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AVING, in the preceding Volume, pafled 

through the early periods of our Hiſtory, and 
traced the ſlow progreſs of our Trade, Commerce, 
and Naval Strength, whilſt it was obſtructed by 
fierce and barbarous manners, miſtaken politics, 
and deſpotic rulers, our ſubject will now gradually 
open upon us, and become more intereſting and 
important. 


The reign of Queen Elizabeth may be conſidered 
as diſplaying the firſt exertions of national ſtrength 
at ſea; in it the genius of the people led them to 
undertake amazing enterprizes, which, by their 
ſucceis, aſtoniſhed the world :— like a young eagle, 
grown impatient of its neſt, which tries its adven- 
turous pinions in the air, and, ſurprized at its own 
ſtrength, ſoars aloſt through an unmeaſurablc 
ſpace. 


In our firſt Volume we have ſeen the monarch 
of Spain, involve in ruin the kingdom which 
he aimed to make the centre of univerſal monarchy, 
and his aſpiring ambition humbled by the bravery 
and ſkill of our foreiathers. The Dutch, who, by 
the foſtering hand of England, were enabled to 
thake off the yoke of a tyrant, will ſoon be ſeen 
rapidly to advance in power and conſequence, and 
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ungenerouſly to contend with the ſtate that raiſed 
them. But this conteſt, in the iſſue, only ſerved 
to ſhew the ſuperiority of the Britiſh arm, by the 
chaſtiſement which ſuch preſumption received. 


In treating of the reigns of the Stuarts, which 
(two intervals only excepted) comprehend a ſpace 
of one hundred and eleven years, the Authors have 
availed themſelves of a variety of original papers, 
and other valuable materials, that lay concealed 
from the view of former Hiſtorians, and which ſerve 
greatly to illucidate the tranſactions of that long 
and important period of time. 'To develop the real 
character of princes, ſtateſmen, and politicians, is 
conſigned to the ages that roll on after thoſe ſuns 
of empire, thoſe meteors and luminaries, have 
fallen from their ſpheres, and mingled with the 
common maſs of things. 


REFERENCES to the PLATE, deſcribing the Rigging, &c. 
of a Firſt- rate MAN or W AR. 


1 BOWSPRIT 
2 Yard and Sail 

3 Gammoning 

4 Horſe 

5 Bubltay 

6 Spritſail Sheets 
7 Pendants 

8 Braces and Pendants 
9 Hallyards 
10 Liffts 
11 Clewlines 

12 Spritſail Horſes 
13 Buntlines 
14 Standing Liffts 
15 Spritfail Top 
16 Flying —— 


17 Flying Jibb Stay and Sails 
18 Hallyards 

19 Sheets 

20 Horſes 


21 SPRITSAIL TOP MAS T 
22 Shrouds 

23 Yard and Sail 

24 Sheets 

25 Liffts 

26 Braces and Pendants 

27 Cap 

28 Jack Staff 

29 Truck 

30 Jack Flag 

31 FORE MAST 

32 Runner and Tackle 

33 Shrouds 

34 Lanyards 

35 Stay and Lanyard 

36 Preventer Stay and Lanyard 
37 Wooldings the Maſt 

38 Yard and Sail 

39 Horſes 


4o Top 
41 Crowfoot 


42 Jeers 
43 Yard Tackles 
44 Liffts 
Braces and Pendants 
46 Sheets 
47 Fore Tacks 
43 Bowlines and Bridles 
49 Fore Buntlines 
50 Fore Leechlines 
51 Fore Toprope 
52 Puttock Shrouds 
53 FORE TOP MAS T 
54 Shrouds and Lanyards 
55 Yard and Sail 
56 Stay and Sail 


57 Runner 

53 Backſtays 

59 Hallyards 

69 Lifits 

61 Braces and Pendants 
62 Horles 

63 Clewlmes 

64 Bowlines and Bridles 
65 Reeftackles 

66 Sheets 

67 Buntlines 

63 Croſstrees 

69 Cap | 

70 FORE TOP GALL. MAST 
71 Shrouds and Lanyards 
72 Yard and Sail 

73 Backſtays 

74 Stay 

75 Liffts 

76 Clewlmes 

77 Braces and Pendants 
73 Bowlines and Budles 
79 Flag Staff 

8o Truck 

81 Flag Staff Stay 

$2 Flag Lord High Admiral 
83 MAIN MAS T 

84 Shrouds 

85 Lanyards 

86 Runner and Tackle 
87 Pendant of the Gornet 
88 Guy of ditto 

89 Fall of ditto 

go Stay 

91 Preventer Stay 

92 Stay Tackle 

91 Woolding the Maft 
94 Jeers 

95 Yard Tackles 

99 Liffts 

97 Braces and Pendants 
98 Horſes 

99 Sheets 

100 Tacks 

101 Bowlines and Bridles 
102 Crowfoot 

103 Toprope 

104 Top 

105 Buntlines 

106 Leechlines 

107 Yard and Sail 

108 MAIN TOP MAST 
109 Shrouds and Lanyards 
110 Yard and Sail 

111 Puttock Shrouds 

112 Backſtays 


113 Stay 


REFERENCES continued. 


113 Stay 

114 Stayſail and Stay and Hallyard 
115 Runners 

116 Hallyards 

117 Liffts 

118 Clewlines 

x19 Braces and Pendants 
120 Horſes 

121 Sheets 

122 Bowlines and Bridles | 
123 Buntlines | 
124 Reeftackles | 
125 Croſstrees 

126 Cap 

127 MAIN TOP GALL. MAST 
128 Shrouds and Lanyards | 
129 Yard and Sail | 
130 Backſtays | 
131 Stay 

132 Stay Sail and Hallyards 

133 Liffts 

134 Braces and Pendants 

135 Bowlines and Bridles 

135 Clewlines 

137 Flagſtaff 

138 Truck | 

139 Flagſtaff Stay | 
240 Flag Standard 

141 MIZZEN MAST 

142 Shrouds and Lanyards 

143 Pendants and Burtons 

144 Yard and Sail 

145 Crowfoot 

146 Sheet 

147 Pendant Lines 

148 Peckbrails 

149 Stay ſail 


15% Stay 
151 Derrick and Spann 


152 Top 
153 Croſs Jack Vard 
154 Croſsſack Liffts 
155 Croſsjack Braces 
156 Croſsjeck Slings 
157 MIZ ZEN TOP MAST 
153 Shrouds and Lanyards 
159 Yard and Sail 
160 Backſtays 
161 — 
162 Hallyards 
163 Liffts 
164 Braces and Pendants 
165 Bowlines and Bridles 
166 Shcets 
167 Clewlines 
168 Stayſail 
169 Croſstrees 
170 Cap | 
171 Flagſtaff 
172 Flagſtaff Stay 
173 Truck 
174 Flag Union 
175 Enſign Staff 
176 e 
177 Enu 
178 Foes Ladder 
179 Bower Cable 
H U L I. 
A Cat Head 
Fore Channels 
Main Channels 
Mizzen Channels 
Entring Port 
Hauſe holes 
G Poop Lanthorns 
H Chelstree 
I- Head: 
K. Stern 


B 
C 
D 
E 
F 


EXPLANATION V te PLATE, deſcribing 
a SECTION of a Firſt-rate >HIP, being cut or divided 
by the Middle, from the Stem to the Stern, at one View 
diſcovering the Decks, Guns, Cabins, Sc. Cc. 

A The Stern abaft 
B I he Poop All particulars on either of 


Che Quarter Deck the ſe parts, are diſtinguiſhed 
The principal D 'The Store Caſtle by numbers 1,2,3, &c. againſt 


parts of which E The Upper Deck w hich there is placed the letter 
are diſtinguiſh- JF he Miiidie Deck F of the alphabet, which reters 
ed by G The Gun Deck to the principal part, or parts, 
H Th. Oriop here that particular is to be 
I T he Hold found, viz. 
K The Head 


The Tafferell, 

The upper Lights and Balcony, 

Ihe lower Lights and Balcony, 

The Wardroom Lights A 
The Counter, 

The Tranioms, 

The Faſhion Pieces, 

The Rudder 

The Tillar, A, G. 

10 Timbers of the Stern Head, &c. A, K 

11 The Stein Poit, A 

12 Rails, A, K 

13 Brackets, A, K 

14 The Fife Rails on the Side, B, K 

15 The Trumpeters Cabin, B 

16 5 for Lieutenants, Maſters, and Mates, B 
17 B miſters 1 
8 Fon the Ship's Side, B, C, D 
19 Beams of the Decks, B, C, D, E, F, G, H 
20 Bulkheads of the Decks, B, C, D 

21 Gangway and Stairs unto, B, C, D 

22 Guns nd Ports, C, D, E, F, G 

23 Entrance into the Gallery, E, F 

24 The State Room, E 

25 The Bulk Head of the State Room, E, C 
26 Bulk Head of the Coach, E, C 

27 Cu bins for Boatſwain, Carpenter, and Mates, E, D 
28 Buik Head ct the Fore Peak, E, D 

29 Grating, D, E, F, K 

30 Part of che Catt, D 

31 Cook Room Chunney, E, F, D 

32 Main Capttan. G 

33 Jeer Captian, E, F 

34 Bitis and Croſs Pieces to the Miſt, E, F 
35 Standing Cabins for Midſhipmen, E, F 
36 Flying and Winding Stairs, C, E, F, G 
37 Ladders, E, F, G, H 

38 Common Table, F 

39 Cook Room and Furnaces, F 

40 Standards to the Side and Head, G 

41 Cabins for Gunners and Mates, G, H 
42 Bitt Pins, | 

43 Crols Picces for the Cables, Io H 

44 Standarts, 

45 Manger, G 


oO XY ow bw nr n 


46 Hatch 


The Section of a Firſt- rate Ship, Sc. 


46 Hatch Ways, G, H 

47 Partitions for Steward and Store Rooms, G, H 
43 Bread Room abaft, Powder Room afore, I, H 

49 Breait Hooks, I, H 

50 Upper Futtock Riders, H, 1 

$1 Lower Futtocks, 11 

32 Floor Riders, 

53 Croſs Pillars, I 

54 Upright Pillars, I 

35 Well Pump and Shott Lockers, G, H 

56 Steps for the Matts 

57 The Kelſon 

53 The appearance of the Floor Timbers cut, 9 
£9 Lower ends of the Futtocks, 

60 The rifing or dead Wood, 

61 The Keel, Ng 


62 The Stem, 
63 Knee of the Head, K 


64 The Trail Boards, 
©5 Cheeks [ K 

66 Figure 

67 Funnel tor Eaſe 
68 Bow(ſprit 

G9 Fore Maſt 

70 Main Maft 

721 Mizen Maſt 

72 Piſdell 

23 Entering Port 


* — 


A KETCH is a veſſel equeppes with two maſts, viz. the main-maft 
and mizen-maſt, and uſually from 100 to 250 tons burden. Such veſſels 
are principally uſed as yachts, or as bomb-veſlels; the former of which 
are employed to convey princes of the blood, ambaſſadors, or other 
great perſonages, from one part to another; and the latter are uſed to 
bombard citadels, towns, or other fortreſſes. The bomb-ketches are 
therefore furniſhed with all the apparatus neceſſary for a vigorous bom- 
bardment. They are built remarkably ſtrong, being fitted with a 
greater number x riders, or interior ribs, than any other veſſel of war; 
which reinforcement is abſolutely neceſſary to ſuſtain the . violent ſhock 


produced by the diſcharge of their mortars, which would otherwiſe, in 


a very ſhort time, ſhatter them to pieces, —Falconer's Marine Dictionary. 


A SCHOONER is a ſmall veſſel with two maſts, whoſe main-ſail 
and fore · ſail are ſuſpended from gaffs, (a gaff is a fort of boom, or pole) 
reaching from the maſt towards the ſtern, and ſtretched out below by 
booms, whoſe foremoſt-ends are hooked to an iron, which claſps the matt 
ſo as to turn therein, as upon an axis, when the after-ends are ſwung 
from one ſide of the veſſel to the other, dem. 


A SLOOP is a ſmall veſſel, furniſhed with one maſt, the main-ſail of 
which 18 attached to a gaff above, to the matt on its foremoſt edge, and 
to a long boom below; by which it is occaſionally ſhifted to either 
quarier...— dem, 


A SLOOP OF WAR is a name given to the ſmalleſt veſſels of war 
except Cutters, They are rigged eicher as Ships or as Snows.— dem. 
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BO O X III. 


The Naval Hiſtory of ENGLAND, during ihe Neigns 


of the STUARTS to the Revolution. 


COMA BS. 


Remarks on the Acceſſion of James I.—8irWalter Raleigh 


accujed of joining in a Conſpiracy—The King calls in and 
annuls many Patents for Monopolies= Amount of the Cu- 
toms 1 the Port / London, and of the other Ports in the 
Kingdom— Propoſed Union with Scotland—Peace with 
Spain—f£mibaj/ſy of Nottingham, Lord Higb Admiral, 
inte Spain Procliniatian to prohibit the Uſe of Tobaces— 
The Gunpowder -plot—Charter for ſettling the Southern 
Parts of Virgmia—Diſcvery of Hudlon's Bay—Settlement 
at New York and Albany—The Dutch pay an annual 
Sum for Liberty of Fiſhing—Ihale- Fiſhery by the Muſcovy 
Company—Death and Charatter of Henry Prince of Wal; 
— Marriage of the Princeſs Elizabeth with the HElector 
Palatine—Diſcovery and Settlement of the Iſland of Barba- 
does Sir I homas Rowe's Embaſſy to the Great Mygul— 
Settlement at the Bermuda or Somer {flands—Charter t1 
the Ruſſia Compaty—Exports and Imports of England 
Riſe of the Karl of Somerſet and George Villiers Duke 
of Buckingham—Cautionary Towns delivered up to the 
Dutch Hulargement of Sir Walter Raleigh, and his 
Voyage to Guiana—te is executed on his Return Curious 
Licence granted Fort St. George on the Coromandcl 
Craft ercfled—Seitlement of the New-England Province 
Conſequences preditted to follow from n 

Obert 
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Robert Manſel ſent again/?t Algiers Conduct of the Dutch 
in the Spice Iſlands toward the Engliſh—Bzard of Trade 
e/?a.liſhed—Death of James J. His Revenue—Tntereſt of 
Myney—Royal Navy - Number of Seamen employed in the 
Merchant's Service—Commerce of England—T be Company 
of Merchant Adventurers—Settlement of the Iſland of St. 
Chriſtopher Character of James the F:r/?. 


HE acceſſion of James I. as it placed a new 
family on the throne, may be confidered as 

a kind of revolution. During the ſucceed- 

ing reigns of the Stuarts, we ſhall ſee the repre- 
ſentatives of the people nobly exerting theinſelves 
for the recovery of their civil liberty. The yoke 
of arbitrary power had long lain heavy on the ſub- 
je&t, and, during the preceding reign, the preroga- 
tives aſſumed by the crown had been, in many 1n- 
ſtances, extremely arbitrary and deſpotic. The 
nation now began to recover from its lethargy. 
James the Firſt, whoſe circumſcribed abilities, and 
overweening fondneſs for unlimited power, were 
depicted in every act of his reign, was a prince 
whoſe conduct tended to excite diſguſt, whilſt he 
had neither ſpirit, nor addrels, to inforce obedience. 
His weakneſs led him to draw back the veil which 
had hitherto diſguiſed ſo many uſurpations, and 
made an oltentatious diſplay of what his predeceſſors 
had been contented to enjoy. it was a favourite 
doctrine with him, that the authority of kings was 
not to be controuled, any more than that of God 
himſelf : like him, they were omnipotent ; and thoſe 
privileges to which the people ſo clamourouſly laid 
claim as their inheritance and birthright, were no 
more than the effect of the grace and toleration of 
his royal anceſtors. Such principles, which, till 
then, had been only, ſilently adopted in the cabinet, 
and in the courts of juſtice, had maintained their 
ground, in conſequence of this very obſcurity. Being 
now announced from the throne, and reſounded from 
the pulpit, they ſpread an univerſal alarm. Com- 
merce, 
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merce, too, with its attendant arts, and, above all, 
that of printing, diffuſed more falutary notions 
throughout all orders of the people; a new light 
began to riſe upon the nation; and that ſpirit of 
oppoſition frequently diſplayed itſelf in this reign, 
to which the Englith monarchs had not, tor a long 
time paſt, been accuſtomed “. 

Never was the crown of England tranſmitted with 
greater tranquillity, than it paſſed from the family 
of Tudor to that of Stuart. King James was the 
great grandſon of queen Margaret, the eldeſt daugh- 
ter of Henry VII. and, on failure of deſcendants 
from the male line, his right of the crown, by de- 
ſcent, became unqueſtionable. The nation had long 
conſidered him as the ſucceſſor of Hlizabeth; and, as 
that princeſs had bequeathed to him her crown with 
her dying breath, he was proclaimed king within fix 
hours atter her deceaſe. Ihe people were filled 
with the utmoſt impatience to behold their new fo- 
vereign ; and their ſovereign was no leis impatient 
to take poſſeſſion of his new dignity. | he news of 
his acceſſion was brought him at Edinburgh, and he 
immediately prepared for his journey to London; 
and, having left a commiſhon with the Scottiſh 
council tor the adminiſtration of affairs in that 
kingdom, he fat out on the 5th of April, 1603. 

i he Engliſh preiently grew jealous of the honours 
conferred by the king on his Scottiſh ſubjects. The 
animoſity, which had almoſt conſtantly prevailed 
hetween the two nations, was not to be cured by 
he two Kingdoms being governed by the ſame king. 
Temes, however, left moſt of the principal offices in 
hc hands of Elizabeth's miniſters, and entruſted both 
teen and domeſtic affairs to his Engliſh ſubjects. 
prime miniſter, and chief councellor, was ſe— 
crotary Cecil, ſecond fon of the great lord Burleigh, 
whom he ſucceſſively created lord Effindon, viſcount 


* Delolme on the Engliſh Conſtitution, p. 49. 
Cranborne, 
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Cranborne, and earl of Saliſbury; his partiality lead- 


ing him to give him the precedency of his elder 


brother, whom he likewile created earl of Exeter, by 
firſt ſigning the patent for his earldom. Kaleigh 
had been the friend and affociate of Sir Robert . ecil, 
to long as their mutual intereſts led them to labour 
the deſtruction of Eſſꝭ x; but, as they were now alike 
candidates for the favour of the new king, Cecil 
drew ſuch a character of his friend to that prince as 
ettectually ruined bis intereſt there. The neglect with 
which Kaleigh was treated at court, {oon rendered 
vie a maleconte nt; he, therefore, was charged with 
having joined with the lords Gray and Cobham, to. 
oether with others. in projecting a ſcheme tor fixing 
on the throne Arabella Stuart, a near relation to the 
king, by the family of Lenox, and deſcended equally 
from Henry VII. The grounds of their accuſation 
were ſome bold words ſpoken in the height of re- 
ſentment, and a letter pretended to be written by 
Raleigh. The evidence to ſupport this charge was 
extremely frivolous and inconcluſive ; yet the jury 
on ſuch flight grounds found this great man guilry, 
contrary to ali law and equity. dir Edward Coke, 
then attorney general, enforced the charge with the 
utmoſt virulence ; and, in the courte of his picad- 
ing, deſcended to mean invective. Kaleigh, on 
the contrary, maintained throughout a perfect ſelf- 
poſſeſſion. and defended himſelf with coolneſs. great 
torce of argument, and with a perſuaſive eloqueiice. 
Jo all but George Brooke, the lord Cobham's bro- 
ther, the ſentence of ceath was mitigated to impri- 
ſonment; but the warrant of reprieve was not pro- 
duced till the lords Cobham and Gray had laid their 
heads upon the block, 

noble ſpirit of liberty now began to diſcover 
itſelf in the commons : a member had been elected 
for the county of Bucks, which tranſaction was, as 
uſual, reported to Egerton, the chancellor, who 
Pro- 
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pronounced him an outlaw, vacated his ſeat, and 
iſſued a writ for a new election. The commons 
confidered this proceeding as ſubverſive of their 
molt valuable rights; the queſtion thereupon be- 
came agitated, and the freedom of elections, exempt 
from the controul of the crown or its officers, be- 
came ſettled. They then proceeded with ſpirit 
and judgment to free the trade of the nation 
from thoſe ſhackles, which the high-execrted pre- 
rogative, and even, in this reſpect, the 1ll-judged 
tyranny, of Elizabeth, had impoſed upon it. The 
king, to concur in this work of retormation, called 
in and annulled all the numerous patents for mo- 
nopolies, which had been granted by his prede- 
ceſſor, and which extremely fettered every {ſpecies of 
domeſtic induſtry : but the excluſive companies ſtill 
remained ; another ſpecies of monopoly, by which 
almoſt all foreign trade, except that to France, was 
brought into the hands of a few rapacious ingroſſers, 
and all proſpect of future improvement in commerce 
was for ever ſacrificed to an inconſiderable tempo- 
rary advantage of the ſovereign. Theſe compa- 
nies, though arbitrarily erected, had carried their 
privileges ſo far, that almoſt all the commerce of 
England was centered in London; and it appears 
that the cuſtoms of that port amounted to 1 10,000], 
a year, while thuſe of the reſt of the kingdom 
yielded only 17,0001 ; befides which, it appears that 
the whole trade of London was confined to about 
200 citizens *, who were eaſily enabled, by com- 
bining among themſelves, to fix whatever prices 
they pleaſed both on the exports and imports of 
the nation. 

The attention of the parliament was next taken 
up, by a propoſal for an union between the two 
kingdoms, on which the king was ſo zealoully bent, 


* Journals of the Eouſe of Commons, 21ſt of May, 1604. 
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that he had aſſumed the title of king of Great 
Britain ; quartered St. Andrew's croſs with St. 
George's; iſſued a proclamation to make the coin 
of Scotland Current in England; and, to give a 
general idea ot the peace that egen ſlow from it, 
the iron gates of the frontier towns were converted 
into plough-ſhares. This ſcheme thi parliament 
took into conſideration, rather out of compliment 
to the king, than with any deſign to bring it into 
execution; and at length there were ap pointed 
forty-four Engliſh commiſſioners, who were to meet 
with thirty-one of Scotland, to deliberate concern- 
ing the terms; but they were not 1npowered to 
take any deciſive ſteps towards an eſtabliſhment. 

On the 18th of Auguſt, 1604, peace with Spain 
was finally concluded“. In the conferences pre- 
vious to this treaty, the nations were found to have 
ſo few claims on each other, that, except on account 
of the ſupport given by England to the united 


ſtates of Holland, the war might appear to have 


been continued, more on account of perſonal ani- 
moſity between Philip and Elizabeth, than any con- 
trariety of political intereſts between their ſuljecs. 
The conſtable of Caſtile came into England to ra- 
tify the peace, and, on the part of England, the car] 
of Hertford was ſent into the low-countrics for the 

ſame purpoſe, and the earl of Nottingham, bigh 
2dmiral, into Spain. The train of the latter was 
numerous and ſplendid ; and the Spaniards, it is ſaid, 

were a good deal ſurprized, when they beheld the 
blooming countenances and graceful appearance of 
the Engliſh, whom their bigotry, inflamed by the 
prieſts, had repreſented as ſo many monſters and 
internal demons . During the Earl's ſtay at the 
Spaniſh court, Philip III. treated bim with the 
higheſt marks of diſtinction, and Nottingham main— 


* Rymer's Fœdera, Vol. XVI. p. 585. + Hume's Hiſt. of Engl. 
Vol. VI. p. 28. 
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tained his dignity in ſuch a manner, as did honour 
to the Engliſh nation, the Spaniards being ſtruck 
with admiration of the venerable hero, whoſe cou- 
rage and conduct had defeated their invincible ar- 
mada. At his audience of leave, the King gave him 
a diamond ring of three thouſand pounds value, 
befides other preſents amounting to twenty thou- 
ſand pounds. 

Early in this -King's reign, a proclamation was 
1Jued obiblilng the uſe of tobacco. It ſets forth, 
that tobacco being a drug of late years found our, 
and brought from toreign parts in ſmall quantities, 
was taken by the better ſort only for phyſic and to 
preſerve health, but, through evil cuſtom and the 
toleration thereof, is exceſſively taken by a number 
of riotous and diſorderly perſons ; by which unmo- 
derate taking of tobacco, the health of a great 
number of the King's ſubjects 1 is impaired, and their 
bodies weakened and made unfit for labour :” to 
reſtrain the conſumption of which, a heavy duty 
was laid on the importation thereof, being fix ſhil- 
lings and eight-pence on every pound weight, be⸗ 
ſides the duty of two-pence before laid on it“ 
This import was laid without the concurrence of 
parliament, bur by virtue of the royal prero- 
gative. 

We are now to relate an event, one of the moſt 
memorable that hiſtory has conveyed to' poſterity, 
and containing at once a fingular proof both of the 
ſtrength and weakneſs of the human mind; its 
wildelt departure from morals, and molt ſteady at- 
tachment to religious prejudices f. This was a 
plot to re-eſtabliſh popery, and, from its horrid ten— 
dency, ſeemed to be even of internal origin. A 
icheme more terrible never entered into the human 


* Rymei's Fœdera, Vol. XVI. p. 61. 7 Hume's IIiſt. of Engl. 
vol. VI. p. 30. 
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mind; it even ſurpaſſed in malignity the maſſacre 
of St. Bartholomew in France *. 

The catholics in England had expected great fa- 
vour from James, which ſoon after his coming to 
the crown they found him unwilling to grant. "He 
appeared, on the contrary, diſpoſed to put into force 
the laws enacted againſt them. Thus diſappointed, 
thev determined to take different meaſures tor the 
eſtabliſhment of their religion and their party; 
they were determined at once to deſtroy, the king 
and both houſes of parliament. For this deed of 
deſperation, a number of perſons confederated to- 
gether, among which were Cateſby, a gentleman 
of an ancient family, and good parts; Thomas 
Piercy, a deſcendant of the illuſtrious houſe of 
Northumberland; John Grant, Ambroſe Rook- 
wood, Chriſtopher Wright, Francis Treſham, Sir 
Everard Digby, and Guy or Guido Fawkes, an officer 
in the Spaniſh ſervice, Horrible at this deſign was, 
vet every member ſeemed faithful and fecrer in the 
league; and, about two months before the fittin 
of parliament, the conſpirators hired the cellar un- 
der the parliament-houſe, and brought a quantity 
of coals, with which it was then filled, as if for 
their own uſe ; they then privately conveyed thirty- 
ſix barrels of gunpowder, which they had pur- 
chaſed in Holland, and which were covered under 
the coals and faggots. The day tor the fitting of 
the parliament approached ; never was treaſon more 
ſecret, or ruin more ap; 5 inevitable: the 
conſpirators expected the day with impatience, and 
gloricd in their meditated guilt. The dreadful ſe— 
cret, though communicate to above twenty per- 
ſons, bad been religiouſly kept, during the ſpace 
of a year and a half, No rem orſe, no pity, 
no fear of puniſhment, no hope of reward, had 


* See Vol I. p. 367. 
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enduced any one conſpirator, either to abandon the 
enterprize, or make a diſcovery of it. The furious 
zeal which ſtimulated them, had extinguiſhed in 
their breaſts every other motive; and it was an in- 
diſcretion at laſt, proceeding chiefly from theſe very 
bigotted prejudices and partialities, which ſ. aved 
the nation *. Ar firſt ſome of them were ſtartled at 
the reflection, that many catholics would be preſent 
as ſpectators, or attendants on the King, or as hav- 
ing ſeats in the houſe of peers ; but theſe ſcruples 
were removed by Teſmond, a jeſuit, and Garnet, 
ſuperior of that order in England, who told them, 
that it was for the intereſt of religion, that here the 
innocent ſhould ſuffer with the guilty, Contfident 
of ſucceſs, they now began to look forward, and to 
plan the remaining part of their project. The king, 
the queen, prince Henry, were all expected to be 
preſent at the opening of Parliament. The guts, 
on account of his tender age, would be abſent ; 

and it was reſolved, that Piercy ſhould ſeize him, 
or aſſaſſinate him. The Princeſs Elizabeth, a child 
likewiſe, was at lord Harrington's houſe in War— 
wickſhire. Sir Everard Digby, Rookwood, and 
Grant, engaged to aſſemble their friends on pre- 
tence of a hunting-match, ſeize the princels, and 
immediately proclaim her queen. So tranſported 
were they with rage againſt their adverſarics, and 
ſo charmed with the proſpect of revenge, that they 
overlooked their own ſafety; and, truſting to the 
general confuſion, which maſk ceſiult from. {0 uncx- 
pected a blow, they forcſaw not that the fury of 
the people, when unreitrained by any authority, 

muſt have turned againit them, and would Pi ha. 
bly have ſatiated itlelt by an univerſal maſſacre ot 
the catholics +, 


* Hume's Hilt. of Engl. Vol. VI. p. 344. - + Idem, p. 33. 
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About ten days before the Parliament aſſembled, 
lord Monteagle, a catholic, ſon to lord Morley, 
an intimate friend and companion of Piercy, re- 
ceived a letter, delivered to his ſervant by an un- 
known hand, which was to this effect: Stay away 
Jrom this parliament, for God and man have concurred 
40 puniſh the wickedneſs of the times. Think not 
ſlightly of this warning, though the danger does not 
appear; yet they ſhall receive a terrible blow, with- 
out knowing from whence it comes. This counſel is not 
to be contemned, becauſe it may do you good, and can 
do you no harm : for the danger is paſſed as ſoon as 
you have burnt the letter. I hope God will give you 
the grace to make a good uſe of it, into whoſe holy 
proteftion I commend you. The contents of this 
myſterious letter ſurprized and puzzled the noble- 
man to whom it was addreſſed. He communicated 
it inſtantly to lord Saliſbury, the ſecretary of 
ſtate, who laid it before the King and council. 
Whether the king, who was the moſt timid mo- 
narch that ever filled the Engliſh throne, had his 
ſagacity quickened by his fears, and was thereby 
ied firſt to ſtart the ſuſpicion that ſome ſudden 
danger was preparing by means of gunpowder ; 
or that the plot was brought to light, by other 
means; yet James aſſumed ro himſelf the merit of 
the diſcovery, as owing to his penetration on read- 
ing the letter. Ceitain it is, that neither the lords 
Monteagle nor Saliſbury were much alarmed by it, 
being more inclined to confider it as written with 
a delign to {righten and impoſe upon the receiver, 
than as a warning-piece againſt impending danger; 
but the ſuſpicion being once ſtarted, the earl of 
Suffolk, lord-Chamberlain, ſent proper perſons, 
the very night before the fitting of parliament, to 
examine the vaults under the houſe. There the 
whole train of gunpowder was diſcovered, and a 
man in a Cloak and boots, w:ih a dark lanthorn in 


his 
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his hand, and matches, proper for firing the train, 
in his pocket, was ſeized before the door of the 
vault : this was Guy Fawkes, who paſted for 
Piercy's ſervant. The atrociouſneſs of his guilt 
inſpired him with reſolution ; and, with an un— 
daunted air, he told them, that he only regretted 
be had not had an opportunity of blowing them and 
himſelf up together. When examined before the 
council, he difplayed the ſame intrepid firmneſs, 
and obſtinately refuſed to name bis accomplices. 
The ſight of the rack, however, brought him to a 
full confeſſion of all the conſpirators. No men 
fear death leſs than the Engliſh, but none dread 
torments more “. 

The conſpirators, who had prepared all things 


to ſecond the mine which was juſt ready to be 


ſprung at Weſtminſter, finding their plot diſco- 
vered, fled difterent ways, to aflemble their catho- 
lic friends, whom they expected to riſe in their de- 
fence. But the country being every where alarmed 
againſt them, they were at laſt forced, to the num- 
ber of about one hundred, to ſtop at a houſe in 
Warwickſhire, where they were reſolved to ſell 
their lives dearly. A ſpark of fire happening to 
fall among fome gunpowder that was laid to dry, 
it blew up and maimed ſeveral. The ſurvivors 
thereupon reſolved to open the gate, and ſally out 
upon the multitude that had "beſet the houle. 
Piercy and Cateſby were killed by the fame ſhot. 
Digby, Rookwood, Winter, and ſome others, be- 
ing taken priſoners, were tried, confeſſed their 
gullt, and died, as well as Garnet the jeſuit, by 
the hands of the executioner. Others, againſt whom 
no poſitive proof could be brought, but only ſtrong 
preſumptions of their being privy to the deſign, 
were fined and impriſoned; among whom was the 


* Goldſmith, 
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ear] of Northumberland. The bigotted catholics 


were ſo devoted to father Garnet, notwithſtanding 


the enormity of his guilt, that they fancied mira- 
cles to be wrought by his blood ; and in Spain 
he was revered as a martyr * —Let us now turn 
from this gloomy picture of human depravity, and 
view the more pleafing fcenes which preſent them- 
ſelves, when induſtry and liberty united to 
ſettle colonies in the northern American conti- 
nent. | 

In the year 1606 a colony was ſettled in the 
ſouthern parts of Virginia, the merchants of Lon- 
don, Briſtol, Exeter, and Plymouth, having jointly 
obtained from the King a charter for that purpoſe. 
Virginia, at that time, was the genera] name for 
the whole eaſtern conſt of North-America, ſo far 
as it had been explored to the ſouthward of New- 
foundland. Sir Walter Raleigh, in one of his 
firſt voyages to America, had left ſome families in 
the ſouthern parts, who had dragged on a miſerable 
exiſtence for ſome years, unable, by their induſtry, 
to ſubſiſt themſelves in a country which had not 
yet been brought to adminiſter to the wants of c1- 
vilized ſocieties. Sir Francis Drake, failing along 
the coaſt in 1586, took on board his ſhips the miſe- 
rable remains of theſe ſettlers. So unſucceſsful 
were the Engliſh in their firſt attempt to plant a 
colony, in a country where, in after-times, they 
have ſurpaſſed all other European nations. 

No great ſucceſs attended this ſecond attempt at 
colonization, although it had now become a na- 
tional object. Peace had put an end to the 
naval expeditions againſt Spain, and left ambitious 
ſpirits nv hopes of making, any longer, ſuch rapid 
addvances towards honour and fortune: the nation, 
therefore, began to ſeek a ſurer, though flower 


* Winwood's Memorials, Vol, II. p. 300. 
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expedient, for acquiring riches and glory. The 
firſt Engliſh town that was built on the American 
continent, was called James Town; the ſame name 
was allo given to the river, on the banks of which 
it was fituated. Neither order nor ſubordination 
were introduced into this colony, and the weliare 
of the eſtabliſhment was obſtructed by teuds aud 
animoſities; the important objects of planting, 
ſowing, building, and fortifying, as well as open- 
ing a trade with the Indians, was impeded by theſe 
ditlentions, They had not been long ſettled before 
a rivulet was diſcovered, ſpringing from a bank, 
which waſhed down with it a yellow ſort of talc, 
which glittered at the bottom of a clear and riun- 
ning water, In an age, when gold and filver mines 
were the only objects of men's reſearches, this 
worthleſs ſubſtance was immediately taken for 
gold. 'The new coloniſts, on this diſcovery, neg- 
lected both the neceflary defence of their lives 
from the Indians, and their ſupport by cultivating 
the earth *, The illuſion was carried ſo far, that 
two ſhips, which arrived there with neceflaries, 
were tent home fo fully freighted with theſe imagi- 
nary riches, that there ſcarce remained any room 
tor a few furs. As long as the infatuation laſted, 
the coloniſts diſdained to employ themſelves in 
clearing the lands; ſo that a dreadful famine at 
length aroſe from theſe golden expectations +. 

In the year 1607, captain Henry Hudſon failed 
as far north as eighty degrees and a half, in ſearch 


of a north-welt paſſage; but returned without hav- 


ing effected his purpoſe.—The effeminating luxu— 
ries of the eaſt ſeem to be denied to the hardy in- 
habitants of Europe, on any other terms than thoſe 
of making a long and laborious circuit to acquire 


* Lediard's Naval Hiſtory, p. 415. Smith's Hiſtory of Virgin, 
Abbe Raynal, Hitt. Pol. liv. XVIII. 


Vol. II. B them, 


18 NAVAL HISTORY [Boon III. 


them. A ſhorter paſſage thither has ever been the 
wiſh of mankind, but, like many other human 
wiſhes, would be a baneful acquiſition, This 
voyage, however, produced a more beneficial diſco- 
very, by lighting on the bay to which he gave his 
name. The next year he renewed the attempt by 
a north- eaſtern route, to as little purpoſe. {| It was 
reſerved for the prefent age, fully to determine the 
non- exiſtence of ſuch paſſages, or at leaſt the utter 
impoſſibility of maintaining a correſpondence with 


the eaſtern world, by either of thoſe routes. ] Not 


diſcouraged however by theſe repeated diſappoint- 
ments, he made a third voyage towards Nova 
Zembla, in which, after having had a fight of the 
North Cape of Finmark, he failed to Newtoundland, 
Cape Cod, and Virginia. On the American coaſt he 
gave his own name to a river, by which it is flill 
deſcribed, He is ſaid to have made a formal ſur— 
render of lands lying on that river, which are now 
a part of New York province, to ſome Hollanders, 
who made great progreis in planting and im— 
proving them. They named the c untry New Ne- 
therlands, and built there the city of New Armfter- 
dam, ſince called New York ; ſo fondly does the 
human mind dwell on the idea of its native foil, even 
when removed from it to another hemiiPhere ! 
They likewiſe built the fort of Orange, about 
one hundred and fity miles up Hudſon's River, 
ſince named the city of Albany. Whatever tranſ- 
fer was made by Hudſon of theſe lands, it was 
not a valid one, as it was conveying away a part of 
the king's dominions to a foreign nation, without 

the participation of the crown and kingdom. | 
What was then called North Virginia, but now 
bears the name of New England, bcgan at this time 
to receive a ſettlement. The firſt colony, which 
was weak and ill directed, did not ſucceed; and for 
ſome time after there were only a few adveniuers, 
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who came over occaſionally during the ſummer, 
built themſelves temporary huts for the ſake of 
tra ling with the ſavages, and, like them, diſappear— 
cd again for the reſt of the year. 

The year 1610 was diſtinguiſhed by an event 
which gave great alarm and concern in England, 
the murder of the French king Henry IV. by the 
poinard of the enthufiaſtic Ravaillac. As this was 
another ſtrong proof of the deſperate phrenſy which 
ſome adherents to popery imbibed with their rel'gion, 
it, if poſſible, increaſed the antipathy againſt the pupiſts, 
which had prevailed in England ever ſince the diico- 
very of the popiſh plot: the laws therefore, which had 
been formerly enacted, in order to keep theſe reli- 
gioniſts in awe, began on this occaſion to be enfor- 
ced with redoubled rigour and ſeverity. - 

This year king James built the fineſt ſhip of war 
ever feen in England: it carried fixty - four can- 
non, waz of fourteen hundred tons burden, and 
named the Prince. Thus we may ſee rhe gradual 
ſteps by which the royal navy of England arrived at 
that grandeur and magnitude which it bas at this 
time reached. 

1 he manufacture of alum was firſt invented, and 
ſucceſs\ully carried on in England at this time. 
King james, obſerving the advantages accruing from 
this new article of trade, aſſumed the monopoly 
of it to himſelt, and prohibited the importation of 
all foreign alum. 

The king having iſſued a proclamation, prohi— 
Liting all fore gn nations from fiſhing on the coaſis 
of Great Britain, the Dutch found themſelves 
obliged to enter into a treaty with hint, and agreed 
to pay a ſum of money annually for leave to fiſh 
on the coaſts, | 

1 he Muſcovy Company now fitted out the firſt 
ſhips the Engliſh ever ſent to Greenland {or killing 

(42 Of 


—g̃—ͤ— — 2 to .. 


20 NAVAL HISTORY [| Book. III 


of Whales. They were two, the Mary Margaret, 
of one hundred and fixt'y tons, commanded by cap- 
rain Thomas Edge; and the! 1izabeth, of fixty tons, 
Jonas Poole maſter. The company had engaged 
in their ſervice ſix men of Biſcay, who were ſkilled 
in the whale fiſhery, and of theſe the Engliſh firſt 
learnt the art. About the middle of June they 
killed a ſmall whale, which yielded twelve tons of 
oil, being the firſt oil ever made in Greenland. 
The voyage, however, proved unfortunate, the 
largeſt ſhip being caſt away, and the other was 
oVeriet *. 

Whilſt James was every day ſtrengthening that 
national diſguſt which his conduct had excited, h1s 
ſon Henry, prince of Wales, who bad now reach- 
ed his eighteenth year, was become the idol of the 
people, when his ſudden death, which happencd in 
1612, diffuſed an univerſal grief throughout the 
ration, Though youth and royal birth are ever 
found powerfully to prepoſſeſs men in favour of 
princes, yet all hiſtorians agree in attributing to 
prince Henry more ſubltantial merit. His digni- 
hed deportment commanded more reſpect than the 
age, learning, and experience of his father could 
procure. Neither his exalted rank, nor the fer- 
vour of youth, had ſeduced him into anv irregular 
pleaſures; his mind was engroſſed by purſuits tend- 
ing to form an able and a great prince. PLevoted 
to ambition, martial exerciſes were his favourite 


employments. The French king directed his am- 


batt.dor in England, to cult vate the friendſhip of 
this prince, “. who muſt ſoon,“ ſaid he, © have chief 
authorny in England, where che king and queen 
are | beld in ſo little eſtimation +,” That miniſter, 
when taking leave of him, found him employed in 


* Purcizs's Pilgrimages, Vol. III. p. 465. + Dev, de la Bo- 
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the exerciſe of the pike : he aſked his commands for 
France.“ Tell your king,” ſaid the prince, in what 
occupation you left me engaged.” Prince Henry had 
conceived great affection and eſteem for Sir Walter 
Kaleigh, ot whom he uſed to ſay, Sure no king 
but my father would kcep ſuch a bird in a cage.“ 
He ſeems indeed to have entertained an unbecom- 
ing contempt for his father, on account of his pe- 
dantry and puſillanimity, and thereby gratiſied the 
reſtleſs and martial ſpirit of the Engliſh nation. 
Had he lived to mount a throne, he might proba- 
bly have promoted the glory at the cxpence of the 
felicity of his people. The unhappy prepoſſeſſion 
which men commonly have in favour of ambition, 
courage, enterprize, and other martial virtues, hurries 
generous natures, who always love fame, into ſuch 
purſuits as deſtroy their own peace, and that of the 
reſt of mankind * | 

The marriage of the princeſs Elizabeth with 
Frederick elector Palatine, took place ſometime after 
the death of the prince, from the iſſue of which 
marriage the Bruntwick line afterwards ſucceeded to 
the crown in the perſon of king George the Firſt. 

The Muſcovy Company now obtained a patent 
from the king under the great ſcal, forbidding fo- 
reigners, and all others, to frequent the coaſt of 
Greenland. They themſelves ſent out ſeven ſhips 
upon this trade. Theſe met with fifteen fail of 
large ſhips, two of them Dutch, and the reſt 
French, Spaniſh, and Flanderkins ; beſides four 
Eng! 1h interlopers ; all of whom they drove from 
the coaſt: but in doing this fo much time was em- 
played, that the fiſhing-ſeaſon was confiderably ad- 
vanced before they fat to work; they caught, how- 
ever, ſixteen whales. Bathn, in his account of 


* Hume's Hiſt. of England, Vol. V. p. 43. 
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this voyage, ſays, beſides theſe, they obliged the 
foreigners to catch ſeveral whales for them *. 

The Engliſh, about this time, diſcovered and 
ſettled the Iſland of Barbadoes. Mr. Anderſon 
calls it the mother of all our Weſt-India ſugar- 
iſlands, and the chief of the Caribbees . This 
iſland has proved of great conſequence to the king- 
dom by its excellent productions. It is the moſt 
eaſternly of the Leeward Iſlands, and appeared to 
have never been inhabited, not even by ſavages, 
when the Engliſh firſt landed upon it. They found 
it overſpread with ſuch large and hard timber trees, 
that it required uncommon reſolution and perſe- 
verance to fell them, and grub them up; but when 
this taſk was, in ſome meaſure, accompliſhed, the 
inhabitants began to taſte the ſweets of their la— 
bours, by cultivating a grateful ſoil, 

The Engliſh Eaſt-India Company, until this 
time, carried on their commerce by means of ſe- 
veral ſeparate ſtocks, making ſeparate running voy- 
ages ; but, at length, they united all into one ge- 
neral joint capital ſtock. But notwithſtanding that 
by ſuch means their hands were greatly ſtrength- 
ened, yet they neglected to erect any forts, or to 
attempt any permanent ſettlement, in any of the 
countries to which they traded. 

Their commerce, however, becoming very con- 
ſiderable, king James appointed Sir Thomas Rowe, 
his and the company's ambaſſador, to the emperor 
of Hindoſtan, commonly called the Great Mogul, 
(and in the record preſerved by Mr. Rymer J, the 
Great Magoar,) for treating with him about a 
commercial intercourſe between England, and 
Eaſt-India, The expence of this embaſſy was 
defrayed by the company, and was the only one 


* Purchas's Pilgrimages, Vol, III. p. 466. + DeduQion of 
Commerce, Vol. I. p. 491, } Fœdera, Vol, XVI. p. 775. 
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ever made to that remote country.—Little was it 
thought, at this time, that the territorial revenues 
of the richeſt provinces of this extended empire, 
would, in after-times, be veſted in an United Com- 
pany of Engliſh Merchants, for their rapacious ſer- 
vants to enrich themſelves by its ſpoils. | 

In the year 1612 the Bermuda, or Summer Iflands, 
were firſt ſettled by a colony from England. Theſe 
are a cluſter of ſmall and very rocky iſlands, fſitu- 
ated five hundred miles directly eaſt from Caro- 
lina ; they had been diſcovered near a century be- 
fore, by one Bermuda, a Spaniard. In 1609, Sir 
George Somers, and Sir Thomas Gates, were ſhip- 
wrecked on theſe iſlands, in their voyage to Ame- 
rica, From the firſt of whom they were called 
Somers Iflands, which was changed to Summer 
Iſlands ; but the firſt name of Bermuda is more 
frequently uſed. So favourable a report was made 
in England of the beauty aud fertility of theſe 
iſlands, that the Virginia Company, who, as firſt 
diſcoverers, claimed the property, fold them to 
about one hundred and twenty perſons, to whom 
the king granted a charter; in conſequence of 
which, the largeſt, which was named St, George's 
Ifle, became inhabited ; and, upon a ſecond emi- 
gration thither, a form of government was eſtabliſhed, 
which conſiſted of an aſſembly, with a governor 
and council. Theſe iflands produce very tew com- 
modities for exportation. 

The Evgliſh Ruſſia Company, who claimed an 
excluſive right to fiſh in the North Seas, con- 
tinued to ſend out ſhips on the whale-fiſhery, 
ſome of which ſet up a croſs, with the King's 
arms on it, at Spitſbergen, calling .it king 

James's Newland, and obliged ſome French 
ſhips to pay them a tribute of eight whales for 

fiſhing 
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fiſhing there. This was the company's ſecond 
equipment, expreſsly for whale-fiſning . The next 
year thirteen Engliſh ſthips were employed in this 
branch of trade, and the Dutch had eighteen, four 
of which were ſhips of war, under the protection 
of which they carried on their fiſhery, in defiance 
of the Engliſn company's excluſive claim. 

n enquiry was ſet on foot by the privy council, 
into the exports and imports of all England ; 
which, according to a writer of that time, was as 
follows : 


E 8 
Exported to all the world, between 
Chriſtmas 1612, and Chriſtmas 2,090, 640 11 8 
1613, to the value of - = 


The cuſtoms on thole goods 86,794 16 2 
The impoſts paid outward on 
woollen goods, tin, lead, and 10,000 o © 
pewter - - - — 


The merchants gains, freight, 


and other petty Charges 8 5 300,000 0 0 


Total exports 2,487,435 7 10 
Imported, during that time, in 
filk, Venice gold and filver 
ſtuffs, Spaniſh wines, linen, andy 2,141,151 10 © 
other merchandize, with me 
cuſtoms thereon . 


Exports exceed the imports + 346,283, 17 10 


* Anderfon on Commerce, Vol. I. P- 489. + Miſlelden's 
Circle of Commerce, publiſhed 1623. | 
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The ſame author has given us the total amount 
of the cuſtoms of England, for the year 1613. 


At the port of London. 
£ #6... 


Outwards — — 61,322 16 7 
Inwards — — 48,250 19 


Total cuſtoms of the port 


of London 5 8 


At all the out- ports. 


Outwards — 25,471 19 7 


Inwards — 13,030 9 9 38,502 9 4 


9 148,075 78 


Total amount of the cuſtoms 
of England . 


By this it appears that London then contributed 
thrice as much to the cuſtoms as all England be- 
ſides. 

James, deſpiſed by his people, ated by his 
parliament, poſſeſſing a weak and frivolous mind, 
incapable of furniſhing any rational means of hap- 
pineſs, ſought a refuge from chagrin in the com- 
pany and ſolace of à favourite. Robert Carr, a 
youth about twenty years of age, and of a good 
family in Scotland, found means to obtain the aſ- 
cendency in the king? s eſteem. James ſoon knighted 
this minion, created him viſcount Rocheſter, gave 
him the garter, brought him into the privy-council, 
and entruſted him with the ſupreme direction of 
all his buſineſs and political concerns, til!, at 
length, he created him earl of Somerſet. An 
amour beeween this favourite and the counteſs of 
Eſſex, a woman as eminent for the charms of her 

Vol. IL D perſon, 
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perſon, as for the wantonneſs of her diſpoſition, at 
length brought on his diſgrace. Sir Thomas Over- 
bury, who had been his beſt friend, and moſt faith- 
ful adviſer, very ſtrenuouſly oppoſed a marriage with 
this lady, who was the daughter of the earl of Suffolk, 
and had been eſpouſed to the young lord Eſſex, now 
reſtored to his blood and dignity. Advice ſo re- 
pugnant to the inclinations of Somerſet, drew 
down on the knight the reſentment of the two 


lovers. The king, by falſe repreſentations, was 


prevailed on to confine Sir Thomas Overbury in 
the Tower ; and whilſt he there ſuffered all the ri- 
gours of impriſonment, the earl and the counteſs 
cauſed him to be poiſoned. Some few years elapſed 
before this tranſaction reached the king's ears; but, 
on being informed of it, he delivered his favourite 
up to a pubhe trial, by which he was found guilty, 
but received the royal pardon, in violation of a 
ſolemn oath which James had bound hiunſelf by, 
that the ſeverity of the law ſhould be inflicted, in 
caſe Somerſet was found guilty. But though his 
life was ſpared, he ever after continued in diſgrace. 

His next favourite obtained a yet greater aſcen- 
dency over this weak king : this was George Vil- 
hers, afterwards duke of Buckingham, whoſe perſo- 
nal beauty firſt drew the king's attention and regard. 
It may be reckoned among the moſt capricious 
circumſtances of this reign, that a King, who was 
bred a ſcholar, ſhould chooſe, for his favourites, 
the moſt illiterate of his courtiers; that he, who 
trembled at a drawn ſword, ſhould laviſh favours 
on one paſſionately fond of feats in arms, and ad- 
venturous enterprizes. Buckingham, having ob- 
tained a dukedom, was ſoon after inveſted with the 
order of the garter: he became, at the ſame time, 
maſter of the horſe, chief juſtice in eyre, warden 
of the Cinque- Ports, maſter of the King's-Bench 

office, 
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pffice, ſteward of Weſtminſter, conſtable of Wind- 
or Caſtle, and lord high admiral of England “. 


It has been already related in the former volume , 


hat queen Elizabeth obtained from the Dutch 


ertain terms for the re- payment of the ſums of 
1oney which ſhe had advanced to theſe infant 
ates : as a farther ſecurity for her reimburſement, 
he towns of Fluſhing, the Brille, and Rammek1as, 
yere put into her hands. When the peace with 
Spain was ratified, the ſtates of Holland ſtipulated 
ith the king, that the debt then due by them to 


he crown of England, amonnting to eight hun- 


red thouſand pounds, ſhould be diſcharged by 
early payments of forty thouſand pounds; and 
his ſum was regularly paid during five years. The 
ates now proftered to pay down two hundred and 
try thouſand pounds, if the king would agree to 
iſcharge them from all farther payments, and de- 
ver up the cautionary towns which he then held. 
he profuſe manner in which James beſtowed his 
avours on thoſe who had the good fortune to pleaſe 
1m, had reduced his exchequer to a very low ebb : 
1e, therefore, did not hefitate long, about accept- 
ng the offer made him by the thrifty Hollanders ; 
nd he, accordingly, cauſed theſe fortreſſes to be 
wacuated, by which ſtep the ſtates became pol- 
fled of ſuch a degree of independence and ſecu— 
ity, as they had never before experienced, His 
viſe and frugal predeceſſor would never have parted 
vith ſo effectual a check upon the conduct ot Hol- 
and; bur James was neither wiſe nor frugal, and 
herefore he loſt fight of national benefit, from his 
agernels to gain a private accommodation . 

Sir Walter Raleigh had now been thirteen years 
:onfined in the Tower, during which time rhe ſenti- 


* Clarendon's Hiſtory, Vol. I. p. 10. f Page 463. f Au. 
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ments of the nation were much changed concerning 
him. Men had leiſure to reflect on the hardſhip, 
not to ſay injuſtice, of his ſentence : they pitied 
his active and enterprizing ſpirit, which languiſhed 
in the rigours of confinement ; they were ſtruck 
with the extenſive genius of the man, who, after 
having employed his life in naval and military 
enterprizes, had ſurpaſſed, in literary merit, thoſe 
of his age as had been devoted entirely to ſuch 
purſuits ; and they admired his unbroken magnant- 
mitv, which, at his age, and under his circumſtances, 
could engage him to undertake and execute ſo 
great a work as his Hiſtory of the World *. King 
James's queen alſo was very well diſpoſed towards 
Raleigh; ſo that, at length, that monarch was pre- 
vailed upon to ſet him at liberty, and granted him a 
commiſſion, under the privy ſeal, empowering him to 
undertake a voyage to the ſouth parts of America, 
inhabited by heathen and ſavage people; the king 
reſerving to himſelf a fifth part of the gold, ſilver, 
and precious ſtones, which ſhould be procured by 
the voyage. 

Raleigh ſailed with twelve ſhips for the coaſt of 
Guiana, and again proceeded up the great river 
Oronoque, but without procuring the valuable 
productions, the idea of which had engaged num- 
bers to embark with him in the enterprize. On his 
return to England, Gondomar, the Spaniſh ambaſſa- 
dor at the court of London, repreſented, in very 
ſtrong terms, the depredations which he had com- 
mitted on the ſettlements in thoſe parts, at a time 
when the two Kingdoms were on friendly terms 
with each other. James dreaded, beyond meaſure, 
entering into a foreign war, and choſe to ſacrifice 
Raleigh to appeaſe the Spaniards, It cannot be 


* Hume's Hiſt, of England, Vol. VI. p. 93. 
denied, 
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denied, that he had committed unwarrantable 
violences, and for ſuch acts of injuſtice he ought to 
have been tried, and undergone condign puniſh- 
ment: but the king his maſter choſe to puniſh 
him in a more arbitrary and crue] manner ; he put 
in force the ſentence which had been pronounced 
againſt him fifteen years before, and, in conſe— 
quence of which, he had endured thirteeen years 
impriſonment. | 

Mr. Hume ſuppoſes Raleigh to have ſpread the 
report of the exiſtence of a gold mine in Guiana, 
in hopes thereby of recovering his liberty, nor from 
a real belief of it himſelf; and by landing at Guiana 
23 years before, he had acquired to the crown of Eng- 
land, according to the notions which then did, and 
at preſent do prevail, a claim to the country *, 


it 


* This great man was a native of Devonſhire, and ſpruns 


from a good family : his mother was relict of Otho Gil - 


bert, Eſq; by whom ſhe had Sir John, Sir Humphrey, and 
Sir Adrian Giibert. He was born in 1552, went early 0 
Oxford, and was entered in Oriel College; and by ſome is 
ſuppoſed to have been afterwards a ſtudent in the Middle 
Temple. When only ſeventeen years of age, he went 
over to France as a volunteer, in the ſervice of the Hugo- 
nots, where he continued five years, and then paſſed in: 
the Netherlands, where he ſerved againſt the Spaniards +. 
During this his novitiate in arms, he gained thoſe poliſhes 
manners, which only good ſenſe and an acquaintance with 
the world can confer, | | 

In 1578 he returned to England, where he found his half 
brother, Sir Humphrey Gilbert, endeavouring to form an 
aſſociation for the purpoſe of making diſcoveries in North- 
America, with which view he obtained a patent from the 
queen. Raleigh not only adventured his property in this 
ſcheme, but likewiſe accompanied Sir Humphtey in per- 
ſon on this voyage, which proved unſuccelsful. They re- 


— 


turned in the ſpring of 1579, having loſt their beſt ſtip. 


and 


+ Camden's Annals of Queen Elizabeth. Naunton's F rag. Reg. 
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It had happened in the mean time, that the Spa- 
niards, not knowing or not acknowledging this 
imaginary claim, had taken poſſeſſion of a part of 
Guiana, had formed a ſettlement on the river Oro- 


noque, 


and made no important diſcoveries, to compenſate for the 
dangers, expence, and inconveniences, which they had in- 
curred. Sir Walter's active ſpirit did not ſuffer him to re- 
main long unemployed ; accordingly we find him, the next 
vear, paſſing over into Ireland, to afiſt in counteracting 
the deſigns of the Spaniards on that kingdom, In this 
enterprize he was appointed to a captain's commiſſion. 
Whilſt emploved in this ſervice, he procured the govern- 
ment of Munſter, and a grant of valuable lands in that part 
of the kingdom which was ſubdued. His government he 
did not hold long, but returned to England, and grew into 
favour with the queen, and her court, vir hey 
Gilbert was then meditating a ſecond attempt at diſcovery, 
in effecting which Sir Walter Raleigh contributed a new 
ſhip, called the Bark Raleigh ; but he did not go himſelf 
on this voyage; the-unhappy iſſue of which has been re- 
lated in our firſt volume &. Not diſcouraged by this miſ- 
carriage, Raleigh, the very next year, obtained letters-pa- 
tent from queen Elizabeth, empowering him to make diſ- 
coveries in the weſtern world. The firſt voyage under- 
taken hereupon, brought the poſſeſſion of the American 
coaſt, through a long tract of country, to England, as has 
been already ſhewn f. 

In the year 1585 Sir Walter Raleigh fitted out a ſecond 
fleet to proceed to Virginia, which was the name given to 
the newly-diſcovered country: this armament brought 


home great gains, a valuable Spaniſh ſhip having fallen 
into its hands. 

When the king of Spain threatened the reduction of 
England, Sir Walter was choſen of the council, to concert 
meaſures to oppoſe the deſign: and he not only contributed 
his property, but expoſed his perſon, in oppoſing the Spa- 
niſh fleet; in the courſe of which ſervice he diſcovered 
great ſkill and bravery, and greatly recommended himſelf 
to his royal miſtreſs. He had now made over his property 
in the ſoil of Virginia, to a ſociety of merchants in London. 
Soon 
Page 400. Vol. I. p. 401. 
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noque, had built a little town called St. Thomas, 
and were there working ſome mines of ſmall value. 
To this place Raleigh directly bent his courſe , 

and, remaining himſelf at the mouth of the 8 
wit 


Soon after he was choſen knight of the ſhire for the 
county of Devon; and ſeveral of the ſpeeches which he 
delivered in the houſe of commons, are preſerved in Sir 
Simonds d' Ewes Journal of queen Elizabeth's Parliaments; 
iu which the ſoundneſs of his judgment, and the eloquence 
of his harangues, are very conſpicuous. In him men of 
learning and ingenuity found a patron and protector, But 
whilſt he continued to enjoy the {miles of his ſovereign, an 
intrigue with one of the maids of honour, which produced 
conſequences not to be concealed, forfeited him the royal 
favour. Whilft he continued under diſgrace, he led a life 
of retirement for ſome time. | 

In the year 595 he embarked on his expedition to Gui- 
ana, in which he was ſupported by the high dmiral, the 
earl of Nottingham, and Sir Robert Cecil, afterwards earl 
of Saliſbury, ſecretary of ſtate to king James, and then the 
ſworn foe of this great man“. The next important expe- 
dition in which he embarked was againſt Cadiz ; in which 
he was the principal means of obtaining that naval victor 
in the harbour, which paved the way for the taking of the 
town. Immenſe ſpoils were made by the fleet and army, 
whilit they held poſſeſſion of this opulent city: Sir Wal- 
ter, however, came in for a ſmall ſhare of the plunder ; for, 
as he himſelf expreſſes it, he got a lame leg, and deformed, 
and had poſſeſſion of naught but poverty and pain +.” 

In 1597 he ſent out a ſhip to Guiana, the ſettling of 
which country was his favourite ſcheme; but in doing it 
he was ſo powerfully oppoſed, that he never could make 
any progreſs therein. In the ſame year a grand fleet was 
got ready, to annoy the Spaniards in Europe, of which, 
the earl of Eſſex had the chief command, and Sir Walter 
Raleigh was one of the vice-admirals. The miſunder- 
ſtanding which aroſe between theſe two impetuous ſpirits, 
whilſt on this expedition, has been related f. This diffe- 
rence afterwards grew into a confirmed and bitter hatred ; 

| and 


» gee Vol. I. page 462. + Camden, I Vol. I. p. 465. 
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with five of the largeſt ſhips, he ſent up the reſt 
to St. Thomas, under the command of his ſon, 
and of Captain Keymis, a perſon entirely devoted 
to him. The Spaniards, who had expected this 

invaſion, 


and ſome few years afterwards. when the deſperate conduct 
of Eflex drew on himſelf deſtruction, Raleigh was one of 
the moſt active of that nobleman' J enemies. He took 
every method to awaken the queen's reſentment, and to 
procure the death of her favourite, This conduct rendered 
him unpopular, as Eſſex ſtood very high in the public 
opinion. Raleigh 1s ſaid to have beheld the execution of 
his rival from a window in the Tower ; which inſtance of 
Tancoruus enmity gave great offence, it being thought that 


O 
bis ſole intention therein, was, to feaſt his eyes with ſuch 


a ſcene; and no apology which he could make for his con- 


duct, would be accepted by the public. 

On the death of queen Elizabeth, Sir Walter Raleigh 
found himſelf neglected by her ſucceſſor. The events 
which befel him in the latter part of his life have been al- 
ready related, ſo far as they were of a public nature. 
Whilſt he remained a priſoner in the Tower, the ſeverities 
of his confinement were by degrees much relaxed, and his 
eſtates eie reſtored to him. But when things ſeemed i in 
a favourable train for his admiſſion into the favour of his 
prince, the king's ſudden and violent attachment to Robert 
Carr diſappointed all the hopes which Ralcmh had enter- 
tained. A flaw was diſcovered in the conveyance which he 
had made of his eſtates to his ſon, and, upon an information 
in the court of Exchequer, judgment was given for the 
crown : ſoon after the favourite obtained a regular grant 
of all the lands which Sir Walter had thereby forfeited. 
Cn this occaſion Raleigh's wife petitioned the king, when 
the anſwer he returned was, *I mun ha the lands, I mun 
ha the lands for Carr.” 

He ſpent a great part of his time during his long impri- 
ſonment in writing that noble monument of his parts and 
learning, „ I he Hiſtory of the World ;”” wherein he has 
ſhewn that he conſulted that wiſe rule of Horace, and fixed 
upon ſuch a ſubject as ſuited with his genius. He likewiſe 
devoted a part of his time to chemiſtry, but without being 
carried away by the viſionary chimeras which prevailed 1n 

that 
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invaſion, fired on the Engliſh at their landing, but 
were repulſed, and purſued into the town. Young 
Raleigh, to encourage his men, called out, Thar 
this was the true mine, and none but fouls looked for 
any other : then advancing upon the Spaniards, re- 


ceived a ſhot, of which he immediately expired, 
This 


that age. Beſides theſe purſuits, he occaſionally turned 
his thoughts on many other ſubjects, all of which were 
beneficial to mankind : of theſe treatiſes many ate printed; 
ſome are ſtill preſerved in MS. and not a few are loſt *. 
The death of this great man ſpread a general diſguſt through 
the nation; Buckingham who was greatly acceſſary in per- 
petrating this murder, prevailed on the miniſtry to publiſh 
a declaration, wherein the true motives and real cauſes of 
his death were pretended to be given. But this piece was 
far from ſatisfying men's minds; on the contrary, it ſerved 
to increaſe the general concern for the fate of this brave man. 
King James, after this tranſaction, granted a new commiſſion 
to captain Roger North for ſettling Guiana, which ſhews 
the opinion he entertained of his right to that country, 
F A A TI ern 

Three years after the tragical death of this extraordinary 
man, died the earl of Nottingham, of whom we have had 
frequent occaſion to make honourable mention, in the for- 
mer volume perticularly. Hewas born in the year 1536,and 
ſucceeded his father William lord Effingham, in the reign of 
queen Elizabeth. He continued lord high admiral of Eng- 
land till February 1618-19, when, hnding himſelt unable 
any longer to perform the duties of that great employment, 
which he had enjoyed about 33 years, he voluntarily reſigned 
it The king, being ſenſible of the important ſervices he had 
dane the nation, remitted him a debt of 18,000l. which he 
owed to the crown, ſettled on hm a penſion of 1000l. a 
vear for life, and granted him the place and precedency of 
John Mowbray, who had been created carl of Nottingham 
by King Richard II. at the time of his coronation. The 
earl died at the age of 88, leaving rather a memorial of his 
rxtraordin:ry worth than any great eltate to his family, 


_ * Campbell's Lives of the Admirals, Vol. II. p. 77. 
VoL, II. k, although 
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This diſmayed not Keymis and the others, They 
carried on the attack; got poſſeſſion of the town, 
which they afterwards reduced to aſhes; but found 
not in it any thing of value. 

Raleigh did not pretend that he had himſelf ſeen 
the mine, which he had engaged ſo many people 
to go in queſt of: it was Keymis, he ſaid, who 
had formerly diſcovered it, and had brought him a 
jump of ore, which promiſed imwenſe treaſures. 
Vet Keymis, who owned that he was within two 
hours march of the place, retuſed, on the moſt 
abſurd pretences, to take any cficEtual ſtep to- 
wards finding it; and he returted immediately to 
Raleigh, with the melancholy news of his ſon's 
death, and the ill ſucceſs of the enterprize. Sen— 
ſible to reproach, and dreading puniſhment for bis 
behaviour, Keymis, in deſpair, retired into his cabin, 
and put an end to his own life. 

The other adventurers n] concluded that they 
were deceived by Raleigh ; that he never had Known 
of any fuch mine as he pretended to go in ſcarch 
of; that his intention had cver been to plunder 
St. 1 homas, and, having ercouraged his company 
by the ipozls of that place, to have thence pro- 
cecded to the invaſion of the other Spanith ſertle- 
ments; that he expected to iepair his ruined for- 
tuncs by ſuch daring enterprizes ; and that he truſted 


although he had enjoyed ſo long the profitable poſt of lord 
adwuiraji, He lived in the molt ſplendid and magnificent 
manner, keeping ſeveral houſcs at the ſame time z "and was 
always forward to premote any deſign which promiſed to be 
any wiſe ſerviceable to his country. Sir Robert Naunton 
ſtyles him a worthy, honeſt, and brave man; and, for his 
perſon, as goodly a gentleman as any of his age“; and 
Mr. Oſborne tells us, that kis fidelity was ;mpregnable to 


corruption. Hiſtorical Memoirs e ne Elizabeth, 


+ Frag. Reg. 31. 


to 


Char. I.] or GREAT BRITAIN. 25 


to the money he ſhould acquire, for making hi; 
peace with England; or, if that view failed him, 
that he purpoſed to retire into ſome other country, 
where his riches would ſecure his retreat. 

The ſmall acquiſitions gained by the ſack of 
St. Thomas, diſcouraged Raleigh's companions ; 
though there were many circumſtances in the treaty 
and late tranſactions between the two nations which 
might invite theſe adventurers to engage in ſuch 
a piratical war againſt the Spaniards. 

When England made peace with Spain, the 
example of Henry IV. was imitated, who, at 
the treaty of Vervins, finding a difficulty in ad- 
juſting all queſtions with regard to the Indian 
trade, had agreed to paſs over that article in 
total ſilence. The Spaniards, having, all along, 
publiſhed ſevere edicts againſt the intercourſe of 
any European nation with their colonies, inter- 
preted this filence in their own favour, and 
confidered it as a tacit acquieſcence of England 
in the eſtabliſhed laws of Spain. The Engliſh, 
on the contrary, pretended, that, as they had 
never been excluded by any treaty from com- 
merce with any part of the King of Spain's 
dominions, it was {till as lawful for them to trade 
with his ſettlements in either Indies, as with his 
European territories. In conſequence of this am- 
biguity, many adventurers from England failed to 
the Spaniſh Indies, and met with ſevere puniſhment, 
when caught; as they, on the other hand, often 
ſtole, and, when ſuperior in power, forced a trade 
with the inhabitants, and refifted, nay ſometimes 
plundered, the Spaniſh governors. Violences vi 
this nature, which had been carried to a great 
height on both fides, it was agreed to bury in tota! 
oblivion ; becaule of the difficulty, which was 
tound, in remedying them, upon any fixed principles. 

2 Lu! 
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But as there appeared a great difference between 
private adventurers in fingle ſhips, and a fleet act- 
ing under a royal commiſſion, Raleigh's compa— 
nions thought it ſafeſt to return immediately to 
England, and carry him along with them to anſwer 
for his conduct. It appears, that he employed 
many artifices, firſt to engage them to attack the 
Spaniſh ſettlements, and, failing of that, to make 
his eſcape into France: but, all theie proving un- 
ſucceſsful, he was delivered into the King's hands, 
and ſtrictly examined, as well as his fellow-adven- 
turers, before the privy-council. The council, 
upon enquiry, found no difficulty in pronouncing, 
that the former ſuſpicions, with regard to Raleigh's 
intentions, had been well grounded ; that he had 
abuſed the king in the repreſentations which he had 
made of his projected adventure ; that, contrary to 
- his inſtructions, he had acted in an offenſive and 
hoſtile manner againſt his majeſty's allies ; and that 
he had wilfully burned and deſtroyed a town be- 
longing to the king of Spain. 

Raleigh, finding his fate inevitable, collected all 
his courage; and though he had formerly made ute 
of many mean arifices, ſuch as feigning madneſs, 
ſickneſs, and a variety of diſeaſes, in order to protract 
his examination, and procure his eſcape, he now 
reiolved to act his part with bravery and reſclution. 
Jig a ſharp remedy, he ſaid, but a ſure one for all 
ills; when he felt the edge of the ax by which he 
was to be beheaded. His harangue to the people 
was calm and elaquent ; and he endeavoured to 
revenge bimicif, and to load his enemies with the 
public hatred, by ſtrong atleveratiuns of fads, 
which, to ſay the leaſt, may be efteemed very 
dbubttul. Wh the utmoſt indiflerence, he laid 
his head upon te block, aud recenid the fatal 
b.ow. 


No 
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No meaſure of James's rcign was attended with 
more public diflatisfa&tion than the puniſhment of 
Sir Walter Raleigh, To execute a ſentence, which 
was originally ſo hard, which had been fo long ſul- 
pended, and which ſecmed to have been tacitly par- 
doned by conferring on him a new truſt and com- 
miſſion, was deemed an inſtance of cruelty and in- 
juſtice. To ſacrifice, to a concealed enemy of 
England, the life of the only man in the nation, 
who had a high reputation for valour and military 
experience, was regarded as meanneſs and indiſ- 
cretion : and the intimate connections, which the 
king was now entering into with Spain, being uni- 
verſally diſtaſteiul, rendered this proof of his com- 
plaiſance fill more invidious and unpopular “. 

The voyagers tell us, that in the. year 1619 the 
Engliſh made an unſucceſsful attempt to ſettle a 
trade from Japan with China and Cochin- China: 
at the latter country both the Engliſh and Dutch 
tactors were maſſacred, founded on a charge againſt 
the Dutch, for having burnt a town in that country. 

In the ſeventeenth volume? of Rymer's Faedera + 
is preſerved a grant irom King James to Clement 
Cotterell, Eſq; groom-poiter of the king's houſe. 
hold, to licenie the number of places for the uſe 
of cards, dice, bowling-allies, tennis-courts, and 
otl.er diverſions in the city and ſuburbs of London, 
an its vicinity, It appears hereby, that twenty-four 
bowling-allics were allowed within the cities of 
London and Weſtaiinſter, and their ſuburbs; in 
Souhwark jour; in St. Cithaiine's one; in the 
towns of Lambeth and South-Lambeth two; in 
Sor dich one ; and in every other burgh, town, 
village, or ham. e!, within tao miles of the ciaes 
of Lindon and Weſtminſter, one bowling-alley: 


© Hume's 11:8. of England, Vol, VI. p. gg. + Page 236. 
alſo 
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alſo within the two cities, and two miles round 
them, fourteen tennis-courts. For playing at 
cards and dice, forty taverns, within the ſame li- 
mits. For the honeſt and reaſonable recreation,” 
ſays this prince, © of good and civil people, who, 
for their quality and ability, may lawfully uſe ſuch 
games as bowling, tennis, dice, cards, tables, nine- 
holes, or any other game hereafter to be in- 
vented,” 

About this time, the Engliſh company trading to 
the Eaſt-Indies, obtained leave of the king of 
Golconda to ſettle at Madras-patan, on the coaſt 
of Coromandel, where they built a fort, which 
they named St. George, which remains, to this 
day, the emporium for the company's trade to all 
parts eaſt of cape Comorin. Fort St. George, 
however, 1s far from being a happy ſituation, being 
fituated on a barren ſoil, and tempeſtuous ſhore, 
having no kind of harbour, nor even a convenient 
landing-place for boats; beſides which, no freſh 
water is to be had nearer than a mile. Notwith— 
ſtanding, theſe local diſadvantages are counterba- 
lanced by its being advantageouſly ſituated for the 
trade in diamonds, muſlins, chints, &c. and in diſpo- 
ſing of the European merchandize moſt vendible 
there ; ſuch as ſtockings, haberdaſhery, gold and fil- 
ver lace, looking-glaſſes, drinking glaſſes, lead, 
wine, cyder, cheeſe, hats, ſtuffs, ribbons, &c. 

A very impolitic and unjuſtifiable perſecution of 
the puritans, or proteſtant diſſenters, at this time, 
brought on the effeEtual planting and enlarging of 
the new ſettlement in New- England. Mr, Robin- 
jon, a browniſt miniſter *, had, with his congre— 

gation, 


* This was a religious ſect, which ſprang out of the puritzns to- 
wards the cloſe of the ſixteenth century: their leader, Robert Brown, 
was born of a good family in Rutlandſhire, and related to the Jord- 
tzealurer Burleigh, He had his education at Cambridge, bur fit 

publiſied 
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gation, retired to Holland, to eſcape the rigour of 
the high commiſſion courts, and other ſpiritual 
judicatures. But not liking their refidence there, 
they determincd to croſs the Atlantic. Theſe ad- 
venturers were joined by many ſubſtantial families 
from England, who converted their eſtates into 
money, to enable them to ſettle in America, vir 
Robert Naunton, one of the King's ſecretaries of 
ſtate, being a favourer of the puritans, was very 
aſſiſting therein, by procuring the king's counte- 
nance to theſe emigrations; who granted them a 
patent, under the ſanction of which they ſettled at 
a place near Cape Cod, which they called New 
Plymouth. Here they aſſociated themſelves into 
a ſocicty, by a formal inſtrument, in which they 
declared themſelves ſubjects of the crown of Eng- 
land, and ſolemnly engaged themſelves to an ab- 
ſolute ſubmiſſion to fuch laws and rules as ſhould 
be eſtabliſhed for the good of the colony, and an- 
nually elected a governor. 

For ſome years they ſuffered ſevere hardſhips ; as 
all new ſettlers who have a wild country to reduce 
muſt be unavoidably expoſed to: fickneſs waſted 
their numbers, but every year brought them new 


publiſhed his notions,and began to inveigh openly againſt the diſcipline 
and ceremonies of the eſtabliſh-d church of England, at Norwich, in 
T1580; from which time he was perſecuted by the biſhops, inſomuch 
that he hoaſted he had been committed to no leſs than thirty-two pri- 
ſons, in ſome of which he could not ſee his hand at noonday. At 
length, with his congregation, he left the kingdom, and ſettled at 
Middleburgh, in Zealand, where they obtained leave of the ſtates to 
worſhip God in their own way, and form a church according to their 
own model. They had not been long thus eſtabliſhed before diſſen- 
tions broke out among them, which grew to ſuch a height, that Brown, 
their paſtor, grew weary of his office, and, returning to England in 
1589, renounced his principles of ſeparation, and obtained a living in 
Northamptonſhire, where he died in 1630. The revolt of Brown was 
attended with the diflolution of the church at Middleburgh ; but the 
ſceds of Browniſm, which he had ſown in England, were ſo far from 
being deſtroyed, that Sir Walter Raleigh, in a ſpeech in x 592, computed 
no lels than twenty thouſand followers of it.—-Chambers* Dittionary. 
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adventurers from Fngland, with ſupplies of ſuch 
articles as were beſt ſuited for traffic with the In- 
dians ; in return for which they received corn, furs, 
fiſh, and ſkins, which found a ready market in 
England. A trade, thus mutually beneficial, being 
now opened with the Mother Country, in five years 
time the new ſettlers were enabled to clear and cul- 
tivate as much land as produced a ſufficiency of corn 
for their own conſumption.—The contracted views 
of narrow-minded politicians diſcovered the ſeeds 
of many national evils in the colonization of Ame- 
rica. They predicted the riſe of an independent 
fate, which ſhould rival the Mother-Country, and 
depopulate it by the tranſition of its moſt valuable 
jubjects to the weſtern hemiſphere. But, in ſpite of 
theſe prognoſtics, Great Britain, to uſe the lan- 
guage of the poet,“ grew with their growth, and 
ſtrengthened with their ſtrength.” If, at the expi- 
ration of a century and a half, the evils, at firſt 
foretold, have, in any meaſure ariſen, yet no one 
can deny that the human ſpecie is beneñted by the 
ſettling of America, fince an active and enterprizipg 
race of men is difeniinated in thoſe parts of the 
world, which were before the haunts of wild beaſts 
and reptiles, and only occaſionally viſited by hordes 
of wandering Indians. i he Engliſh merchant 
may, at this day, wiſh to ſce the conſequence of 
America reduced, and its trade reſtrained ; the 
Britiſh legiſlature, after having firained every inven— 
tive faculty in deviiing modes of taxation, would. 
wiſh to draw financial reſources from the other ſection 
of the globe; but the citizen of the world bends 
his attention to the welfare of mankind at large, and 
loves his country, without abating his attachment to 
the intereſts of humanity. 

Spain not being able of itſelf ro cruſh the Al- 
garines, who, at this time, were formidable in 


ſhipping, 
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ſhipping, and greatly infeſted the Spaniſh coaſts, after 
four different expediticns apainſt that city, count 
Gondemar, ambaſſador from Spain to king James, 
found means to make that monarch the inſtrument 
of his maſter's revenge. Having gained the duke 
of Buckingham to ſecond his views, they united 
in repreſenting to him the mighty glory which 
would be derived from ſuch a conqueſt, and the 
benefits which the taking of that neſt of pirates 
would bring to the commerce of England. vir 
Robert Manſel was therefore ſent out with fix men 
of war, and twelve {tout ſhips, hired from the 
merchants. On the 27th of November, they came 
to an anchor in Algiers Road, and ſaluted the town 
without receiving a ſingle gun in anſwer ; however, 
a negociation enſued, in which it is hard to ſay 
whether the Turks or the admiral acted with greater 
chicanery. The Turks at Jaſt promiſed to give 
the admiral ſatisfaction to his demands; upon 
which he ſailed to the Spaniſh coaſt, attended with 
ſix French men of war; the admiral of this ſqua- 
dron ſtruck to the Engliſh fleet upon the firſt join- 
ing it, which ſeems to have been the greateſt ho- 
nour, and perhaps the greateſt advantage that at- 
tended this whole expedition *. It had been well 
if this enterprize had ended thus; but after receiv- 
ing a ſupply of proviſions from England, it was 
reſolved to make another attempt upon Algiers in 
the ſpring, and, if poſſible, to burn the ſhips in 
the mole T. Accordingly, in the month of May, 
the fleet left the coaſt of Majorca, and on the 21ſt of 
the fame month anchored before Algiers, and 
began to prepare for the execution of this deſign. 


* Purchas's Pilgrimage, p. $81, See alſo an account of this expe- 
dition, publiſhed by authority, in 1621. + See the relation of this 
expedition before referred to, which is almoſt the only authentic ace 
count we have of it; and yet it is an account only on one lide, and was 


certainly written to jutlify the undertaking. | : 
ampbell's Remarks, Nav. Hift, 
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Two ſhips taken from the Turks, and three brigan- 
tines, were prepared for the purpoſe, and ſeven 
armed boats followed to ſuſtain them, in caſe they 
were purſued at their coming off. Theſe were like- 
wiſe furniſhed with fire- works to deſtroy the ſhips 
without the mole. On the 24th, the ſhips ad- 
vanced with a briſk gale towards the mole ; but 
when they were within leſs than a muſket-ſhot of 
the mole's head, the wind died away, and it grew 
ſo calm they could not enter. However, the boats 
and brigantines finding they were diſcovered by the 

rightneſs of the moon, which was then at full, 
and being informed by a chriſtian ſlave, who ſwam 
from the town, that the Turks had left their thips 
unguarded, they reſolved to proceed; which they 
did, but performed little or nothing, and then re- 
tired with the loſs of fix men. After a day or two's 
ſtay, they put to ſea, and in the month of June, 
returned to England. Two other fleets were after- 
wards ſent againſt them, one under lord Willough- 
by, the other under lord Denbigh ; both of which 
did ſo little, that very few of our hiftorians take 
any notice of them. Sir William Monſon remarks 
on this expedition, that, if thoſe chriſtian countries 
which lie oppoſite to Algiers, could never prevail 
in their ſeveral attempts againſt it, notwithſtanding 
their ſuperior advantages in embarking and tranſ- 
porting an army ſuddenly, and without ſpreading 
an alarm, what hopes bas England to prevail, 
whoſe deſigns muſt be known before they can be 
executed ? Such warning given would be ſufficient 
for a garrifon-d town of leſs force and fewer men 
than Algiers to prevent a furprize. Experience 
his, however, in our days rendered us wiſer; and 
we now are ſenſible of the ſubſtantial benefits de- 
rive in our commerce from being at peace with 
the Barbary States, whilſt they make depredations on 
Other nations: and our acquiſition of Gibraltar, and 


the 
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the naval force kept there, will probably be ever 
ſufficient to keep thoſe of Algiers, Salee, 'Tunis, and 
Tripoli, in conſtant awe of us. 

The Dutch were now advancing apace into 
a diſtinguiſhed rank among the powers of Eu- 
rope. As their views were entirely commercial, 
they began to covet with great avidity the lucrative 
commerce which the ſpice iſlands in the Eaſt In- 
dies held out. Their ſucceſſes in ſupplanting the 
Portugueſe ſerving only to increaſe their rapacity, 
they began to grow impatient of ſharers in any 
branch of this trade. The method which theſe 
people took to compaſs their ends, are repreſented 
in the moſt odious light by the Engliſh, who un- 
fortunately fell a ſacrifice to their inſatiable thirſt 
of gain: the Dutch, on the other hand, attempt to 
valliate the cruel and unjuſt proceedings of their 
countrymen, by repreſenting the Engliſh as draw- 
ing down upon themſelves the fate which befel 
them. In order to ſteer clear of national preju- 
dices, we ſhall ſtate the tranſactions of this period 
in the words of the abbe Raynal, who cannot be 
ſuſpected of partiality to either ſtare, and who is 
generally allowed to have made his reſearches with 
great aſſiduity, and with equal ability. 

„The Dutch, who had driven the Portugueſe 
from the ſpice iſlands, never intended to ſuiler a 
nation to ſettle there, whoſe maritime force, cha- 
racter, and government, would make them formi- 
dable rivals, They had many advantages on their 
ſide, ſuch as powerful colonies, a well-exercifed 
navy, firm alliance, a great fund of wealth, a 
knowledge of the country, and of the principles 
and details of commerce, which the Engliſh want- 
ing, were attacked in all poſſible ways. 

« The firſt ſtep their rival took was to drive them 
from the fertile places where they had formed ſet- 
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tlementts. In the ilands where their power was 

Jeſs eſtabliſned, they endeavoured by accuſations, 

equally void of truth and decency, to make them 

oclioùs to the natives of the country. Theſe ſhame- 

ful expedients not meeting with all the ſucceſs the 

Dutch expected, thoſe avaritious traders reſolved to 
roceed to acts of violence. 

c The indien Ocean became, at this period, the 
ſcene of the moſt bloody engagements between the 
maritime forces of the two nitions. 'I hey ſought 
out, attacked, and «ombyutted each other with the 
ſpirit of men who choſe to conquer or die. Equal 


courage appeared on both fides, but there was a 


diſparity in their forces, The Engliſh were on the 
point of being overcome, when ſome moderate 
people in Europe, which the flames of war had not 
reached, endcavoured to find out the means of ac- 
commodating their differences. By an infatuation, 
which it is not caſy to explain, the very ſtrangeſt 
of all was adopted. 

& In 1619 the two companics ſigned a treaty, the 
purport of which was, that the Molucca iflands, 
Ambovna and Banda, ſhould belong in common 
to the two nations : that the Englith ſhould have 
one third, and the Dutch two thirds of the produce, 
at a fixed price : that each, in proportion to their 
intereſt, ſhould contribute to the defence of theſe 
iflands : that a council compoſed of ſkilful men 
of both parties, ſhould regulate all the affairs of 
commerce at Batavia: that this agreement, gua- 
ranteed by the reſpective ſovercigns, ſhould laft 


twenty years; and that, if any difference ſhould 


ariſe during this interval, that could not be ſettled 
by the two companies, they ſhould be determined 
by the king of Great Britain and the States Gene- 
ral. Among all the political conventions preſerved 
in hiſtory, it would be difficult to find a more extra- 
ordinary one than this. It had the fate it Ceſerved, 

he 
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© The Dutch were no ſooner informed of it in 
India, than they deviſed means to render it inef- 
fectual. The ſituation of affairs favoured their de- 
ſigns. The Spaniards and the Portugueſe had taken 
advantage of the diſputes between their enemies, 
to regain the ſettlements in the Moluccas. They 
might fortify themſelves there; and it was dange- 
rous to give them time. The Engliſh commiſſaries 
concurred with the Dutch in opinion, that it would be 
beſt to attack them without delay ; but added, that 
they were not at all prepared to act in concert with 
them. This declaration, which was expected, was 
regiſtered ; and their aflociates embarked alone in 
an expedition, all the advantages of which they re- 
ſerved to themſelves. The agents of the Dutch 
company had only one ſtep further to go to get all 
the ſpices into the hands of their maſters, which 
was, to drive their rivals from the ifland of Am- 
boyna. The method by which they ſucceeded in 
their project was very extraordinary. 

A Japaneſe, in the Dutch ſervice at Amboyna, 
made kimfelt ſuſpected by his imprudent curioſity. 
He was ſeized, and confeſſed that he had entered 
into an engagement with the ſoldiers of his nation, 
to deliver up the fort to the Engliſh. His com- 
rates confirmed his account, making the ſame con- 
feſfion. Upon theſe unanimous depoſitions, the 
authors of the conſpiracy, who did not diſavow, but 
even acknowledged it, were loaded with irons ; 
and the ignominious death which ali the criminals 
were condemned to ſuffer, put an end to the plot. 
This is the account given by the Dutch. 

+ The Engliſh have always confidered this accu- 
ſation as the ſuggeſtion of an unbounded avarice. 
They have maintained, that it was abſurd to ſup— 
Pole, that ten factors, and eleven foreign ſoldiers, 
could have formed the project of ſeizing upon a 
place which was garriſoned by two huncred ey 

| that 
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that even if theſe unhappy men had thought it poſ- 
ſi ble to execute ſo extravagant a plan, would they 
not have been diſcouraged by the impoſſibility of 
obtaining ſuccours to defend them againſt an ene- 
my who would have beſieged them on all ſides ? To 
make a conſpiracy of this kind probable, it requires 
ſtronger proot than a confeſſion extorted from the 
accuſed by extremity of torture. The torments of 
the rack never afforded any other proof, than that 
of the courage or weakneſs of thoſe whom barba- 
rous cuſtom condemned to it. Theſe conſidera- 
tions, ſtrengthened by ſeveral others, almoſt equally 
convincing, have made the ſtory of the conſpiracy 
of Amboyna ſo ſuſpected, that it has generally been 


conſidered as a cloak to cruelty and avarice. 


The miniſtry of James 1. and the whole nation, 
were at that time ſo engaged in eccleſiaſtical ſub- 
tleties, and the diſcuſhon of the rights of king and 
people, that they were not ſenſible of the inſults 
offered to the Engliſh name in the caſt. This in- 
difference produced a caution which ſoon degenerated 
into weakneſs. Theſe iſlanders, however, maintained 


the bravery of their character better at Coromandel 


and Malabar *.“ 
James, who through his whole reign had ſhewn 


an abject dread of entering into any foreign war, 


at length found himſelf, in an advanced period of 
his life, precipitated into a diſpute with Spain, to 
gratify the capricious humour of Buckingham, who 
bore an unlimited aſcendency over his ſovereign. 
This favourite had inſpired the young prince Charles 
with a deſire of going diſguiſed into Spain, to court 
the Infanta. They were received there with all 
poſſible reſpect ; but Buckingham filled the whole 
court with intrigues, adventures, ſerenades, and 


* Raynal's Account of European Settlements in the Eaſt Indies. 
Eng!lith tranflation, Vol. L. p. 313, et leq, 


Jea- 


Cy 


Cd © 


Cup. I.] or GREAT BRITAIN. 47 


jealouſies. To complete the folly, he fell in love 
with the ducheſs of Olevarez, the prime miniſter's 
wife, and inſulted her huſband. Theſe levities 
were not to be tolerated at ſuch a court as that of 
Spain, where jealouſy is ſo prevalent, and deco- 
rum ſo neceſſary: the match was broken off, and the 
prince was permitted to return in ſafety. Bucking- 
ham, on his return to England, repreſented the 
court of Spain as inſincere in its pretended appro- 
bation of this match. A parliament was ſummoned 
to enable the King to make head againſt that power, 
which he was juſt before wiſhing to unite in the 
cloſeſt alliance. The houſe of commons defired 
nothing more ezrneſtly than a rupture with Spain; 
Buckingham therefore hereupon became the momen= 
tay favourite of the public. 

A match for prince Charles was ſoon after ne- 
ecciated with Henrietta, the daughter of Henry IV. 
of France, and this met with better ſucceſs 
tkan the former: Charles had ſeen this princeſs, 
when he paziſed through that kingdom in diſguiſe, 
m his way to Spain; he admired her beauty, and 
from every quarter was informed of her accom- 
plſhments. A diſpenſation was obtained from the 
pope, for her marrving a proteſtant prince; but 
James died before the conſummation of the nup- 
tials, the 25th of march, 1625, in the 59th year of 
of his age, and 23d of his reign. 

It is acknowledged by all hiſtorians, that trade 
increalted much in this reign, principally cauſed by 
the vigorous meaſures of the parliament, which freed 
it from fcveral monopolies ; an impoſition with 
which it had been much fettered by Elizabeth. 
A board of trade was firſt eſtabliſhed by this 
King, to examine the efficacy of expedients which 
were propoſed tor the advancement of commerce. 
Agriculture received great improvement in his time, 


and 
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and the nation began to be more independent on 
foreign produce for their ſubſiſtence “. 

James's vearly revenue was four hundred and fifty 
thouſand pounds. The ſubſidies which were grant- 
ed bim by the commons and the clergy, money 
paid him by the ſtates of Holland and the king of 
France, with the ſums he raiſed by extraordinary and 
illegal methods, amounted in the whole to two 
million one hundred and ninety-three thouſand three 
hundred and ſeventy-four pounds ; which, divided 
into twenty-two equal portions, and added to his 
ordinary revenue, make an annual income of nearly 
five hundred and fifty thouſand pounds : to which 
account of the revenue may be added tonnage and 
poundage, the produce of which has never yet 
been calculated; the increaſe of trade, and the ex- 
orbitant impoſitions which were laid on merchan- 
dize in this reign, made them very conſiderable . 

By an act of Parliament paſſed in this reign, the 
rate of legal intereſt for money was reduced from 
ten to eight per cent. per annum 4, which act con- 
cludes with this remarkable proviſo: * No words 
in this law contained, ſhall be conſtrued or ex- 
pounded to allow the practice of uſury in point of 
religion or conſcience.” Sir Thomas Culpeper was 
chiefly inftrumental in procuring this law, which 
he foretold would produce many happy effects ; 
to the king in the improvement of his cuſtoms ; 
to the landlord in the advancement of his rents, 
and value of his eſtate; to the merchant in the 
quickneſs of his trade, and benefit of his re- 
turns; and to the borrower in the eaſe of his con- 
dition. And Sir Joßah Child, in bis Diſcourſe on 
trade, firſt publiſhed in the year 1670, remarks, 
that, in the year 1635, which was only ten years 


* Macaulay's Hiſtory of England, Vol. I. p. 267, odtavo edition, 
lems. þ 28 James I. cap. 17, 


after 


_ 


Car. I.] or GREAT BRITAIN. 49 


after the making of this law, there were more mer- 
chants to be found -on the -exchange of London, 
worth one thouſand pounds and upwards each, than 
were before the year 16co to be found worth one 
hundred pounds each. 'That before and about the 


time of this reduction of intereſt, the current price 


of land was twelve years purchaſe, which ſoon after 
roſe confiderably higher. The word intereſt, for the 
forbearance of money, was firſt uſed in this act, in 
its modern ſenſe, although the word «ſury is there 
ſtill applied, and uſed as ſynonymous. 

The royal navy was increaſed in the reign of 
James I. almoſt double the number of queen Eli— 


- zabeth's own ſhips of war, viz. from thirteen to 


twenty-four men of war. Ihe largeſt of queen 
Elizabeth's ſhips at her death conſiſted of one 


thouſand tons, carrying only three hundred and 
forty mariners and forty cannon; and the [malleſt, 


of fix hundred tons, carrying one hundred and fitty 
mariners, and thirty cannon ; beſides ſmall veſſels 
occaſionally hired of private owners. In the five 
preceding years of 1623, king James built ten 
new ſhips, and expended fifty thoufand pounds a 


year on the fleet, beſide the value of thirty ſix thou- 


ſand pounds in timber, which he gave yearly from the 


royal foreſts “. 

By an account, which ſeems judicious and aceu— 
rate, it appears, that all the ſeamen employed in 
the merchant fervice, amounted to ten thouſand 
men, which probably excceds not the fifth part 
of their preſent number. Sir Thomas Overbury 
fay-, that the Dutch, poflefled three times more 


ſhipping than the Engliſh, but that their ſhips were 


of interior burthen to thoſe of the latter +, Sir 
Wiltam Monſon computed the Engliſh naval power 


* Hame's Ust. of Fnrwland, Vol. VT. P · 43 1 Remarks Ot 
his Travels, Harl. Miſc, Vol. II. p. 349. 
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to be little or nothing inferior to the Dutch “, 
which is ſurely an exaggeration. The Dutch, at 
this time, traded to England with fix hundred ſhips ; 
England to Holland with ſixty only . 

A catalogue of the manufactures, for which the 
Engliſh were then eminent, would appear very con- 
temptible, in compariſon of thoſe which flouriſh 
among them at preſent. Almoſt all the more ela- 
borate and curious arts were only cultivated abroad, 
particularly in ltaly, Holland, and the Netherlands. 
Ship-building, and the founding of iron cannon, 
were the ſole in which the Engliſh excelled. They 
ſeem, indeed, to have poſſeſſed alone the ſecret uf 
the latter; and great complaints were made every 
parliament againſt the exportation of Engliſh ord- 
Nance. 


Nine-tenths of the commerce of the kingdom 


conſiſted in woollen goods. Wool, however, was 


allowed to be exported till the 19th of James I. 
Its exportation was then forbidden by proclama- 
tion, though that edict was never ſtrictly executed. 
Moſt of the cloth was exported raw, and was dyed 
and dreſſed by the Dutch; who gained, it is pre- 
tended, ſeven hundred thouſand pounds a year by 
this manufacture. A proclamation iſſued by the 
king, againſt exporting cloth in that condition, 
had ſucceeded ſo ill, during one year, by the re— 
fuſal of the Dutch to buy the dreſſcd cloth, that 
great murmurs aroſe againſt it; and this meaſure 
was reiracted by the king, and complained of by 
the nation, as if it had been the moſt impolitic in 
the world. It ſeems indeed to have been pre- 
mature. 

In fo little credit was the fine Engliſh cloth 
even at home, that the king was obliged to ſeek 
expedients, by which he might engage the people of 


* Naval Tracts, p. 329, 350. + Raleigh's Obſervations, 
faſhjon 
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faſhion to wear it. The manuſacture of fine linen 
was totally unknown in the kingdom. 

The company of Merchant-adventurers, by their 
patent, poſſeſſed the ſole commerce of woollen 
goods, though the ſtaple commodity of the king- 
dom. An attempt made during the reign of Eliza- 
beth, to lay open this important trade, had been 
attended with bad conſequences for a time, by a 
conſpiracy of the Merchant-adventurers not to 
make any purchaſes of cloth; and the queen im- 
mediately reſtored them their patent *. 

In this reign the French had ſailed to the Caribbee 
Iſlands, in hopes of making themſelves maſters of 
the Spaniſh veſſels that frequented thoſe ſeas, 
Their courage had been ſucceſsful on many occa- 
ſions, but they were at laſt obliged, in order to re- 
fit, to ſeek an aſylum, which they found at St. 
Chriſtopher's. This iſland appeared to them a pro- 
per place for ſecuring the ſucceſs of their expedi- 
tions, and they were therefore defirous of procu- 
ring a ſettlement upon it . Deſnambuc, their 
chief, not only obtained leave to form an eſtabliſh- 
ment there, but likewiſe to extend it as far as he 
was either defirous or was able to do, in the great 
Archipelago of America. This iſland ſoon became 
the nurſery of the Engliſh as well as the French 
colonies in America. Both nations are ſaid to have 
arrived there on the ſame day in 1625 . They 
ſhared the iſland between them, ſigned a perpetual 
neutrality, and entered into a mutual engagement 
to aſſiſt each other againſt their common enemy the 
Spaniards, who, for a century paſt, had invaded or 
diſturbed the two hemiſpheres. But jealouſy ſoon 
divided thoſe whom intereſt had united. The 
French grew jealous of the proſperous labours of 


® Hume's Hiſt. of England, Vol. VI. p. 182. + Anderſon on 
Commerce, Vol. II. p. 20. 1 Raynal, liv, XIV, | 
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the Engliſh; who, on their fide, could not bear pa- 
tiently, that an idle neighbour, whoſe only employ- 
ment was hunting and gallantry, ſhould be trying 
to rob them of their wives, This reciprocal unea— 
ſineſs ſoon created quarrels, war, and devaſtations, 
though neither of the parties aimed at conqueſt. 
Theſe were only domeſtic animoſitics, in which go- 
vernment took no part. 

James was of a middle ſtature, and of à fair 
complexion : his perſon was plump, but not cor- 
pulent ; his countenance diſagrecable, his eyes be- 
ing large and rolling, his beard thin, and his tongue 
too big for his mouth: he had an aukward air, 
and his gait was remarkably ungraceful, from a 
weakneſs in his Knees, which prevented his walking 
without aſſiſtance : in his diet he was tolerably tem- 
perate, but drank little elſe befides rich and ſtrong 
wines. 

The virtues of this prince were ſo mixed with 
the vices that bordered upon them, as to exhibit 
no lights to ſet off the ſhades of his character. 
His generofity was tainted by a childiſh profuſion, 
that prevented his paying his juſt obligations, and 
laid him under the Landy”. ity of attempting illegal and 
unjuſt methods of acquiring money. His friendihip 
was directed by fo puerile a fancy, that he choſe 
the moſt contemptible objects, and laviſhed upon 
them unmerited favours; but he ſeldom advanced a 
man of merit to preferment. 

While King of Scotland, his behaviour was, in 
many points, unexceptionable ; but the ridiculous 
and even profane flattery he received from many of 
the Engliſh nobility, raiſed in his mind ſuch an 
high opinion of himſelf, as debauched him from 
this circumſpect conduct. Among the forwardeſt 
of theſe ſycophants was Cecil, who, when James came 
to the poſſeſſion of the throne of England, had the 
aſſurance to tell him, that he ſhould find his Eng- 

liſh 
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liſh ſubjects like aſſes, on whom he might lay any 
burthen, and ſhould need neither bit nor bridle, 
but their aſſes ears. As he had a more learned 
education than is commonly beſtowed on princes, 
he made pretenſions to a conſummate knowledge 
in divinity, politics, and the art of government, 
which procured him the vain, flattering compliment 
of being the Solomon of the age, and has fince 
expoſed him to an high degree of ridicule, While 
his conduct ſhewed him extremely deficient in all 
theſe points, his romantic ideas of the natural 
rights of ſovereign princes, made him publickly own 
his pretenſions, which filled the minds of his people 
with an incurable jealouſy; and this, with the 
affectation of diſſembling, which he called king- 
craft, rendered him the object of fear and diſtruſt. 
Yet, in his converſation, he deſcended to buffoonery, 
and ſuffered his favourites to addreſs him in the 
roſſeſt terms of licentious familiarity, while thoſe 
5 himſelf uſed were no leſs familiar, and affectedly 


abſurd and childiſh *. 


Macaulay's Hiſt, of England, Vol. I. p. 2 55, &c, oftayo edition. 
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The Naval Hiſtory of Great Britain during the Reign 
of Charles the Firſt—France aſſiſted with Ships 
from England to ſubdue the Rochellers—Commſ- 
froners of the Navy—T he King borrows Money on 
his yearly Revenue and on the Crown Fewels — 
Naval Expedition againſt Spain Mar with France 
—Deſcent on the e of Rhe—The Fleet ſent 
to the relief of Rochelle—The Duke of Bucking- 
ham afſaſſinated—T he Earl of Lindſay Admiral of 
the Fleet —England's Dominion over the Narrow 
Seas aſſerted by Selden—Quebec taken by Sir 
David Kirk—Progre/s of France in Commerce 
under the Adminiſtralton of Richlieu— Diſcoveries 
of the Dutch in the South Sea—T onnage and Pound- 
age levied—Maryland jetiled—T he land of An- 
tigua ſetiled Treaty of St. Germaine en Laye-- 
Foreign Proteſtants driven out of the Kingdom 
Ship-money levied—John Hambdeu—Sir Thomas 
Wentworth Eſtabliſument of the Linen Manu- 
fafture in Ireland—Deſcent on Jamaica—Grand 
Fleet of Spain defeated—New Eaſt-India Company 
Trial and Execution of the Earl of S rafford 
Conduit of the Houſe of Commons Bill for Trien- 
nal Parliaments—T te kingdom of Portugal throws 


of 
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off the Yoke of Spain — Maſſacre in Ireland—Con- 


duct of Charles to his Parliament—Commencement 
of the Civil War —Battle of Edgehill—Death of 
Haimbden and Lord Falkland - Exploits of Fairfax 
and Cromwe!! — Prince Rupert—State of the Navy 
Supreme Authority aſſumed by the Parliament — 
A lee: in the hates declares for the King 
Kump Parkament—Trial and Execution of Charles J. 

—fxiije introduced — Naval Charges and Equip- 

menls— Sir William Monſon. 


PON the demiſe of king James the Firſt, 

his only ſon Charles, prince of Wales, ſuc- 
ceeded him, with the general approbation of the 
people. He was then twenty-five years of age; 
and, after the marriage treaty with Spain had been 
broken off, his conduct, in promoting a rupture 
with that kingdom, had rendered him very po- 
pular. The power and influence of Buckingham 
ſeemed rather to have gained ſtrength by the ac- 
ceſſion of Charles to the crown. The charge of the 
war with Spain, the King's marriage with the princeſs 
Henrietta- Maria, and the ſole direction of the admi- 
niſtration, were entruſted to him. In the month of 
June 1625, Buckingham went to attend the princeſs 
with the royal navy, and brought her to Dover, 
from whence ſhe proceeded to Canterbury, where 
the marriage was conſummated. A tew days after, 
the king, with his new queen, entered London 
privately, the plague at that time raging in the 
ſuburbs. 

The Parliament, which had been ſummoned to 
meet at Oxford, were far from teſtifying that affec- 
tion for their ſovereign which a young king gene- 
raily receives on the firſt commencement of his 
reign, Nor would Charles have been deſtitute of 


ſuch 


56 NAVAL HISTORY [Book UI. 


ſuch implicit popularity, but for a meaſure which 
gave general diſguſt. 

The marquis D'Effiat, ambaſſador from France 
to his father, had drawn from James a promiſe to 
furniſh the King, his maſter, with a ſhip -of war, 
and ſeven armed merchantmen, to be employed 
againſt the Genoeſe, who, being firm and uſeful 
allies to the Spaniſh Monarchy, were conſidered as 
enemies by the Kings of England and of France. 
Buckingham, who was at this time warmly attached 
to the court of France, prevailed on Charles to lend 
theſe ſhips. When they arrived at Dieppe, there 


aroſe a ſtrong ſuſpicion that they were to ſerve 


againſt Rochelle, a town at that time poſſeſſed by the 
Hugonots, and exempt from the juriſdiction of the 
French monarch; and in this expedition the duke 
de Montmorency was to take the command. Vice- 
admiral Pennington, who commanded this ſqua— 
dron, had received particular orders from the lord 
high admiral ; but theſe he did not chooſe to in- 


terpret to mean the delivery of the ſhips for the 
purpoſe to which they were now found to be deſtined. 


The Engliſh failors were highly incenſed, and drew up 
a remonſtrance to their commander, in which all 
their names were ſigned in a circle, that no one 
ſhould be ſingled out as the ringleader. Pennington 
hereupon declared, that he had rather be hanged 
in England for diſobeying orders, than fight againſt 
his proteſtant brethren, and immediately tailed back 
to the Downs. Ihe Rochellers were alarmed, and 
ſent over to England agents to ſolicit the detention 
of this ſquadron; notwithſtanding which, expreſs 
orders were given Pennington to deliver up the 
fleet to the French. As Buckingham knew the 
general reluctance which prevailed, he cauſed it 
to be confidently reported, that a peace was con- 
cluded between the court of France and the 


Hugonots. 
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Hugonots, In the month of Auguſt, Pennington 
failed a ſecond time for Dieppe, where, according 
to his inſtructions, the merchant ſhips were deh- 
vered to the French. No ſooner did it appear that 
they had been deceived, than Sir Ferdinando 
Gorges, who commanded the king's ſhip, which 
was called the Great Neptune, weigned anchor, 
and put to ſea; and fo firmly united were all the 
oiticers and ſeamen on board the other ſhips, that, 
notwithſtanding the great offers made them by the 
French, they immediately departed, and returned 
to England, one gunner alone excepted, and he 
was afterwards killed in chargimg a cannon before 
Rochelle. The ſhips remained with the French, 
and were actually employed againſt the Rochellers. 
This affair made a great clamour in the nation, and 
afterwards formed an article of impeachment againſt 
Buckingham #. 

One of the firſt als of the new king was to re- 
new his late father's commiſſion to twelve commiſ- 
ſioners of the navy, Theſe ſcem to have been 
moſtly ſtationed, as at preſent, into diſtinct branches, 
ſuch as a comptroller, a ſurveyor, a clerk of the 
navy, &c. This board, as at preſent, was to be 
fubordinate to the lord high admiral, or the admi— 
ralty board, from whom theſe commiſfioners re- 
ceived directions and orders in maritime affairs . 

Charles, on coming to the crown, found an ex- 
hauſied Exchequer, and a heavy debt incurred by 
his father, which bis own diſcretion and pariimony 
were not likely to diſcharge : he was, therefore, ob- 
liged, trom time to time, to borrow money on the 
ſecurity of his public revenues, which method of 
anticipation had been adopted by his father, to re- 
move a preſent exigence, whilit it increaſed the miſ- 


* Franklyn's Annals, p. 109. Ander ſon on Commerce, 
Vol. II. p. 20. 
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chief in futurity . Though the king was impa— 
tient to met his parliament, yet a miſunderſtand— 
ing inſtantly aroſe betiveen the in, which plunged 
him in great diſticulties to carry on the war againſt 
Spain: he, therefore, granted a ſpecial warrant to 
the duke of Buckingham, to borrow three hundred 
thouſand pounds ſterling of the Stares-general of 
the United Netherlands, or of their ſubjects, upon F 
the pawn or pledge of a number of very rich crown Z 
jewels, and vetlels of gold, achaned with precious 
ſtones, a liſt whereol 15 given in the Feedera +, and 
which were delivered out of the jcwel-houſe. 
Towards the cloſe of the ſummer of the year 162 53 
a fleet of eighty ſhips, ſome of which were contri- 
buted by the Dutch, having on board ten regiments 
of ſoldiers, were got ready at Plymouth. The king 
appointed his favourite commander in chief 4; but 
when all things were ready, and the fleet on the 
point of ſailing, the duke declined the command, ST 
and appointed Sir Edward Cecil, grandſon to the 19 
great lord Burleigh, in his ſtead $. Cecil had diſtin- 1 
guiſhed himſelf as a ſoldier, but was very unfit to } 
take a command at ſea. Ihe earls of Eſſex and | I 
Denbigh were appointed his vice and rear admi- 
rals. To qualify him to command men of ſuch 
rank, Cecil was created baron of Putney, and viſ- 
count Wimbleton, and was * lord-mar- 
ſhal. It was thought ſtrange,” ſays Dr. Camp— 
bell, © that though there wanted not many able 
ſeamen, ſuch as dir Robert Manſel, Sir William 
Monſon, and others, yet none of them were en- 
truſted, but in their ſtead ſuch as were in the duke's 
| favour ||.” Had this formidable armament been 
bi properly directed, the expedition might have rermi- 
nated gloriouſly. The Spaniſh Plate-fleet was then 
* Rym. Fœd. Vol. XVIII. p. 156. + Vol. XVIII. p. 246. 
t Rym. Fad. Vol. XVIII. p. 171—187. | 


He was third ſon of the firſt Ear! of Exeter. 
| - Campbell's Lives of the Admirals, Vul II. . 100. 
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returning home with above a million ſterling on 
board, and might have been intercepted when 
making for the Azores; which would have been 19 
effectual a blow ar the naval ſtrength of Spain as 
muſt have requircd many years to have recovered 1t : 
but much time was loſt before the fleet ſailed ; and 
at laſt it put to ſea without any regular plan of 
operations being concerted, and under the direction 
of men little qualified for ſuch an important truſt, 
On the 7th of October the fleet failed from Ply- 
mouth; but when it had got ſome leagues to ſca, it 
was ſeparated by a ſtorm, ſo that the ſhips were 
many days before they got together at their ap- 
pointed rendezvous off Cape St. Vincent. On the 
19th of October, it was reſolved in a council to 
attack Cadiz, which they accordingly did on the 
22d of the ſame month. My lord Eſſex ſtood into 
the bay, where he found ſeventeen good ſhips ri— 
ding under the town, and eight or ten gallies : 
theſe he bravely attacked, but, tor want of proper 
orders and due aſſiſtance, the Spanith ſhips were 
ſuffered ro retire to Port-Real, where the lord-mar- 
ſhal Ceci] did not think fit to follow them. Then 
lome thouſands of ſoldiers were landed, and the 
fort of Puntall was taken; after which they piro— 
ceeded to make ſome attempts upon the town. 
1 he ſoldiers, unfortunately becoming matters of too 
much wine, got exceſſively drunk, and became ſo 
careleſs, that, it the enemy had known, or had been 
vigilant enough to have taken, this advantage, few 


of them tad returned home. The tright into 


which this had put the officers, engaged them to 
re embark their forces ; and then it was agreed to 
cruize off Cape St. Vincent for the flota: there the 
men grew fickly, and, by dittributing the fick 
among the ſhips, the whole fleet was infected, and 
to ſuch a degree, as ſcarce left them hands fuilicicnt 
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to bring it home. This, however, they performed 
in December, having done little hurt to the enemy, 
and acquired lers honour to tbemſelves; all which 
was foretold before the fleet left England. 

On their return, a charge was exhibited b. aeg the 
general, by the ea! of Eſſex, and nine other offi- 
cers of diflinction: lord Wimbleton juſtified him- 
felt in a long aniwer to thcir charge. Both pieces 
are yet remaming, and ſerve only to demonſtrate, 
that want of expericnce and unanimity proved the 
ruin of this expedition “. As the war with Spain 
was chiefly of the duke of Buckingham's procuring, 
ſo now he * the kung into a war with France, 
The French laid ſiege to R Jochelle: the Rochellers 
applied to king Charles, who ſent the earl of Den- 
bigh to their relief, with a fleet of thirty fail 5; but 
the ſeaſon being far advanced, his lordſhip found 
it impracticable to execute his commiſſion ; and, af- 
ter continuing at fea ſome time in hard weather, 

eturned into port. Upon this the Rochellers be- 
gan to ſuſpect the King's fincerity, whether he in- 
tended to aſſiſt them or not +. The duke of Buck- 
ingham, to pat the thing ost of difpute, cauſed a 
great fleet to be drawn together the next year, and 
an army of ſeven thouſand men to be put on board 
i, reſolving to go himſelf as adwiral and com— 
mander in chief. He failed from Portſmouth the 
27th of June, and landed on the Ifladd of Rhe. 
The duke landed his troops on the laſt of july, not 
without ſtrong oppyfiiion from the French gover- 


® Both the officers charge, 2nd lord Wimble ton's anſwer, are print- 
ed in Ledi:1d'SNaval iliftory, Lhe reader, who ſhall cont! ure thele 
with Sir William Monſon's reflections on this lerd's conduct, will 
diſcern that he is hardly and unjuſtly treated. Sir William arr aigns 
him for cshſing councils when he ſhould have been ating 3 the elfi. 
cers *cciſe him for not calling councils, but atiing of his own head, 
Ye truth ſeems to be, te had no notion of 2 fea command, and his 
oFicors no inclination te obey him. —Camp bell s Naval Hiſlery, 

+ Ruſhworth, Franklyn, Rapin. 
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nor, whom be forced to retire, though with ſome 
loſs, Upon this occaſion the Englith 'ell into the 
ſame errors in conduct, which they had committed 
in the Cadiz expedition. Ihe fort of La Pre, 
which covered the landing place, they neglected ; 
though the French themſelves in their fright had 
lighted it, ſo that it might have been taken with- 
out any trouble; and was a place of ſo great con- 
ſequence, that, if it had been in the hands of the 
Engliſh, it would have prevented the French from 
introducing any ſupplies. The French court was 
at firſt exceedingly alarmed; but their terrors 
quickly wore away, when thcy found the duke had 
no great capacity as a commander, and too much 
pride to take advice The town of St. Martin's 


was quickly taken by the Englith ; and the duke 


then inveſted the citadel, but gave evident proofs 
of his want of military {kill in managing the ſiege. 
At firſt he quartered his troops without entrenching, 
which at laſt, however, he was glad to do; then he 
entcred into conferences with the governor, and, 
refuſing to communicate the ſubſtance of them to 
his officers, diſcouraged his own people, and eni- 
bled the French to deceive him by a ſham treat-, 
during which the tort received a ſupply. The cx- 
pectation of ſuccours from hngland, with ſome 
other reaſons, engaged Buckingham to remain ſo 
long in his camp, that his troops were much d1n1- 
niſhed, At length, on the th of November, he 
made a general aflauit; when it appeared the place 
was inacceſſible, at leaſt to forces under ſuch cir- 
cumſtances as his were. Tuo days after, he reſolved 
upon a retreat, which was as ill conducted as the 
reſt of the expedition : it was made 1n the fight of 
an enemy as ſtrong in foot and more numerous in 
horſe than then:fe.ves, ver a narrow cauſeway, 
with ſalt pits on cach c; yet there was no pre- 

caution 
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caution taken by erecting a fort, or throwing up an 
entrenchment, to cover the entrance of the paſlage ; 
by which the army was ſo much expoſed, that num- 
bers of brave men were killed ; the beſt accounts 
now extant ſay, fifty officers, two thouſand ſoldiers, 
and thirty-five volunteers of note. With equal 
ſhame and loſs, therefore, the duke concluded this 
expedition, embarking his forces on the gth of the 
ſame month, and ſcnding the poor Rochellers a 
promiſe that he would come again to their relief ; 
which, however, he did not live to perform *. 

The next year a naval force was prepared to make 
good what the duke of Euckingham had promiſed 
the inhabitants of Rochelle. Lord Denbigh, bro- 
ther-in-law to Buckingham, was ſent with a fleet, 
conſiſting of ten ſhips of the line, and fixty ſmaller 
veſſels, to ſuccour the befieged, with a recruit of 
men and proviſions. On the 1ſt of May, 1628, the 
Engliſh fleet anchored at Charleboy, in the road 
of Rochelle; and on the 8th a ſhallop, by means 
of a high tide, and a ſtrong favourable wind, got 
ſafe into the harbour, and carricd the news of their 
arrival. Immediately the inhabitants erected fig- 
nals on the top of their towers, and diſcharged 
their cannon, to ſhew that they were ready to fa- 
vour, by a diverſion, the entrance of the deſtined 
ſuccours. But, after an ineffectual attempt to paſs 
a bar, which the French had made to ſtop the 
progreſs of the Engliſh ſhips, a council of war was 
called, in which the majority of the Engliſh cap- 
tains gave it as their opinion, that the Rochellers 
had deceived them in their account of the facility 
of the enterprize : but the vice-admiral, and ano- 
ther officer named Car, exclaimed againſt the 
backwardneſs of the reſt ; and the French proteſ- 


Sir Richard Granville's Journal, Franklyn's Annals. Ruſh- 
worth's Collections. Whitlock's Memorials, Warwick's Memorials, 
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tants in the fleet, whoſe whole force conſiſted only 
of twenty-two or twenty-three ſmall veſſels, offered, 
with the aſhſtance of four merchant-ſhips well 
armed, and three fire-ſhips, to throw ſuccours into 
the place ; and agreed to pay for all the Engliſh 
ſhips that might miſcarry in the attempt. Denbigh 
excuſed himſelf, by pretending that it was imprac- 
ticable ; and by infiſting on the words of his com- 
miſſion, which were not to fight unleſs firſt attacked 
by the enemy : and, notwithſtanding the tears and 
prayers of the deputies from Rochelle, he refuſed 
to give any relief to that diſtreſſed town; and, ſet- 
ting fail, returned to England. Thus, by a com- 
plication of W e and cowardice, 
he expedition was rendered abortive. 
In . to repair this diſhonour, Buckingham 
went to Portſmouth, with a reſolution to appear 
once more in a military capacity ; and on the vaſt 
preparations made for this expedition, it is faid 
that all the ſubſidies given by parliament were 
expended. But on the 23d of Auguſt, 1628, while 
the duke was at Portſmouth, and talking with 
warmth to the duke of Soubize and other French 
officers, on his inclining his head to give directions 
to Sir Thomas Fryer, be received a mortal wound 
from an unſeen hand, which ſtruck a knife into his 
heart. The Duke, crying“ The villain has killed 
me,” withdrew the fatal inſtrument, fell proſtrate 
on the ground, and inſtantly expired. 
No man had ſeen the blow, nor the perſon who 
gave it; but, in the contuſion, every one made his 
own conjecture, and all agreed that it was done by 
one of the French gentlemen, whoſe angry tone of 
voice had been heard, while their words were not 
underſtood. In the hurry of revenge, the duke's 
attendants inſtantly drew their ſwords, and prepared 


to maſſacre the foreigners, but were ſtopped by 
ſome 


7 
| 
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fome of more temper and judgment; who, though 
they had the ſame opinion of their guilt, e 
proper to reſerve them for a judicial trial. In the 
midſt of this confuſion, a hat was found near the 
door, in the inſide of which was ber à paper, 
containipg four or five lines of a req onſtrance of 
the commons, which declared Werke h an an enemy 
to the kingdom; and under theſe lines was a ſhort 
ejaculation. It was concluded, that the owner of 
the hat muſt be the murderer ; but the difficulty 
{til} rea.ained of Knowing who that perſon was; 
and it was natural to believe, that he had already 
fled too far to be found. While they were in 
this perplexity, a man without a hat was feen 
walking very compolcdly before the door; on 
which one cried, Here is the fellow who killed the 
duke, Every bodv ran, aſking, Which is be? The 
man, preſenting himſelf, ſaid, I am 1he perſon who 
committed the attion ; let not the innocent ſuffer, Upon 
this, the more furious immediataly ruſhed upon him 
with drawn ſwords : others, more deliberate, de- 
tended and protected him; while he himſelf, with 
open arms, calmly and cheartully expoled his breatt 
to the mot enraged. 

This attafhn proved to be John Felton, a man 
who was brave, honeſt, and conſcientious, but a 


melancholy and revengeful enthufiaſt. He had 
ſerved as a lieutenant under Buckingham, in his 
enhecdihion to the Iſle of Khe, and had eintertaincd 


a perſonal averſion to him, for hi, having promoted 
an officer over his head. The lou i complaints of 
the nation, coinciding with his private retentment, 
inſlamed his melancholy to a kind of phrenzy ;- and 
bis enthutialm prom} med him to render himſelf an 
inſtrument of juſtice on the declared enemy ot his 


Thus feli George V itliers, duke of Buckingham, 
when only 35 years of age, the chiect of almoſt 
univerlal 


23 
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univerſal hatred: ©* A man, ſays, Mrs. Macaulay, 
of memorable inſufficiency, as a ſtateſman and a ſol- 
dier; and who, with no other eminent qualities 
than what were proper to captivate the heart of the 
weakeſt part of the female ſex, had been raiſed, by 
theſe qualities, to be the ſcourge of three Kingdoms; 
and, by his peſtilent intrigues, the chief cauſe of 
that diſtreſs, which the French Proteicarts at this 
time Jauguiſhed under: a man whoſe extraordinary 
influence over two ſucceſhve princes will ſerve, 
among other examples of this Kind, as an everlaſting 
monument of the contemptible government this mag» - 
nanimous nation mult ſubmit to, who eroan un- 
der the mean, though oppreſſive yoke of an ar- 
bitrary ſway, entruſted to the caprice of individu— 
als. The expenſive parade of the courtiers, and 
the glitter which ſurrounded the minions of royalty, 
can be, by no ſingle example, to fully illuſtrated, 
as by the account of Buckingham's body: ornaments : 
the jewels he left behind him were eſtimated at 
three hundred thouſand pounds; a ſum, which, at 
the intereſt money then bore, would have brovght 
in an income of twenty-tour thouſand pounds a ycar.“ 

Charles was within four miles of Portſmouth 
when he was informed of his favourite's death, while 
he was upon his knees at pravers : no diſcompoſure 
appeared in his actions, nor alteration in his coun- 
tenance, til] the ſervice was over; when he retired 
to his chamber, and threw himſelf on his bed; where 
he gave vent to his ſorrow in a flood of tears and 
paſſionate expreſſions of regard to the memory of the 
deceaſed. His behaviour, afterwards, convinced the 
public, that he retained the ſame affect ion to his 
memory, which he had ſhewn to his perſon ; for 
he continued to heap favours not only on all his 
relations, but on thoſe dependants who bad attached 
themſelves to his fortune, and paid a valt debt 


which he had contracted. 
Vor. II. I Felton, 
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Felton, being carried to London, underwent fe- 
veral examinations before the council. Laud, who 
had been lately promoted to the ſee of London, 
ſuggeſted a ſuſpicion, that the Puritans were at the 
bottom of rhe aftair, and threatened the delinquent 
with the rack. Felton, who bad before denied that 
he had any accomplice, told them, if that was to be 
his caſe, he aid not Know whom he might name 
in the extremity of torture; and, if what he ſhould 
then ſay was to go for truth, he could not tel] 
whether his Lordihip the biſhop of London, or 
which of the Lords at the council-board he might 
accuſe, for torture would draw unexpected things 
from him. The king and council, however, con— 
ſulted the judges whether he might legally be put to 
the torture; but the judges deternüning in the ne- 
gative, his majeſty declatcd, that fince it could not 
be done by law, be would not, in this calc, ule his 
prerogative. 

Felton was brought to his trial on the twenty- 
ſeventh of November, when the unhappy enthufiaſt 
felt ſuch exquiſite remorſe for his crime, that, on 
his receiving ſentence of death, he Olcred that hand 
to be cut off which committed the fact. Though 
the court refuſed this requeſt, as being not within 
the compaſs of the law, Charles ſent to intimate 
his defire to the judges, that Feltor's hand might 
be cut off before he ſuffered death: but the judges 
anſwered, that the king's will could not be complied 
with, bor: in all murders the judgment was the ſame, 
unleſs when the ſtature of the 2 5th of Edward III. 
altered the nature of the offence. 

On the death of the duke of Buckingham, the 


en of I. indſey was appointed admiral of the fleet 


deſlined for the relief of HEochelle; Morcton and 
Moantoy, vice and rear admirals. On the 8th of 
dehreim ber, 1628, the fiect ſaicd for Rochelle : on 
their arrival, it was found that the French had caſt 

a mole 
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a ' mole acroſs the harbour, which blocked up the 
entrance of the port, and rendered the rcliet of the 
town very difficult, if not impracticable. Twa 
days were ſpent in cannonading the works, with- 
out damage on either fide ; and the duke de Soubile, 
who was at the head of the Hugonor party, and 
then on board the fleet, began to ſuſpect that the 
Engliſh commander, who had ſent ſeveral private 
metiages into the French camp, was treating ſe— 
parately with the enemy. On receiving intelligence 
that the town could not hold out above two days, 
he offered with the French ſhips to attempt the mole, 
if the Englith would engage to follow him. The 
count of Leval propoſed, with artificial mines, con- 
trived in three ſhips lined with bricks, to attempt 
to blow it up. Both theſe propoſals were rejected 
in a council of war, and more time conſumed in 
fruitleſs cannonading. The Engliſh captains in the 
fleet, who had been all of Buckingham's nomination, 
and who had hitherto refuſed to aſſent to any et- 
tectual method of combating the obſtacles that pre- 
vented the flinging in relief to the town, at length 
determined, in a council of war, to make one de- 
cifive attack; bur before this could be put in exe- 
cution, Rochelle was forced to capitulate *. The 
very night after the city was given up, the ſea made 
ſuch a breach as would have gnened an entrance 
tor the largeſt ſhip in the Engltth feet +, 4 


12 The 


0 Viacaulay*s IIiſt. of England, vol. II. page 11, quarto edition, 
11 Franklyn's Anuais. 

* The king ſent a letter date. 19th of May, 16:8, and addreſſed to 
the ma vor, (hen Ife, pe: 1s, and burgefles of 8 in which he 
Writes, 6. Gan Be not «<1{cuuraged, althougn me feet is reti rm 
%; hold ont to the lau, fur ] am relolved nv whole Herr ſhall periſh, 
rather than you be noc ir To this effet, 1 Have oi dered it 40 
1er OaCk to your coaits, and am {un ing {evera} thi 8 10 V4 Anforct it ; 
with tne nelp ot God the luccels ſhall be happy for you. He tte. 
wards tent a ſecond letter to them dated the 27 of the fame tut. 


* (title men, TI hae been much troubles : 
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The taking of this place was a fatal blow to the 
reformation in France, as the French were imme- 
diately deprived of all the privileges which they 
enjoyed in conſequence of the edict of Nantz in 
1598. Ibe original edict was veſted in the hands 
of the Rochellers, who preſerved it 1n their town 
till its deftruction, as a facred depoſit. In this 
fortreſs tae reformed held their ſynods, and all 
thoſe general aftemblies in which they conſulted on 
their common intereſt “*. 

At this tune, the French paid great attention. to 
their marine, and viewed with a jealous eye the 
progreis winch the Engliſh made in maritine ſtrength. 
Caroinal Richlieu, who then governed France, under 
Louis XIII. was a ſtateſman, who well underſtood 
the different intereſts and views of the European 
powers, and had the addreſs to render them fub- 
ſervient to his own purpoſes. By his intrigues 
the Swedes were led to attack the Houſe of Au- 
ſtria in Germany; the jealouſy of the Dutch was 
excited againſt England from the dominion which 
it claimed over the narrow ſeas, the excluſive right 
of fiſhing, in particular Jatitudes, and the reſpect re- 
quired to be paid to its flag, The Dutch were 
very averſe to acknowledge theſe claims on the part 
of England; and the learned Hugo Grotius was in— 
duced to write a treatiſe under the title of Mare li- 
ber ui; +, wherein he diſcovered great abilities in 
ſhewing the weaknels of our title to dominion over 
the E which he aflerted was a gift from God com- 


upon the point of returning ! nome, without oheying my orders in ſup- 
plying you with provitions : colt what it will, I have commanded them 
to return to your road, and not to come away till you are ſupplied. 
Aſſure youriejves that I ſhall never abandon you, and that I ſhall 
employ the whole power of my kingdom for your deliverance, until 
God aſſiſt me to obtain for you an afſured peace. 

Your good friend, Charles R.“ 


* Moreri, Vol. VII. p. 154 & ſeq. + Firſt publiſhed in 1612, 


mon 
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mon to all nations. This treatiſe was anſwered by 


Mr. Selden, in a book which he entitled, Mare clau- 
ſum ; wherein he demonſtrated, from the principles 


of the law of nature and nations, that a dominion 
over the ſea may be acquired: he likewiſe proved, 


from the moſt authentic hiitorians, that ſuch domi- 


nion has been claimed and enjoyed by ſeveral na- 
tions, and ſubmitted to by others, for their common 
benefit; that this, in fact, was the caſe of the inha- 
bitants of this iſland, who at all times, and in every 
form of government, had claimed, exerciſed, and 
conſtantly enjoyed, ſuch a dominion ; which had been 
contefled by their neighbours, frequently, and in 


the moſt ſolemn manner. This work maintained 


with great depth of learning, force of argument, and 
ſtrength of judgment, that the inhabitants of this 
iſland of Great Britain, poſſeſs an hereditary, unin- 
terrupted right to the ſovereignty of their ſeas, 


conveyed to them by their earlicſt anceſtors, in 


truſt for their lateſt poſterity. This tamous book 
was publiſhed in 1634, and met with the warm pa— 
tronage of King Charles. 5 

The diſgracetul expedition to Rochelle finiſhed 
the operations of the war againſt France, the failure 
of which attempt was ſtrongly ſuſpected to have 
been owing to the influence which the queen had in 
the Fngliſh cabinet. 

Whilit the war with France continued, Sir David 
Kirk, who bad ſettled on the ſouthern coaſts of the 
great river St. Laurence, at the head of a co- 
iony of Scots, attacked the French in their infant 
ſettlements in Canada: theſe they ſubdued, together 
with the caſtle of Quebec. | he fame year they 
conquered Nova * cotia, whici the French had 
wreſted from Sir William Alexander, the firſt poj- 
ſeſſor. On the ſettlement of the terms of treaty 
of St, Germaine en Laye, in 1632, the French 


agrced 
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agreed to acknowledge the right of Great Britain 
to all Nova Scotia; and it is ſaid, they agreed to 
pay Sir David Kirk fifty thouſand pounds, for quit- 
ting the forts which he had poſſeſſed himſelf of in 
Canada ; which ſum, however, was never received *, 

In the reign of Henry IV. of France, who in- 
troduced tranquillity and treedon into the kingdom 
which he governed, the French firſt turned their 
thoughts to the eſtabliſhment of diſtant colonies. 
Florida had indeed been viſited in 1562 by ſome 
Frenchmen, ſent thither by Admiral Coligny, who 
formed a ſettlement to the ſouthward of Carolina. 
The Spaniards, ever apprehenfive of a neighbour- 
hood, attacked theſe inoffenſive people, and put 
them all to the ſword; but as they had em- 
braced the tenets of the reformation, and as the 
Spaniards were fearful of incurring the reſentment 
of France by this ſtep, the reaſon they aſſigned for 
the maſſacre was, their being heretics : and they 
thereby gained their end; for the miniſtry of Charles 
IX. ſecretly rejoiced at the miſcarriage of a pro- 
ject, which was ſet on foot by the leader of the 
Hugonots. When the ſpirit of colonization began 
to be adopted by the French government, it was 
not thought adviſcable to make choice of Florida, 
leſt Spain ſhould be irritated, as that kingdom was 
not diſpoſed to ſuffer the leaſt ſettlement to be 
made on the gulph of Mexico, or even near it. 
The danger ot provoking a nation ſo formidable 
in thoſe parts, determined them to keep at a 
diſtance ; they therefore made choice of the more 
northern parts of America, 

The inhabitants of Normandy, Bretagne, and 
 Gaſcony, carried on the cod. fiſhery on the great 

tand-bank along the coaſts of Newfoundland, 


* Anderſon on Commerce, Vol. II. p. 34. 


Such 
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Such employment rendered them bold and experi- 
enced ſeamen ; and thele firſt conducted their coun- 
trymen, at the cloſe of the ſixteenth century, to 
the entrance of the river St. Laurence. The firſt 
ſettlers, however, fell a ſacrifice to the inclemen- 
cies of the climate, and the inexperience of thoſe 
who promoted the undertaking at home. Many 
expeditions were fet on foot, which coſt France 
more men, money, and ſhips, than were neceſſary 
to the foundation of an empire *. Art laſt, Samuel 
de Champlain went a conſiderable way up the river 
St. Laurence; and in 1608, upon the borders of 
that river, laid the foundation of Quebec, which 
became the origin, centre, and capital of New 
France, or Canada; and from him the ſmalleſt 
and moſt weſtern of the great lakes, takes its 
name. 

The commerce of France was uniformly encou- 
raged during the adminiſtration of cardinal Rich- 
heu ; for which purpoſe he incorporated a ſociety 
of one hundred merchants, for traffic both to the 
caſt and weſt, by ſea and land, with a capital of 
600,000 livres, or 26,2 50l. ſterling : the company 
alſo engaged to lay out a ſum equal to that, in 
building ſtout ſhips at Morbihan, near Vannes, 
in Bretagne, where they erected warehouſes and 
docks. This company had the exclufive privi- 
lege of the trade to Canada. From the attention 
which the Cardinal beſtowed to trade, he had the 
title conferred on him of ſuperintendant-general of 
commerce and navigation ; and was likewiſe cre- 
ated high admiral of France . But to return to 
the affairs of England. 

On the 2d of March, 1628-9, King Charles dil- 


ſolved his parliament; in the proclamation for 


* Ruynal, liv, XV. 
£{ Houwell's Life of Louis XIII. publiſhed 1646. 


which 
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which many ſevere reflections were thrown out againſt 
thoſe members of the houſe of commons as oppoſed 
his meaſures *. By which the differences between 
him and his people became daily wider. From this 
time till the year 1640 no parhament was ſum- 
moned, the king making ule of his royal prerogative 
to raiſe money by a variety of arbitrary and illegal 
methods. Various were the ſhifts and devices which 
he practiſed for procuring of money without the 


aſſiſtance of parliament. We find, in the nine- 


teenth volume of the Fœdera +, that in the year 
1629 the king commiſhoned Sir Sackville Crowe 
to procure fix hundred and ten pieces of iron can- 
non to be caſt ; and he employed Philip Burlamach, 
an eminent merchant, to fell four thouſand: ton 
weight of this cannon to the States-general of the 
United Netherlands, for the redeeming from them 
his crown jewels { ; which proves that England was 
eminent for its manufacture of iron artillery be- 
yond any other country in Europe. 

About this time the Dutch Eaſt-India Company 
ſent out ſhips from their factory at Batavia, for the 
purpoſe of making diſcoveries in the Southern Pa- 
cific Ocean. One of theſe ſhips fell in with the 
coaſt of a very extenſive country, which, from the 
name of the ſhip which firſt arrived at it, was 
called Eeendraght (Concord) Land. As many 
other Dutch navigators afterwards viſited different 
parts of the coaſt, the whole country received the 
general name of New-Holland, and was ſuppoſed to 
be part of an extenſive ſouthern continent, which 
was called Terra Auſtralis, or South-Pole Lands. 
It docs not appear that the Dutch ever attempted to 
ſettle in any part of the countries which they 
diſcovercd ; and indeed they ſeem to have had no 


* Rym. Fad. Vol. XIX. p. 29. + Page 89. 1 Fœdera, 
Val. XIX. 1 99 


inducement 


* M3 wh — — 


ö „ - ; f ö p „ | yy . — 8 
4 6 7 * 1 | . > = a - : 2 7 N 8 : , N 
f oo ERIE RET 4 / a 2 . A * k p \ P * ” x 2 b 5 $ 
; = % wat: a nd 1 5.45 3 e 4 + 8 7 * E * 5 /\, , #7. 28 5 * 0 * * 4 ” * * , : 0 b oh 
A * . 4 b 2 a ad LES * 4 . " 4 I * 8 5 8 *£ 0 9 o * 1 * * ” - a-Þ 3 5 * 11 * 0 \ * * 
a 4 8 WE” 5 Ws; . 1 * * 4 ws « wo, at. f A "Ih 5 1 + * * — 4 ow. FORE" 
- 5 * 1 9 . >. * * — wy "PTTL £0 . 8 — N 1 
0 2 ', 4 8 * . ** . 


Cap. II.] or GREAT BRITAIN, 73 


enducement for making ſuch an attempt. [The 


extent of this country remained undetermined until 
captain Cook, in 1769, Filed along the eaſtern 
coaſt of New-Holland, and fully proved it to be 


an iſland of prodigious extent, very thinly inha- 


bited by a race of Indians, who ſeem miſerably de- 
ſtitute of every means by which life is rendered 
comfortable. This bold and ſkilful navigator has 
demonſtrated the non-exiſtence of a fouthern conti- 


nent; at leaſt of any habitable land in thoſe re- 
gions.] 

Very different were the views of Charles from 
thoſe of that enterprizing republic. He was bent 


on extorting money from his ſubjects by oppreſſive 


and illegal means, in doing which he heavily fet- 
tered foreign commerce, by exacting, with great 
rigour, the tax of tonnage and poundage; for the 
neglect of paying which, as well as for freely cen- 
ſuring the proceedings of government, ſeveral mer- 
chants of London were committed to priſon, and 
obliged to purchaſe their enlargement by paying 
down exorbitant fines. 

The colony of Maryland was planted in 1632, 
a country hitherto accounted part of Virginia. King 
Charles made a grant of it to Cœcilius Calvert, 
afterwards created lord Baltimore, and whole father 
had been ſecretary of ſtate to king James. Ihe 
king himſelf named it Maryland, in honour of his 

ueen Henrietta-Maria. | 

ꝙ Charles the Firſt,” ſays the Abbe Raynal, © from 
having an averſion for the catholics, had ſome reaſon 
to protect them, from the zeal, which, in hopes of 
being tolerated, they had ſhewn for his intereſt, 
But when the accuſation of being favourable to 
popery had alienated the minds of the people from 
that weak prince, whoſe chief aim was to eſtablith 
a deſpotic government, he was obliged to give the 
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tholics up to the rigour of the laws enacted againſt 
them by queen Elizabeth and king James. Theſe 
circumſtances induced lord Baltimore to ſeek an 
aſylum in Virginia, where he might be indulged in 
a liberty of conſcience. But as he found there no 
toleration for an excluſive ſyſtem of faith, which 
was itſelf intoleraut, he formed the deſign of a new 
ſettlement in that uninhabited part of the coun- 
try, which lay berween the river of Potowmack 
and Pennſylvania, His death, which happened 
ſoon after he had obtained powers irom the crown 
for peopling this land, put a ſtop to the project for 
that time, but it was reſumed from the ſame reli- 
gious motives by his ſon. This young nobleman 
left England in the year 1633, with two hundred 
Roman catholics, molt of them of good families. 
The education they had received, the cauſe of re- 
ligion for which they left their country, and the for- 
tune which their leader promiſed them, prevented 
thoſe diſturbances, which are but too common in 
infant ſettlements. The neighbouring ſavages, won 
by mildneſs and acts of beneficence, concurred with 
cheerfulneſs to aſſiſt the new coloniſts in formin 

their ſettlement. With this unexpected help, theſe 
fortunate perſons, attached to each other by the 
ſame principles of religion, and directed by the 
prudent councils of their chief, applied themſelves 
unanimouſly to every kind of aſefal labour. The 
view of the peace and happineſs which they enjoyed, 
invited among them a number of men who were 
either perſecured for the ſame religion, or for differ- 
ent opinions. T he catholics of Maryland gave up 
at length the intolerant principles, of which they 
themſelves had been the victims, after having firſt 
ſet the example of them, and opened the doors: of 
their colony to all ſects of what religious principles 
ſoever. Baltimore likewiſe granted the moſt exten» 
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five civil liberty to every ſtranger who choſe to pur- 
chaſe lands in this new colony, the government of 
which was modelled upon that of the Mother 
Country“.“ 

Some Engliſh families about the ſame time ven- 
tured to ſettle on the iſland of Antigua (or Antego) 
in the neighbourhood of St. Chriſtopher's, although 
it was for ſome time reckoned uninhavitable, be- 
cauſe it had no freſh-water brooks, or ſcarce any 
other but rain water preſerved in ponds or ciſterns. 
And for that reaſon it was ſoon after deſerted by 
them, and remained uninhabited till after the reſto- 
ration. | 

We find in the nineteenth volume of the Fædera, 
7 the king's ſpecial warrant to his treaſury, declaring, 
that notwithſtanding the laws and cuſtoms of Eng- 
land forbad the exportation of any gold or ſilver to 
foreign parts, either in coin or bullion ; yet he being 
deſirous of cultivating the friendſhip of his dear 
brother the king of Spain, and of the merchants of 
the Spaniſh Netherlands, grants a licence to the 
ſaid merchants to export gold and filver, either in 
Engliſh coin or otherwiſe, being the produce of the 
merchandize they ſhall import into England, as far 
as the amount of 2000]. ſterling, in every ſhip re- 
turning home; fo as the ſaid money be export-d 
within the ſpace of one hundred days, from their 
unlading the merchandize they import, until the 
king ſhall otherwiſe ordain. Any ſtatute or cuſtom to 
the contrary notwithſtauding. 

In the year 1632, Charles the Firſt concluded a 
treaty of peace with France, which was ſigned at 
St. Germaine en Laye, whereby was ſhamefully 
confirmed the giving up to France the countries of 
Le Cadie, (Acadia) and of Canada. All the diſ- 
putes we have ſince had with France concerning 
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North America originated from this treaty, the 
Engliſh cabinet being therein miſerably out-witted 
by Kichlieu's ſuperior dextericy. It is true the 
country ceded to France by this treaty, was not then 
eſtecuied of the importance which after: times have 
hewn it to be; yet it was obvious to diſcern even 
then, that in proportion as the French colonies in- 
creaſed in populat on and commerce, theſe places 
would be of the utmoſt conſequence to France, and 
very dangerous to England. Hereby Port Royal 
and Cape "Breton were given up, the poſſeſſion of 
which furniſhed France with a fair pretext for ſettling 
on the ſouth ſide of the river St. Lawrence, and 
thence g. ually laying claim to all that part of 
Nova Scotia which borders on New England: on 
the contrary, ſound policy required, that the French 
ſhould be confined to their original ſettlements on 
the north and north-weſt fides of the great river 
St. Lawrence. 

In all ecclefiaſt cal, and even in many civil 
affairs, Laud, biſhop of London, had now great 
influence over the king. 1his man, ſays Hume, 
was virtuous, if ſeverity of manners alone, and 
abſtinence from pleaſure, could deſerve that 
name. Fie was learned, if polemical knowledge 
could entitle him to that praiſe. His zeal was un- 
relenting in the cauſe of religion; that is, in 1m- 
poling rigorous meaſures, his own tenets and ce- 
remonies on the obſtinate Puritans, who profanely 
dared to oppoſe him. In the proſecution of his 
holy purpoſes, the heat and indiſcretion of his 
temper, made him neglect the views of prudence 
and humanity ; and while he imagined all his ene- 
mies to be the enemies of loyalty and true piety, 
he conſidered the very exerciſe of his revenge as 
meretorious. 

his prelate was directed by the king to enquire 
into the cccleſiaſtical ſtate of the province of Can- 
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i 
terbury; and in the report which he delivered in he 
repreſented, that the Dutch churches of Canter- 
bury and Sandwich were great nurſeries of incon- 
formity : and he prayed his majeſty, that ſuch of the 
French, Italian, and Dutch congregations, as are 
born his ſubjects, may not be ſuffered any longer 
to live in ſuch a ſeparation as they do; and inſi- 
nuated the danger of the church of England, from 
a toleration of foreign proteſtants. The Walloons 
of Norwich too were under the ſame prohibition, 
though they pleaded the toleration granted them 
by Edward VI. and from him uninterruptedly en- 
joyed to that very time; but Laud's anſwer was 
politive ; © they mult obey.” And the king againſt 
the margin of this report wrote, Put me in mind of 
this at ſome convenient time, when I am at council, and 
I ſhall redreſs it. This bigotted churchman thought 
it a great piece of condeſcenſion, in permitting 
thoſe Walloons and Dutch, who were not born in 
England, to enjoy their own way of worſhip ; but 
the children of ſuch he compelled to go to their 
pariſh churches. So little did Charles underſtand 
the true intereſt of his country, and of its com- 
merce! A contemporary writer affirms, that Laud's 
injunctions for thoſe foreigners educating their 
children in a different profeſſion from their own, 
forced one hundred and forty families into Holland, 
whither they carried the woollen manufacture, 
which has proved of very bad conſequence to Fng- 
land“. 

In 1634 an arbitrary tax was introduced, called 
ſhip money, the plea for which was, the providing 
a fleet to prevent the Dutch from fiſhing on the 
Britiſh coaſts. Ihe firſt writs of this kind were 
directed to ſea- port towns only; but two years after, 
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| ſhip-money was levied on the whole kingdom, in 
the following manner: 


A Lift of the forty-four Ships, which the ſeveral Coun- 
ties of England and Wales were required to ſupply 
in 1636, by the arbitrary Warrant of King Charles 
the Firſt. 


Tons. Men, 
Dorſetſhire, one ſhip of — 500-200 
Cornwall, one of — — 650-260 
Leiceſterſhire, one of — 450—180 
Middleſex (Weſtminſter i £5 one of 550—220 
Suffolk, one of — 800-320 
| Huntingdonſhire, one of — 200— 80 
Buckinghamſhire, one of — 450—180 
Bedfordſhire, one of — 300—120 
Derbyſhire, one of — — 350-140 
Hertfordſhire, one of — 400—160 
Norfolk, one of — — 8900-320 
Cumberland and Weſtmoreland jointly, 8 
one of — _ 
. Yorkſhire two, each of — e 
00-240 
Staffordſhire, one of _ 200— 80 
Wilts, one of — — 700-290 
Herefordſhire, one of _ 400—1609 
Monmouthſhire, one of _ 150— 60 
Shropſhire, one of — 450-180 
Surry, one of — — 400-160 
Hampſhire, one of =_ 600 — 240 
Warwickſhire, one of — 400— 160 
Devonſhire, one of — 900-360 
Kent, one of — — 800-320 
Northamptonſhire, one of _ 600—240 
Nottinghamſhire, one of — 350-140 
Berks, one of — 400—160 
Oxon, one of — — 350-140 


Rutland 
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Rutlandſhire, one of 
Briſtol city, one of 
Gloucciterſhire, one of 
Cambridgeihire, one of 
Lincolnſtrire, one of 
Somerſet ſhire, one of 
Northumberland, one of 
Worceſterſhire, one of 
Suſſex, one of 


London city, two, each of 


Durham county, one of 
Lancaſhire, one of 
Eſſex, one of 


Glamorgan, Brecknock, Redder Car- 
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— 
— 
—— 
— 
— 
— 


89 
Tons. Men. 
100 — 40 
200 — 80 
850-220 
350-140 
800-320 
800-320 
500-200 
400—160 
$OO0—200 
800-320 
800-320 
200— 80 
350 - 140 
800-320 


marthen, Pembroke, and PRI 500-200 


ſhires, one of 


Montgomery, Denbigh, Flint, 


narvon, Angleſea, 
ſhires, one of 


Car- 
and Merioneth- 26=x60 


Total 44 ſhips, conſiſting of 21, 900 $610 
This duty was repeated four years, viz. to 1639, 
and was valued at 200,000. per annum“. 


The manner in which this tax was levied, will 
appear from the inſtance of the county of Eſſex, 
whoſe contribution was eſtimated at 8oool. of which 


the following towns paid as under; the reſt was le- 
vied on the pariſhes at large, viz. 


IJ haxſtead 
Walden 
Colcheſter 
Malden 
Harwich 


— - 
— 
— 
— 


40 
80 
400 
80 
20 
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The precept iſſued to the county and towns of 
| Dorſetſhire, commanded them to procure and Hr out 
a ſhip of five hundred tons burden, with a com- 

mander, and two hundred ſailor-, with cannon, 
ſmall arms, ſpears, darts, ammunition, &c. anſwer- 
able; and ſtored with proviſions, and double equi- 

age, and all other neceſſaries ſor twenty-lix Weeks 
at leaſt. All which were to be paid and maintained 
at their own charge*. King Charles likewiſe built 
the largeſt ſhip of war ever ſeen in England, which 
was called the Royal Sovereign; it was of ſeven- 
teen hundred and forty tons burden, and mounted 
ninety- ſix guns. 

After the king had iſſued out a proclamation for 
reſtraining all but his own ſubjects from fiſhing on 
his coaſts, without his licence, he ſent out a fleet 
of ſixty- ſail, under the command of the earl of Nor- 
thumberland, who was created lord high admi- 
ral, Sir John Pennington was vice admiral, and Sir 
Henry Marom, rear "admiral. They failed firſt to 
the Downs, and from thence to 5 North, where 
the Dutch buſſes were fiſhing on the coaſt. The 
admiral required them to forbear, which they not 
leeming diſpoſed to do, he fired upon them, took 

| and ſunk ſoine, and diſperſed the reſt. Ihe Dutch 
| hereupon agreed to pay the king of England thirty 
thouſand pounds for permiſſion to continue their 
hihing during the ſummer, and were diſpoſed to pay 
a furure yeariy tribute for the like libertyf. 
The rerrors of arbitrary power, joined to perſe- 
cution for religion, now raging in England, many 
of the Puritans ſet ſail for America, and laid there 
the foundations of a government which poſſeſſed all 
the liberty, both civil and religious, of which they 
were bereaved in their native country. But their 


* Rymer's Fæd. Vol, XIX. p. 638. + Rumworth, Vol. II. p. 322. 
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enemies, unwilling that they ſhould any where en- 
Joy eaſe and the liberty of conſcience, prevailed on 
the king to iſſue a proclamation, to put a ſtop to 
theſe emigrafions. Eight ſhips lying in the Thaines, 
and ready to fail, were detained by order of the 
council; and in thefe were embarked Oliver Crom- 
well, John Hambden, and Sir Arthur Hazlerig, 
who were reſolved for ever to abandon their native 
country, and to fly to the New World, where they 
might enjoy their re gious and civil liberty. But 
the king had afterwards ſufficient reaſon to repent of 
this ſtep. 

In the year 1637, while the law itſelf was ren- 
dered the inſtrument of deſpotiſm, one man, who 
had before ſuffered impriſonment, rather than con- 
ſent to an illegal loan, again ſtood forth, and com- 
bated the new ſtate monſter, ſhip- money. John 
Hambden, above named, of an ancient fraily, and con- 
ſiderable fortune, had been rated at twenty ſhillings, for 
an eſtate he poſſeſſed in Buckinghamſhire ; and not- 
withſtanding the powers of the conſtitution leemed 
to be entirely ſubdued ; notwithſtanding there was 
no proſpect of relief from parliament; notwith- 
ſtanding the miniſters of Charles were armed with 
power, helding in one hand the ſword and in the 
other the yoke over their helpleſs country; this il- 
luſtrious patriot, by an appeal to the laws of the 
realm, reſolutely braved the reſentment of a tyrant, 
rather than tamely ſubmit to the illegal impoſition. 
After many pleadings and traverſes, the cauſe was 
heard before all the judges in the exchequer-cham- 
ber. Twelve days were ſpent in the pleadings of 
the lawyers, and the caſe was afterwards argued by 
the judges. Precedents of writs were produced as 
ancient as the times of the Saxons : but when theſe 
writs were examined, they were found only to re- 
quire the {ea-ports, ſometimes at their own charge, 
ſometimes at the charge of the counties, to ſend 
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The precept iſſued to the county and towns of 
Dorſetſhire, commanded them to rrociire and dg out 
a ſhip of five hundred tons burden, vin a com- 
mander, and two hundred failor:, with cannon, 
ſmall arms, ſpears, darts, aMmMunicio!, &c. anſwer- 
able; and ſtored with proviſions, and double equi- 

ge, and all other neceſſaries ſor twenty-lix Weeks 
at leaſt. All which were to be paid and maintained 
at their own charge*. King Charles likewiſe built 
the largeſt ſhip of war ever ſeen in Engiand, which 
was called the Royal Sovereign; it was of ſeven— 
teen hundred and forty tons burden, and mounted 
ninety- ix guns. 

After the king had iſſued out a proclamation for 
reſtraining all but his own ſubjects from fiſhing on 
his coaſts, without his licence, he ſent out a fleet 
of {ixty-{ail, under the command of the earl of Nor- 
thumberland, who was created lord high admi- 
ral, Sir John Pennington was vice admiral, and Sir 
Henry Maro om; rear admiral. They failed firſt to 
the owns, and from thence to the North, where 
the Dutch buſſes were fiſhing on the coaſt. The 
achniral required them to forbear, which they not 
ireming diſpoſed to do, he fired upon them, took 
and ſunk foine, and diſperſed the reſt. he Dutch 
hereupon agreed io pay the king of England thirty 

viand pounds for permiſſion to continue their 

log during the ſummer, and were diſpoſed to pay 
ure ytariy tribute for the like libertyF. 
'he rerrors of arbitrary power, joined to perſe- 
tion for religion, now raging in England, many 
of tl 12 Puritans ſet ſail for America, and 7 there 
the eee of a government which poſſeſſed all 
the liberty, both civil and religious, of which they 
were bereaved in their native country. But their 
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enemies, unwilling that they ſhould any where en- 
joy eaſe and the liberty of conſcience, prevailed on 
the king to iſſue a proclamation, to put a ſtop to 
theſe emigrations. Eight ſhips lying in the Thames, 
and ready to fail, were detained by order of the 
council; and in theſe were embarked Oliver Crom— 
wel:, John Hambden, and Sir Arthur Hazlerig, 
who were reſolved for ever to abandon their native 
country, and to fly to the New World, where they 
might enjoy their re gious and civil liberty. But 
the king had afterwards ſufficient reaſon to repent of 
this ſtep. 

In the year 1637, while the law itſelf was ren- 
dered the inſtrument of deſpotiſm, one man, who 
had before ſuffered impriſonment, rather than con- 
ſent to an illegal loan, again ſtood forth, and com- 
bated the new ſtate montter, ſhip- money. John 
Hambden, above named, of an ancient funily, and con— 
ſiderable fortune, had hem ac twenty ſhillings, for 
an eſtate he poſeſſed in Buckingharnſhire; and not- 
withſt-::1::g the powers of the conſtitution jeemed 
to bz entirely ſubdued ; notwithſtanding there was 
no proſpect of relief from parliament ; notwith- 
ſtanding the miniſters of Charles were armed with 
power, helding in one hand the ſword and in the 
other the yoke over their helpleſs country; this il- 
luſtrious patriot, by an appeal to the laws of the 
realm, Wear braved the reſentment of a tyrant, 
rather than tamely ſubmit to the illegal impoſition. 
After many pleadings and traverles, tic cauſe was 
heard before ali the judges in the exchequer-cham- 
ber. Twelve days were ſpent in the pleadings of 
the lawyers, and the caſe was afterwards argued by 
the judges. Precedents of writs were produced as 
ancient as the times of the Saxons : but when theſe 
writs were examined, they were found only to re- 
quire the ſea-ports, ſometimes at their own charge, 
ſometimes at the charge of the counties, to ſend 
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their ſhips for the defence of the nation. But the 
power exerciſed by the crown was entirely aboliſhed 
by a particular ſtatute*; and all the authority which 
remained, was to prcſs ſhips into the public ſer— 
vice, to be paid by the crown. Yet, notwithſtand- 
ing this, and Mr. Hambden's counſel unaniwerably 
proving the illegality of the tax, from the funda- 
mental principles of the conſtitution, and the poſi- 
tive expreſſions of the Great Char:er, and other con- 
ſtitutional acts; and from the petition of right, 
which had been lately ſolemnly enacted by the con- 
currence of the whole legiflature, the proſtituted 
bench of judges, four individuals excepted, gave 
ſentence in favour of the crown ; yet the point in 
diſpute was ſo impotently conteſted by the pleaders 
on the ſide of prerogative, that nothing could equal 
the iniquity of their intentions, but the weakneſs of 
their arguments. 
Though Hambden loft his cauſe, he obtained, 
by the trial, the end for which he had ſo generouſly 
ſacrificed his ſafety and his quiet: the people were 
rouſed from their lethargy ; theſe national queſtions 
were canvaſſed in every company; and the more 
they were examined, the more evidently did it 
appear, that the old conſtitution was totally ſub- 
verted, and tyranny eſtabliſhed in its ſtead. Slaviſh 
principles, they ſaid, concurred with illegal prac- 
tices; eccleſiaſtical tyranny gave aid to civil uſur- 
pation; iniquitous taxes were ſupported by arbi- 
trary puniſhments: and all the privileges of the 
nation tranſmitted through ſo many ages, ſecured 
by ſo many laws, and purchaſed by the blood of 
ſo many heroes and patriots, now lay proſtrate at 

the feet of the monarch. 
Ship- money continued to be exacted with the ut- 
moſt rigour, and, to Keep up appearances, a fleet 
jor ſome time paraded on the ſeas. Yet the neu- 
trality of the Engliſh ports was not only violated 

De bailagia non concedends. 34 Edw. I. 
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by Spain, France, and Holland, but the Engliſh 
merchantmen were frequently taken by the ſhips of 
each of thoſe powers, and particularly the Hol- 
lander, took three Engliſh Eaſt-India ſhips, valued 
at three hundred and fifty thouſand pounds, 

When Charles thought he had firmly eſtabliſhed 
an unlimited power over Great-Britain, he ſeriouſly 
entered into the project of bringing the three king- 
doms into a perfect conformity to that form of 
worſhip, which he deemed moſt agreeable to ablo- 
lute monarchy. In 1633, when he returned from 
Scotland, he] left in charge with the biſhops there, 
to compile a liturgy, and a book of canons, which 
were to be tranſmitted into England for Laud's 
approbation. The biſhops of Scotland exerted 
their new-acquired authority with great imperiouſ- 
neſs ; not ſatisfied with the general high- commiſſion 
court, they produced warrants from the king, for 
ſetting up ſuch a juriſdiction in their ſeveral dio- 
ceſes. Civil offices in Scotland were alſo dealt 
out to churchmen with a bountiful hand. Spotſ- 
wood, archbiſhop af St. Andrews, was created 
chancellor; nine biſhops were privy-counſellors, 
and poſſefled places in the Exchequer. Beſides 
theſe grievances, which were highly reſented by the 
Scotch nobility, the manner in which the king im- 
poſed on them the law of reſumption of the crown 
lands, and the law which enlarged his power in 
eccleſiaſtical matters, and confirmed religion in its 
preſent itate, rendered them quite deſperate : but 
they cautiouſly concealed their fſentiments, and im- 
patiently waited for an opportunity, when Charles, 
by an act of apparent illegal power, ſhould convince 
the multitude, that the times demanded a determined 
oppoſition. | 

Sir Thomas Wentworth had been a ſtrenuous op- 
poſer of the meaſures of the crown, but the king 
found means to draw him off from the cauſe of the 
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people; he firſt created him a baron, then a vil- 
count, and afterwards earl of Strafford, made him 
preſident of the council of York, and deputy of 
ireland. In which latter poſt lord Wentworth laid the 
firit foundation of the affluence and poſterity of that 
kingdom. According to Dr. Leland he found among 
the Iriſh little trade or manufactures, except ſome 
ſmall beginnings of a cloathing trade, which pro- 
miſed to increaſe, and might in time affect the 
ſtaple commodity of England. Ireland furn iſhed 
wool in great quantities, and its people could afford 
to vend their cloth in foreign markets on more mo- 
derate terms than the Engliſh traders. A governor 
particularly jealous of any diminution of the king's 
cuſtoms was alarmed at this proſpect. He conſi- 
dered farther, that the Iriſh ſubjects, if reſtrained 
from indraping their own wool, muſt of neceſſity 
fetch their cloathing from England, ſo as in ſome 
ſort to be dependent on this country for their live- 
lihood. Hence the connection of theſe realms 
muſt become firm and indiſſoluble, as the Iriſh 
could not revolt from their allegiance to the crown 
without nakedneſs to themſelves and their families. 
For theſe reaſons he laid diſcouragements on their 
woollen manufactures ; but at the ſame time deter- 
mined to eſtabliſh another article of trade, at leaſt 
equally beneficial to this people, and which pro- 
miſed ſervice rather than detriment to England. 

It was judged that the foil of Ireland was well 
fitted to the raiſing ol flax : ſome experiments made 
by order of the deputy confirmed it; the women 
were naturally addicted to ſpinning; the living, 
and conſequently the labour of the Iriſh ' was 
cheap; could they be trained to the manufacture of 
linen cloth, Wentworth, with the ſanguine hopes 
of a projector, conceived that they might ſoon be 
enabled to underſell the French and Hollanders ; 
he therefore determined to eſtabliſh this manufacture 
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in Ireland. Flax ſeed was imported from Holland, 
workmen were brought from France and the Low 
Countries : the ſeed proſpered; the people were 
employed; looms fitted up; regulations preſcribed 
for yarn and cloth, ſo as to ſecure the fale by the 
value of the commodity. Such were the beginnings 
of the linen trade of lreland“. 

About this time colonel Jackſon with a number 
of Engliſh ſhips from the Leeward Iſlands, landed 
on the Spaniſh iſland of Jamaica, and with only 
five hundred men attacked the fort of St. Jago 
de la Vega, which contained two thouſand Spani- 
ards. The fort and city they took and facked, 
with the loſs of only forty men. After which, and 
having received a ranſom for forbearing to burn the 
town, they re-embarked7. 

The Spaniards had poſſeſſed themſelves of two 
ſmall iſlands on the coaſt of Provence, n-ar Antibes; 
called Marguerite and Honorate, whereby they 
greatly annoyed the French coaſt. To retaliate 
theſe injuries, the French fitted out forty-two ſhips 
at Rochelle, and failing into the Mediterranean 
they were joined by twenty four gallies, all which 
were commanded by the count de Harcourt, who, 
on the coaſt of Italy near Monaco, attacked the 
Joint fleets of Spain, Sicily, Naples, and Florence, 
and obtained a complete victory, ſinking their beſt 
ſhips, and putting the reſt to flight. After which 
the admiral made a deſcent on the iſland of Sar- 
dinia, which he ravagedF. 

Cardinal Richlieu had been for ſeveral years in- 
creaſing the French navy, by purchaſing ſhips from 
foreign nations, as well as building them 1n the ports 
of France; with this force he recovered the two 
iſlands from the Spaniards, and took five large 
Spaniſh ſhips, twenty-two gallies, and eighteen 
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im-ller veſſels. This was, properly, the time when 
France began to ſhew her ſ-pertority over Spain at 
ſea, as ſhe had before done oy land. 

Although the declenſion of Span was now be. 
come extremely viſible, yet in the year 1639, that 
monarchy made the greateſt effort at ſea that it had 
ever done fince the famous armada. The Spaniſh 
fleet, at this time, conſiſted of ſixty-feven. large 
ſhips from Corunna, carrying twenty-five thouſand 
ſeamen, and twelve thouſand ſoldiers. It was in- 
tended to relieve Dunkirk, before which the Dutch 
fleet lay, and otherwiſe to ſupport their Netherland 
provinces. This great armada the Dutch attacked 
in the channel, and afterwards iu the Downs; their 
fleet conſiſted of one hundred ſhips, and was com- 
mauded by Van Tromp. After a long conteſt he 
obtained the victory, and deſtroyed molt of the 
Spaniſh ſhips ; among which was a great Portugueſe 
galleon of fourteen hundred tons, eighty cannon, 
and eighr hundred men. The Engliſh fleet con- 
fiſting of thirty-four ſhips of war, commanded by 
Sir John Pennington, endeavoured to prevent the 
two fleets coming to action, and they actually con- 
tinued three weeks off the coaſt of Kent, watching 
the motions of each other. This terrible blow to 
Spain, which was followed by ſeveral ſubſequent 
defcars at ſea by the French, entirely broke her 
naval power, which it has never recovered. Theſe 
diſaſters induced Spain to come into terms with the 
Dutch at the treaty of Munſter, 

A new Faſt-India Company was ſet on foot in 
England, to which King Charles granted a licence 
to trade in all parts of India, where the old com- 
pany had not ſettled any factories for the term of five 
vears? 


* Rimer's F# lera, Vol. XX. p. 140 


The 


Cnae, II.] or GREAT BRITAIN. 87 


The diſcontent and oppoſition which the king 
met with in England, on his endeavouring to eſta- 
bliſh uniformity of worſhip in that kingdom, might 
have checked his impatience to introduce the fame 
innovations into the church of Scotland; but he ſtill 
perſiſted in his attempts, and an order was pub- 
liſhed for reading the liturgy in Scotland. This 
excited ſuch a ſpirit of oppoſition in the Scotch, 
that they entered into a covenant to ſuppreſs the 
biſhops, and reſiſt the king's authority. This was 
conſidered as an open declaration of war, and 
Charles ſummoned the nobility of England, who 
held lands of the crown, to furniſh troops to ſup— 
preſs this confederacy. Jo add to his ſupplies, he 
demanded a voluntary contribution from the clergy ; 
and, by means of his queen, the catholics alſo 
were preſſed for their aſſiſtance, The king's fleet 
was formidable, and well ſupplied, on board of 
which were five thouſand land-forces: the com- 
mand of this armament was beſtowed on the mar- 
quis of Hamilton, who was ordered to ſail to the 
Frith of Forth, and to cauſe a diverſon in the forces 
of the malecontents. An army was likewiſe raiſed, 
conſiſting of twenty thouſand foot, and about 
three thouſand horſe, which was commanded by 
the earl of Arundel. This army the king hiniſelf 
Joined, 

It was now eleven years ſince Charles had called 
a parliament: the oppoſition which his arbitrary 
proceedings had met with from the laſt, had given 
him a diſtaſte to ſuch a conſtitutional aſſembly. 
His wants, however, at length conſtrained him to 
ſtifle his reſentment, and to call another parlia- 
ment, But here he found a more violent oppoſition 
to his meaſures than he had hitherto met with: the 
houſe of commons could not be induced to treat 
the Scotch, who were of the ſame principles with 
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themſelves, and contended for the ſame cauſe, as 
their enemies, They looked upon them as friends 
and brethren, who, by taking vp arms, had taught 
them to defend their privileges. The king could, 
therefore, reap no other fruits from this aſſembly, 
but murmuring and complaints: every method he 
had taken to ſupply himſelf with money, was de- 
clared an abuſe. Tonnage and poundage, ſhip- 
money, the ſale of monopolies, the billeting of 
ſoldiers on the citizens, were all voted arbitrary 
and illegal ſtretches of the royal prerogative. The 
ſtar-chamber gave particular offence, and inſtead 
of ſubſidies, the houſe preſented the king with no- 
thing but grievances. Charles, meeting with ſo 
reſolute an oppoſition to his views, once more diſ- 
ſolved his parliament, and thereby aggravated the 
popular diſcontents. 

When the parliament was diſſolved, the king 
continued to exact all the taxes againſt which the 
commons had ſo frequently remonitrated. Had he 
really been a deſpotic prince, ſuch a conduct would 
have ſhook him on the throne; but, limited as he 
was, it ſerved to complete his overthrow. He 
could expect little aſſiſtance from England; and the 
Scotch, ſenſible of their own power in that part of 
his dominions, led an army of twenty thouſand men, 
as far as Newcaſtle-upon- Tyne, in order to ſeize 

on, or dethrone, the king, Charles having thus 


hedged himſelf round with embarraſiments, found 


himſelf neceſſitated to call that parliament which 
completed his ruin. 

The eager expectations of all men were raiſed 
from a parliament ſummoned at ſo critical a junc- 
ture, and during ſuch general diſcontents. From 
the ſituation of affairs it could not be abruptly diſ- 
| folved, and it was to execute every thing left unfi- 
nifhed by former parliaments, It was no ſooner 
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aſſembled than it entered upon buſineſs, and by un a- 
nimous conſent, ſtruck a blow of a very important 
and decifive nature. The earl of Sirafford was con- 
ſidered as chief miniſter, both on account of the cre- 
dic which he held with his maſter, and of his own 
great and uncommon vigour and capacity. By hav- 
ing been the chief abetter of arbitrary meaſures, that 
man laboured under the ſevere hatred of all the three 
nations which compoſed the Britiſh monarchy“. 
Strafford, ſenſible of the load of obloquy under 
which he had fallen, would gladly have declined 
attendance in parliament. But when the earl urged 
to the king the danger to which he was expoſed 
from appearing amidit ſo many enraged enemies, 
Charles, little apprehenſive that his own autho- 
rity was ſo ſuddenly to expire, promiſed him pro- 
tection, and aſſured him that not a hair of his 
head ſhould be touched by the parhamentf. The 
commons were no ſooner aſſembled, than they exhi- 
bited an accuſation of twenty-cight articles againſt 
the favourite, which charged him with having at- 
tempted to extend the king's authority at home, and 
with being guilty of ſeveral exactions in Ireland. 
The impeachment amounted to a charge of high trea- 
ſon, and the people without doors loudly demanded 
Juſtice, Thoſe who were appointed by the houſe 
of commons, to make good their charges at the 
bar of the houſe of lords, before whom the delin- 
quent was tried, made uſe of a kind of accumula- 
tive or conſtructive evidence, by which many a*tions, 
innocent in themſelves, or criminal in a much infe- 
rior degree, ſhall, when united, amount to treaſon, 
and ſubject the party to the higheſt penalties in- 
flicted by the law. Ihe earl delended himſelf with 
great preſence of mind and ſtrength of reaſoning ; 
his children ſtood beſide him, whilſt, in a long and 
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eloquent ſpeech, which he delivered extempore, he 
endeavoured to exculpate himſelf of the crimes laid 
to his charge: this he concluded by ſaying ; but, 
my lords, i have troubled you too long, longer 
thai: I ſhould have done, but for the ſake of thoſ: 
dear plodges a faint in heaven has left me.“ Here 
he pointed to his children, and his tears ſtopped 
his utterance. © What I forfeit for myſelf is a 
trie, but I confeſs that my indiſcretion ſhould reach 
my poſterity wounds me to the heart, Pardon my 
infirnity. Something I ſhould have added, but am 
not able, therefore let it paſs. And now, my lords 
e myſeif, 1 have long been taught the extreme 

anity of all temporal enjoyments, cornpared to 
05 importance of our eternal duration. And fo, 
my lords, even fo, with all humility, and with all 
tranquillity of mind, I ſubmit clearly and freely, to 
your judgments ; and whether that righteous doom 
ſhall be to life or death, I ſhall repoſe myſelf full 
on pr and confidence, i in the arms of the great 
author of my exiitence*®, 

The king who was preſent at the trial, which 
continued eighteen days, upon its being finiſhed, 
went to the houſe of lors, and ſpoke in the earl's 
dctence. But the ſpirit of the people was excited, 
and nothing but the blood of the unpopular noble- 
man could appeaſe it. He was found guilty, 
and ail that remained to determine his fate, was 
for che King to give his afſent to the bill of at- 
tainder. Whilf: Charles continued in an agitation 
of mind, not knowing how to behave, Strafford 
tk a very extraordirary ſtep: he wrote a letter in 
viiich he entreated the king, ior the fake of pub- 
lic peace, to put an end to his unfortunate, but in- 
nocent lie, and to quiet the tumultuous people, 
by granting them the reque!t tor which they were 
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ſo importunate. Perhaps Strafford hoped that this 
unuſual inſtance of generofity would engage the 
king more ſtrenuoutly to protect him: perhaps 
he gave his life for loit ; and abſolutely defpaired 
of ever eſcaping the muitiplied dangers, with which 
he was every day environed. After the moſt vio- 
lent conflict in the king's breaſt, he at laſt granted 
a commiſſion to four noblemen to give the royal 
aſſent, in his name, to the bill. "theſe com- 
miſſioners he empowered at the ſame time to give 
his aſſent to a bill which rendered the parliament 
perpeiual*. Three days afterwards the earl was be- 
headed. 

The proceedings againſt the Earl of Strafford have 
been conſidered as vnprecedented and illegal, but 
it ſhould be conſidered that the conſtitution was not 
at that time ſettled on the firm baſis on which it 
now reſts, If in bringing of this diſtinguiſ:ed 
character to the block, the law of power was exerted 
over the law of the land, 1t ought to be conſidered 
as the firſt rude effort of the people at large to 
bring a legal proceſs ag.init a court-minion ; and 
ſuch exertio!'s are always wild and irregular, It is 
however unqueſtionable that Strafford had, with a 
high hand, promoted the arbitrary ſchemrs of his 
royal maiter ; if therefore he was devoted to po u- 
lar reſentment, we who hve in an age in which the 
nature of the government is better aſcertained, and 
the duty of miniſters, more clearly defined, ought 
furely whilſt we pity the victim, to acknowledge the 
expediency of the facrifice. | 

biſhop Laud, at the ſame time that Strafford was 
impeached, was impriſoned in the Tower, and every 
other active inſtrument of tyranny felt more or leſs of 
that vindictive ſpirit, which was now gone forth in ihe 
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nation. This bigotted and ill-judging prelate finilhed 
his life on the ſ-affold a few years after. 

Thus the ſtorm, which was only gathering in 
clouds during the reign of James, now begin to 


rumble, and preſent a formidable aſpect. The no- 


tions of religious liberty, by a natural coincidence, 
united with the love of civil liberty: the ſame ſpirit 

which had made an attack upon the eſtabliſhed faith, 
now directed itſelf to politics: the royal preroga- 
tives were brought under the ſame examination as 
the doctrines of the church of Rome had under- 
gone; and as a ſuperſtitious religion had proved 
unable to ſupport the teſt, ſo neither could an au- 
thority, pretending to be unlimited, be expected to 
bear it. The commons were recovering from the 
aſtoniſhment into which the extinction of the power 
of the barons by that of the crown had at firſt 
thrown them. 1 aking a view of the itate of the na- 
tion, and of their own, they became ſenſible of 
their whole ſtrength, they determined to make 
uſe of it, and to repreſs a power which ſeemed for 
ſo long a time to have levelled every barrier. Find- 
ing among themſelves men of the greateſt capacity, 
they undertook that important taſk with method, 
and by conſtitutional means; and the king had thus 
to cope with a whole nation put in motion and 
directed by an aſſembly of ſtateſmen“. 

Charles, in the former part of his reign, had 
endeavoured to ſubdue the inflexible ſpirit of the 
commons, by ſteadily adhering to the meaſures 
which he had adopted; by a ſtately digoity of be- 
haviour, and by maintaining, at their utmoſt height, 
and even ſtretching beyond former precedents, the 
claims of prerogative, Convinced at length, of 
the inexpediency of ſuch principles, and experi- 
encing but too ſenſibly the humiliating condition i into 
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which they had plunged him, he now reſolved 


to alter his whole conduct; and ſat about regaining 
the confidence of his people, by compliances and 
condeſcenſions. 

The parliament having gained a decided ſupe- 
riority, began to inquire into the abuſes which had 
crept into government. The houle of commons 
examined the regal claims to tonnage and poundage. 
The levying of theſe duties, as tormerly, without 
conſent of parliament, was ſuch an incongruity in 
a free conſtitution, where the people by their fonda- 
mental privileges cannot be taxed but by their own 
conſent, as could no longer be endured. In the 
preamble, therefore, to the bill, by which the com- 
mons granted theſe duties to the king, they took 
care in the ſtrongeſt and moſt poſitive terms, to aſſert 
their own right of beſtowing this gift, and to diveſt 
the crown of all independent right of aiſum ng it. 
In the inſtructions which the houſe of commons 
gave to the committee who framed this bill, they 
were directed to take care to fix the rates upon ex- 
portation as low as poſſible, and thoſe uton impor- 
tation as high as trade would bear*. Which is no 
unfavourable ſpecimen of the political ſagacity of 
thoſe times. 

Doring the reign of Fdward III. it had been en- 
acted, that parliaments ſhould be held once every 
year, or more frequently if neceilaryf. I lie prac- 
tice of Charles and his father had teen in direct 
violation of this regulation; for ſuch afſemblies 
had never been called by them, but when the re- 
venue was unable to ſup, ort the expences of govern- 
ment. To bring the conſtitution back to its 
firſt principles, the houſe of commons now paſſed 
a bill for triennial parliaments. It was en cted, 
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that if the chancelior, who was firſt bound under 
ſevere penalties, failed to iſſue writs by the 3d of 
September in every third year, any twelve, or more, 
of the peers, ſhould be empowered to exerciſe 
ſuch authority. In default of the peers, that the 
ſheriffs, mayors, bailiffs, &c. ſhould fummon the 
voters; and in their default, that the voters them- 
ſelves ſhould meet and proceed to the election of 
members, in the ſame manner as if writs had been 
regularly iſſued from the crown. By this act, the 
parliament after it was aſſembled could not be ad- 
Journed, prorogued, or diſſolved, without their own 
conſent, during the ſpace of fifty days. This bill 
retrenched the aſſumed prerogatives of the crown, 
and eſtabliſhed a regular plan of law and liberty. 
A. great reluctance to allemble parliaments muſt 
be expected in the king, when theſe aſſemblies 
made it their firſt and chief care to controul the 
power aſſumed by government. During Jong in- 
termiſſions of parliament, grievances and abuſes, 
as were found by recent experience, would natu- 
rally creep in; and it would even become neceſſary 
for the king and council to exert a great diſcre- 
tionary authority, and by acts of ſtate to ſupply, 
11 every emergence, the legiſlative power, whoſe 
inecting was ſo uncertain and precarious. Charles, 
tinding that nothing leſs would ſatisfy his parlia- 
ment and people, at laſt gave his aſſent to this bill, 
which produced fo great an innovation in the 
conftitution*. Solemn thanks were preſented him 
by both houſes; and great rejoicings were expreſſed 
both in the city, and throughout the nation. The 
inference which the king's partizans drew from this 
acquieſcence in preſent neceſſity was, that he had 


-- 


vertainly adopted a new plan of government, and 
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for the future was reſolved, by every indulgence, 
to acquire the confidence and affection of his peo- 
le“. 

. Immediately on the paſſing this act, Charles, by 
the advice of the marquis of Hanulion, made a 
very thorough change in his miniſtry. In one day 
ſeveral new privy-counſellors were {worn ; the earls 
of Hertford, Bedford, Eſſex, Briſtol; the lords 
Say, Saville, Kimbolton ; to which was ſoon after 
added the earl of Warwick. All theſe noblemen 
were of the popular party. Hollis was appointed 
ſecretary of ſtate in the room of Wildebank, wlio 
had fied; Pym chancellor of the Exchequer, in the 
room of lord Cottington, who had reſigned ; lord 
Say maſter of the wards, in the room of the ſame 
nobleman ; the earlof Eflex governor, and Hambden 
tutor to the prince. But molt of theſe appointments 
were ſoon after revoked. 

The two ruling paſſions of the parliament hs 
zeal for liberty, and an averſion to the church: 
both theſe propenſities nothing could appear more 
exceptionable than the court of high commiſſion, 
whoſe inſtitution rendered it entirely arbitrary, and 
aſſigned to it the defence of the eccleſiaſtical eſta- 
bliſhment. The ſtar-chamber alſo was a court 
which exerted high diſcretionary powers, and had 
no preciſe rule or limit, either with regard to the 
cauſes which came under its juriſdiftion, or the de- 
ciſions which it formed. A bill unanimouſly paſfed 
the houſes to aboliſh theſe two courts, and in them 
to annihilate the principal and molt dangerous ar- 
ticles of the king's prerogative. By the ſame bill 
the juriſdiction of the council was regulated, and 
its authority abridged. The king ſhewed a ſtrong 
diſinclination to aſſent to this bill: but finding that 
he had gone to far too retreat, and that he poſleſſed 
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no reſource in caſe of a rupture, he, at length, af- 
fixed the royal ſanction to this excellent bill. To 
ſhow the parliament, however, that he was well 
aware of the importance of his grant, he obſerved 
to them, that the ſtatute which he then paſſed, al- 
tered, in a great meaſure, the fundamental laws, ec- 
cleſiaſtical and civil, which many of his predeceſſors 
had eſtabliſned“. | 

£ bout this time the ſtates of Holland ſent a ſplen- 
did embaſſy to Charles, to propoſe ſuch a league 
between the two nations as ſhould tend to the 
furtherance of both their intereſt, At the ſame 
time the young prince of Orange demanded the 
princeſs Mary in marriage. Ihe king readily 
aſſented to theſe propoſals, which were much re- 
liſhed by the people. He condeſcended to lay the 
propoſal before the houſe of peers, and aſk their 
advice upon it. That houſe teſtified its full appro- 
bation of the meaſure. The princeſs at this time 
was not above twelve years of agef. 

Whilſt England was divided by civil diſſentions, 
the kingdom of Portugal found means to emanci- 
pate itſelf from the yoke of Spain. John, duke of 
Braganza, having driven out the Spaniards, aſ- 
cended the throne of Portugal, by the name of 
king John IV. This revolution was extremely be- 
neficial to England, as Spain being thereby ſtripped 
of the Portugueſe ſettlements in the Eaſt-Indies, 
having few or no manufactures of her own, and 
but little product, wines excepted, ſhe was incapa- 
ble, without the aſſiſtance of Portugal, of ſupply- 
ing her American provinces with articles tor their 


* Ruſhworth, Vol. V. p. 307- Hume's Hiſt. of Engl. Vol. VI. p.420. 
+ By this treaty of marriage it was ſtipulated, that the lady's portion 
ſhould be forty thouſard pounds ſterling, and her dowry ten thouſand 
pounds yearly in lands. The domeſtics ſhe was to carry over from Eng- 
land were in all rg by men and forty women. -Cencral Collete 


tion of Treaties, Vol, J. p. 312. conſump 
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conſumption. After this period, the Engliſh, Dutch, 
Hamburghers, and lateſt of all the French; have 
furniſhed Spain with the chief commodities and 
manufactures which ſhe conſuines at home, as well 
as what ſhe tranſports to her American territor1es. 
The laſt regal record preſerved in Mr. Rymer's in- 
eftimable collection is, a treaty of peace and friend- 
ſhip concluded between king Charles and John the 
fourth king of Portugal, by which a free commerce 
between the ſubjects of both crowns was eſtabliſhed. 
ihe Engliſh ding in Portugal were admitted to 
all the privileges and immunities enjoyed by the 
natives, the duties and cuſtoms payable by them 
were put on the ſame footing as thoſe enacted of 
the Portugueſe, a conſul was to reſide at Liſbon 
to regulate all matters reſpecting the commerce car- 
ried on between the two nations, and the Engliſh 
were to be allowed full toleration in their religion. 
The ſame iminunities were allowed the Portugueſe 
reſiding in England. 

The Roman catholics in Ireland had lived quietly 
ever ſince the quelling of J yrone's rebellion at the 
cloſe of queen Elizabeth's reign ; but in the be- 

zinning of the year 1641, they formed an execra- 
ble def ign of maſſacring all the Engliſh through- 
out that "kingdot n, ſeizing all fortified places, and 
of entirely ſhaking off the ifngliſh yoke. On Sa- 
turday the 23d of October, the day dedicated to 
St. Ignatius Loyala, the founder of rhe jeſuits“, the 
Roman catholics in general roſe, when a dreadful 
maſſacre of the proteſtants enſued, the object being 
no leſs than to extirpate the whole race of proteſtants, 
in the firſt three months one hundred and fifty- four 
thouſand perſons are jaid to have been cruelly put 
to death, 7 his exterminating ſpirit continued with 
unrelenting fury until the March following. A 


* Warg's Geſta Hibernorgm. 
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plan was laid for ſcizing on the caſtle of Dublig, 
as ſoon as the inſurrection took place, but this de- 
ſign was dete ted before it could be put in exec: 
tion. Ths ſhocking event had a great influence 
on the Engliſh parliament, as well as on the n. ation 
at | rge, and did great injury to the cauſe of the 
king, "and Pa articularly caſt an odium-on his queen, 
whole bigotted attachment to the Romiſh ſaith ren- 
dered her very cbnox1ons to the Englith. Ilie par- 
liament was very bac Kw ard in ſending over fuccout 
and ſupplics t: Ire land, being apprene enſive that the 
king auned at dra; ig. Tr En: land of troops, and to 
involve the country in a v 155 in order to divert Its 
attention to tlie reducing the claims of the crown. 
From ſuch jealouſies, whether well or ill founded, the 
breach between the king and his paruamnent grew 
every day wider. For the effectual ſuppreſſion of 
this rebellion, an act was paſled for diſpoſing of tlic 
rebel lands, to tuch well- affected proteſtants as would 
jend ſums of money thereon, the rate of which 
loan was fixed to be two hundred pounds for onc 
thouſand acres of good land in the province of 
Ulfter;. the fame quantity of acres in Connaught 
for three hundred pounds; in Munſter four hundred 
and fifty pounds ; in Leinſter ſix hundred pounds, all 
freeho:d; paying quit-rents in Uifier of one penny 
every Acre ; in Connaught three haif-pence ; in 
Munſter two Pere: farthing; and in Leinſter three 
penge. 1 ncouraged by this offer, a great number 
of well- affected protcitants ſettled on the lands of 
Nothiul and {edifious papiſts. 

In this dec ine of the royal authority, the king 
ever LUCtuating between 0; polition and compliance, 
{Ometmes reſo! ved on One, ſometimdes on another 
mode of conduct. Having taken great offence at 
the proceedings of the houſe of commons, he went. 
thither in perion vwhiilt it was fitting, and accuſed 


ive of the leading members of high trea! 
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Theſe were ſuch as had been for a ſhort time ad- 
mitted to the royal favour, but whoſe principles would 
by no means recommend them to the approbation 
of majeſty ; they were Vir. Hollis, Sir Arthur Haſle- 
rig, Vir. Pym, Mr. Hambden, and Mr. Strode. 
Lord Kimbolton, afterwards earl of Mancheſter, 
was accuſed in the houle of lors by the attornev- 
general. Such a ſtep was of too deiperate a na— 
ture to be recalled. The houſe, not intimidated by 
tke preſence of their ſovereign, appeared determined 
to ſupport their obnoxious members. Their in- 
ſlexibelity ſhook the refolution of Charles, who was 
obliged to Jer the houſe without naving the power 
to eniorce his indiſcreet and precipitate meaſure, 
Nothing could m- ke his imbec; lit, more apparent 
to che eyes of all his ſubjects than this event unless 
t be the tranla tion which immediately followed it. 
the very next morning Charles ſent to the lord 
mavor of 1 .ondan, directing him immediately to 
Hall a common council; and ſoon after he went 
himtelf to Guildhall, accompanied by only five or 
ſix lords; and addreſſing himſelf to the common 
coun il, told them, © thar he was ſorry to hear of the 
apprehenfions which were entertained of him; that 
he was come to them without any guard, in order 
to teſtify his firm reliance on their alſect on; that 
he had accuſed certain men of high-trealon, againſt 
whom he meant to; roceed ian a legal way, and 
therefore preſumed that they would not meet with 
protection from the city,” When he had finiſhed 
his ſpeech, he told one of the ſperiifs that he in- 
tended to dine with him ; but notwithſtanding the 
2 gracious expreifons which he han delivered 
hen he left the hall, he vis not faluted with an 
acclamations, and whillt ; paſting through the ſtreets, 
inſtcad of ſhouts of applauſe, he heard the cry, 
privilege of parliament ; 2 of farlianent; re— 
ſounding from all quarters. Fuli of chagrin at 


Claren don, Vol. II. p. 3 61. 
N 2 cheſ- 
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theſe mortifying ſtrokes the king repaired to Hamp- 
ton court, from whence he ſent meſſages full of con- 
deſcenſion to his commons, by wich whillt he ex- 
tremely augmented in his opponents the will, he in— 
creaſed their ability of hurting him. Having firſt 
rendered himſelf hateful, his Tubmition now ren- 
dered him contemptible. Several reduced officers 
and young gentlemen of the inns of court, during 
this time of diſorder and danger, offered their ſer- 
vice to the king. Between them and the populace 
there paſſed frequent ſkirmiſhes whjeh ended not 
without bloodſhed. By way of reproach thele gen- 
tlemen gave the rabble the appellation of round- 
heads, on account of the ſhort cropt hair which they 
wore : theſe called the others cavaliers; and thus the 
nation, which was ſufficiently provided with reli— 
gious as well as civil cauſes of quarrel, was allo ſup- 
plied with party names, under which the factions 
might rendezvous and ſignalize their mutual hatred“. 

The commons were by this time ſenſible, that the 
ſword alone could decide the quarrel between the 
king and his people. They, therefore, proceeded 
to diſplace the governors of ſuch fortified places, 
as they had reaſon to ſuſpect of attachment to the 
cauſe of royalty. Hull, Port!/mouth, and the Tower 
of London, received governors of their appoint- 
ment. They ſecured the navy to their intereſt, by 
appointing the earl of Warwick admiral of the fleet 
under the earl of Northumberland; who kept the 
entire dominion of the ſea in the hands of that 
aſſembly. At length it was propoſed to raiſe a 
militia, the nominating the officers of which the 
commons laid claim to ; the king, on the other 
hand, inſiſted on appointing them : the altercarion, 
which this ſtruggle for power produced, broke off 
all farther treaty, and both ſides determined to 
appeal to the ſword. 


s Hum:'s Hiſt, of England, Vol. VI. p. 464. 
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In this extremity, the king, with his :wo ſons, the 
prince of Wales and the duke of Fork, reed to 
Y ork. CHI queen, at the fame time, paſſed over to 
Holland, with ſuch articles of the te. lia as would 
enable her to raiſe money, and procu.. arms and 
troops. The patliament acgiled themſelves of the 
general appre! nenſion which wa. iprend over the king= 
dom of an invaign from Ireland, and an inſurrection 
of the Roman cacholics in England, to enduce the 
people to contribute their plate, and other v aluables, 
for the defence of the kingdom, The zeal which 
was diſcovered on this occaſion v1, aſtoniſhing and 
unexampled, and was the firſt inſtance of bene- 
volences truely Tune, that had been raiſed in 
this kingdom for tlie public ſervice, although the 
ruling prince had, in almoſt all periods of its hiſs 
tory, Hevied contributions under that ſpecious de- 
nomination. But though each ſide was preparing 
vigorouſly for war, yer every prec wition was taken 
to throw the blame of the firſt infraction of the 
peace by one on the other. The king offered pro- 
poſals to the commons, which he knew they would 
not accept; and they in return offered him nine- 
teen propolitions, which, if complied with, would 
have rendered him entirely ſubſervient to their 
commands. Their import was, that the privy- 
council, the principal officers of ſlate, the gover- 
nors of the king's children, as well as of the forts, 
caſtles, fleets, and armies, ſhould all be appointed 
by, or under the controul of parliament. That 
papiſts ſhould be puniſhed by their authority; that 
the church and liturgy ſhould be reformed at their 
diſcretion ; and that ſuch members as had been diſ- 
placed for former offences ſhould be reſtored. 
1 hele propoſals were rejected; war, on any terms, 
was eſteemed by the king and. his counſellors pre- 
ſerable to ſo ignominious a peace, Collecting, 

therefore 
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therefore ſome forces, he advanced ſouthward, and 
at Nottingham firſt erected the royal ſtandard *, the 
open ſignal of diſcord and civil war throughout the 
kingdom. 

The ration repoſed the molt entire confidence 
in the parriotife of their repreſentatives, and 
paid a ready obedience to the Jaws promul- 
gated by paihament, though deſtitute of the ſanc- 
tion of the great ſeal; v. hilſt the royal ſtandard 
was reſorted to by a comparatively inconſiderable 
number. Queen Henrietta, however, © Mraought very 
ſcaſonable ſupplies from Holland, Which, with the 
contributions from the univerſity of Ox for, feve- 
ral of the nobilitr, and the clergy, procured an 
army of near ten thouſand men, which was com- 


manded by the earl of Lindeſcy; and prince Ru— 


- pert, ſon of the elector Palatine, was at the head 


of the horſe. The parliament, at the ſame time, 
led a yet more numerous army to the field, which 

was en:rufted to the care of the ear} of F. dex. The 
head quarters of the latter were near Worceſter. 
Ihe firſt blood that was ſhed in this defolating quar- 
rel, was in a ſkirmiſh between a body of horſe 
commanded by prince Rupert, and a detachment 
of cavalry from the army of Fſſex. The colonel 
who commanded them belng moc on the firlt onlet, 
the fortune of the day was ſoon decided in favour 
of the royaliſts. 

The battle of Edge-hill followed foon after +, 
which was nothing more than a drawn battle, in 
which five thouſand men are ſaid to have been ſain, 
with the earl of Lindeley, the king's commander 
in chief. Sir William Balfour, who commanded 
the body of reſcrve under lord ILiſſex, ſaved the 
parliament army from a defcat; his troops even 


* 25th of Avguſt, 164:. + 23d of October, 1642. 
took 
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took the royal ſtandard, which was afterwards re- 
covered. 

Charles, after this ation, marched to Oxford, 
which city was ſtrongly attached to the cauſe of 
royalty ; ro though che ſealon was far advanced, 
the milita Operations of the campaign were not 
cloſed unt the {ins rmy ha | reached Brentford, 
and menaced the city of London with an attack, 

the calamities which England endured at this 
time, were not confined to "the devaſtations and 
outrages which the two principal armies committed, 
and whoſe infvence was limited to the centre of 
Eneland ; each 5 nty, each town, nay each pri- 
vate family, was div; ded within it ſelf and the moſt 
violent convulſions ſhook the whole kingdom. 
During the ſucceeding winter, unremitting efforts 
were every where m: de by each party to ſurmount 
its antagoniſt; and the Engliſ:, rouſed from the 
lethargy of peace, with eager, though unſkilful 
hands, empioyed acainſt their tellow-citizens their 
long: -neg] lected weapons, On one ſide, an ardent 
zeal for liberty and preſbyterian diſcipline pre- 
vailed; on the other, an equa] attachment to mo— 
narchy and epifcopacy. Conventions of neutrality 
nad indeed been entered into in ſeveral counties, 
but the Parliament Vo! ed ſuch nevtrality illegal “. 
'The altercation of diſcourſe, the controverſies of 
the pen, ont; above all, the declamations of the 


pulnit, indiſpoſed the minds of men towards cach 
O her, N p. 1 the blind rage of party. 
Fierce, however, and inflamed, as were the diſpo- 


ſitions of rhe Enpliſh; by a war both civil and reli» 
gious, that great deſiroyer of humanity, all the 
events of this criod, fays Mr. tume, are leſs 
diftinguitied by atrocious deeds, eicher of treachery 


* Clatendon, Vol. III. 137. 
Or 
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or cruelty, than were ever any inteſtine diſcords 
which had ſo long a continuance. A circumſtance 
which will be found to reflect great praiſe on the 
national character of that people, now ſo unhappil; 
rouled to arms “. 

The next campaign was favourable to the cauſe 
of the king, his commanders were generally victo- 
rious, and his troops ſurpaſſed their opponents in 
diſcipline, but they were badly provided with am. 


munition and military ſtores. On the ſide of the 


parliament the great Hambden was flain in a ſkir— 
miſh, which happened in Chaldgrave field, and the 
king's party ſuſtained an irreparable loſs in the gal- 
lant lord Faulkland, who was killed at the battle 
of Newbury. 

Hambden, with the boldneſs of a well-principled 
patriot, had nobly oppoſed the arbitrary demands of 
the crown 1n the levying of ſhip-money, backed ag 
they were by the opinions of the judges. His at- 
tachment to his religious principles, as we have ſeen, 
led him to reſolve upon renouncing his country, where 
he lived in affluence, and univerſally reſpected, and to 
court the inhoſpitable wilds of America: his inflex- 
ible integrity gained him the eiteem even of his ene- 
mies, and his humanity and benevolence the affec- 
tion of all that knew him more intimately T. Lord 
Faulkland was a nobleman diſtinguiſhed by his pur- 
ſuits in literature: poſſeſſing a fine genius, and an 
opulent fortune, all the noble ſources of mental 
enjoyment were opened to him. Called into pub- 
lic life, he ſtood foremoſt in all attacks on the high 


. Hiſtory of England, Vol. VI. P- 513. a T So baneful is 
u party-ſpirit, that lord Clarendon, after beſtowing praiſes on the perſo— 
nal merit of this great man, both as to virtues and ta.euts, conciudes 
with lay ing: In a word, what was ſaid of Cinna, might well be applied 
to him: He had à head te contrive, a tongue to perſuade, and a hand to 
execute any miſchie,; his death, therefore, lecmed to be a great deli- 
verance tothe nation,“ —I7;tory of the Rebellion, Vol. III. . 267. 
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prerogatives of the crown; and diſplayed that maſ- 
culine eloquence, and undaunted love of liberty, 
which from his intimate acquaintance with the 
ſublime ſpirits of antiquity he had greedily im- 
bibed. When civil convullions proceeded to ex- 
tremities, and it became requilice for him to chooſe 
his ſide, he tempered the ardour of his zeal, and 
embraced the defence of thoſe limited powers which 
then remained to monarchy, and which he deemed 
neceſſary for the ſupport of the Engliſh conſtitu- 
tion. Still anxious, however, for his country, he 
ſeemed to have dreaded the too proſperous ſucceſs 
of his own party as much as of the enemy; and 
among his intimate friends, often after a deep ſilence 
and frequent ſighs, he would with a fad accent rei- 
terate the word peace. Though he held the office 
of ſecretary of ſtate, which exempted him from 
being expoſed to the dangers of the field, yet he 
was ever forward to expole his perſon, alledging, 
that it became him to be more attive than other 
men in all hazardous enterprizes, Jeft his impa- 
tience for peace ſhould draw on him the imputation 
of timidity. From the commencement of hoſtili- 
ties, his natural cheerfulneſs and vivacity became 
clouded, and even his uſual attention to dreſs, re- 
quired by his birth and itation, gave way to a 
negligence which was ealily. obſervable. On 
the morning of the day in which he fell, he had 
ſhown ſome care of adorning his perſon; and gave 
for a reaſon, that the enemy ſhould not find his 
body in any flovenly indecent fituation. “ I am 
weary,” ſubjoined he, of the times, and foreſee 
much miſery to my country; but believe that I 
ſhall be out of it ere night“.“ This excellent 
perſon was but thirty-four years of age, when a pe- 
riod was thus put to his life f. From the oppoſite 

* Clarendon, Vol. Ib. p. 359, + Hume's Hiſt. of Engl. Vol. VI. 
p. 574. 
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arties which theſe two diſtinguiſhed characters, 
Hambden and Faulkland, embraced, a ſhirit of 
candour and moderation, in deciding on the con- 
duct of men, may be ſtrongly urged. I he reaſon- 
ing faculties of man are ſo imperfect, that con- 
trariety of opinion will ariſe on points of the higheſt 
conſequence to the happinefs of human life; truth 
comes to us tinctured very early by the tints it re- 
ceives from education, example, and prepoſſefſions 
derived from conſtitution, temper, and even cli— 
mate; and by thoſe who poſſeſs the belt diſpoſition 
to acquire it, is frequently loſt in the labyrinths of 
diſputation concerning it. 

This campaign put the royaliſts into poſſeſſion 
of the city of Briſtol, which was taken by prince 
Rupert *. After which, the king laid ſiege to Glou- 


- ceſter, but in that attempt he was baffled by the 


determined bravery of the citizens. 

It was about this time that two men in the par- 
liament army began to ſignalize themſelves; theſe 
were, Sir Thomas Fairfax and Oliver Cromwell, 
who were with the forces in the north, acainft 
which, the marquis of Newcaſlle commanded the 
king's troops. 

The campaign of 1643 had given the king many 
decided advantages, which led the parliament to 
ſeek to ſtrengthen their hands by an alliance with 
Scotland. Fo: this purpoſe they ſent commiſſioners 
to Edinburgh, who were empowered to adiuſt the 
conditions of a cloſe confederacy with the Scottiſh 
nation. This produced that ſolemn league and co- 
venant, which effaced all former protellations and 
vows taken in both kingdoms, and long maintained 
its credit and authority. In this covenant, the 
ſubſcribers, beſides engaging mutually to defend 
each other againſt all opponents, bound themſelves 
to endeavour, without reſpect of perſons, the ex- 


* 25th July, 1643. ; : 
uUrpation 
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tirpation of popery and prelacy, ſuperſtition, he- 
rely, ſchiſm, and profaneneſs; to maintain the 
rights and pr.vileges of parliaments ; ; together with 
the king's authority ; and to diſcover and bring to 
zuſtice all zncendiaries and malignants“. 

'The king, to oppole the defigns of the Weſtmin- 
ſter parliament, called one at Oxford, where it aſ- 
ſembled; and England now ſaw, what it had never 
before beheld, two parl'amenrs fitting at one and the 
ſame time. This regal parliament voted the kin 
ſupp'ies, which was the only purpole for which it 
was drawn together; and it had no ſooner an- 
ſwered it, than it was prorogued, and never after 
convened. 

The licurgy of the church of England was now 
abolithed, and pre ſbytgrianiſinm was eftabliſhed on 
the ſubverſion of the for er hierarchy. An ordi- 
nance was iſſued by the parliament enjoining every 
peiſon to faſt one day in the wrek, and the money 
thus ſaved was exatted in ſupport of the common 
cauſe. | he parliament, now :itreag:hened by their 
union with the Scotch, ſeemed capable of carrying 
on their deſigns againit the king | hele republi- 
cans were no ſooner ranked under the general name 
of preſbyterians, then they began to ſeparate into 
new parties; the majority of che houſe of commons 
indeed was compoled of preſbyteriaas, ftrictly ſo 
called, the reſt were independents; a new ſect hat 
had lately becn introduced, and had Vained many 
adherents. By the different tenets embr a ced by 
theſe two ſects the public meaſures became iniju- 
enced. The independents rejected all eccleſiaitical 
eſtabliſhments, and would admit of no ſpiricual 
courts, no government among paſtors, no in erpo— 
ſition of the magiſtrate in religious concerns, no 
fixed encouragement annexed to any ſyſtem of doc- 

* Rythworth, Vol. VI. p. 478- Hume's Hiſt, of Engl. Vol. VI. 
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trines or opinions. According to their principles, 
each congregation united voluntarily, and by ſpi- 
ritual ties, compoſed within itſelf a ſeparate church, 
and exerciſed a juriſdiction, but ſuch an one as was 
deſtitute of temporal ſanctions, over its own paſtor 
and its own members. The election of the con- 
gregation alone was ſufficient to confer the ſacer- 
dotal character; and all eflential diſtinction was 
denied between the Jaicty and the clergy, no cere- 
mony, no inſtitution, no vocation, no 1m;.olition 
of hands, was, as 1n all other churches, ſuppoſed 
requiſite to convey a right to holy orders. The 
preſbyterians rejected the authority of prelates and 
the uſe of liturgies, retrenched ceremonies, and 
limited the riches and authority annexed to the ſa- 
cred office. The independents went much farther 
they aboliſhed eccleſiaſtical government, rejected 
creeds and ſyſtems, together with every ceremony, 
and levelled the diſtinctions of rank. Their poli- 
tical ſyſtem correſponded with their religion. Not 
content with confining to very narrow limits the 
power of the crown, and reducing the king to 
the rank of chief magiſtrate, which the preſbyte- 
rians aimed) at, this ſect ſought to aboliſh monarchy 
entirely, they would not even allow of an ariſto- 
cratical form of government, bur indulged the il- 
luſive idea of an entire equality of rank and order, 
in a republic quite free and independent. In conſe- 
uence of this ſcheme, they were avowed enemies 
to all propoſals for peace, except on ſuch terins as 
they knew 1t was impoſſible to be obtained; and 
they adhered to that maxim which is, in the main, 
prudent and political, that whoever draws the ſword 
againſt his ſovereign, ſhould throw away the ſcab- 
bard. By terrifying others with the fear of ven- 
geance from the offended prince, they had engaged 
greater numbers into the oppolition againſt peace, 
| than 
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than had adopted their other principles with regard 
to government and religion“. 

The king, ſeeing himſelf oppoſed by the united 
parliaments of England and Scotland, was led to 
make a truce with the rebellious papiſts of Ireland, 
that he might re-enforce his army by the Engliſh 
troops then employed in Ireland to quell this tur- 
bulent ſpirit. Whereupon ſeveral papiſts entered 
into the ſervice of Charles, who drew upon him- 
{elf thereby, the reproach of employing papiſts to 
cut the throats of his proteſtant ſubjects. Whilſt 
the king was ſtruggling with ſucceſs againſt the ſu- 
perior power of his enemies in the ſouth and weſt, 
his affairs were ruined in the north. The earl of 
Mancheſter having taken Lincoln, and united his 
army to that of the earl of Leven, who commanded 
the Scots, and to that of lord Fairfax, York was 
cloſely beſieged by their combined forces; and 
that city, though vigorouſly defended by the mar- 
quis of Newcaſtle, was reduced to extremity. The 
parliamentary generals flattered themſelves that 
their labours would ſoon be crowned with this im- 
portant conqueſt; but they were ſuddenly alarmed 
by the approach of prince Rupert, who, havin 
vigorouſly exerted himſelf in Lancaſhire and Che- 
ſhire, had aſſembled a conſiderable army; and 
Joining Sir Charles Lucas, who commanded New- 
caſtle's cavalry, haſted with an army of ten thou- 
ſand men to the relief of York. Ihe Scotch and 
parliamentary generals raiſed the ſiege, and draws 
ing up their forces on Mariton-Moor, propoſed to 
give battle to the royaliſts. Prince Kupert, having 
Joined the marquis, the latter endeavoured to per- 
ſuade him, that having ſo ſucceſsfully effected his 
purpoſe of relieving York, he ought to be ſatisfied 


4 Hume's IIiſt. of Engl. Vol, VII. P* 21. 


with 
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with that advantage: but the prince, whoſe maitia] 
diſpoſition was not ſufficiently tempered with pru- 
dence, pretended poſitive orders from the king; 
and without condeſcenting io conſult with New- 
caſtle, immediately iſſued orders for battle, and on 
the ſeventh of July drew up his army on Marſton- 
Moor. Ihe prince's army now canſiſted of four- 
teen thouſand foot, and nine thouſand ho ſe; its 
main body was commanded by the gen: rals, Go- 
ring, Porter, and Teller; the prince headed the 
right wing, and Sir Charles Lucas, and colonel 
Hurry ihe left. The main body of the parliament 
army, which was, at leaſt, equal to the prince's 
in number, was commanded by the earl of Man- 
cheſter, the ear] of Leven, and lord Fairfax; the 
right wing was headed by Sir I homas Faitfax, and 
the left by Oliver Cromwell. J he ch:rge was be- 
gun with ſuch courage and intrepidity by the leſt 
wing of the parliament's army, that prince Rupert, 
contrary to his uſual foitune, was put to Bight. 
Newcallle's regiment alone, reſolute to conquer or 
periſh, obſtinately kept th ir ground. In the other 
wing, Sir J homas Fairfax and colonel Lambert 
broke through the royaliits, and, tranipoited with 
the ardour of purſuit, foon reached their victorious 
friends, who were alſo engaged in the purſuit of the 
enemy. After this tempeit was pait, Lu.as, who 
commanded the royaliſts in this wing, collecting his 
broken forces into order, attacked the parliamentary 
cavalry, threw, them into confuſion, puſhed them upon 
their own infantry, and routed the remainder of that 
wing. But when ready to ſcize on their cari1ages and 
baggage, he perceived Cromwell return ng from 
the purſuit of the other wing of the royaliſts; and 
boch of them were ſurprized to find that they muſt 
again renew the combat, for that victory 2 
tac 


Caae. II.] or GREAT BRITAIN, 113 


each of them imacined they had already obtained. 
The front of the battle was now changed, and either 
army pole led the ground which had been occupied 
by the enemy at the beginning of the day. This 
ſccond bat.le was equally furious with the firſt : but 
after bath ſides had diſp:ayed the utmoſt courage, 
the victory was obtained by che parliamentary forces, 
the whole train of artillery taken, and the royaliſts 
driven out of the field, afte four thouſand of them 
were flain, and fifteen hundred tagen priſoners; 
while the loſs on the fide of parliament is ſaid to 
have amounted only to three Lundred common 
{oidicrs. | 

1 he loſs of this hattle was the moſt conſiderable 
blow wich the king had ſuſtained during the whole 
conteſt. Rupert, the next day, ſent the marquis 
of Newcaſtle word, that he was determined to march 
away with his army towards the king; and the mar- 
quis returned in anſwer to this, that he was reſolved to 
retire from his command, and leave the kingdom. 
Theſe intentions were executed with the ſame pre- 
cipitation as they were formed. York being thus 
abandoned, was obliged to ſurrender in a few days. 
The Scots then marching nurthward, joined ten 
thouſand additional forces, under the command of 
the earl of Calendar: and ſoon after took Newcaſtle 
by ſtorm. | 
On this diſcomfiture, the king retired ro Oxford ; 
his x reſent danger excited his friends to redoubled 
efforts; he levied new forces, and had ſome flight 
ſucceſs. | But this appearance of good fortune did 
not continue long; his army was turbulent and ſe— 
ditious, that of the paritament every dar improved 
in diſcipline, and obeyed their leaders from princi- 
ple. Among other inſtances of the governing vicws 
which actuated the republican leaders, is an act 
which palled, called e /elf-denyiag ordinance; by 
| | which 
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which it was enacted, that no member of the houſe 
of commons ſhould have a command in the army. 
The chief reaſon for paſſing this law, was to deprive 
the parliament of a motive to continue the war, 
from a view of retaining their commiſſions in the 
army. Hereupon the former generals were changed; 
the earls of Eſſex, Denbigh, and Mancheſter gave 
up their commiſſions; and Fairfax, with the aſſiſt- 
ance of Cromwell, new-modelled the army without 
controul. 

Soon after theſe innovations, both armies met at 
Naſeby: the king, who commanded the main body 
of his own troops, diſplayed his bravery upon this 
occaſion, encouraging his ſoldiers when giving way, 
and rallying them in perſon when broken. The 


parliament army notwithſtanding was victorious, 


Wherever Cromwell fought he brought conquelt, 
and the defeat of the royal army was principally 
owing to him. All the infantry were ſcattered, 
yet the ſlain on the ſide of the parliament exceeded 
thoſe on the ſide of the king; the one loſt one 
thouſand men, the other not more than eight hun- 
dred. But the priſoners that were made by Fairfax 
were prodigious. Five hundred officers and four 
thouſand private men being taken, and all the king's 
artillery and ammunition were loſt, which rendered 
the victory as complete as poſſible*®. Among the 


other ſpoils, the king's private cabinet fell into the 


hands of the parliament, in which were copies of 
the confidential letters which he had written to his 
ueen. Some of which were afterwards ſelefted, 


and publiſhed by order of the parliament. 


The ſtate of the public navy, in the ſummer 
of 1645, appears from an authentic liſt pub- 


* June, 1645. 


liſhed 
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liſhed by order of parliament to have been as 


follows: Tons. Men. Guns. 
1 Ship (vice-admiral Blyth) of 87 5—280—50 
1 Ditto f - 600—170—40 
x Ditto (rear-admiral Owen) of $75—170—40 
1 Ditto of - - 557—170—38 
1 Ditto of - - 520—170—238 
1 Ditto of - - 559 —160—38 
1 Ditto (vice-admiral Batten) of 650—260—36 
x Ditto of - - 5$12—160—36 
1 Ditto of - - 5O0—1,0—36 


5348 1690 262 

The reſt conſiſted of ſeventeen ſmaller ſhips, 
from four hundred tons, one hundred and ten men, 
and twenty-eight guns; down to eighty tons, forty- 
five men, and eight guns. So that there was not 
one ſhip which might now, in our times, be ad- 
mitted into a line of battle. 

The Royal Sovercign, built ten years before, and 
perhaps ſeveral other large ſhips of war, were either 
ſtill under the king's command, or elſe were not 
then thought neceſſary to be put into commiſſion. 
There were alſo ſix pinks and frigates, of each 
fifty tons burden, and eighteen merchant-ſhips, 
from four hundred and five tons, one hundred and 
twenty-one men, and twenty-nine guns down to 
one hundred and ſix tons, fifty men, and twelve 
guns. Probably this was the chief part of the 
parliament's naval force. At this time aroſe a great 
coolneſs and jealouſy between the parliament and 
the Dutch republic; the Hollanders, through the 
intereſt ot the prince of Orange, having ſhewn a 
great partiality to the cauſe of the king, which 
produced a very warn remonftrance from that aſ- 
ſembly. It was theretore ſoon found neceſſary to in- 
creaſe the marine of EnglandF. | 


B of Orders, Declarations, &c. of Parliament printed in 
1646. : 


Vol. II. P The 
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The battle of Naſeby was extremely fatal to the 


intereſts of the king, and Fairfax and Cromwell im- 


proved their victory to the utmoſt, They reduced 
every City that they appeared before, and compelled 
the young prince of Wales, afterwards Charles the 
Second, to fly to the Scilly Ifles. 

The king collected the ſcattered remains of his 
forces at Oxford, and made overtures of peace, 
but without effect. He, therefore, determined to 
deliver himſelf up to the Scotch army rather than 
to the Engliſh, expecting to receive more deference 
and reſpect from the former than from the latter. 
On ſignifying his intention, the Scotch promiſed to 
afford him protection, and to treat him with re— 
ſpect. In reliance on which aſſurance the king left 
Oxford, and travelling through by-ways and ob- 


- ſcure places, arrived at the Scotch army in nine 


days“. From that moment he loſt his liberty. The 
Scotch army began to negotiate with that of Eng- 
land, and in conſideration of being paid the arrears 
due for their iervice in England, which amounted to 
four hundred thouſand pounds, they delivered up 


their king. 


The kingly power being thus aboliſhed, the par- 
lament aſſumed the ſupreme authority. Though 


mutual animoſities had ſubſiſted between the preſby- 
terians and independents, from the firſt period of 


the latter having formed themſelves into a diſtinct 
party, yet (a few individuals excepted) they had hi- 
therto concurred in public meaſures and acted with 
equal vigour, againſt the common enemy; but now 
tkat the power of their arms had gained a complete 
victory over the royal cauſe, that hatred which fear 
had for ſome time ſuppreſſed, ſhewed itſelf in a ran- 
cour more virulent than either of them had, in the 
cyurle of the war, manifeſted againſt papiſt or 


* 40th January, 1646, ; 
epiſco- 
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epiſcopalian. The ſelf- deny ing ordinance was, from 
its firſt commencement, violated in favour of one 
or two popular officers, who were cf the indepen- 
dent party ; and when the intentions of this body 
were anſwered, by depriving the preſbyterians of 
the ſuperior poſts in the army, they had intereſt 
enough to get that ſtatute ſo entirely laid aſide, that 
in the beginning of the vear 1646, within twelve 
months after the battle -of Naſeby, on the iſſuing 
writs for ſupplying the places of deceaſed and dif- 
abled members, the officers of the new-modelled 
army were promiſcuouſly elected with other candi— 
dates, and permitted to keep their ſeats in parlia— 
ment. Notwithſtanding the advantage which the 
party gained by this notorious breach of a law they 
had been ſo inſtrumental in procuring, yet the preſby- 
terians ſtill maintained their ſuperiority in the lower 
houſe. But they were ſoon to lay it down, and fub- 
mit to a military democracy; a form of government 

before unknown. | 
The commons were now willing to get rid of 
the army as ſoon as poſſible, well knowing that, if 
the army continued, inftead of receiving laws, it 
would preſume to dictate them. They therefore 
paſſed a vore, by which 1t was ordained, that a part 
of it ſhould be diſbanded, and another part of it 
ſent over to Ireland. It may eaſily be imagined that 
Cromwell would not ſuffer this. Now was the cri- 
ſis of his greatneſs, and he ſeized the opportunity. 
He formed a council of officers, -and another of 
common ſoldiers, called Agitators, who were ap— 
pointed to enquire into the grievances of the army, 
and lay them before the parliament. The very ſame 
conduct which had formerly paſſed between the 
parliament and king, wis now put 1n practice be- 
tween the army and parliament. As the commons 
granted every requeſt, the army roſe in their de- 
2 mands: 
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mands: theſe accuſed the army of mutiny and 
ſedition, and thoſe retorted the accuſation, by al- 
ledging a manifeſt deſign in the parliament to rule 
alone, 

The king bad been confined, ſince he came into 
the power of the Engliſh, at Holdenby-Caſtle in 
Wales; the army were reſolved to be poſſeſſed of his 
perſon, and ſent one Joyes, a cornet, to take the king 
by force, and bring him a priſoner to Newmarket, 
This commiſſion he executed with intrepidity and 
diſpatch. It was in vain that the commons, now 
without power, complained of his inſolence; the 
army, inſtead of being awed by their menaces, 
marched towards London; and now, in turn, pre- 
ſcribed laws to their employers. Cromwell, will- 
ing to give his injuſtice the appearance of rec- 
titude, cauſed eleven of the moſt powerful and 
leading ſpeakers in the houſe of commons to be ac- 
cuſed; this ſo aſtoniſhed the reſt, that willing to 
appeaſe the army at any rate, they writ to the 
general, that they were ready to receive any par- 
1zcular charge againſt ſuch as fell under his diſ- 
pleaſure, 

The king began to feel of what conſequence he 
was. The more the national confuſions encreaſed, 
the More was he confident that all parties would, at 
length, have recourſe to his lawful authority, as 
the only remedy for the public diſorders, You 
cannot be without me, ſaid he, on ſeveral occaſions : 
You cannot ſeltle the nation but by my alſiſtance. A 
people without government, and without liberty; 
a parliament without authority; an army without 
a legal maſter : diſtractions every where; terrors, 
oppreſſions, convulſions. From this ſcene of con- 
fuſion, which could not long continue, all men, 
he hoped, would be brought to reflect on that an- 
cient government, uncer which they and their 


anceſtors 
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anceſtors had ſo long enjoyed happineſs and tran- 
quillity. : 

Though Charles kept his ears open to all propo- 
poſals, and expected to hold the balance between 
the oppoſite parties, he entertained more hopes of 
accomirodation with the army. He had experi- 
enced the extreme rigour of the parliament. I he 
pretended totally to annihilate his authority: they 
had confined his perſon. In both theſe particulars 
the army ſhowed more indulgence“. He had a free 
intercourſe with his friends. And 1n the propoſals 
which the council of officers ſent for the ſettlement 
of the nation, they inſiſted neither on the abolition 
of epiſcopacy, nor of the puniſhment of the roy- 
aliſts; the two points to which the king had the 
moſt extreme reluctance: and they demanded, that 
a period ſhould be put to the preſent parliament, 
the very event for which he molt ardently longed. 

A conjunction with the king ſeemed more natural 
with the generals, than with that uſurping aſſembly, 
who had fo long aſſumed the entire ſovereignty of the 
ſtate, and who had declared their reſolution fill 
to continue maſters. By gratifying a few perſons 
with titles and preferments, he might draw over, 
he hoped, the whole military power, and, in an 
inſtant, reinſtate himſelf in his civil authority. 
To lreton he offered the lieutenancy of Ireland; to 
Cromwell the garter, the title of earl of Eſſex, and 
the command of the army. Negotiations to this 
purpoſe were ſecretly conducted. Cromwell pre- 
tended to hearken to them; and was well pleaſed to 
keep the door open for an accommodation, if the 
courſe of events ſhould, at any time, render it ne- 
ceſſary. And the king, who had no ſuſpicion that 
one, born a private gentleman, could entertain the 


* * Warwick, p. 303, Parl. Hiſt. Vol. XVI. p. 40. Clarendon, Vol. 
p · 50. ; 
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daring ambition of ſeizing a ſceptre, tranſmitted 
through a long line of monarchs, indulged hopes 
that he would, at laſt, embrace a meaſure which, 
by all the motives of duty, intereſt, and ſafety, 
feemed to be recommended to him“. 

The king had been removed to Hampton- Court ; 


and when the army, and init the independant party, 
had gaired an abſolute aſcendancy over the parlia- 


ment, Charles began to be apprehenſive for his own 
ſafety, and to lind his flattering expectations vaniſh. 
He therefore took a haſty reſolution of eſcaping to 
the iſle of Wight, witn a deſign to paſs over to 
France, where his queen had been for ſome time. 
*I he governor, colonel Hammond, who was devoted 


to Cromwell, r-ceived him with great profeſſions 


of reſet and duty, but obliged him to repair to 
Cariſbrook-Caiile, where he continued really a pri- 
ſoner. 

In the mean time the parliament continued every 
day to grow more feeble, and more factious; the 
army more powerful and better united. Crom- 
well had taken every precaution to eſtabliſh ſuch a 
fubordination among his troops, as was neceſſary to 
conduct them with eaſe, and to invigorate his pro- 
ceedings. But his views were in ſome danger of 
being counteracted at this juncture, by a new and 
unheard-of confederacy. The independents were 
for having no ſubordination in government. A ſet 
of men called Levellers, now aroſe, who declared 
againſt any other governor than Chriſt. They main- 
tained that all degrees ſhould be levelled, and an 
equality univerſally eſtabliſhed in titles and eſtates. 
They preſented ſeveral petitions, and carried their 
infolence to an immeaſurable pitch. Cromwell at 


once ſaw that he was now upon the point of loſing 


* Hume's Hiſt, of England, Vol, VII. p. 100. 11 
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all the fruits of his former ſchemes and dangers, 
and dreaded this new faction ſtill the more, as they 
turned his own pretended principles againſt him- 
ſelf; thus finding all at ſtake, he was reſolved, by 
one reſolute blow, to diſperſe the faction, or periſh 
in the attempt. Having intimation that the Le- 
vellers were to meet at a certain place, he unex- 
pectedly appeared before the territied aſſembly, at 
the head of his red regiment, which had been hi- 
therto invincible. He demanded in the name of 
God, what their aſſembly and murmuring meant; 
and, recciving an inſolent anſwer, he laid two of 
the ring- leaders dead upon the ground with his own 
hands. The guards diſperſing the reſt, he cauſed 
ſeveral of them to be hanged upon the ſpot, ſent 
others priſoners to London, and thus deſtroyed a 
faction, no otherwiſe criminal than in having fol- 
lowed his own example. | 

This action ſerved ſtill more to increaſe his 
power in the camp, in the parliament, and in the 
city. Fairfax, now become a lord, was nominally 
general, but Cromwell was inveſted with all the 
power of the army. The king, a priſoner in the 
Iſle of Wight, full continued to negotiate a peace ; 
while the parliament. ſaw no other method of de- 
ſtroying the military power which themſelves had 

raiſed, but by oppoling to it that of the King. 
Frequent propoſitions therefore paſſed between the 
captive monarch and the commons; but the great 
obſtacle, which was their inſiſting upon deſtroying 
epiſcopacy, ſtill deſeated every meaſure. 

In the mean time the Scotch, aſhamed of having 
been thought to have fold their King, raiſed an 
army in his favour. Many of the young nobility in 
England ſeconded their intentions; the King's deſpe- 
rate affairs once more began ro wear a favourable 
aſpect, which Cromwell perceiving, led his veteran 

army 


* 
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army againſt this new enemy. Succeſs ſtill attended 
his crimes ; he defeated the Scotch forces entirely 
at Preſton, and took the duke of Hamilton, their 
general, priſoner. Fairfax, on the other hand, was 
equally ſucceſsful in Kent and Eſſex; the infur- 
gents having retired into the city of Colcheſter, 
which declared for the king, he blocked them up, 
and compelled them to ſurrender at diſcretion. 

In the latter end of May 1648, the failors of a 
ſquadron lying in the Downs, revolted againſt their 
commander, Rainſborough ; whom they fet afhore, 
together with ſome other officers diſſaffected to the 
royal cauſe. Being ſupplied with proviſions by the 
king's friends in Kent, they ſteered their ſquadron 
to the Brill, and delivered it to the duke of York, 
whom the king had appointed high-admiral of 
England. The prince of Wales, who had retired 
to Paris, where he reſided with his mother, was no 
ſooner informed of this incident, than he repaired 
to Helvoetſluys, and going on board the fleet, was 
received with loud acclamations. He fent his bro- 
ther to the Hague, and ſet fail for England, in 
order to join and head the Scottiſh army, when it 
ſhould enter that kingdom. Arriving at Yarmouth 
the inhabitants refuſed him admittance, whereupon 
he directed his courſe to the river Thames, and 
took ſeveral rich veſſels belonging to the London- 
ers, which were afterwards reſtored. Meanwhile 
the earl of Warwick aſſembled a ſquadron, with 
which he failed in queſt of the priace, and an- 
chored his ſhips fo near him in the river, that an 
engagement was thought inevitable. The prince 
of Wales was eager for battle, and had actually 
weighed, in order to attack the carl; but the wind 
failing, and afterwards blowing full in his teeth, he 
could not execute his reſolution. Warwick was 
reinforced with ſome freſh ſhips, and the royal fleet 

being 
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being in want of proviſions, young Charles was per- 
ſuaded to return to Helvoetſluys, whither the par- 
liament fleet followed him“. 

The earl of Warwick, immediately on his ar- 
rival off the coaſt of Holland, ſent to the States, 
inſiſting that they ſhould oblige the ſhips which had 
revolted from the parliament of England, and taken 
refuge in their ports, to put to ſea. This de- 
mand embarraſſed the States, as they were not 
willing to break with the parliament, neither did 
they chooſe to expoſe thg revolted fleet to the re- 
ſentment of their purſuers: they, at length, deter- 
mined not to comply with the Engliſh admiral's 
demand, and ordered all their naval force to ſea 
to prevent an engagement between the two ſqua- 
drons. Warwick, finding that his menaces were 
not effectual, quitted the Dutch coaſt, and returned 
home. 

The command of this ſmall ſquadron, now re- 
duced to fourteen ſhips, badly manned and equipped, 
was given to prince Rupert, with which he carried 
on a pyratical war, and after ſome time ſucceſsfully 
cruiſing in the channel, he retired into the port of 
Kinſalef. 

The parliament ſtill continued to treat with the 
king, and apprehending more from the deſigns of 
their generals than the attempts of their monarch, 
ſeemed in earneſt, for the firſt time, in their nego- 
tiations; but it was now too late; the. army ſoon 
returned crowned with their accuſtomed ſucceſs, 
and with furious remonſtrances demanded juſtice 
upon the king. They accuſed him as the cauſe of 
all the misfortunes of the kingdom, and inſiſted 
that his partizans and favourites ſhould ſhare with 
him in his public puniſhment. This remonſtrance 
was ſoon after backed by petitions from the garriſons 

* Clarendon, + Iden. 
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army againſt this new enemy. Succeſs ſtill attended 
his crimes ; he defeated the Scoich forces entirely 
at Preſton, and took the duke of Hamilton, their 
general, priſoner. Fairfax, on the other hand, was 
equally ſucceſsful in Kent and Eſſex ; the inſur- 
gents having retired into the city of Colcheſter, 
which declared for the king, he blacked them up, 
and compelled them to ſurrender at diſcretion, 

In the Jatter end of May 1648, the failors of a 
ſquadron lying in the Downs, revolted againſt their 
commander, Rainſborough ; whom they tet afhore, 
together with ſome other officers diſſaffected to the 
royal cauſe. Being ſupplied with proviſions by the 
king's friends in Kent, they ſteered their tquadron 
to the Brill, and delivered it to the duke of York, 
whom the king had appointed high-admiral of 
England. The prince of Wales, who had retired 
to Paris, where he reſided with his mother, was no 
ſooner informed of this incident, than he repaired 
to Helvoetſluys, and going on board the fleet, was 
received with loud acclamations. He ſent his bro- 
ther to the Hague, and ſet ſail for England, in 
order to join and head the Scottiſh army, when it 
ſhould enter that kingdom. Arriving at Yarmouth 
the inhabitants refuſed him admittance, whereupon 
he directed his courſe to the river Thames, and 
took ſeveral rich veſſels belonging to the London- 
ers, which were afterwards reſtored. Meanwhile 
the earl of Warwick aſſembled a ſquadron, with 
which he ſailed in queſt of rhe prince, and an- 
chored his ſhips ſo near him in the river, that an 
engagement was thought inevitable. The prince 
of Wales was eager for battle, and had actually 
weighed, in order to attack the earl; but the wind 
failing, and afterwards blowing full in his teeth, he 
could not execute his reſolution. Warwick was 
reinforced with ſome freſh ſhips, and the royal fleet 
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being in want of proviſions, young Charles was per- 
ſuaded to return to Helvoetſluys, whither the par- 
liament flect followed him“. | 

The earl of Warwick, immediately on his ar- 
rival off the coaſt of Holland, ſent to the States, 
inſiſting that they ſhould oblige the ſhips which, _ 
revolted from the parliament of En gland, and taken 
refuge in their ports, to put to ſea. This de- 
mand embarraſſed the States, as they were not 
willing to break with the parliament, neither did 
they chooſe to expoſe the revolted fleet to the re- 
ſentment of their purſuers: they, at length, den er- 
mined not to comply with the Engliſh admiral's 
demand, and ordered all their naval force to ſea 
| to prevent an engagement between the two ſqua- 
drons. Warwick, finding that his menaces were 
not effectual, quitted the Dutch coaſt, and returned 


| 

| home. 

| The command of this ſinall ſquadron, now re- 
duced to fourteen ſhips, badly manned and equipped, 


N was given to prince Rupert, with which he carried 
N on a pyratical war, and after ſome time ſucceſsfully 
cruiſing in the channel, he retired into the port of 
1 KinſaleF. 
1 The parliament ſtill continued to treat with the 
J king, and apprebending more from the deſigns of 
- their generals than the attempts of their monarch, 
= ſeemed in earneſt, for the firſt time, in their nego- 
1 tations; but it was now too late; the army ſoon 
- returned crowned with their accuſtomed luccels, 
and with furious remonſtrances deinanded juſtice 
upon the king. They accuſed him as the cauſe of 
all the misfortunes of the kingdom, and infiſted 
that his partizans and favourites ſhould ſhare with 
him in his public puniſhment. This rcmonſtrance 
was ſoon after backed by petitions from the gariitons 
* Clarendon, + Iden. 
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diſperſed over different parts of the kingdom, and 
the counties of Somerſet and Norfolk concurred in 
the ſame demand. Fairfax, beipg influenced by 
Cromwell, and not perceiving that he was the 
tool of his crafty colleague, removed his royal 
priſoner from the Ifle of Wi ight to Hurſt-Caſcle. 
The parliament com plained of this arbitrary ; ro- 
ceeding, but their remonſtrances were now but 
empty found. They began to iſſue ord nances for 
a more effetual oppoſition ; ; but they received a 
meſiage from Cromwell, that he intended paying 
them a viſit next day with his army, and 1n the 


mean time ordered them to raiſe him, upon the city 


of London, forty thouſand pounds. Afﬀrighted at 
the approaching danger, they complied with his 
demand; and, in the mean time, the general, with 
his army, came and took up his quarters in the 
ſkirts of the city. The commons ſtill proceeded 
in the treaty with the king, but this Cromwell was 
reſolved to oppole : they voted, that the carrying 
the king priſoner to Hurſt-Caſtle, was without the 
advice or conſent of the houſe. Jo puniſh them 
for this, Cromwell placed guards round the houſe, 
and made thoſe members priſoners whom he judged 
moſt adverſe to his deſigns. One of his colonel-, 
whoſe name was Pride, having a paper of names 
in his hand, ſeized upon one- -and-forty, and ſent 
them to the Court of W. ards, Where they were kept 

nder guard. he next day an hundred and ſixqy 
wore of the members were denied entrance; and that: 
ef the houſe which now remained was entirely 
compoled of a ſmall body of independents, Judi- 
croully called the Rump. Th<ſe ſoon voted, that 
the tranſactions of the houſe, a few days before, were 
egal, and chat the general's conduct was juſt and. 
ne ceflary, 

ike Geath of the king was now reſolved upon. 
he Larkamnentary leaders of the independent party 


mean” 
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meant that the army ſhould execute that daring 
enterprize, but its leaders were too circumſpect, 
ſingly to incur the imputations which ſuch an unpre- 
cedented and deſperate deed would draw after it. 
They were reſolved that the parliament ſhould co- 
operate with them in a meaſure which was deemed 
neceſſary for the advancement of their common 
ends of ſafety and ambition. The houſe of com- 
mons therefore pes a committee to frame a 
charge againit the king. On their report a vote 
paſſed, declaring it treaſon in a king to levy war 
againit his parti. ment; and they appointed a high- 
commiſſion court to try Charles for ſuch treaſon. 
This vote was ſent up to the houle of peers for their 
conceu. rence, but it was immediately rejected by 
that body. The commons thereupon came to a re 
ſolution, that as they were the 8 of 
the people, who are the origin of all juſt potoer, they 
are the ſupreme authority of che nation, and that 
whatever is enacted and declared to be Jaw by the 
commons, hath the force of lad, without the con- 
ſent of the king, or the houſe of peers: upon 
which the ordinance for the trial of Charles Stuart, 
king of England, was again read, and unanimoul}y 
aſſented to ©. 

The king was herevpon rem-ved from Windſor 
to St. James 85 and brought befure the high court 
at Veltminſter-ital! 0 take his trial. Three times 
was Charles produced before the court, and as 
often he proteſted againſt their right of juriſdliction. 
On the 4th, the judges having examined ſome wit- 
neſſes, by whom it wa ; proved that the King had a 
peared in arms againſt the forces commiliioned T 
the parliament, bt cy pronounced ſentence of death 
againſt him. Before the paſſing ſentence, Charles 


* ]-nuary 4, 1649-9, 
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earneſtly deſired to be admitted to a conference 
with the two houſes : he had ſomething to propoſe, 
he ſaid, which he was ſure would be for the welfare 
of the kingdom, and the liberty of the ſubject. 

It was ſuppoſed, that he intended offering to reſign 
his crown to his ſon ; and ſome who ſat on the trial 
preſſed that he might be heard. This was not 
the opinion of the majority; and the commiſſioners 
returning from the court of Wards, where they had 
adjourned to conſult on the king's propoſal, ac- 
quainted their royal priſoner, that his requeſt was 
conſidered as a delay of juſ ice. 

This unexampled proceeding _ a crowned 
head, awakened in each ſovereign Prince in Eurepe, 
a ſerife of horror and ini:-ation. The breach 
court was now fincere in their interpoſition in be- 
half of the king, and the Dutch employed very 
earneſt interceſſions for the preſervation of his life; 
but all in vain. The Scots ineffectually exclaimed 
and proteſted : the prince of Wales wrote a letter 
to the army, and the queen one to the parliament : 
no more than three days were allowed between the 
king's ſentence and his execution; this interval he 
paſſed in reading and devotion ; and throughout 
that trying ſeaſon, he preſerved a wonderful tran- 
quillity and compoſure. 

When the day for execution arrived, Charles 
was conducted on foot through St. James's Park to 
Whitehall, accompanied by Juxton, biſhop of 
London, and guarded by a regiment of foot under 
the command of colonel Tomlinfon. The ſtreet 
before Whitehall was pitched on as the place to ex- 
hibit this ſolemn ſcene ; this ſpot was choſen, becauſe 
being in fight of his own palace, the triumph of 
popular juſtice over royal majeſty, was thereby more 
ſtrikingly diſplayed *. Soldiers were placed round 

* Hume's Hiſt, of England, Vol. VII. p. 143- 
| . | the 
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the ſcaffold, and an infinite concourſe of ſpeCtators 
waited, with filent horror, at 2 greater dgiſtance. 
The king ſurvo/ 4 21] the -;paratus of death with 
calm com polure: he ailurea the perſons that ſtood 
with lum on the ſcaffold, that his heart abſolved him 
of £vy-ry crime but that of having given up the earl 
of Siraford io the fury of his enemies, and that he 
had confidence in the mercy of heaven. While he 
thus maintained his integrity, the biſhop obſerved to 
him, chat he had but one itage more to heaven; to 
which che king returned: * go from a corruptible 
to an incorruptible crown, where no ciſturbance can 
have place.” Then laviug his head upon the block, 
the executioner, whule face was concealed in a vizor, 
ſevered it, with one ttroke, from the body: an aſ- 
ſiſtant, in the like diſguiſe, held it up to the ſpecta- 
tors, ſtreaming with blood, and cried aloud, “ This 
is the head of a traitor.” 

Thus, by a fate unparallelled in the annals of 
princes, fell Charles Stuart, on the zoth of January, 
1648-9, in the iorty-ninth year of his age, and 
rwenty-fourth of his reign; a 7 rince whoſe princi- 
ples, conduct, fortune, and death, by poweriuily 
working on oppolite alfeCtions, according to their 
different views and intereſts, have given riſe to a 
bitter and irreconciicable contelt, He was repre- 
ſented by a conliderable party, as a martyr to the 
church ; as the patron of the clergy, and the ſupport 
of the nobility ; and theſe have adorned him with 
every flower of pancgyric. Ihe bigots of a different 
perſuaſion have exulted in his fate, and held his me- 
mory in the higheit Gdeteſtai.on. 

Charles lived to ſee the laws and conſtitution of 
his country expire before him. He had the misfor- 
tune to be bred up in high notions of the preroga- 
tive, which he thought it incunibent on him to main- 
tain ; but though this conſideration may ſerve to exte- 
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nuate his miſconduRt, it cannot excuſe the nume— 
rous acts of oppreſſion and injuſtice, which he com- 
mitted during the firſt fifteen years of his reign, 
He lived at a time when the extenſion of the royal 
prerogative was repugnant to the genius of the 
people, and governing by old rules, inſtead of en- 
deavouring to accommodate himſelf to the changes 
of the times, he fell in the univerſal convullion, 
Many kings before him expired by treaſons, plots, 
or affaflinazions, but never ſince the times of Apis, 
the Lacedemonian, was any but he ſacrificed "by 
their ſubjects, with all the formalities of juſtice. 
Upon the whole it muſt be confeſſed, that though 
the nation was branded by foreigners with reproach 
upon this occaſion, yet theſe ſtruggles at length 
ended in domeſtic happineſs and ſecurity : the laws 
became more preciſe, and the ſubjects more ready 
to obey, as if a previous fermentation 1n the conſti- 
tution was neceſſary to its ſubſequent refinement 1. 
Immediately on this memorable event the diſſo— 
lution of monarchy took place in England. When 
the peers met they entered upon bulineſs, and ſent 
down ſome votes to the commons for their con- 
currence; but of theſe the latter would not deign 
to take any notice. In a tew days the lower houſe 
paſſed a vote, that they would make no more ad- 
dreſſes to the hauſe of peers, nor receive any from 
them; and that that houſe was uſcleſs and dange- 
rous, and ther»tore aboliſned. A like vote patled 
with tea to the monarchy. The commons or- 
dered a new great ſeal to be engraved, on which 
that afſembly was repreſented, wich this legend. 


+ Goldſmith. + The king? ſurviving iſſue were, three ſons 
and three daughters, Char! les, piince of WSles, born iu 1630; James, 
d ke of York, 111633; Henry, duke of G. uceſter, in 1641; May, 
princeſs of Orange, m 1631; Elizabeta in 1635; and Hentletta, atter» 
wards duchels of Orlcans, in 1674. 
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On the firſt year of freedom, by God's blefſing, reflored 
1648. The forms of ail public buſineſs were 
changed, from the king's name to that of the keep- 
ers of the liberties of England. Ihe court of King's 
Bench was called the court of Public Bench; and 
it was declared high treaſon to proclaim, or any 
otherwiſe acknowledge, Charles Stuart, commonly 
called prince of Walesf. T he king's ſtatue in the 
Royal Exchange was thrown down, and on the pe- 
deſtal theſe words were inſcribed. EXIT TyRan- 


NUS, REGUM ULTIMUS; The Tyrant is gone, the laſt 
of the Kings. 


One of the evils which had ariſen from theſe long 
internal conflicts, was the introduction of exciſe into 
England. In the year 1642 the lords and commons 
in parliament laid a tax on beer and ale in all coun- 
ties within the limits of their power, calling it by a 
new word, Exciſe. And the king's parliament, 
when ſitting at Oxford, impoſed the like taxes on all 
within their power. The zeal of the city of Lon- 
don for the parliament was ſo great, as according 
to RuſhworthT, to agree to a weekly payment of 
ten thouſand pounds, excluſive of Weſtminſter 
and the other ſuburbs, which likewiſe ſerves to 
prove the opulence of that great commercial body. 
But it is not to be ſuppoſed that this aſſeſſment was 
levied for any length of time, but merely to pro- 
vide for a preſſing emergency. Indeed the large 
ſums raiſed by the parliament during the {ix years 
war which they maintained againſt their king, proves 
the wealth of the nation; for from the year 1641 to 
the year 1647, upwards of forty millions ſterling 
was raiſed, or about ſix millions fix hundred and 


Þ+ So cautious on this head were ſome of the republicans, rhat it eis 
pretended, in reciting the Lord's Prayers they wovld not ſay thy king- 
Hom come, hut always thy commonTWeaith came, I Vol. III. p. 2. 
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ſixty- ſix thouſand ſix hundred and fixty-ſix pounds 
thirteen ſhillings and four-pence yearly . This 
enormous ſum is excluſive of what the king raiſed in 
the counties where his intereſt prevailed. 

The only kind of Bank, or repoſitory for mer— 
chants, where they might ſafely lodge their caſh, 
uſed to be the royal mint in the Tower of London; 
but when Charles had excited the reſentment of his 
parliament by his numerous acts of deſpotiſm, and 
thereby found himſelf deprived of the conſtitutional 
means of ſupplying his neceſſities, he had recourſe to 
other methods, both arbitrary and oppreſſive, to 
compaſs his ends: one of which was a forcible ſei— 
zure of two hundred thouſand pounds, which was 
lodged by the merchants in the king's mint. This 
money indeed was afterwards repaid, the king aſ- 
ſigning to the lenders the revenue of the cuſtoms 
for their ſecurity*: yet ſuch a compulſive meaſure 
frightened the monied-men of the city from depo- 
ſiting their caſh in the mint for the future. From 
this time the merchants and traders of London, ge- 
nerally kept their caſh at home, until the breaking 
out of the civil war, when it frequently happened 
that their apprentices and clerks would leave 
their homes, and go into the army, often taking 
with them what {ums they could find belonging 
to their maſters. In ſuch unſettled times therefore 
merchants, not daring any longer to confide in their 
apprentices, began firſt, about the year 1645, to 
lodge their running caſh in the hands of gold- 


ſnichs, for them both to receive and pay. Until 


this time, the ſole buſineſs of London goldſmiths, 
was to buy and ſell plate, and foreign coins of gold 
and ſilver; to ſeparate and melt them; to re-Ccoin 


+ Royal Treaſury of England, p., 297, publiſhed in 1725. 1 An. 
Dom. 1638. Sir Williatn Templc, 
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re-coin ſome at the Mint, and ſupply the refiners, 
plate-makers, and merchants, with the reſt, as 
they found the price to vary. This new banking 
bulineſs ſoon grew very conſiderable. At length, 
as an enducement for people to bring them in their 
caſh, theſe goldſmiths paid at the rate of four- 
pence a day per cent. for the money lodged in their 
hands, which brought them ſuch an accumulated 
capital, as enabled them to lend out great ſums of 
money on perſonal ſecurity, for the exigencies of 
trade. They likewiſe began to diſcount bills of 
exchange. By ſuch trafic ſome grew to be ſo opu- 
lent, that during the time of the commonwealth, 
the principal goldſmiths were enabled to ſupply 
Cromwell with money on the ſecurity of the te- 
venue. After the reſtoration, the neceſſities of 
Charles II. enabled this body of men to exact from 
that diſſipated prince, ten per cent. intereit for the 
money they advanced to him, and frequently a 
larger ſum. © This great gain,” ſays a very cu- 
rious pamphlet publiſhed in that reign, © induced 
the goldſmiths more and more to become. lenders 
to the king; to anticipate all the revenue; to take 
every grant of parliament into pawn as ſoon as it 
was made; ſo that, in effect, all the revenue paſſed 
through their hands ©.” 

By the famous treaty of Munſter in 1648, the 
court of Spain concluded a folid and laſting peace 
with the ſtates-general of the Seven United Pro- 
vinces of the Netherlands; thereby renouncing all 
claims and pretenſions on thoſe provinces. This 
treaty adjuited the ſecurity of the trade and naviga- 
tion both to the Eaſt and Weſt-Indies. 

By an account publiſhed in 1642 by order of 
parliament, the ſeveral naval charges and cquip— 


* The Myſtery of the new-faſhioned Goldſmiths, or Bankers, diſ- 
covered, print 13 1676, but ſuppoled ner to have been publiſhed. 
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ments of the years 1640—41 and 42, are extracted, 
which ſhews the degree of our naval ſtrength, as 
well as the ſtated expences attending thar national 


— — 2 — 


| defence. 
| 00 
1 The charge of ten of the king's 
ſhips, and 10 merchant-ſhips, em- þ 57,592 4 6 


ployed on the Narrow Seas 1641 


2 Ordinary of the my for the year} __ 
1840 72610 3 9 
Ditto for the year i641 - 22132 1 4 
4 Ditto for the year 1642 - 21,056 11 6 


I Charge for the victualler of the 
navy, for the ordinary expence > 7,655 17 9 
of the year 1042 - 

6 The emptions of the office of 
ordnance, for the years 1641 and þ 5,443 12 © 
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164 2 -TOL zether * | 

7 Charge of ſetting forth 15 « of his“ 0 
majelty's fhips for the Narrow 8.263 5 
Seas, anno i642, for 2 months, f „ | 
to the treaſurer of the navy = |} . 

8 Vie { r 24 merchantmen, ws 94 1 
the fame year and time - e 6 

9 For  tuallingt ac 15 king's ſhips } 3 F 
above named for that tine {| e 1 
e 1 
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NiEMOIRS of Sir WILLIAM 1VIONSOVN, Kaz. 


THE diſtinguiſhed figure which Sir WIliam 
Monſon makes, both as a naval officer, and a writer 
on maritime affairs, renders it neceſſary for us ro 
give ſome private memoirs of him in this place, 
which are chiefly collected from Dr. Cam 4 s Lives 
of the Admirals, Collins's Peerage, and Sir Wil- 
liam's own writings, 

The family of "this great man is traced as high as 
the reign of Edward the 1hird. Sir W Nam was 
born in Lincolnſhire, and was the ſecond iurviving 
ſon of John Monſon, Eſq; by Mary, daughter of 
Sir Robert Huſſey, He was born about the year 
1569, and devoted himſclf very early to ti ica- 
ſervice; and in the beginning of the Spaniſh war 
was only 2 common ſailor, in which capacity his 
wages were no more than ten ſhi! lings a mont! '1. 
From this ſtation he gradually advanced until he 

attained the great commands he aitcrwarus bore, 
He made his ſirſt voyage at the 480 of ſixteen, his 
great reliſh for a ſeafaring life leading hin is enter 
170 it, without the knowledge Ot cither of his Da- 
rents: and as he himfelf iays, te thercin law the 
ſharpeſt jervice which he met with through Lis 
whole life. He was then on board a ſmall privateer, 
which failed from the Ile of Wight, in confort 
with another. They fell in with a Spanith fhin 
of three hundred tons, well manned. Notwi h- 
ſtanding their diſproportionate ſtrength, the crows 
of the two priv itcers reſolved to board her, witch 
they acconipliſhed towards the evening; but the 
wind growing high, and the night being > dar! Kk, their 
veſſels could not Keep their ſtations along- lde of 
te enemy. The Englith ſa lors who had boarded 
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her, however, maintained the attack with great ſpi- 
rit during the whole night, and in the morning the 
Spaniards were forced to yield. Two years after he 
got the command of a {mall ſhip, and was in con- 
ſtant employ during the long and active reign of 
queen Elizabeth. 

In the year 1589 he ſerved as vice-admiral on 
board the ear] of Cumberland's fleet, and greatly 
diſtinguiſhed Himſelf. In 1591 he was again under 
the command of the ſame” nobleman; and in an 


action with the Spaniards he was made prifoner ; 


in which ſituation he continued for two years ; but 
he had no ſuoner regained his liberty, than he again 
took a command under the earl, In the expedition 
under the earl of Eſſex on the Spaniſh coaſt, in 
1596, when Cadiz was facked and taken, he com- 
manded the Repuiſe, the adnural's own ſhip; for 
his valvyur in which ſervice he was knighted. The 
next year he was likewiſe in commiiion under 
Eflex, in order to intercept the Spaniſh flota. The 
advice which he cave on that voyage, Eitex was too 
arrogant to adopt; in conſequence of which the 
Spaniſh. g galleons eſcaped ; but had it been follovred, 

the, woutd moiſt probably have been all intercepted 
and taken. Sir William Monſon was aſterwards 
employed in feveral ſtations; and in the year 1602, 

in conjunction with Sir Richard Leviſon, had the 
principal command of a royal fleet to annoy the 
coaſts of e This ſervice they performed fo 
effectually, that for ſome time no veſiels dared to 
go in or out of the Spaniſh harbours, ſo that their 
trade was entirely at a ſtand ; but their chief glory 


was before the harbour of Cezinbra, a ſmail city in 


Portugal, where they took a large carrack of ſixteen 
hundred tons, though laying under the protection 
of the caſtle⸗ ; 


See Vol. I. p. 481. : 
Theſe 
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Theſe ſervices recommended admiral Monſon to 
the favour of king James. It does not however 
a;:pear, that Sir William, throughout the courſe of 
that reign, received auy extraordinary marks of 
eſteem. From: i begianing of the year 1604 to 
the year 15:5, e had the charge of the Narrow Seas 
entruſted o hin, in which employment he per- 
formed ligne ervice, by ſu, porting the honour of 
the ÞF yglith lag, agaigſt che 'encroachments of the 
Dutch and French; he hkewite made a voyage 
round Great Britain and Ireland, to ſcour the ſeas 
of pyrates. In 16179 he was called to give his ad- 
vice before the lords of the council, how the pyrates 
of Alziers might be ſuppreſſed, and the town at- 
tempted. 

_ After ſo many and great ſervices rendered to the 
crown, and {> many years ſpent in his country's 

ſervice, Sir Wiiliam ſou nd that all he had done, 
and ail he had advited, was not ſufficient to ſcreen 
him from party EIA The integrity of his 
nature would no. permit him ſilently to obſerve the 
Im politio''s and grievai.ces which the ſeamen ſuf- 
fercd, and whi:h were practiſed in the higher de- 
parttnents of tne navy. Through his interpoſition 
the king iſſued a comdiiſſion of enquiry imo theſe 
abuſes, in conſequence of which many mal-prac- 

tices were detected, and much money was yearly 
ſaved in the national expenditure ; but hereby Sir 
William raiſed againſt him many powerful and in- 
veterate enemies. At the fame time the lady Ara- 
bella Stuart, whoſe nearneſs of kin to the reigning 
prince enabied her to lay claim to the crown, hav- 
ing eſcaped from the confinement in which ſhe 
was on that account held, Sir William Monſon was 
directed to prevent, if poſſible, her palling over 
either into France or Flanders. In this buſineſs ke 


was ſo vigilant, that he re-took that unfortunate 
lady 


o 


134 NAVAL HISTORY [Book III. 


lady in a bark, which was making for Calais, and 
had afually arrived within ſour miles of { the har- 
bour. As ſhe was much eſteemed and pitied by 
the PEOPIEs this tranſaction was ſo repretenced, as 
to reflect very ſevere, but unjuſt reproaches, on 
the dud of the naval officer. The Dutch too 
were not wanting in their endeavours to injure a 
man, vio had reduced the conſequence to which 
that republic now aſpired. Through the intrigues 
of his enemies he was, on very ilizhc pretences, 
committed a clo!e priſoner to the 2 0% ww Gu aſter 
he had been examined by the chief juſtice Cole, 
and ſecretary Winwood, he was Giſcharged; aſter 
which he wrote a full vindicatlon ct his conduct 
whilſt admiral on the Narrow Seas. 

On the acceſſion of Charles he ſtood well with 
that prin ce, and his advice Was aſked in 9 mar- 
time affairs: but the conduct of the d:: 
Ingham in the naval d vas rat agree- 
able to this veteran ſeaman, and he had too much 
frankneſs to conceal his ſentiments; for which ke 
remained unemployed. After the death of Luck- 
inghain, when the king began to ſee the inpor- 
tance of maintaining thoſe privileges which his an- 
ceſtors had enjoyed in the ſcas which ſurround theie 
kingdoms, Sir W liam Monſon, then fizty-fix years 
of age, was appointed vice- admiral of the fleet com- 
manded by the earl of Lindeſcy, which effec- 
tually vinc licated the King's honour, and the rights of 
the nation. From that time he ſpent the remainder 
of his days in privacy and peace. He lived to lee 


< of -1 42 ducks 


the breaking out of the civil war, having preferved, 


through his lor g life, an untainted reputat:on for 
his conduct ul bravery, and died in February, 
1642, aged ſeventy-three years. The two laſt 
years of his life he employed in writing and digeſt- 


11g his tracts of naval affairs, which are publiſhed in 
Churchill's 
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Churchill's Collection of Voyages, printed in 17033 
and a third ſeparate edition of them was printed in 
1745. They teſtiſy his thorough knowledge in 
marine affairs, and the ſtrength of his parts, even 
at the moſt advanced period of his life. 

Ne dedicated this Work to Sir William Monſon, 
his elit ſurviving ſon; and the excellent advice 
he gives him, 15 Ukewife a good inſtance of his 
abilictes, and virtuons incligation; and the ſmall 
eſtate ne declares he leaves him, after ſo many toils 
and dangers, plainly fthews the honeſt7 of his life. 
Aber commending his works to him, he lays, 

1 hat fo bcholding the eighteen years war by ſea, 

which, for want of years, you could not then re- 
menber, and comparing them with the eighteen 
years of peace, in Which yon have lived, you may 
conſider three things. Firit, that after ſo man 
pains and perils, God has lent life to your father to 
further your education. Secondly, what proportion 
his recompence and rewards have had to his ſer— 
vices, Laſtly, what juſt caule you have to aban- 
don the thoughts of tuch dangerous and uncertain 
courſes ; and that you may follow the enſuing pre- 
cepts, which 1 recommend to your frequent peru- 
Lal.“ 

He then mentions the {mall eſtate he leaves him, 

and reminds him to rate his expence accordingly. 
After which, challenging his right to diſpoſe of his 
intcreſt in it, he thus concludes: * And becauſe 
you ſhall know that it is no rare or new thing for a 
man to diſpoſe of his own; I will lay before you a 
precedent of your own houſe, that to often as you 
think of it, you may remember it with fear, and 
2 it with care. Your grandfather's great- 
grandfather was a knight by title, and John by 
name; which name we defire to retain to our eldeſt 
ſons. God blefted him with earthly benefits, as 


wealth, 
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wealth, children, and reputation. His eldeſt ſon 
was called John, after his father, and his ſecond 
William, like unto yourſelf: but, upon what diſ- 
pleaſure 1 know not, (though we muſt judge the 
Jon gave the occaſion) his father left him the leaſt 


part of his fortune, yet ſufficient to equal the beſt 


gentleman of the ſhire; and particularly the an— 
cient houſe called after his name. His other ſon, 
William, he inveſted with what your uncle now 
enjoys. Both the ſons, whilſt they lived, carried 
the port and eſtimation of their father's children ; 
though afterwards it fell out, that the ſon of John, 
and nephew to William, became diſobedient, neg- 
ligent, and prodigal, and ſpent all his patrimony ; 
ſo tl that, in conclution, he and his fon exiinguiſhed 
their houſe, and there now remains no memory of 
them. As for the 3 line and race, of whom 
your uncle and I deſcended, we live, as you fee, 
though our eſtates be not great, and of the two, 
mine much the leaſt; which, notwithſtanding, is 
the greater to me, in reſjzect I atchieved it with the 
peril and danger of my life ; ; and you will make my 
ſatisfaction in the enjoyment of it the greater, if it 
be attended with that comfort 1 hope to receive from 
you.” 

After which he gives him excellent inſtructions 
and advice how to behave in all parts of life, and 
concludes with theſe words: 

«© Let me, good fon, be your pattern of pati-- 
ence ; for you can witneſs with mie, that the diſ- 
graces J have unjuſtly tuffered (my eſtate being 
through my misfortunes ruined, my health by lin- 
prifoninents decayed, and my ſervices under valued 
and unrecompenced) have not bred the Jealt Giftaue 
or diſcontent in me, or altered my reſolution from 
my infancy : that is, I was never fo baſe as to inſi- 
nuate into any man's favour, who was favoured by 

the 


Caar. II. I or GREAT BRITAIN. 1537 


the times; I was never ſo ambitious as to ſeek or 
crave employment, or to undertake any that was not 
put upon me. My great and only comfort is, that 
I ſerved my princes both faithfully and fortunately 3 
but ſeeing my ſervices have been no better accepted, 
I can as well content myſelf in being a ſpectator, as 
if I were an actor in the world.” 

The firſt hook of his tracts is chiefly a collection 
of every year's actions in the wars againſt Spain, 
on gur own and the Spaniſh coaſts, and in the 
Weſt-Indies. A brief narrative; for no more is 
ſaid, but the force they were undertaken with, and 
the ſucceſs of the enterprize; yet the deſign is to 
ſhew the reafons, either why they miſcarricd, or 
why ſo little advantage was made where they ſuc— 
ceeded. In ſome he is more particular than in 
others; and what perhaps may be ſtill of uſe, he at 
laſt ſets down the abuſes in the feet, and the me- 
thods for redreſſing them. His ſecond bock con- 
tinues ſomewhar of the method of the firft, begin- 
ning with fatherly inſtructions to his fon ; whence he 
proceeds to the peace with Spain, which puts an 
end to the warlike naval actions, yet not to his 
command, being employed againſt pirates. He 
inveighs ag ainſt the Dutch, ſhews the ill manage- 
ment of A deſign azainſt Algier, and makes very 
judicious remarks on the attempt upon Cadiz, by 
king Charles the Firſt; propoſt ng methods how 
Spain might have been much more endangered, 
with other particulars about the ſhipping of Eng- 
land, and ſovercienty of the ſcas. i he third book 
only treats of the admiralty; that is of all things 
relating to the royal navy, from the lord high ad- 
miral tio the meaneſt perſon employed aſhore, and 
to the cabin-boys at ſca; and from a complete flcet 
to the imalleſt veſſel, and part of it; with inſtruc- 
tions for alli oficers: the fize of all forts of guns, all 
ſorts of allowances on board the king's ſhips, and 
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excellent dire&ions for fighting at ſea; an account 
of all the harbours in theſe three kingdoms, with 
many more curious matters, accurately handled. 
The fourth book 1s of another nature from any of 
the reſt, being a brief collection of Spaniſh and 


Portugueze diſcoveries, and conqueſts in Africa, 


Afi, and America, with ſome, voyages round the 
yorid, and ſomewhat of Engliſh and French plan- 
tations. The fifth book is full of projects and 
ſchemes, for managing affairs at ſea to the beſt 
advantage for the nation. The ſixth and laſt treats of 
fiſhing, to ew the infinite addition of wealth and 
ſtrength it would bring to England, with all in- 
ſtructions neceſſary for putting ſuch a deſign in ex- 
ecution. 

From Sir Thomas Monſon, the elder brother of 
Sir William, who was born in 1566, and died in 
1641, are lineally deſcended the two noble families 
'of Monſon and Sondes. 
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The Naval III tory of Great Britain, during ile Time? 

6f the Commonwealth —Rjje of Admire! Blak e- 
George Ayſcue reduces the Engliſh Colonies in Ame— 
rica under Obedience to the Communoealth—T;: 7 
general Act of Navigation ar with the Putcl.— 
Engagements between Blake and Van | romp— lake 
attacks and ſeizes a Squadron of French Ships — 
Sir George Ayſcue engages De Ruyter, the Dutch 
Admiral—Monk defeats Van Tromp in an engage- 
ment of three Days continuance Cromwell choſen 
Protettor — Another Sea-jight of two Days — Deci- 
ive Victory over the Dutch—Blake's Succeſſes in the 
 Mediterranean—Jamaica taken—Spanilh Galleons 
taken and deſtroyed—4 Spaniſh Fleet burnt in the 
Harbour of Santa Cruz—Death of Cromwell-— 
Reftora!icn of Charles the Second. 


ROMWELL, who had by his ſecret intrigues 
been the chief inſtrument in compaſſing the 
king's death, well knew how to avail himtelf ot 
that complication of diſorders which had ſeized the 
bodv-politic, and were produced by a civil and a 
religious fervour, more epidemical and raging than 
any "other age or country ever experienced. His 
views expanded with fuccels, and thoſe principles as 
liberty with which he fac cut, were ſwallowed up in 
the unbounded profpect of power which now opened 
to his view, His weight and influence gave ſtabi— 
lity to the unſettled humours of the times; ke leems 
indeed to have been made for the age in which he 
ted, and for that alone. 
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The parliament, now reduced to a ſmall number 
of fitting members, named a council of ſtate, 
which was compoſed of thirty-ezght members; who 
were to receive all addreſſes preſented by the pco- 
ple, were empowered to iffue orders to all generals 
and ad:mirals, and were entruſted with the execu- 
tive powers of government. Foreign ſtates were 

t diſpoſed to gie this new commonwealth any 
Aſtar dener , being engaged in wars among tlem- 
ſelves, they found no leiſure to interpoſe in the 
internal diffentions of Great-Britain: the young 
prince Charles was a fugitive at the time that his 
father ſuſfered, without either frien:'s or reſources. 
Scotland indeed was equally diſinclined to repub- 
lican principles of government, and to the religi— 
ous tenets of the 1adependents. The execution 
thereſore of the king, againit which they had al- 

ways proteſted, having occaizoned a vacancy in the 
throne, they immediately proclaimed his ſon and 
ſucceſſor Charles II. but bound him to certain 
ſingular retirictions, ſuch as, making his good be- 
hariour, and ſtrict obſervance of the folemn league 
and covenant, the condition on which they ſwore 
allegtance., i hey likewiſe bound him to entertain 
no other perior about him but ſuch as were godly 
men, and faithſul to he ſame cauſe. Ircland, ever 
ſince the inſut rectlo. of the Roman catholics, had 
been witneſs 19 conſulions and miſeries yet greater 
than thoſe Vi! ch prevailed in ngland. To ſettle 
the diſtracted affairs of that Kingd lom, Cromwell 
was appointed 3 enant, . paſſing over 
there, his arms wer crowned with rapid fucceſs ; 
but upon Charles arriving in Scotland, and being 
here proclaimed king, Cromweil paſſed into that 
kingdom with his army, and ſoon after obtained a 
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decihee viciory near Dunbar, This eminent ſuc— 
ces did not however prevent Charles from pene- 
trating into England, with an army of fourteen 

thouſand 
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thouſand men. Cromwell, who little expected ſuch a 
manceuvre, marched in puriuit of the royaliſts whom 
he actacked and routed at Worceſter, 

imagination can ſcarce conceive dangers more 
romantic, or diſtreſſes more ſevere, than thoſe which 
attended the young king's eſcape from Worceſter. 
After his hair was cut off, the better to effect his 
purpoſe, he worked for ſome days, diſguiſed as a 
peaſant, at wood- cutting. tie next made an at- 
tempt to retire into Wales, under the conduct of 
one Pendrell, a poor but faithful companion in his 
diſtreſs. But in this attempt he was diſappointed, 
every paſs being guarded to prevent his eſcape. 
Being obliged to return, he me: one colonel Care- 
leſs, who, like himſelf, had eſcaped the carnage at 
Worceſter; and it was in his company that he was 
ob:iged to climb a ſpreading oak, among the thick 
branches of which they concealed theinſelves all 
day, while the ſoldiers of the enemy paſſed: imme- 
diarely under them in purſuit of the king. From 
thence he proceeded with imminent danger, feeling 
all the viciſütudes of hunger, fatigue, and pain, 
to the houie of one Mr. Lane, an 1nilexible adhe- 
rent to the royal cauſe, in Staſfordſhire. Here he 
deliberated about the means of clvapiig to France. 
J hey agreed that he thoujd ride before this gentle- 
man's daughter, on à vitit to one Mrs. Norton, who 
lived in the neighbourhood of Briſtol. During this 
journey he every day niet people whoſe perſons he 
knew, and once pied trough a whole regiment of 
the parliament ara. 

The king next repaired to the houſe of colonel 
Wyndhain, *locre ho vis cordially recuaved ; that 
gent! man's fairly have Un ted for loy- 
aity. Puriung dis rouge to tie lea-Hde, he once 
more had à narrow eſcape iro:n the little inn at 
which he lodged. It happened to Le a ſolemn faſt, 


and 
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znd a fanatical weaver, who had fouglit in the par- 
Kament army, was preaching againſt the king, in a 
chapel fronting the houſe. Charles was actually 
G1c of the audience. A farrier of the ſame prin- 
ciples, who had been examining the horſes belong- 
ing to the paſſengers, came to aſſure the preacher, 
that he knew by the faſhion of the ſhoes, that one 
of the ſtranger's horſes came from the north. The 
weaver inſtantly afirmed, that this horſe could 
belong to no other than Charles Stuart, and went 
immediately with the conſtable to the houſe ; but the 
king, in the mean time, found means to eſcape. 
At length, after inexpreſſible hardſhips, and having 
experienced the fidelity of forty different perſons 
af all ranks, who had it in their power to betray him, 
ke, embarked at Shoreham, in Suſſex, and landed 
ſafely in Normandy. 
The king's party being now totally ſuppreſſed, 
Cromwell entered London in triumph. Notwith— 
Randing the late wars and bloodſhed, as well as the 
preſent ſactions, the power of England had never, 
in any period, appeared fo formidable to the neigh- 
bouring kingdois, as it did at this time, in the 
hands of the commonwealth. A numerous army: 
ſerved to. enforce implicit ſubjection to eſtabliſhed 
authority on all parties, and to ſtrike a terror into 
foreign nations. The power of peace and war was 
lodged in the ſame hands with that of impoſing 
taxes; and no difference of views among the ſeve- 
ral members of the legiſlature, could any longer 
be apprehended. Ihe military genius of the peo- 
ple had, by rhe civil conteſts, been rouſed from 
its former Iethargy, and excellent officers were 
formed in every branch of ſervice. The confuſion 


into hic all things had been thrown, had given 


opportunity for men of low ſtations to break through 
their obſcurity, and to advance thenyſelves, by their 
courage, 
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courage, to commands, which they were well qua- 
lified to exerciſe, but to which their birth could 
never have entitled them *. 

Blake, a man of undaunted covrage, and great 
generoſity, had defended Lyme and Taunton againſt 
the king with an inflexible ſpirit : this man was 
now created an admiral, although his experience 
was entirely confined to the land-ſervice, and even 
in that he had not entered until he was almoſt 
fifty years of age. Notwithitanding theſe appa- 
rently inſurmountable diſadvantages, he ſoon raiſed 
the naval glory of the nation to a greater height 
than it had ever attained in any former period. 
He took the command of a fleet which was deſtined 
to go in ſearch of prince Rupert, who ſtill held 
the command of that ſquadron which had deſerted 
to the king, The prince had taken refuge in the 
harbour of Kinſale, but thinking himſelf inſecure 
there, made the beſt of his way to the coaſt of Por- 
rugal, Blake hung cloſe upon his rear, and chaſed 
him into the Tagus, where, although within ſight 
of Liſbon, he was preparing to attack him; but the. 
remonſtrances of his Portugueſe majeſty at length 
prevailed on him to deſiſt. Prince Rupert afterwards 
eſcaped, through the aſſiſtance given him by the 
king, who however was made to tufler ſeverely for 
this inſtance of protection; for the Engliſh admiral, 
as a retaliation, made prize of twenty Portuguele 
veſſels riclily laden, and threatened yet farther ven- 
grance. John IV, dreading ſo dangerous a foc to 
his newly-acquired dominion, and ſenſible of the 
inequality of the conteſt in which he was engaged, 
made humiliating conceſſions to avert the danger 
mat threatened him, whereupon he was admitted to 
negotiate the renewal of his alliance with England. 


a Hyme's Hiſt. of England, Vol. VII. p. 2c4- | 
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Prince Rupert, having loſt a great part of his 
ſquadion on the coaſt of Spain, directed his courſe 
to the Veſt-Indies; and there his brother, prince 
Maurice, was ſhipwrecked in a hurricane. With 
the few ſhips that remained of his ſquadron, he com- 
mitted depredations on the commerce of Spain, as 
well as on that of the republic; and at length he re- 
turned to France, where he fold his prizes, together 
with the ſhips that remained of his fleet. 

Of all the infant ſettlements in America, New— 
England alone, which was 18habited entirely by 
puritans, acxnowledged the authority of the com- 
monwealth. Sir George Ayſcue was therefore ſent 
with a fleet to reduce all ſuch as adhered to the 
exiled ſovereign. Bermudas, Antigua, Virginia, 
were ſoon ſubdued ; Barbadoes, coramandead by 
lord Willoughby of Parham, made ſome reſiſtance, 
but was preſently obliged to fubmit. With «quail eaſe 
were Jerſey, Guernſey, Scilly, and the Iſle of Man, 
brought under ſubjection to the republic; and the 
ſea, which had been much infeited by privateers 
from thoſe iſlands, was rendered ſafe to the Engliſh 
commerce. | 

The parliament ſhewed their attention to the 
commercial intereiis of their country, by paſting 
two very beneficial acts; by the one they reduced 
the legal intereſt of money from eight to ſix per 
cent. by the other they prohibited all merchandize 
being imported into England, either from Aſia, 
Africa, or America, (including our own plantations) 
in any but Engliſh built flips, and belonging either 
to Engliſh, or I ngliſh-planiation ſubjects, alſo 
navigated by an Engliſh commander, and having 
three-iourths of the ſailors natives of Great Bri- 
tain: excepring only ſuch merchandize as ſhould be 
Imported directly hom the place of its growth, or 
manufacture, in Europe ſolely. Likewiſc all fiſh 
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was prohibited being imported into England or 
Ireland, nor exported from thence to foreign parts, 
or even from one of our own home-parts to an- 
other, except ſuch as was caught by Eogliſh fiſher- 
men. This firſt general navigation- act was partt- 
cularly calculated to check the progreſs of the Dutch 
trade, who, at that time, were the ſole carriers of 
merchandize from one country of Europe to an- 
other; but hereby the preateſt part of their 1m- 
ports into England was cut off. Until this law 
was enacted, all nations in amity with England 
were at liberty to import what commodities they 
pleaſed, and in any ſhipping ; but no ſooner was 
this reſtriction laid, than the Engliſh ſearched the 
Dutch ſhips, and frequently made prize of them: 
hereupon the States- general ſent over four ambaſ- 
ſadors to England, to repreſent their grievances to 
the Rump-parliament, and to Cromwell, who, in 
their turn, made five ſeveral demands on the State, 
viz. (I.) The arrears of the tribute due for their 
fiſhing on the Britiſh coaſts. (2.) The reſtoration 
of the Spice-Iſlands to England. (3.) For bring- 
ing to juſtice ſuch as were ſtill ahve, who com- 
| mitted the cruelties at Amboyna and Banda, 
| (4+) Satisfaction for the murder of their envoy Do- 
riſlaus, who had been killed by ſome Scotch officers 
at the Hague, (F.) Reparation for the damages 
which England had ſuſtained from the Dutch in 
Ruſſia, Greenland, &c. amounting to the capital 
ſum of one million ſeven hundred thouſand pounds 
ſterling. This navigation-aCt therefore greatly con- 
tributed to bring on the fierce naval war which 
broke out in the year 1652. Theſe five demands 
were made with ſo much peremptor.nels, as con- 
vinced the States that it was time to prepare for a 
war with England*. They equipped a fleet of one 


* Anderſon on Commerce, Vol. II. p. 86. | 


Vol. II. T hundred 


146 NAVAL HISTORY [Book III. 


hundred and fifty ſail, and took care, by their mi- 
niſters at London, to inform the council of ſtate 
of that armament, This intelligence, inſtead of 
ſtriking terror into the new republic, was conſi- 
dered as a menace, and farther confirmed the par- 
liament in their hoſtile reſolutions. The minds of 
men in both commonwealths were every day more 
irritated againſt each other; and the Engliſh par- 
liament, moſt probably, thought a foreign war an 
effectual expedient for uniting the contending fac- 
tions at home. | 

1 he firſt blood that was drawn in this quarrel 
was occaſioned by commodore Young firing upon a 
Dutch man of war who refuſed him the honour of 
the flag“. The commander acted with great cau- 
tion, and gave the other every opportunity of 
avoiding a diſpute, But the Dutch captain, hav- 
ing poſitive orders from the States not to pay the 
honour whieh the Engliſh exacted from their ſhips 
in the Channel, peremptorily refuſed to comply : 
the Englith commodore hereupon fired on the 
Dutchman, when a ſharp engagement began, in 
which the Hollanders were ſo roughly handled, as 
to be obliged to {trike. There were two other ſhips 
of war, and about twelve merchant-men, none of 
whom interpoſed ; and after the Dutch ſhips had 
lowered their flags, the commodore retired without 

jaking any Prizes}. 

Adnral Blake, on his return from his expedi- 
tion againſt prince Rupert's fleet, received the 
thanks of parliament for his gallant ſervices, and 
was appointed, in conjunction with Dean and Pop- 
ham, to the chief command at ſea. 

Martin Van Tromp, an admiral of great re- 
nown, having had the command of that fleet which 


* 14th of May, 1652. + Cambeil's Lives of the Admirals, 
Vol. 11. . 164. 


gained 


D nin "OY 


Cay. III.] or GREAT BRITAIN. 147 


gained the memorable victory over the Spaniards in 
the year 1639*, was now appointed by the States 
of Holland, to the command of a fleet of forty 
ſail, in order to protect the Dutch navigation againſt 
the Engliſh privateers. He was forced, by ſtreſs 
of weather, as he alledged, to take ſhelter in the 
Downs. On the 18th of May, 1652, this fleet fell 
in with a ſmall ſquadron, under the command of 
major Bourne, whom Van Tromp informed, that 
ſtreſs of weather had driven him into thoſe parts. 
The Engliſh officer bluntly anſwered, that the ſhort- 
neſs of his ſtay would beſt prove the truth of thoſe 
pretenſions; and immediately acquainied his ad- 
miral, Blake, who lay off Dover, with the tranſ- 
action. The next day Van Tromp bore duwn 
with this fleet upon Blake, whoſe force conſiſted of 
fifteen ſhips. On their approach withou' paying 

the honour of the flag to the Engliſh, Blake or- 
dered ſeveral cannon, without ſhot, to be fired; 
Tromp paid no regard to theſe warnings, and Blake 
no ſooner fired a ball at him, than he returned a 
whole broadſide. The engagement immediately 
began with great fury. At the firſt onſet the IEng- 
liſh admiral's ſhip ſuſtained almoſt the Whole 
weight of the Dutch fleet, but the reſt of his flecr 
gradually coming into the action, ſupported their 
admiral with great bravery. The engagement con- 
tinued very ſharply from four in the afternoon rill 
nine at night; and, before the cloſe of it com- 
modore Bourne came in with his eight ſhips, upon 
which the enemy bore away towards the Goodwin 
Sands, after having loſt two ſhips, one of which 
was taken, and the other ſunk. The victory was 
clearly on the ſide of the Engliſh, as the Dutch 
writers themſelves confeſs, there being two Dutch 


+ See page 86. 
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ſhips taken, and one diſabled ; whereas the Engliſh 
loſt no ſhip, notwithſtanding the inequality of num- 
bers was very great. 

On the news of this action arriving in Holland, 
the States were thrown into a violent conſternation, 
and immediately ditpaiched penſionary de Paauw, 
as their ambaſtador extraordinary to the common- 
wealth of England, and ordered him to lay before 
the council the narrative which Tromp had ſent 
of the rencounter. They entreated the Engliſh, 
by all the bands of their common religion and 
common liberiies, not to precipitate themſelves into 
hoſtile meaſures, but to appoint commiſſioners, 
who ſhould examine every circumſtance of the ac- 
tion and point out the aggreſſor. They diſclaimed 
giving Tromp any orders which could authorize 
him to attack the Engliſh, and denounced ſevere 
puniſhment upon him, if he was found to have 
behaved in a manner which the States ſo much dif- 
countenanced ; but the demands of the parliament 
were too high to be brought to ſquare with any 
conceſſions with the Dutch might have been will- 
ing to make, ſo that the negotiation ſoon broke 
off, and war was declared in Holland on the 8th of 
July following. 

The parliament indeed had never loſt a day in 
treaty. In order to enforce their act of navigation, 
and, by way of repriſal for the inſults and injuries 
they had received from the republic of Holland, 
Blake was very active in the Channel, in picking 
up their merchantmen, Eleven ſhips, bound from 
Nantes, ſell into his hands a fortnight after the ac- 
tion with Van Tromp. About the ſame time, the 
captains Taylor and Peacock, in two Engliſn fri- 
gates, engaged two Dutch men of war on the 
<veit of Flanders, who refuled to lower their flag; 
one of theſe was taken, and the other ſtranded; a few 
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days after Blake took twenty-ſix mercant-ſhips, 
homeward bound from France. So that in the 
month of July, this indefatigable commander ſent 
forty rich prizes into the river Thames, which did 
incredible injury to the Dutch trade. 

Sir George Ayſcue being now returned from the 
Weſt-Indies, the command in the channel was en- 
truſted to him, whilſt Blake failed northwards to 
annoy the Dutch in their herring-fiſhery; and by 
ſtriking a decifive ſtroke at that ſtaple branch of 
their commerce, to convince them of their folly in 
diſputing the ſovereigaty of the Britiſh ſeas with 
the Engliſh. Early in July he arrived in thoſe 
parts, where he found a great number of Dutch 
fiſhing-veſſels, under the protection of twelve men 
of war. This convoy was immediately attacked; 
they fought bravely for ſome time, but were at 
length obliged to ſurrender, only one eſcaping, wha 
choſe to ſecure his ſafety by an early flight. True 
valour is ever generous to a proſtrate foe ; the fiſh- 
ing-buſſes being now leſt defenceleſs, Blake neither 
ſunk nor took them, but permitted them to com- 


plete their ladings, on paying the tax of the tenth 


herring, which king Charles had impoſed ſome years 
before: ſuch only as retuled to comply with theſe 
equitable conditions, were either ſunk or driven 
aſhore. The Dutch themſelves were grateful for 
this ſignal act of moderation, and we do not find 


that the Engliſh parliament diſapproved it. 


In the mean time vice-admiral Ayſcue was not 
idle on his ſtation; he fell in with a fleet of ſhips 
bound from St. Ubes, or Setubal, a ſea-port of Por- 


tugal, conſiſting of forty fail, and either tool 


burnt, ſtranded, or plundered near thirty of them, 
on the coaſt of France, 

While Blake was triumphing in the north, Van 
Tromp, with a fleet of feventy men of war, ap. 


peared 
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peared ar the mouth of the Thames, with a deſign 
to cur off the ſquadron under Ayſcue, or to make 
a deſcent on the coaſt; but he was fruſtrated in 
both theſe views. Hereupon he failed northward 
to intercept Blake, but his ſhips being diſperſed by 
a ſtorm, he was diſappointed in that object likewiſe, 
and returned into port without eftecting any thing, 
and with the loſs of five frigates, which being ſepa— 
rated in the ſtorm from the reit of the fleet, were 
taken by Blake on his return home“. 

This miſcarriage of the grand fleet ſpread diſ- 
contents among ihe Dutch, and popular clamour 
ran fo high againſt a: Tron that he was induced 
to throw up his com union. De Ruyter ſuc— 
ceeding him in the command, immediately put 
to flea; and on the 16ch of Augiit came up with 
Sir George Ayſcue's flect lf Piynoutn, The fight 
began about four o'clock in the atternoon. The 
Engliſh admira}, with nige other ſhips, charged: 
through the Dutch ficer, and having thereby gained 
the weather-gage, turned upon them with great bra- 
very. Nignt parted the combarants when the bat- 
tle had become deſperate. The next morning 
Ruyter made the heft of his way for his own coaſt, 
his fleet having been very roughly handled, inſo— 
much that ſome of his beſt ſhips were ſcarce able 
to keep afloar. The force of the two fleets was 
not greatly diſproportionate in ſhips of war, bur 
the Dutch admizal t:engihened himſelf by bringing 
twenty of the merchant-ihips, which he convoyed, 
in:o the ſine of battle. On the fide of the Engliſh 
the waole weight of the action reſted on ten ſhips, 
the reſt of the fleet not properly ſupporting their 
admiral ; the rear-admiral Peck loſt his leg, of which 
wound he ſoon after died; moſt of the captains 
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who 


om ERS Ga ed 


Cray. III. I or GREAT BRITAIN. rgr 


who did their duty were wounded, and a fireſhi 
was loſt. The Engliſh admiral followed the Dutch 
fleet for ſome time the next day, and then returned 
into Plymouth Sound to refreſh his men, and refit 
his ſhips®. | 

The war was not long confized to the cnaſts of 
Britain; in the Mediterrancan the Dutch admiral, 
Van Galen, with eleven mer: of war, met and at- 
tacked commodore Badly, who with three men of 
war and a fire ſhip. was convoying ſome homeward- 
bound merchantmen from the Levant. The firſt 
day's fight began in the afternoon, off the Iſland of 
Elba, near the coaſt of Tufcany, and continued till 
night, with little advantage to either party. In 
the night the Engliſh merchant-ſhips left the men 
of war, and ſet all their fails for the harbour of 
Porto-Longone, in the Ifle of Elba. The next 
morning the battle was renewed with great fury. 
Van Galen began a cloſe engagement with the Eng- 
Iiſh commodore, but being diſabled in his rigging, 
and having received three ſhot between wind and 
water, and been thrice on fire, he was forced to 
deſiſt; another of the enemy's largeft ſhips renew- 
ing the attack, had her main-maſt ſhot away, and 
was boarded by the Phconix frigate: a dreadful 
carnage enſued, bur the bravery of the Engliſh was 
nor ſufficient to ſupport their temerity; molt of the 
ſeamen were either killed or wounded, and at 
length the ſhi was taken. In the mean time the 
commodore's {h'p was attacked, and boarded by 
two Dutch ſhips at the ſame time; but far from 
ſinking under ih s unequal cunf} ct, he continued to 
defend hinifelf with ſuch firmneſs, that the Dutch 
hiſtorians themſelves confels, hat their ſhips were 
both braten vii, with the Jois of their captains, 
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and a dreadful ſlaughter of their men. The Eng- 
liſh commander contenting himſelf with the glory 
of this atchievement, having loſt a great number of 
his men, followed the merchant-ſhips into port, 
leaving the Hollanders the empty boaſt of a ruinous 
victory. Soon after, the Dutch ſhips repaired to 
the ſame harbour, to recover from the ſhattered 
condition to which they were reduced. Whilſt in 
this neutral port, the animoſity between the crews 
of the two ſquadrons was laid afide, and no infults 
were offered by either ſo long as they remained 
on ſhore“. 
1 At the ſame time commodore Appleton, with 
another ſquadron of Engliſh ſhipsf, was lying in 
0 the road of Leghorn, where ſome of the Dutch 
i ſhips had repaired after the action with Badily, and 
; had brought in their prize, the Phoenix frigate, the 
command of which had been given to captain Van 
Tromp, whoſe ſhip had been quite diſabled in thar 
deſperate fight. Whilſt in this ſituation, a deſign 
was formed by an Engliſhman, named Cox, who 
had formerly been lieutenant on board the Phenix, 
4 to ſeize her in the harbour, and carry her off. This 
1 was attempted on the night of the 26th of Novem- 
5 ber, with ſuch ſecreſy, that no alarm was given to 
|, the Dutch on board, until they found themſelves 
incapable of making any reſiſtance. The grand 
duke of Tuſcany very juſtly conſidered this ſeizure 
| of a frigate in his harbour, as a breach of that neu- 
| trality which he was bound to maintain, whilſt the 
* Lediard's Naval Hiſtory, p. 546- 
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ſhips of the wo repuvlics remained there; he there- 
fore infiited that the! -nolifh mould either reſtore 
her, or quit hy port. To venture out to. ſea, 
whilſt Van Galen, with fixieen men of war, a fire- 
ſhip, and wat, float Merctanrmen, was cruiſing 
to intercept tnem, was a deſperate ſtep; but as 


there was no other alternativ hut that of giving up 
the frigate, the iGrmeor was choſen; for though it was. 
the m of da ngerous, it waz the molt | ,onourable. 
No ſooner was this refoliyiton formed, than com- 
modore Badily, who ſtill lay at Elba with his ſtmall 
force, was apprized of it; and it was agreed be- 
tween the two coramodorcs, that Badily ſhould ap- 
pear before Leghorn, ani! by engaging the . Dutch 
fleet in a chale of hin, give Applcton's ſquadron 
an opportunity of putting to fea. This ſtratagem 
was put in execution, and produced the conſe- ; 
quences which inigh: ous been foreſeen; for Van. 
Galen diſpatched a part of his fleet after Badily, 
whilſt, with his chief force, he waited to attack Ap- 
pleton as ſoon as he ſhould be out at fea. Nine 
Dutch men of war were now oppoſed to tix Eng- 
Iſh, which odds were increaſed by a random ſhot 
from Van Galen's thip ſetting tire to the Bonaven- 
ture of forty-four guns, and blowing it up; at the 
ſame time a ſhot from that ſhip broke the Dutch 
admiral's leg; of which wound he died three wecks 
after, at Leghorn. the Engl! commodore was 
then atrac ked by two of the Hollanders at the fame 
time, againſt whom hc maintained a clofe tight tor 
flve hours; with ſuch bravery and ſuccets, as "almoſt 
to filence the two ihup;. Van Galen oblerving the 
undaunted ſpirit of th: 1 gh commander, dct- 
perately wounded as bo wi, wirefted his nip 9 
fall down to the wulliflince of his friends: in his 
progrels le Was in inmmment danger from a fire 
hip ſend off fromm 33; 10 > ſquadron, and which 
obliged him to defiit from his purpole 19 that he 
vol. II. U W 3 
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was deprived of the glory of deciding the fortune 
of the day; but another ſhip coming to the am. 
tance of the Hollanders who were engaged with 
Appleton, the attack was renewed with vigour. 
Some Dutch writers relate, that the Engliſh com- 
mander, finding himſelf oppreſſed by ſuch unequal 
numbers, like the brave Sir Richard Grenville in 
the reign of queen Elizabeth“, attempted to blow 
up his ſhip; but in this deſperate deſign, like the 
former hero, he was oppoſed by his officers and the 
crew, ſo that he was obliged to yield. Young 
Van Tromp attacked the Sampſon, but was beaten 
off after an obſtinate conteſt, though ſoon after ſhe 
was burnt by a fire-ſhip. The Levant-Merchant 
alſo not only beat off a ſhip that encountered her, 
but ſtranded it ; after which ſhe was herſelf taken; 
as alſo the Pilgrim, having loſt her main and 
mizen-maſts in the fight. The only remaining 
Engliſh ſhip of the ſix that failed out of Leghorn, 
was the Mary, who diſengaged herſelf from the 
enemy, and joined Badily's ſquadron, which had 
kept aloof during the engagementf. To return 
now to the tranſactions nearer home. 

After his expedition northward, Blake cruiſed in 
the Channel, where he greatly annoyed the Dutch 
in their trade; and the French having committed 
ſome hoſtilities on the Banks of Newfoundland, 
this dauntleſs chieftain attacked a ſtrong ſquadron 
of their ſhips, as they were paſling to the relief of 
Dunkirk, all of which he either took or deſtroyed ; 
by which means that important fortreſs fell into the 
hands of the Spaniards. Notwithſtanding which 
the French were not ditpoſed to retaliate ; but, on 
the contrary, fought the re-eſtabliſnment of friend- 
ſhip between them and the commonwealth, 


* SeeVol.I.p 456. 
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Soon after, Blake fell in with the grand fleet of 

Holland, off the North Foreland, which was com- 

manded by De Witt and De Ruyter. He di— 

" vided his fleet into three ſquadrons; the firit of 

which he commanded in perſon ; the ſecond was 

under vice-admiral Penn; and the third under rear- _ 

admiral Bourne. On the 28th of September, about 

three in the afternoon, the engagement began. The 

Dutch were ſheltered behind a ſand-bank, and in 

the attack many of the Engliſh ſhips ran a-ground, 

fo that they were obliged to deſiſt, until De Witt, 

uitting his retreat, bravely invited an action. 

The Engliſh rear-admiral firſt began the onſet, and 

was gallandly ſeconded by the whole fleet. A Dutch 

man of war attempting to board the Sovereign, 

was inſtantly ſunk by the firſt broadſide which the 

diſcharged; two other Dutch men of war were 

ſunk, and a fourth blown up during the fight. 

Their rear-admiral and two of their captains, were 

made priſoners. De Witt was hereupon glad to 

retire, and in his flight was followed by the Englith 

fleet, until the night intervened: and the next day 

the chaſe was continued quite to the harbours of 

Holland. Blake then returned in triumph to the 

Downs, and from thence into port, having had 

about three hundred men killed, and as many 

| wounded; to the accommodation of the latter of 

| whom the parliament paid particular attention; they 

4 | likewiſe ſent their thanks to the admiral and his 
Officers. 

The naval operations of this active year were not 

5 | ſuſpended by the approach of winter. In tne be- 

5 ginning of November, Blake indeed thought that 

the ſeaſon of action was over, and therefore de- 

tached twenty ſail of his ſhips to protect the col- 

liery from Newcaſtle ; he ſent twelve more to Ply- 

mouth, and fifteen failed up the J haines, to repair 
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the damage they had received in a ſtorm ; he himſelt 
ſtil!l riding 10 the Downs with about thir: y-leven 
ſhips. V: an Lromp, wir was ae, ora inveſied wit 
the chief comman i, having intel. 18 n ner of the re 
duced tate of the 1: nolith 00 et, p 0 ic a With 
ſeventy-ſeven ſhips of war, in order to att«ck it. On 
the 29th of November he came in ig it, the En, 275 
fleet lying where the firſt battle had been fougut. 
Blake, after holding a council of war, reſolvec not to 
decline the combat, notwithſtanding the great ine— 
quality of the two fleets; but à florm arifinx they 
were obliged to defer fighting till the next day. 
Early! 111 il; Cc morning the batile began with great 
fury. Blake in the Triu mph, with his ſeconds, the 
Victory and the Vanguard. were, for a long time, 
engaged with near twenty ot the enemy, the fſupe- 
riority of whote force had well nigh borne down the 
admiral, but for the feafonable intervention of other 
ſhips of his ſquadron. On tiis ſuccour arriving, 
the tight continued as furious as ever; and not- 
with Fandins the greut ſuperiority of the enemy, 
remained dovbrful for many hours. The Garland 
and Bonaventure, conmanded by Akſon and Bat- 
ten, bore Gown to Van I roimp's ſhip, and with an 
kg Wy intreuüdity boarded her. Ihe Dutch 
vice-admiral, Evertzen „ſreing the danger to which 
his commander was <poſed, haticyed to his fup- 
port, and thereby refcued him from his aflailants, 
but not before great havock had been made among 
the Dusch; tue admiral's lecretary and purſer 


'were Killed by his „de. Among the Engliſh, moſt 


of ihe brave fellows that made this bold attem pt 
wcre cut to pieces, and their two ſhips were at 
length taken. Theſe were the on ihips that 
Fe 5 into the bands of the Dutch, curing this well- 
ht buy unfortunate action; But three © office ſnips 
„eic ſunk. At length night parted the combatants. 
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tage; and ſuch was thc Ally vanity of their acliniral 
that ke is faid 16 have Maile rouge Lis Channel. 
with a broom at his nuain-top-maſt Lead, as 1 
were, to ſwWeep the ſea of the Engliſh ; bc this tri- 
umph fo vauntingly diljityicd, was to be very 
lived. 

All the homeward-bound trade o Finn, yas 
appointed to lend. *ZVOUS at che Iſle of rite; in the 
Bay of Biſcay ; thithe! + "Va Tromp. au De Ruyter. 
(who was now the ſecond in command) with their 
for: 11 able a 2 104 vViCtorious llcet, 201442 Ch he eſcort 
then nome. 

The Engliſh parliament was impatient to wipe 
off the diſgrace Which their arms nat fultzaned by 
this check: they colleded their nave! force from al 
quarters, Which When brought together, outnum⸗ 
bered that which was led by V 
requelt of Blake they ſent for guicrel Honk from 
Scotland 10 join in the COln mia! va; 1:1} Deane was 
appointed rear-admiral. Such was the expeii:tion uk 0 
in forwarding this armament, that they ſailed dow 
tne Channel before Van Tromp could return fron the 
Bay. J he Dutch admiral was furprized to ire fo 
powerful an enemy drawn up to receive hun off 
Portland. He had ſeventy-i:z men of war, and 
was eſcorting about three hundred merchant-ſhips. 
By break of day, on the 18th of Corus, 53, 
the Engliſh deſcried the Dutch fleet tteering along 
the coalt of France, near Cape La Hogue, and 
immediately bore down to gie then battle. he en- 
gagement which enſued was ! her oft furious that had 
been fought. between theſe warte 1nd val repub— 

lies. 
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lics. The admirals Blake and Deane were both on 
board the Triumph, which, with twelve other 
ſhips, firit began the action about eight in the 
morning. 1 hey were very roughly treated before 
the reſt of the fleet came up, though gallantly ſe- 
conded by Lawſon in the Fairfax, and captain 
Mildmay in the Vanguard. Almoſt at the firſt on- 
ſet, Blake received a wound in the thigh ; and his 
captain Ball, and his ſecretary Sparrow, were both 


Nlain by his ſide: great numbers of h s ſeamen were 


killed, and ſcarcely any remained without a wound; 
the ſhip too was ſo miſerably ſhattered, that it had 
little ſhare in the fight of the two following days. 
The brave captain Mildmay, in the Vanguard, 
(who had boldly attacked and taken the Dutch 
vice-admiral in a former action) was ſlain. The 
Proſperous, of forty-four-guns, was boarded by 
De Ruyter, and taken; but while he himſelf was 
near incurring the ſame fate, ſhe was retaken by 
the Merlin frigate. Van Iromp's own ſhip was 
long engaged with Blake; great deſtruction was 
made among his officers and ſeamen, and his ſhip 
was greatly Jiſabled. One Dutch man of war was 
blown up, ſix more were either funk or taken. 
Such as fell into the hands of the Engliſh, had 
their rigging ſo clotted with blood and brains: 
that no one could look upon them without hor- 
ror“. 

The enſuing night was ſpent in repairing the da- 
mages which had been ſuſtained on each ſide, and 
in preparations for renewing the fight the next morn- 
ing. Returning light diſcovered the enemy ſcven 
leagues off Weymouth, whither the Englith plied, 
and came up with them in the afternoon, about 

* Heath's Chronicle, p. 327. + Lediard's Naval Hiſtory, 
p. 549» 
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three leagues to the ſouth-weſt of the Iſle of Wight. 
Van Tromp had rallied his fleet, and ranged it in 
the form of a creſcent, incloſing the merchant-ſhips 
within a ſimicircle, and in that poſition he main- 
tained a retreating fight towards the French coaſts. 
The Ungliſh made ſeveral bold and hazardous at- 
tempts to break through to the merchant-men ; in 
one of avhich De Ruyter's ſhip was again ſo roughly 
ſaluted, that he was obliged to be towed out of 
the line: captain Lawſon, at the ſame time, 
boarded one of the Dutch men of war, and brought 
her off. At length the merchant-ſhips finding the 
men of war no longer in a condition to protect them, 
began to ſhift for themſelves, and for the greater 
expedition, threw a conſiderable part of their cargo 
overboard. Eight Dutch ſhips of force, and four- 
teen or ſixteen merchant-men, fell into the hands 
of the Engliſh in this day's action, Night, which 
in the engagement in the Downs had befriended 
Blake, now rendered the like ſervice to the haraſſed 
Dutch; but ſkirmiſhes happened from the cloſe of 
the day to the return ot 1itF. 

lhe next morning the Dutch were near Bou- 
logne, with the Engliſh cloſe at their heels. The 
fight was ſoon renewed, and laſted with great fury 
and bravery on both ſides, till four in the afternoon, 
when the former retreated to the Sands before Ca- 
lais; and from thence tided it home, the wind 
favouring them, and the Engliſh being fearful of 
venturing on thoſe ſhallow coaſts. In this 
purſuit three Dutch men of war were taken by 
the captains Lawſon, Marten, and Graver; and 
Penn picked up ſeveral merchantmen. The Dutch 
loſt, in theſe three days actions, cleven ſhips of 
war, and thirty merchant-fhipsf. Fifteen hundred 


+ Columna Rofirata, p. 115. Lediard's Naval Hiſtory, p. 549. Bur- 
chett, p. 383. 1 Ciucndus lays go. 
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of their men were killed, and a greater number 
made priſoners. On the ſide of the Engliſh only 
one ſhip was loſt, the Sampſon, which her captain 
finding diſabled, funk: but their loſs of men was 
little inferior to the DurchT. In this action Blake 
availed himſelf very much of a large body 5 fol- 
diers, who acted in quality marines, and whoſe 
ſmall arms did great execution. 

By this time the States-general had incurred ſuch 
enormous debts for the maintenance of the war, 
and their trade had ſuffered fo ſeverely by the Eng- 
liſh, that nothing but dejection and murmurs were 
to be met with in Holland. Their whole com- 
merce by the Channel was cut off; even that to 
the Baltic was much moleſted by Engliſh priva— 
teers; their fiſheries were totally at a ſtand. Above 
ſixteen hundred of their ſhips had been taken ; and 
all this diſtreſs they ſuffered not to farther any na- 
tional intereſts, but by contending about mere 
points of honour: they therefore thought proper to 
make new conceſſions to the parliament : but be- 
fore this negotiation could be ſet on foot, a ſtrange 
revolution happened in England. 

Cromwell, by this time, perceived that the par- 
liament dreaded his ambition, and that under co- 
lour of a ſea-war, they aimed at the diſbanding of 
the land-army. On ſuch firm foundations was built 
the credit of this extraordinary man, that though 
an adept in intrigue and diffimulation, he judg- 
ed it ſuperfluous to employ any diſguiſe in con- 
ducting this bold enterprize. He ſummoned 
a general council of officers, and found that 
they were diſpoſed to receive any impreſſions he 
choſe to make upon them. The breach, between the 


t Campbell's Lives cf the Admirals, Vol, II. p. 175. 
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military and civil powers, was firſt wa e when cor- 
net Joyce ſeized the king at Holdenby; ard the 
gencral officers conſidered the parjiainent as at once 
their creature and their rival; add Þbcheld, with 
diſguſt, the offices and emolumen's of government 
excluſively enjoyed by 1's men bers. In this coun— 
cil of officers it was reſolved tg ſrame a remonſtrance 
to parliament, complaining of tie arrears due to the 
army; and reminding the parliament of the many 
years they had ſat, and of their former profeſſions to 
new model the repreſentation, and cauſe ſucceſſive 
elections, at proper intervals of time, ſo that the 
burden of legiſlation might be ſhifted from thoſe 
who had lo long ſupported it, wit great danger and 
fatigue. They confeſſed that the parliament had 
atchieved noble enterprizes, ard had furmounred 
mighty difficulties, yer they contended that the na- 
tion at large ought not to be excluded from bear- 
ing a part in the ſervice of their country. They 
therefore deſired them, after ſettling a council which 
might execute the Jaws during the interval, to ſum- 
mon a new parliament, and eſtabliſh that free and 
equal government which they had ſo long promiſed 
to the people “. | 

This remonſtrance was diſreliſhed by the majo- 
rity in the houſe z who reſolved, that it was not a 
proper time to diſſolve the parhament, while the 
nation had a war to carry on, and many other im- 
portant affairs to tranſact, bur that writs ſhould be 
iſſued for the return of members for the vacant 
ſeats. At the ſame time they appointed a com- 
mittee to prepare a bill, forbidding ail perſons r9 
preſent ſuch remonſtrances, and making it high 
treaſon ſo to do. 

Notwithſtanding this firmneſs in the parliament, 
the proceedings of the army were warmly lupported 


* Hum:'s Hiſt, of England, Vol, VII. p. 18. 
Vol. II. X by 
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by the minority in the houſe, and mutual altercation 
and oppoſition, cauſed the breach to grow wider be- 
tween the army and the commonwealth. Crom- 
well, finding matters ripe for his purpoſe, called 
aas er council, in order to come to a determi— 
nation with regard to public meaſures. While 
they were in debate, colonel Ingoldſby informed 
Cromwell, that the parliament had reſolved not to 
diſſolve themſelves. He forthwith ſtarted up with 
marks of violent indignation in his countenance, 
and haſtened to the houſe with a detachment of 
three hundred ſoldiers, whom he poſted at the door, 
and in the lobby. Then entering, he addreſſed 
himſelf to his friend St. John, and told him, he 
was come to do that, which, to his great gricf of 
ſoul, the Lord had impoſed on him. After having 
ſat ſome time to hear the debates, when the ſpeaker 
was about to put the queſtion, he ſuddenly roſe 
up, and in the moſt opprobious terms, reviled the 
members for their ambition, tyranny, extortion, 
and robbery of the public. After this torrent of 
general invective, he ſtamped upon the floor, and 
the ſoldiers entered. Ihen addreſſing himſelf to 
the members, he ſaid, © Get you gone, give place 
to honeſt men, you are no longer a parliament ; J 
tell you, you are no longer a parliament; the Lord 
has done with you,” Sir Henry Vane riſing up to 
remonſtrate againſt this outrage, Cromwell ex- 
claimed, © O, Sir Harry Vane, Sir Harry Vane: 
the Lord deliver me from Sir Harry Vane!” He 


took hold of Martin, another member, by the cloak, 


ſaying, © Thou art a whoremaſlter;” another he 
reproached as an adulterer; a third as a drunkard ; 
and a fourth as an extortioner; adding, It is you 


that have forced me upon this. I have ſought the 


Lord night and day, that he would rather ſlay me 
than put me upon this work.” Pointing to the 
mace, he bad a foldier © take away that bauble,” 

He 
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He then turned out all the members, ordered the 
door to be locked, and putting the key in his pocket, 
retired to his lodgings at Whitehall. Thus, by 
one daring exploit, which was atchieved without 
bloodſhed or clamour, the new republic was abo- 
liſhed, and the whole power of three kingdoms, 
civil and military, veſted in the perſon of Crom- 
well “. 

The army now, by their own authority, declared 
Cromwell protector of the realm. Ile was pro- 
claimed in London, and other parts of the king- 
dom, inſtalled at Whitehall in the palace of the 
Engliſh kings, and inveited with all the power of 
ſovereignty itſelf, Juſtice was to be adminiſtered 
in his name, and from him all magiſtracy and ho- 
nours were to be derived : the right of making 
peace, war, and alliances was lodged in him; 
but herein he was to act entirely by the advice, and 
with the conſent of his council. ' his council was 
not to exceed twenty-one, nor to be leſs than thir- 
teen perſons, who were to enjoy their office during 
life or good behaviour; and in caſe of a vacancy, 
the remaining members were to name three, of 
whom the protector was to chute one, He had 
the power of pardoning all crimes, except murder 
and treafon ; and all forfeitures devolved to him. 
He was to ſummon a parliament every three years, 
and allow them to fit five months, without adjourn- 
ment, prorogation, or diſſolution. The bills they 
paſſed were to be preſented for his conſent ; but if 
it was not obtained within twenty days, they were 
to become laws by the authority of parliament. A 
ſtanding army was eſtablithed for Uritain and 
Ireland of twenty thouſand foot, and ten thouſand 


* Hume's Hiſt. of England, Vol. VII. p. 219. Smollett's Hiſt, of 
England, Vol. VII. p. 426. 
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horſe; and funds were aſſigned for their ſupport : 
theſe were not to be diminiſhed without the pro- 
tector's conſent. The protector and council were 
to hive the power of enacting laws, during the in- 
tervals of parliament, which were to be valid 

till the next ſeſſion. The chancellor, trea- 
ſurer, admiral, chief governors of Scotland and Ire- 
land, and the chief juſtices of both the benches, 
were to be choſen with the approbation of parlia- 
ment; and in the intervals, with the approbition of 
the council, to be afterwards ratified by par iament. 
Toleration was provided for all thoſe who proleiied 
faith in Jeſus Chriſt, with an exception to popery 
and prelacy ; and to ſuch as, under the profetſion of 
Chriſt, held forth and practiſed licentiouineſs. The 

rotector was to enjoy his office during life; and 
on his death, his place was immediately to be ſup— 
plied by the council. | 

1 hele innovations in the civil government, threw 
a Janguor over the naval operations in the ſpring 
of 1652, and fruſtrated the negotiation for a peace, 
which the ſtates of Holland and Zealand had fat 
on ſoot, and ardently withed to render effectual. 
Van Tromp availe! himlelf of this ſhort ſeaſon, 
wherein the vigilance of the Engliſh was relaxed, to 
convey a large fleet of merchantmen round by the 
north, (for the route by the Channel was too dan» 
gerous to be attempted) which he eſcorted out and 
home in ſafety: he then entered the Downs with 
his men of war, made fome prizes, and to ſhow his 
proweſs, battered Dover-Caſtle“; but he was ſoon 
chaſtiſed for this vaunt. 

An Engliſh fleet, conſiſting of ninety-five ſail of 


men of war, and five fire-ſhips, commanded by 


® Campbel;'s Lires of the Admirals, Vol. Il. p. 180. 
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Monk and Deane, aſſiſted by vice admiral Penn 
and cap:ato Lawſon, (then made a rear-admiral) was 
aſſembled in Yarmouth Roads“. The Dutch had 
ninety-eight men of war and fix firc-ſhips, che com- 
ma;:ders of which were Van ! romp, Ie Witt, De 
Ruyter, and Fvertſens: each power was !olicitous 
to decide the d ſpute by coming to a general ac- 
tion, No ſooner was the Dutch fleet out of the 
tiexel, than the Engliſh bore down to engage 1t. 
On the 2d of June 165 3, the battle began, about 
eleven o'clock in the morning. ne of the firſt 
broadſides from the enemy killed the brave admiral 
Deane, whoſe body was almoſt cut in two by a 
chain-ſhot. Monk, who was on board the lame 
ſhip, with great preſence of mind covered his body 
with a cloak, and as there was ſtill an admiral to 
command, no flag was taken down, fo that the fleet 
revained 1gnorant of what had happened, and the 
fight was continued with una! Dating warmth. The 
baue ſquadron charged through the ene: iy, and 
rear-admiral Lawſon laid himſelf along-lide of 
De Kuyter, to whom, in former actions, he had 
been a deſperate, and almoſt a ſucceſsful aſſailant. 
Ar this time he had well-nigh taken the Dutch ad- 
mira!, but being diverted from his prey, he ſunk 
a Dutch ſhip of forty-rwo guns, | he fight con- 
tinued very hot ti! three o'clock, when the Dutch 
fell into great confuſion, and Van iromp ſaw hym- 
ſelf obliged to make a kind of running fight till 
nine in the evening, when a ſtout ſhip commanded 
by Cornelius Van Velſen blew up. In the night 
Blake arrived with a ſqu dron of eig teen ſhips. 
1he Dutch ſtil! retreating towards the coaſt of 
Flanders, the fight was renewed the nex day about 
r00n, off Neuport, in the Auſtrian Netherlauds, 


® L:diard's Nava: Hiſtory, p. $52 
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wards of fifteen hundred men. Of the ſhips, one 
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with greater fury than the day before, and conti- 
nued very hot for about four hours. Vice-admira] 
Penn twice boarded 'Tromp's ſhip, and would have 
taken it, but for the ſupport which it received from 
De Wut and De Ruyter. The Dutch at length 
were ſo hotly preſſed on all fide, that they fell into 
the utmoſt confuſion, and being entirely routed, 
{ought their ſafety among the Flats, from whence, 
with great difficulty, they reached Zealand. In 
theſe actions ſix of the beſt ſhips in the Dutch flect 
were ſunk, two were blown up, and eleven taken; 
fix of their captains were made priſoners, With up- 


bore a vice-admiral's flag, and two thoſe of rear- 
admirals. On the ſide of the Engliſh not a ſhip was 
loft, and very few men were ſlain. I his i important 
victory may therefore be ſaid to have been purchaſed 
with the loſs of the brave admiral Deane, and one 
captain, 

After this For Van Tromp, in a memorial to 
the States-general, ſat forth, that the ſhips and guns 
of the Dutch fleet were too ſlender to cope with 
thoſe of the Engliſn; and De Ruyter declared, that 
he would not put to ſca again, if his fleet was not 
reinforced with greater and better ſhrps*. In 
confequence of this unportant victory the Englith 
fleets lay on the Dutch coaſts, and put an entire 1tGp 
to their trade. The States, impatient of ſuch lots 
and diſhonour, exerted themſelves to the utmolt 
to retrieve their affairs. Never, on any occalion, 
did the power and vigour of that republic appear 
in a more conſpicuous light: in a few weeks ey 
had repaired and manned their feet, and equipped 
foine ſnips of a larger ſize than any which they had 
hitherto ſent to ſea. Jromp ſat Jail with this 
force, determined to fight the victors, and to die 


* Thurloe's State Papers, Vol. I. p. 290. 
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rather than to yield the conteſt. The two fleets 
were pretty equal in force, and the delire ot poſ- 
ſeſling the ſovereignty of the ocean, animated both 
States to a fierce and obſtinate conflict. A pe- 
neral engagement began on the 31ſt of July, and 
continued eight hours with terrible fury; and as it 
was the laſt, ſo was it the moſt fierce combat du- 
ring this impetuous war. At the beginning of the 
action the Dutch fire-ſhips had well nigh decided 
the fortune of the day, being managed with great 
dexterity, many of the largeſt veſſels in the Engliſh 
fleet were in imminent danger of being ſet on 
fire; the Triumph had like to have periſhed, inſo- 
much that moſt of her crew threw themlelves into 
the ſea, but by the excrtions of thole that remained 
on board, the flames were extinguiſhed ®, Admi- 
ral Lawſon attacked De Ruyter with ſuch fury, as 
to kill or wound above half his men, and ſo diſ- 
abled his ſhip, that it was towed out of the fleet, but 
that brave Dutchman would not be withheld from 
the ſcene of action by the diſaſter of his ſhip, there- 
fore going on board another, he continued to main- 
tain the fight. It is faid by Burchet , that Monk, 
to put a ſpeedy end to the war, had iſſued orders 
to all his captains, neither to give nor to take 
quarter; ſo that, in a few hours, the air was filled 


with the fragments of ſhips blown up, and human 


bodies; and the ſea was dyed with blood. When the 
fight had continued about ſix hours, Van Tromp, 
as he was delivering out his orders, was ſhot 
through the body with a muſket bullet, and in- 
ltantly expired. This ſo damped the ardour of the 
whole fleet, that it preſently began to give way. 
At the beginning * the battle the Dutch had five 
llags flying on board their fleet, and when they 


* Tieath's Clirogicle, p. 247. + Page 384. 
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f began to retreat, only one remained. By nigh: 

| the ſhattered navy of Holland recovered the I excl. 
Twenty-ſix of their ſhips were ſunk “; five of thei: 
captains were taken priſoners, and near five thouſand 
Þ men were ſlain or drowned. he orders forbidding 
A quarter were not ſtrictly obſerved, for twelve hun- 
; dred Dutchmen were taken out of the fea, Whilit 
S their ſhips were ſinking f. This ſignal victory 
T was purchaſed with conſiderable loſs on the ſidæ of 
| the Engliſh, four hundred men, and eight captains, 
periſhed in the fight, and above ſeven thouſand were 
wounded 4. 

| Cro nwell gave the moſt eſfeCtual orders for the Eng- 
i! I:ſh navy to be repaired, that he might avail himſelt of 
f the conſternation which the death of Tromp, and 
f the defeat of their fleet, had ſpread among the pro- 
N vinces. Ihe parliament which Cromwell had nomi- 
| nated were then fitting, and immediately voted gold 


3 chains to be preſented to the penerals Blake and Monk, 
.# vice-admiral Penn, and rear-admiral Lawſon and ; 
b | medals to the captains. Ihe 25th of Auguſt ſol- f 
J lowing was appointed for a day of ſolemn thank!i- | 
Wt giving; and Monk being then in London, Crom— 
8 well, at a feaſt in the city, himſelf put the chain 
of about his n- ck, and required him to wear 1! 6 
during the entertainment d. Meanwhile the ne- ti 
gotiations for a peace were renewed. J he United p 
States, overwhelmed wich the expence of the war, i 
terrified by their loſſes, and mortified by their de- n 
feats, were extremely defirous of an accommodation th 
uh; with an enemy whom they experienced to be an over- in 
match for them. Charles, ſtill acknowledged king fr. 
of Great-Britain by France, ſignified an inclina- th 
tion to ſerve on board the Dutch fleet; but that ſa; 
co 
* Campbeil's Lives of the Admirals, Vol. II. p. 185. + Co- In 
lumna Roltcata, p. 130. t Buchett, p 384. Columna 
Roſtrata, p. 134+ Campbell's Lives of tue Admirals, Vol. II. p. 187. 0 
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republic, though they expreſſed a ſenſe of the 
honour intended them, declined an offer which 
tended to foment the quarrel with the Engliſh com- 
monwealth. 'T he war, though maintained no more 
than three years, had been carried on with ſuch ac- 
tivity on both fides, as could not fail of greatly 
impoveriſhing the victor, and almoſt ruining the 
vanquiſhed. Cromwell, rather than load the people 
with new 1mpoſitions, which might have excited a 
dangerous clamour, at that juncture of his newly- 
acquired power, was well diſpoſed towards peace, 
and it was ratified on the 5th of April 1654. By 
this treaty the Dutch conſented to pay the long- diſ- 
puted compliment to the Britiſh flag; they aban- 
doned the intereſts of Charles; they engaged to 
pay eighty- five thouſand pounds as indemnification 
for loſſes ſuſtained by the Engliſh Faſt-India Com- 
pany, and to reſtore to them the Iſland of Polerone ; 
thoſe who had been concerned in the maſſacre at 
Amboyna were to be puniſhed, if any remained 
alive, and three thouſand ſix hundred and twenty- 
five pounds was to be paid to the ſufferers in that 
buſineſs, or their repreſentatives; and a defenſive 
league was entered into between the two States. 
The deſperate war in which the Dutch had been 
engaged, which ſeemed to threaten almoſt the en- 
tire deſtruction of their commonwealth, did not 
prevent thoſe indefatigable people from making a 
ſettlement at the Cape of Good-Hope, for the be- 
nefit of their Eaſt-India trade. They had long felt 
the want of a place where their veſſels might put 
in to get refreſhments, both in going and returning 
from India. 1 hey therefore ſettled a colony on 
this ſouthern extremity of Africa, as is generall 
ſaid in the year 1652, to ſerve as a ſtaple for the 
commerce of Europe and Aſia. he Englith Eaſt— 
India Company,, among the demards which it made 
en Holland when the peace was fettled, clauned a 
VoL, II. p 4 right 
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right to colonize and fortify at the Cape, and tg 
trade from thence without reſtriction; to ſupport 
which, they alledged, that in the reign of king 
James, (bur the prec iſe year is not ſpecified) one of 
their ſhips took poſſeſſion of lands ſituated there, 
caſt up a rampart, which they called James's Mount, 
and planted the Engliſh colours thereon ®. Theſe 
claims however were not admitted on the ratification 
of the peace. 

The war between the two republics being ter- 
minated, Cromwell was at leiſure to bend his at- 
tention to other powers of Europe, to whom he 
bore no friendly diipoſition. The queen of Eng- 
land, and her ſon Charles, reſided generally at 
Paris, and received from the French court a ſmal! 
yearly penſion. I his aſſiſtance was very diſpleaſing 
to the Engliſh government ; accordingly we have 
feen Blake attack and feize a whole ſquadron of 
French ſhips, which were carrying ſupplies to Dun- 
kirk. The French miniſtry thought it expedient 
to renounce the intereſts of the royal family, to 
avoid a rupture with England ; Charles was there- 
fore treated with ſuch ſtudied indifference in France, 
that he quitted the kingdom, and went firſt to Spa, 
and then to Cologne. Cardinal Mazarine, prime 
miniſter to Louis XIV. was extremely ſolicitous 
to engage Cromwell in an alliance with France 
againſt Spain; and, in ſhort, all the nations of 
Europe, which had ſlighted the alliance of England 
under the reigns of Janes and Charles, ſolicited it 
under the protector. Mazarine, on the part of 
France, and Don Louis O'Haro, on that of Spain, 
uſed all their arts of policy to unite themſelves to 
him; and Cromwell, for ſome time, enjoyed the 
ſatisfaction of ſeeing himſelf courted by the two 
moſt powerful kingdoms in Europe f. He is 


* Collection of Treaties, Vol. III. 1 Voltaire Siecle de 
Louis XIV. Vol. I. p. 70. 
charged 
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charged with having adopted a falſe ſyſtem of po- 
licy, by aiding the dangerous ambition of France, 
to weaken the declining condition of Spain; for 
by entering into the views of cardinal Mazarine, 
he contributed to aggrandize a power that has been 
terrible to Europe ever ſince. At that time the court 
of London had to decide whether preſent gain or fu- 
ture ſecurity was to be preferred: Cromwel! coſe 
the former. tie knew that in weakening the power 
of France poſterity might feel the conſequence 
but would not be inclined to acknowledge its oblt- 
gations to his agency ; his conduct therefore 
proves rather his waat of patriotiſin than of capa- 
city. The extenſive empire, and yet extreme weak- 
neſs of Spain in the Welit-Indies; the vigorous 
courage, and great naval power of England, were 
cl: cumitances, which, when compared, excited the 
ambition of the enterprizing protector, and made 
him hope, that he might, by ſome gainful conqueſt, 
render forever 1]lu::rious, that dominion which he 
had aſſumed over his country. Should he fail of 
theſe durable acquiſitions, the Indian treaſures, 
which muſt every year croſs the ocean to reach 
Spain, were, he thought, a ſure prey to the Engliſh 
navy, and would ſupport his military force, with- 
out loading the people with new burdens. The 
protector was inſormed of the ſtate of the Spaniſh 
ſettlements in the Weſt-Indies, by one who had 
been a Romiſh prieſt, and was named Gage, but 
who had embraced the principles of proteſtan- 
tiſin. This man had long reſided in thoſe parts. 
The Brit declaration of the part Cromwell had 
taken, was made by the reftoration of the French ſhips 
which had been t. ken by Blake. I hat he meant to 
employ the arms of England againſt ſome foreign 
power was evident, from orders being iſſued, that 
the navy ſhould be repaired, and put into a good 
condition immediately on the concluſion of the 
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Dutch war; many new ſhips were likewiſe built; 
the ſtore-houſes and arſenals were filled with ammu- 
nition and proviſion, and Furope began to be 
alarmed at the proceedings of a itate, whoſe mea- 
ſures had been hitherto regarded with indifference. 
In the ſummer of the year 1654, Cromwell or- 
dered two great fleets to be provided; one to be 
com:manded by adiniral Blake, the other by vice- 
admiral Penn : neither of them had any knowledge 
of what the other was to attempt; io far from it, 
they knew not perfectly what thein{clves were to 
erform*. Their orders were to be opened at ſea, 
and they had no farther lights given them than were 
abſolutely requiſite for making the neceſſary pre- 
parations. Blake, as ſoon as all things were ready, put 
to ſea, and ſailed 1nto the Straits, where his inſtructions 
directed him to procure ſatisfaction from ſuch princes 
and ſtates, as had either inſulted the government, 
or injured the commerce of England. Before his 
departure it had been induftrioufly given out, that 
he was to intercept the duke of Guiſe, and to pro- 
tect the kingdom of Naples from the French: this 
had the deſired effect, it lulled the Spaniards aſleep, 
and even diſpoſed them to ſhew the admiral all 
poſſible civilities; who, very probably, had as yet 
no ſuſpicion of Cromwell's deſign to break with 
that nation, Ihe firit place he went to was Leg- 
horn, where he had two accounts to make up with 
the grand duke; the prince, when he had under- 
ſtood that not leſs than a hundred and fifty thouſand 
pounds were expected of him, was greatly ſur- 
prized ; however, it was moderated to ſixty thou- 
ſand pounds. This ſum, there is reaſon to believe, 
was actually paid 7. From thence Blake proceeded 
to Algiers, where he arrived the 10th of March 


* Ciarendon's Hiſt. p. 673. Whitlock. Rapin. + Heath's 
Con. p. 336. Vie de Cromwell, Vol. II. p. 345. Life of Blake. 
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i655, and anchored without the Mole, ſending an 
officer to the dey, to demand ſatisfaction for the pi- 
acies committed on the Englith, and the releaſe 
of all captives belonging to his nation. The dey 
anſwered very modeſtly, that as for the ſhips and 
ſlaves, they were now tie property of private per- 
ſons, from whom he could not take them with 
ſafery to himſelf; but that he would make it his 
care they ſhould be redeemed upon eaſy terms, and 
would enter into a treaty with him to prevent any hoſ- 
tilities beinz committed for the future. The ad- 
miral left the port upon this, and failed to 1 unis, 
where he ſent a like meſſage on ſhore; but received 
a very ſhort anſwer, viz. Here are our caſtles of 
Guletta and Porto Ferino: you may do your worſt, 
we do not fear you. Blake entered the bay of 
Porto Ferino, and came within muſket-ſhot of the 
caſtle and line, which he played upon ſo warmly, as 
preſently to reduce them to a defenceleſs condition. 
{there were then nine ſhips in the road, which the 
admiral reſolved to burn, and with this view ordered 
every captain of his cet to man his long boat 
with choice ſailors, and commanded them to enter 
the harbour, and fire the ſhips of unis, while he 
and his fleet covered them from the caſtle, by play- 
ing continually on it with their cannon. 1 he tea- 
men in their boats boldly aſſaulted the pyrates, and 
burnt all their ſhips, with the loſs of twenty-five 
men killed, and forty wounded. This daring 
action ſpread the terror of that name in Africa 
and Alia, which had long been formidable in Eu- 
rope. From Junis Blake went to Tripoli, and 
concluded a peace with that government. T hence 
he returned to Tunis, and threatening to do farther 
execution, the inhabitants implored his mercy, and 
begged him to grant them a peace, which he did 

On 
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on terms glorious for himſelf, and profitable to hig 
country? . 

in this expedition Blake received every mark of 
reſpect and civility. Whilſt he lav in the harbour 
of Cadiz, a Dutch admiral would not hoiſt his flag: 
one of the v ctuallers being ſeparated fro his fleet, 
fell in with a French admi:al and even men of war. 
The captain of the Engliſn victualler was ordered 
on board the admiral's ſhip, and the French com- 
manger particularly enquired after Blake; drank 
his health under the diſcharge of five guns, and 
then courteouſly took leave of his gueſt. Ihe 
Algerines ſtood in ſuch awe of him, that they were 
wont to ſtop the Sallee-rovers, and if they found 
any Engliſh priſoners on board them, wa take 
them away, and ſend them to Blake, in hopes thereby 
of purchaſing his favour *®. Whilſt he lay in the 
port of Malaga, he teſtified ſuch a zeal for his coun- 
try's honour, as can ſcarcely be parallelled. Some 
of his ſeamen going on ſhore, met in the {ſtreet the 
proceſſion of the hoſt; as the Romiſh ceremonies 
were execrated by the Engliſh, theſe ſailors, not 
content with paſſing it unreverenced themſelves, 
ridiculed and abuſed ſuch as did it homage. The 
eccleſiaſtic who attended, ſtirred up the people 
to revenge this profanation; Wwhereupon they fell 
upon the ſailors, and beat them ſeverely. When 
the ieliows reached the Engliſh ſhips, they com- 
plai ed to their admiral of the treatment they had 
received, who immediately ſent a trumpet to the 
Viceroy, to demand the prieit who had inſtigated 
this attavlt. I he governor excuſed himſclf by urg- 
ing, that his authority did not extend to the ſer- 
vants of che church. Blake, not at all ſatisfied with 
this plea, ſent back his meſlenger, telling the go- 
vernor, that he would not enter into the queſtion 


* Hezth's Chronicle, p. 374, 375. Vie de Cromwell, Vol. II. p. 348, 
349. + Heath's Chrunicic, p. 366. 
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who had power to ſend the delinquent, but that he 
required him to be ſent in three hours, otherwiſe 
he would infallibly burn the town about their cars. 
This threat ſpread ſuch a general alarm, that the 
prieſt was immediately delivered up. When he 
was brought before the admiral, he pleaded 
the inſolent behaviour of the Engliſh ſailors, in ex- 
cuſe for his conduct; to which Blake anſwered, that 
if complaint had been made to him, their com- 
mander, he would have cauſed them to be puniſhed, 
as he would not ſuffer any of his crews to affront 
the religion of a place where they touched ; but 
he ſternly reprimanded the prieſt tor ſetting the 
Spaniards to beat them, concluding with ſaying, 
that he would have him, and all the world know, 
that none but an Engliſhman ſhould chaſtiſe an Eng- 
liſhnan *. 

The other fleet under vice-admiral Penn conſiſted 
of about thirty ſhips of war, and a conſiderable num- 
ber of tranſports ; it was alſo commanded by vice- 
admiral Goodlon, and rear-admiral Blagge. The 
commander of the land forces was colonel Venables, 
who, as well as the admiral, was ſecretly in the king's 
intereſt, On this account, Venables and his troops, 
to the number of five thouſand, amongſt whom many 
were royaliſts, were hurried on board at Portſ- 
mouth; whence he immediately failed for Barba- 
does , though little prepared for ſuch an expedi- 
tion; ſo that one great end leemed to be, to get rid of 
them. The fleet arrived in Carliſle-Bay, on the 
29th of January 1655. They ſtaid in the Iſland of 
Barbadoes ſome time to recruit, and make the ne- 
ceſſary preparations for their intended deſcent on 
the liland of Hiſpan:ola. General Venables found 
| himſelf deficient in all forts of necefTaries; and no 
cordial agreement ſubſiſted between him and the 


* Burnet's own Times, Vol. I. p. 86. + Clarendon's Hiſtory, 
p. 673. Hrath's Chronicle, p. 365, 
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admiral, ſo that the latter was little inclined to af- 
ford him even the aſſiſtance that was in his power *. 
From Barbadoes the fleet ſailed on the laſt of March, 
to St. Chriſtopher's, where they met with a rein- 
forcement of volunteers, many reſorting. to them 
from all our plantations, with the hopes of plun- 
dering the Spaniards ; ſo that when they embarked 
for Hiſpaniola, Venables had under his command 
the greateſt body of European troops that had ever 
been ſeen in that part of the world; his army con- 
ſiſting of very near ten thouſand men. Moſt of 
theſe when they left England, did it with a view of 
making their fortunes ; but were now told that the 
whole of their plunder was to be accounted for. 
This had like to have thrown them into a general 
mutiny ; and it was with much difficulty that the 
officers pacified them. With this ſpirit of diſcon- 
tent the troops embarked for Hiſpaniola Tf. "They 
arrived before the city of St. Domingo, ard general 
Venables propoſed, that they ſhould ſail directly 
into the harbour; which however was not agreed to 
by the ſea-officers, who propoſed landing at the 
river Hine; for which purpoſe, part of the ſquadron 
was detached under the command of vice-admiral 
Goodſon, who, when at ſea, declared he had not 
pilots to conduct the ſhips into the mouth of the 
river; therefore the troops were compelled (not- 
withſtanding general Venables proteſted againſt it) 
to land at the welt point ; from whence they had 
forty miles to march through a thick woody coun- 
try without any guide, inſomuch that numbers of 
men and horſes, through fatigue, extremity of heat, 
and want of water, were deſtroyed. After four 
days march, the army came to the place where they 
might have been firſt landed; but by that time the 


* Heath's Chronicle. Vie de Cromwell, Vol. II. + Heath's 
Chronicle, p. 369. 1 13th of April, 1655. 
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enemy had drawn together the whole force of the 
iſland, and had recovered from their firſt ſurprize. 

Colonel Buller who had landed with his regiment 
near Hire river, and who was a.tended by the only 
guide which could be procured, made uſe of this 
advantage to penetrate into the country to obtain 
plunder, inſtead of obſerving the orders delivered to 
him, and waiting to co-0, erate with the main army, 
then on its march under Venables. The general 
arrived at the ſtation appointed for forming a junc- 
tion, but the colonel had left it. Being now deſti- 
tute of a conductor, the army loſt its way, and en- 
dured great fatigue and hardſhips, which cauſed a 
mutinous ſpirit | to prevail among the troops, To 
add to theſe embarraſſments, in Buller' s maraudin 

excurſion, Cox, the guide, happened to be killed 
by the Spaniards*, In this diſtreſſed condition a 
council of war was called, and it was reſolved to 
march to the harbour, Wich, with much difñculty, 
was effected. Having ſtaid there three or four days 
to furniſh themſelves with proviſions and other ne- 
ceſſaries, with a ſingle mortar-piece, the army ſet 
forward again, to reduce the fort. Jhe van- guard 
was. commanded by adjutant general Jackſon, who, 
as ſoon as he was attacked by the Spaniards, ran 
away, and his troops followed him. Ihe paſſage 
through the woods being very narrow, they preſied 
on the general's regiment, which, in vain, endea- 
voured to ſtop chem with their pikes. They like- 
wiſe diſordered. major general Haines's regiment, 
which gave the enemy, who followed very eagerly, 
and afforded no quarter, great advantage: ſo 
that the major general, and the braveſt of his 
officers, who preferred death to flight, ended their 
days there. Venables and Goodſon, at the head of 
their regiments, forced the run-aways into the wood, 
obliged the enemy to retire, and kept their own 


* Burchct's Nava! 2 * p. 392. 
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ground, notwithſtanding the fire from the fort was 
very warm*. The general, though reduced to a 
very low condition, cauſed himſelf to be led from 
place to place, to encourage the troops; till faint- 
ing at laſt, he was forced to reſign the command to 
major general Forteſcue, who was ſoon compelled to 
retreat towards the ſhips to obtain a ſupply of water. 
In this march the ſoldiers followed their officers till 
they found themſelves in danger, and then de- 
ſerted them. Had not the Spaniards been ſeized 
with a panic equally ſtrong, they might, in avery few 
days, have deſtroyed the whole army. Penn, Win- 
ſlow, and Buller, hereupon reſolved to leave the 
place, and make an at:empt upon the iſland of Ja- 
maica. Such was the iſſue of this attack, after the 
troops had been on ſhore from the 14th of April to 
the iſt of May. 

The deſcent on Jamaica was better conducted 
than that on Hiſpaniola; for immediately on their 
landing, which was on the 3d of May, Venables or- 
dered, that if any ſhould be found attempting to run 
away, the next man to him ſhould put him to death ; 
which if he failed to do, he ſhould be liable to a 
court-martial ||. The next day they attacked a fort, 
which they carried, and were preparing to ftorm 
the town of St. Jago; but this the Spaniſh inhabi- 
tants preven ed by a timely treaty ; yet before the 

eneral would liſten to any propoſirions of peace, he 
inſiſted that a certain quantity of proviſions ſhould 


be ſent them daily, which was punctually performed: 


this gave his ſoldiers ſtrength and ſpirits, and, in a 
ſhort time, their negotiations ended in a complete 


ſurrender of the iſland to the Engliſh f. 


When Penn and Venables returned to England, 
the prote tor ordered both to be committed to the 


© Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 293. {| Burchet's Naval Hiſtory» 
p. 394+ Clarendon, Whitlock. Heath's Chronicle. + Bur- 
cnet, Whitlock, Kennet, Rapin. | 
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Tower. The failure of the attack on St. Domingo 
diſappointed all the vaſt expectations he had formed 
of the expedition; and the acquiſition of Jamaica 
was a conqueſt, which did not then appear of that 
importance which it has ſince proved. Cromwell 
however paid due attention to this new poſſeſſion ; 
he ſtrengthened it by a ſeaſonable ſupply of men and 
money, and that iſland has ever ſince remained in 
the hands of the Engliſh J. 

Whilſt theſe tranſactions paſſed in the weſtern 
world, Blake's fleet was cruizing, and lay in the road 
of Cadiz, where he received the greateſt civilitics 
from the Spaniards; Cromwell having carefully 
concealed his deſign of breaking with Spain. When 
this was known, the Spaniards declared immediately 
againſt England, and ſeized the effects of all the 
Engliſh merchants in their dominions, to an im— 
menſe value . The very lucrative trade carried on 
from England with Spain, was by that means cut 
off, and was transfer:ed to the Hollanders, which 
was to them an acceſſion of wealth very ſcaſonably 
obrained, and ſerved to recruit that ſtate, exhauſted 
by the war carri-d on againſt England. —Such are 
the revolutions in the tyttem of politics, that the 
nation which, about fouricore years before, ſup- 
ported the diſtreſſed inhabitants of the Seven United 
Provinces, againſt the fhice of Spain, which then 
threatened to overwlielm them, hai but juſt put an 
end to a bitter war with the republic which they 
had emancipated, whilit the power that then ſought 
their deſtruction, now admitted them to the molt 
valuable commercial advantages! 

The number of Spaniſh 16h! 'tants on the iflard when it was ſuh- 
duced by the Engliſh, did nut excerd fit en hundred perſo s, wi h about 
as ma v ncgroes, Columbus flit fred this ifl ad in 1494. I found 
it pleaſant and populous ; hut ihe Spaniard wie fad, even by tor own 


authors, t have put to death nv few'rth n hxty thouſand of the natives; 
and when the Eng th hocan: volt the or it, that miterahle race was to- 


tal exiirpated by thele Enropetu lavayes -- Anderſon on Commerce, 
Fol. IT. p. 55. * Ciatendon. Wan ock. Heath's Chronicle, 
Kennet. Echard. Ludlow. Rapin. | 
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Blake, to whom Montagu was now joined in 
command, after receiving new orders, prepared 
himſclf for hoſtilities againſt the Spani..rds. He 
rode for ſome time before the hirbour of Cadiz, 
where lay a fleet of forty fail; and ſo ſtationed, he 
hoped to intercept the flota, but that not arriving 
ſo ſoon as he expected, he found his ſtock of water 
begin to fail, and was qQbliged to ſail for Portugal 
to procure a ſupply. The admira's ſtill left a ſqua- 

1 dron of ſeven friga es, under the command of com- 
modo: e Stayner, to intercept the galleons. A few 
days after, they came in fight, and the Engliſh com- 
mander gave them chace, and preſently came up 
with them. They conſiſted of eight large ſhips. 
The weather was ſo unfayourable for the attack, that 
four veſſels of his ſmall force could not come up to 
bear a part in the action; yet with the other three, 
the Speaker, the Bridgwater, and the Plymouth, he 
wade a furious attack on the Spaniards. After an 
obſtinate engagement two of the galleons were funk; 
two more ran on ſhore; two were taken, and only two 
eſcaped into Cadiz. ne of the ſhips that were ſunk, 
had been let on fre i the act.on, on board of which 
was the marquis of Eadajox, of the family of Lopez, 
viceroy of Feru, with his wife and daughter. This 
nobleman had an opportunity of eſcaping the flames; 
but ſeeing his wife and c ild fink under the diſtreſs 
that ſurroun ed them, and periſh, he preferred death 
with them, to life without them, and refuſed to leave 
the ſhip *. His eldeſt ſon an his brother were ſaved. 
On board the wo ſhips which fell into the hands of 
the Engliſh, were near two millions of pieces of 
eight; and treaſtre; to an equal amount, was bu- 
ried in the ocean. Admiral Montagu, with the 
vou 18 marquis of Badajox, and part ot che fleet to 


— 


efcort the ſilver, arrived at Portſmouth ; from 


* 1Thurlce, Vol. V. p. 433 
whence 
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whence the treaſure was conveyed by land, with 
great parade, to London“. 

Blake having received intelligence that another 
Spaniſh fleet from South- America had put into the 
Canary - Iſlands, immediately proceeded hither. 
He found the ſhips 1n the bay of Santa Cruz, in the 
INand of | eneriff. They conſiſted of ſix galleons, 
richly laden, and ten other veſſels. Thele latter 
lay within the port, with a ſtrong barricado before 
them; the galleons were drawn up without the 
boom, becauſe they drew too much water to lie 
within it. I he harbour itſelf was ſtrongly fortified, 
having to the north a caſtle well furniſhed with ar- 
tillery, and ſeven forts which communicated with 
each o her, all of which were defended by a nu— 
merous garriſon. The Spaniſh governor, don Di- 
ego Diagues, conſidered the place as ſo ſecure b 
nature and art, and ſo well provided with the 
means of defence, that when the maſter of a Dutch 
ſhip applied to him for leave to fail, becauſe he 
dreaded Blake's attacking the ſhips in the harbour, 
he ſcornfully anſwered, Go, if you will, and let Blaks 
come if be dare f. 8 

The Englith adiniral, after ſurveying the ſitua-— 
tion of the enemy and the ſtrength of the place, 
called a council of war, wherein it was relolved to 
attack the ſhips in the harbour, and endeavour to 
deſtroy them, it being conſidered as impracticable 
to carry them off. Captain Stayner, who had ſo 
effectually attacked the Spaniſh galleons, was ap- 
pointed, with a ſmall ſquadron, to this honourable 
and deſperate ſervice. He ſoon forced his paſſage 
into the bay, while other frigates played their guns 
on the forts and lines, and thereby prevented them 
from annoying the ſhips in their attack. Stayner's 
fquadron was quickly ſupported by Hake with the 
hole fleet; the wind ſeconded his courage, and 

September, 1656, + Heath's Chronicle, p. 391. 
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blowing full into the bay, in a moment brought 
them among the thickeſt of the enemy. After a 
reſiſtance of four hours, the Spaniards yielded to 
Engliſh valour, and abandoned their ſhips, wiich 
were ſet on fire, and conſume:', with all their trea- 
fure. The greateſt danger ſtill remained to the 
Engliſn. They were expoſed to the fire of the caſtle 
and the forts, which, with all their exertions, they 
could not expect to ſilence; but whillt they re nained 
in this perilous ſituation, the wind ſuddenly thiftiog, 
carried them out of the bay, leaving the Spaniards 
in aſtoniſhment, at the intrepidity and good fortune 
of the Engliſh. The whole loſs ſuſtained in this 
daring attempt, was no more than forty-eight men 
killed, and one hundred and twenty wounded “. 
Wheh the news of this glorious ſucceſs was 
brought to the protector, he ſent his ſecretary, 
1 hurloe, to the parliament, which was then ſitting, 
with the account, who thereupon appointed a day 
of general thankſgiving, and voted a ring, of five 
hundred pounds value, to the commander in chief ; 
a preſent of one hundred pounds to the captain that 
brought the news ; and their thanks to all the officers 
and ſeamen concerned in the action +. Capt. Stayner, 
returning ſoon after, was knighted by the protector. 
As this was the laſt, ſo it was the molt diſtin- 
iſhed atchievement of the renowned Blake. 
Shortly after, he again cruiſed before the harbour 
of Cadiz, where, finding his ſhips become foul, 
and that his own health and ſpirits wore away, he 
reſolved to ſail for England. By this time he was 
languiſhing under an inveierate ſcurvy attended 
with a dropſy. In his paſſage home he became 
much worſe; and as he perceived his end approach- 
ing, he frequently enquired, with great carneſtneſs, 


after the appearance of land, anxious to breathe 


* Avril 657. Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 396. Clarendon. 


+ Ludiow, p. 603+ 
Out. 
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out his laſt in his native country. But this ſatis- 
faction was denied him; he diced as his ſhip (the 
St. George) entered Plymouth Sound, on the 15th 
of Auguſt, 1657, aged fifty-nine years. © Never 
man,” ſays Mr. Hume, “ ſo zealous for a faction, 
was ſo much reſpected and eſteemed, even by the 
oppolite factions. He was, by principle, an in- 
flexible republican; and the late uſurparions, amidſt 
all the truſt and careſſes he received from the ruling 
powers, were thought to be very little grateful to 
him. He was diſintereſted, generous, and liberal; 
ambitious only of true glory ; dreadful only to his 
avowed enemies: he therefore forms one of the moſt 
perfect characters of the age, and leaſt ſtained with 
thoſe errors and violences which were then ſo pre- 
dominant“.“ 

The next day after his death his body was em- 
balmed, and wrapped in lead; his bowels taken 
out, and buried in the great church at Plymouth; 
and his corpſe, by order of the protector, was con- 
veyed by water to Greenwich-houſe, and from thence 
carried, with great funeral pomp, to Weſtminſter- 
Abbey, where it was interred : but the tears of his 
countrymen were the moſt honourable panegyric on 
his memory f. 

The 
* Hiſtory of England, Vol. VII. p. 2 58. 


+ Blake was deſcended from a conſiderable family in 
Somerſetſhire. His father, Mr. Humphrey Blake, was a 
Spaniſh merchant, Who having acquired a handſome for- 
tune for thoſe times, choſe to refide where his family had 
been long ſettled, and purchaſed an eſtate in the vicinity of 
Bridgwater, Robert Blake, of whom we are now fpeaking, 
was the eldeſt of ſeveral ſons; he was boin in Auguſt 1598, 
and received the firft rudiments of his education at a free- 
ſchool in Bridgwater ; he afterwards removed to Oxford, 
when he was firſt entered of St. Alban's-Hall, and after- 
wards of Wadham-College, In this ſeminary of learning 
he continued ſeven years, He very early diſcovered a tem- 


per 
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Cruz, was the laſt ation of any conſequence which 
was performed during the war with Spain. The 
conduct of Cromwell in foreign affairs, was full of 

| vigour 
per of mind ſtrongly fixed and ſettled ; diſinclined to gene- 
ral and indiſcriminate intercourſe, his deportment ſavoured of 
moroſenets and ſpleen ; it was only to his particular intimates 
that he appeared ſoc al, and then he poſleſſed a particular 
vein of biting humour, His keeneſt ſatire was generally exer- 
Ciſed againſt courtiers and churchmen, which diſpoſition occa- 
fioned his aſſociates to be compoſed of ſuch as were attached 
to republican principles; and there can be little doubt but 
that he himſelf was ſtrongly inclined to that form of govern- 
ment. The regularity and prubity of his manners greatly 
recommended him to the virtuous part of mankind ; and his 
catholic ſpirit, which rendered him averſe to every ſpecies 
of perſecutioh, ehgaged the puritans to promote his eledt ion 
as a burgeſs for Bridgwater, in the parliament which ſat 
in April 1640 *. | | | | 

The diſagreement between the king and his parliament 
occaſioned the houſe to be diſſolved almoſt as ſoon as 
aſſembled, In the long parliament, which ſat ſoon after, 
he loſt his election. He was very early in arms againſt the 
king on the breaking out of the civil war, and preſently 
roſe to the command of a company of dragoons, and diſtin- 
ouiſhed himſelf for his undaunted ſpirit and addreſs, When 
prince Rupert laid ſiege to Briſtol, Blake commanded a 
{mall fort on the line, which he reſolutely defended after 
the city had capitulated. This conduct ſo exaſperated the 
victor, that he threatened to hang Blake for his obſtinacy'; 
many who were his friends interpoſed, and excuſed him on 
account of his inexperience in the rules obſerved in war; 
they had however much difficulty to perſuade Blake to ſur- 
render up the fort at laſt 4. 

He was afterwards employed in Somerſetſhire, where hz 
held the rank of a lieutenant-colonel under Popham, and 
whilſt there, ſurprized "Taunton, in conjunction with Sir 
Robert Pye; and in 1644 was appointed governor of that 
place, and defended it with an unparallelled firmneſs and 
conduct, azainſt ten thouſand of the king's troops com-, 


* Woeed's Faſti Oxonienſis, Vol. I. p. 204. Þ Clarendon, p- 681. 
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vigour and enterprize, and procured à reſpect to his 
country, which, ſince the reign of lizabeth, it ſeemed 
to have totally loſt. 'T he great mind o this ſucceſsful 
ulurper was intent on ſpreading the glory of the 
Inol{h 
manded by Goring ; for which ſignal fervice the parliament 
voted him five hundred pounds, In 1646 he reduced Dun- 
ſter-Caſtle, a ſeat belonging to the Luttrel family. 

Although he was attached to republican principles, yet 
he was far from appryuving of the violent meaſures which 
were adopted after the king's priſon became in the cuſtody 
of the parlament; and he is laid to have been greatly averſe 
to bringing Charles to the cffold. 

After the civil wer was ended, we find him, by a very 
ſingular and remark. ble tr.ntiiion, from a colone} of dia- 
goons become an admir.l, in which capacity we have followed 
him through all his ſplendid and gloricus atchievements. 

In the month of February 1051, Blake returning from 
his expedition againſt prince Rupert, fell in with a French 
man of war of forty puns, the commander of which he 
ordered on board his ſhip, and aixed him ii he Was willing 
to lay down his {word ? The other declared he was not, on 
which Blake bad him return to his hip, and fight it out as 
long as he was able, The Frenchman taok him at his 
word, fought his ſhip bravely for two hours, and then 
ſtriking, went again on board Blake's faip, and taking his 
{yord from his fide, firſt kiſſed, and then preſented it to the 
conqueror on his kner's, I his ſhip, with tour others of the 
ſame nation, the admiral ſent into England, and when he 
arrived there bhimſcif, the parhament voted him the thanks 
of their houle for his vigilance and valour, and appointed 
him a warden of the Cinque-Ports ; and, in the fame year, 
he was clected one of the council of ſtate, 

When the Dutch war broke out, Blake was appointed 
ſole general of the fleet for nine months; and when the 
conteſt concerning the honour of the flag, brought on an 
engagement between him 2ud Van Tromp in the Downs, 
the particulars of which huve been relates, Blake was in 
his cabin drinking with ſome of his officers, little expecting 
the rough ſalute which he received from the Dutch admiral, 
whole ſhot broke the windows of the ſhip, and ſhattered the 
ttern, This put our general into a violent paſſion; fo that 

Vo. II. | A a curling 
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Engliſh nation; and while he ſtruck mankind with 
aſtoniſhment at "kin extraordinary fortune, he ſeemed 
to enoble, inſtead of debaſe that people, whom he 
had reduced to ſubjection. It was his boaſt, that 

he 
curling his whiſkers, as he uſed to do when he was very 
angry, he gave orders to anſwer the Dutch in their own 
way, obſerving, that he tec rt very ill of Van Tromp, that he 
ſhould take his ſhip for a bawdj-hauje, and break his windows, 

He is one of the molt remarkable inſtances that our hil- 
tory furniſhes, of a commander acting under a ſtrong im- 
prefizon of religious principles. When he ſat about any 
important enterprize, his cuſtom was, to cauſe a ſolemn 
fait to be obſerved throughout his fleet, to implore the bleſ- 
ſing of heaven on their arms. So vigilant was he againſt 
the Dutch, that the merchant-ſhips of that nation fucn 
thought, that attempting to paſs through the Channel, even 
under convoy of their men of war, was too hazardous an 
undertaking : they therefore generally put into ſome French 
post, and there unloaded their veſſels, tranſporting their 
cargoes, at a very heavy expence, and with great loſs of 
time, over-land to Holland. 

It is not a little remarkable, how a man, whoſe whole 

conduct was ſo uniformly governed by principle, ſhould 
take ſo active a part in ſuch meaſures of government, as were 
about this time adopted ; particularly the unwarrantable at- 
tack on the Spaniards in their weſtern ſettlements, without 
any ſufficient provocation having been given on their part, 
and without a previous declaration of war on ours ; but 1t 
ſeems, that he ſatisfied his conſcience on this head, by the 
conſideration, that it was his buſineſs, as an officer, to act 
faithfully in his ſtation, and to diſcharge his duty to his coun- 
try, whatever irreg ularities there might be in the councils at 
home: to enforce this doctrine, he would often ſay among 
his officers, that /tate affuirs are not our province, but 1: 
we are bound ts keep foreigners from fooling us, 
* Thee principles rendered him ayrecableto all parties, and 
gained him fo generally the reputation of a patriot, that 
when Cromwell, in his new model of a parliament, allowed 
the town of Bridgwater the right of ſending one repreſenta- 
tive only, Blake was choſen to that truſt, He was alio very 
accepteble to the protector, though he was far from being 
his creature ; for Cromwell knew, that in principle he _ 
ett ache 
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he would render the name of an Engliſhman as 
much ered, and revered, as ever was that of a 
Roman ; and as his couatrymen found ſome reality 
in thcſe pretenſions, their natural vanity being grati- 

fied, 


attached to a commonwealth form of government, for which 
realon he touk care to employ him abroad as much as poſfible, 


to prevent his opp ing NS arbitrary me? Tur res at home; be- 


ing well aſturcd, that Biuke's ſolicitude for the glc ry « of 
Eng! land, would engage him to do his utmoſt for the advance- 
ment of it; and chat the mot:ves ON which he acied, would 
{timulate him to more ilivſtrious actions, than other men 
could be excited to, by views of inicre't or amb.tion®, 

Of the deftruction of the {hips in the hai bour of Tunis 
we have gen n account page 173. This action was one 
of the moſt gallant ver ere at ſca; and Blake gives 
the following account oi it, in a letter to ſecretary I hurloe, 
dated April 17, 1655. 

« Thecext moruiiigy very early, we entered with the fleet 
into the ha bur, and anchored before their cables, the Lord 
being plat. to favour us with a gentle gaiv of the fea, 
which caſt all the fnoke upon them, and made our work 
the more Cay; tor atter ſome hours ditpute we ſet on fire 
ali their ſhips, in number nine, and the ſame frvuurable 
gale {till} continuing, we retreated out again i'.to nt road, 

It is remarkable "that ſhort? y after our wet: ing Frith, the 
wind and wearher changed, and contmut very ftormy for 
n-ary days, fo that we could not have effected the bun (+, 
had not the Lord afforded that nick of tine in which it was 
done And nov lee nz! 't hath pcafe 0 C3 ail fc ig. MW {0 
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of inte inen. 1 confeſs, that in contempl. ITh+ 211 thereof, 
and ſone ſtdemmg ambiguity in ty inſtructions (e which 
I gave you a hint in my laſt) I did à Waile much kefitate 
myielt, and was balanced 1 my thoughc. until the bar= 
barous Catriage of thoſe pirates did tuiy the ſcale. i have 
ſent a net tect account of the whole buſineſs vnto Sir 
Thomas Benciſh at Conſtantinople by the commander of 


the Merchants Deilicht, of London, which was then, by 
* Clarendon, Þ. 681, | 
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fied, made them bear with more patience all the 
indignities and calamities under which they inter- 
nally labor ered “. It mutt allo be acknowledged 
that the Prot tector in his civil and domeſtic admint- 


ſtration 
* Hume's Hiſt. of England, Vol. VII. p. 2 59. 


frovidence, in the road of Goletta, You will alſo herewith 


receive copies of all the particular p-flages between us. 

We arc even now ſetting ſail to go for Algier, that being 
the only place in the Streights that can afford us any Con- 
ſiderable ſupply of bread and fleſh if they will; otherwiſe 
we are likely to be brought into great neceſſity, being diſ- 
appointed of the hope we had out of England, according 
to en offer made us long ago by the committioners at White- 
ha!l*.” 

Blake obliged Tripoli and the Knights of Malta to make 
ſatisfaction 400 a the piracies con minted by their ſhips on 
he Engliſh mei hartan. The effects which he received 
from them, and the Juniſians end Alzerines, filled ſixteen 
Nip: . u hic! he ſent home, and they failed up the Thames 
in proce ſſion, af ording a vrateſul proſpect to the people, 
who I'incd the banks on the occaſion. 

He ajterwearus viſited Algiers, for relief of the fleet, 
of which he thus writes to the Protector, „ We had a 
good effect of our deſites there, having received a ſeaſonable 
and cempetent ſuptly of victuals; and to the terms of the 
former peace, in which the Engliſh were only concerned, 
there wes added an article in favour of the Scots and Ir. if 
like iſe, as your highneſs may be informed by a paper 
which at that time was ſent from the king and Diven of 
that place unto your bigbneſs when therr importunitp.“ 
Thin ne proceeds to tell Cromwell, that for his not re- 
turning an enfwer to their letter, nor oppuinting a reſident 
wake) „ the Alverines were in a great aptneſs to break the 
peace My humble requeſt therefore to your highnels js, 
that you will be pleaſed, as far as your weighty affairs will 
admit, to take this buſineſs into your confideration, and 
(it 5:ur wiſdom ſhall judge it convenient) vouchſafe a 
wird cj aiifwer to the paper from the King and Divan, 

ch 1 humbly leave to your Highneſs's prudence and 
Salts } humbly crave your Bighnels's pardon for this 


* Thu:!oe's State Papers, Vol III. p. 390, 


my 
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ſtrati;n diſplayed as great regard both to juſtice and 
clemency, as bis uſurped authority, derived from 
no law, and founded only on the ſword, could poſſibly 
admit. All the chief officers in the courts of judi- 

| cature 


my importunity, and to take it as proceeding from a ſincere 
aftection to the good of the nation, and to the ſeryice of 
your Highneſs, unto which 1 fland firmly devoted, and 
ſhall endeavour as much as God ſhall enable me, to the 
hazard of all that is dear to me in this world, to give real 
manifettations, that I am what I deſire to be accounted, 


Your Highneſſes moſt humble, 
Abcard the Naſeby, in And obcdient ſervant, 
Caſcais Riad, the 19th ROBERT BLAKE, 


of une, 1656. 


T ae glory he acquired by accompliſhing the bold deſign 
of burning the Spaniſh flota in the harbour of Santa Cruz, 
is rendered ſtill more ſplendid, by the rigid adherence which 
he ſhewed to ſtrict and impartial juitice in a very trying 
ciicumfſtance, His brother, captain Benjamin Blake, for 
whom he had a very tender affection, was guilty of fone 
miſdemeanor in that action, for which he was, by ſentence 
from Blake, removed from his ſhip, and the command of it 
given to another *. 

To this inſtance of ſteady adherence to diſcipline we are 
enabled to add a proof of his inflexible juſtice, when his 
natur.l affections were even more deeply intereſted in warp- 
ing the judgment, The ſtory has not happened to come to 
the knowledue of Blake's former biographers, but is 
preſerved by tradition in the neighbourhood of Bridgewater, 
and has been communicated to the author through a chan— 
nel that makes the fact unqueftionable, One of our admiral's 
brothers who was in the ſea-ſervice, happened to have a 
quariel with another officer, who was of inferior rank, 
Whilſt the fleet lay in the Downs; in conſequence of which 
a duel was fought, and captain Blake was killed by his anta- 
goniſt. The news being immediately conveycd to the 
admiral, then on board his ſhip, he ordered the offender 
before him, nd with a ſteady ſelt-poſſeſſion heard the evi- 
gence which was delivered concerning the cauſe of the 


+ Lives, Engliſh ang foreign, Vol. II. p. 121. 
Guaitel, 


199 NAVAL HISTORY [Book III. 


cature were filled by men of integrity: amidit the 

virulence of fact! on, the decrees of tie judges were 
upright and impartial; and to every man but him- 
ſelf, and to himſclf, except where neceſſity required 


the 
quarrel, and the officer's defence, when being fully con- 
vinced thereby that his brother was the aggreſſor, he diſ- 
charged the priſvncr with a pathetic admonition to avoid iuch 
unhapp y contentions in future, During the whole exami- 
nation Blake betrayed none of the feelings of a brother, 
but no ſooner was the cauſe dif .nifled aud the attendants 
gone, than he gave vent to his ſtrong emotions, and beating 
his breaſt in an agony of gtiet, as he walked about the 
cabin, he repeatedly exclaimed, © dicd my brother as a 
fool dieth!“ 

Such noble juſtances of impartiality could not fail to 
produce the beſt effects on the minds of all thoic who ſerved 
under him; and 1t is not ſurprizing, that prodigies of 
valour were performed by men ſo ſtrictiy awed into the per- 
formance of their duty. 

The death of this truly great man has been already re- 
lated. His funeral was conducted with all poſſidle ſtate 
and magnificence, and the body depoſited in a new vault, 
bui:t on purpoſe in Henry the Seventh's Chapel. Ar ihe 
reitoration, @ 2encre! order was given to the dean and chap- 
ter of Weſtminft ter, to cauſe ſuch bodies as had been interred 
In that chu:ch during the troubles, to be removed ; in com- 
plian cc with which, the body of this great admiral was re- 
meved from the Abbey, and buried 1n the church- yard. 

Notwithſtanding the active part which Blake tek againſt 
the king, yet thoſe of the party which were fiyled cavaliers, 
or royalifis, are not wanting in their commendations of him. 
The earl of Clarendon deicribes him, as „ the firſt man 
who declined the (id track, and made it manifeſt, that a 
knowledge of Ica-affairs might be gained in leſs time than 
Vas mag ned; and who deſpiſed thoſe rules which had been 
L0Lg in practice, to keep ſhi;;s and their crews out of danger, 
which had been held in former tin es a proof of great {Kill 
al. d ability; as if the principal art requiſite in a captain of 
« ſip had been io take caic of coming heme ſafe, He was 
the 114k man who brought fhips to contemn caſtles on ſhore, 
Which had cver been confidered as very formidable, but he 
diſcovcted that they mace a noiſe only, and irightened rue 

no 
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the contrary, the law was the great rule of conduct 
and behaviour “. | 

Cromwell, to give the greater appearance of 
Juſtice to his uſurpation, was reſolved to govern by 
parliament, yet by ſuch a parliament alon »s he 
could controul. He aſſembled a houfe of commons 
and diſſolved it at pleaſure ; the houſe of Lords was 
entirely rejected. Ever active, vigilant, and reſo- 
lute, he diſcovered every conſpiracy againſt his per- 
ſon, and every inſurrection among the prople, be— 
fore they took effect. He had the addrels to prevail 
upon his parliament to make him an offer of the 
crown, merely to have the ſeeming magninimiry of 
refuſing it, and thus to confirm his real power. 

His private life was no }:{s worthy our obſerva— 
tion; he lived obſcurely in the palace aſſigned for 
his habitation, without pomp, without iuzury, 
When he ſent his fon Henry into Ireland, he al- 
lowed him but one ſervant in his retinue, Is 

* Hume's Hiſt. of England, Vol. VII. p. 2 59. 
who could rarely be hurt by them. He w.s tne fiilt that 
infuſed that proportion of courage into ſcamen, by thewing 
them experimentally, what mighty things they could do if 
they were reſolved, and taught them to fight in fire 55 well 
as upon water; and though he bath been very wee! imitated 
and followed, he was the firit that gave the example of that 
kind of naval courage, and bold and refolute achicyes 
ments” *. DoCtor Bate, in drawing his character ſays, 


(7% 
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& He was a man deſerving praiſe even from an enemy. 
Being advanced to a command at ſea, be ſubdued the Scilly 
iſles near home, and having attained the office 219 command 
of an admiral, performed things worthy of immortal me— 
mory abroad; for he humbled the pride of France, reduced 
Portugal to reaſon, broke the naval force of Holland, and 
drove them to the ſhelter of their ports: ſuppreſſed the rovers 
of Barbary, and twice triumphed over Spain. Alone blames 
able in this, that he comylicd wich the parricides . Wood 
alſo in his Faſti Oxonienſis & ſpeaks of him as ** a man 
wholly devoted to his country's ſervice, refolute inunder- 
takings, and moſt ſ.ithiul in the performance of them: 
with him valour ſeldom miſſed its reward, nor cowardice its 
puniſhment,” 
S$ Clarendon, p. 681, 1 Elenchus Motuum, p. 323. § Vol. I. p. 204. 
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manners were naturally auſtere, and he preſerved 
the dignity and diſtance of his character in the 
midſt of the coariſeſt familiarity. He was cruel 
from policy, juſt and tempera:e from inclination ; 
laborious and exact in all his defigns; without elo- 
quence he had the talent of perſuad ng; and with- 
out {incerity the art of making ſincere adherents, 

Yer, notwithſtanding this conduct, which con- 
tributed to render him truly formidable at home, he 
was, af.er a few years reign, become truly milerable 
to himſelf. He knew that he was deteſted by every 
party in the kingdom, he knew the fierce ſpirit of 
the people whom he had made ſlaves ; ; and he was 
inceſſantiy haunted by the terrors of an aſſaſſination. 
He wore armour unter his cloaths, and always kept 
a loaded Pot in ni pocket; bis aſpect became 
cloudy, and he regarded every ſtranger with a glance 
of timid ſuſpicion. A tertian agus came at laſt to 
deliver him from a life of horror and miſery. He 
died at Whitehall, after having faintly nominated 
his ſon Richard Cromwell as his ſucceſſor. 

The death of Cromwell was generally conſidered 
as making way for ſome ſignal revolution, and every 
one expected that the dis sjointed and unwieldy body, 
which his powerful arm alone had upheld and ſup- 
ported, would now inſtantly fall. Richard Crom- 
well, though deſtined to ſucceed his father, had nei- 
ther been initiated into the myſteries of government, 
nor poſſeſſed a mind calculated to conduct the af- 
fairs of a great nation: he had received a circum- 
{cribea education in the country; where he had 
contracted a fondneſs for unambitious privacy: as 


he had never been trained to arms, ſo was he un- 


known to thoſe officers of the army, who had for 
ſome time dictated to the people the man whom 
they ſhould nominate for their ruler. Notwith- 
ſtanding all theſe circumſtances public affairs did 
not immediately take that turn which was appre- 
hended. The council recognized the ſucceſſion of 


Richard, gruera) Fleetwood, who had married a 
davghter 
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daughter of the late protector, renounced all claim 
or pretenſion to the vacant dignity, although it was 
ſuppoſed that Cromwell had formerly made a will 
in his favour. Henry Cromwell, the brother of 
Richard, who governed Ireland with creat popula- 
rity, enſured him the obedience of that kingdom; 
General Monk, whoſe authority was well eitabliſhed 
in Scotland, immediately proclaimed the new pro- 
tector chere. Admiral Lawſon, who had ſucceeded 
Montagu in the command of the fleet, concurred 
in the ſame meaſures, and the navy followed the 
example of its head; and what was of ſtill more 
eſſential conſequence, the army was diſpoſed the 
ſame way. More than ninety addreſſes were pre- 
ſented to Richard from the counties and moſt con- 
ſiderable corporations, congratulating him on his 
acceſſion, and ſtrongly profeſſing their allegiance, 
Foreign miniſters transferred to him the reſpect they 
had paid his father; and Richard Cromwell, whoſe 
placid mind rendered him free from the tur- 
moils of ambition, was led to accept the rich 
inheritance which the general voice conferred upon 
him. 

None but determined and vigorous minds can 
ſettle and ſubjugate the boiſterous rage of party to 
a compliance with their wiſhes and their views. 
Even the conſummate addreſs of Oliver himſelf, 
would ſcarcely have been capable of ſupporting, 
for many years longer, that power which he had ac- 
quired by the ſubverſion of every valuable privilege 
which the people had claimed from their kings, 
and bravely fought for. he influence of novel 
opinions will be powerful for a while, but mult ſoon 
yield to the empire of common ſenſe, which, though 
frequently ſubverted, is ſure at jength to gain the 
aſcendency. Richard Cromwell policifed none of 
thoſe arts which were requiſite to gain an enthuſt- 
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aſtic army. He had been but a ſhort time inveſted 
with that authority, for which he poſſeſſed no one 
quality but probity of heart, before the turbulent 
military grew diſcontented at ſome promotions 
which he had made. *© Would you have me,” 
ſaid he, prefer none but the godly ? Here is Dick 
Ingoldſby, who can ncither pray nor preach, yet 
will I truſt him before ye all *.” This levity of 
diſcourſe gave great offence. Lambert, a man of 
conliderable influence, was a fomenter of theſe diſ- 
contents, inſomuch that ſome of the protector's 
adherents propoled to him, the putting an end to 
thoſe intrigues, by the death of Lambert; upon 
which Kichard, too good to force himſelf into 
greatneſs, expreſſed his utter abhorrence of the de- 
ſign, and declared he would never acquire power by 
ſuch ſanguinary and unwarrantable acts. 

The new parliament, which had been aſſembled 
on the acceſſion of Richard, could not patiently 
bear the arbitrary mandates of the military; an open 
rupture ſooa broke out between the army and the 
repreſentatives of the people, and in this concuſ- 
ſion of the ſtate, Richard Cromwell choſe to re- 
ſign his authority. Henry, the deputy of Ireland, 
was endowed with the ſame moderate diſpoſition 
as his brother Richard, but poſſeſſed more vi- 
gour and capacity ; his ambition however did not 
lead him to enter into a doubtful conteſt for power, 
he therefore threw up his command, and retired 
to England. ES 

« Thus fell,” ſays Mr. Hume, “ ſuddenly, and 
from an enormous height, but by a- rare fortune, 
without any hurt or injury, the family of the Crom- 
wells. Richard continued to poſſeſs an eſtate which 


* Ludlow's Memoirs. 
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was moderate and burdened too with a large debt, 
which he had contracted for the interment of his 
father. After the reſtoration, though he remained 
unmoleſted, he thought proper to travel for ſome 
years ; and at Fezenas in Languedoc, he was in- 
troduced, under a borrowed name, to the prince 
of Conti. That prince, talking of the affairs of 
England, broke out into admiration of Cromwell's 
courage and capacity; but as for that poor, pitiful 
fellow, Richard, ſaid be, what has become of him? 
How could he be ſuch a blockhead as to reap no 
greater benefit from his father's crimes and ſucceſſes! 
Richard extended his peaceful and quiet life to an 
extreme old age, and lived to the latter end of 
queen Anne's reign. His ſocial virtues, more valu- 
able than the greateſt capacity, met with a recom- 
pence more precious than no:ly fame, and more 
ſuitable, contentment and tranquillity * 

The milirary power ſoon gained the ſuperiority 
over the civil on the removal of the protector, 
who, whilit in authority, had lent his feeble aid to 
the parliament. I heſe ſtateſmen of the ſword de- 
termined to replace the Rump parliament which 
had beheaded Charles, and which Oliver Cromwell 
had ſo ignominiouſly diſmiſſed. 

One of the firſt ſteps taken by this parliament 
was, to pull down the power of that very ar. ay, 
which had juſt now inveſted them with their autho— 
rity. They new-modelled a parc of the forces, 
caſhiered ſuch oftiicers as they feared, and placed 
others in their room. Theſe atteinpts however did 
not paſs without vigorous eforts in the principal 
oificers who were at London t 0; >pole them. 'i hey 
held ſeveral conferences together to ſtrengthen 
their power, and leſſen thai of their oppoſers. 


* Hiſtory of England, Vol. ViI. p. 298. 
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They at length came to the uſual reſource of theſe 
turbulent times; they firſt preſented a ſeditious pe- 
tition, and, upon finding it rejected, conducted by 
general Lamber t, they entered the houſe, excluded 
the members, diſſolved the parliament by their 
own authority, and formed a council of ten to pro— 
vide for the ſafety of the commonwealth. During 
theſe tranſactions, general Monk was at the head of 
twelve thouſand veterans in Scotland. In the 
anarchy and confuſion which then prevailed, he 
ſeemed agitated by different deſigns, between loy- 
alty to his king, ambition to advance himſelf, and 
the apprehenſions he was under from the governing 
part of the nation; his loyalty at length prevailed ; 
he reſolved to reſtore the royal family, but to uſe 
all the precautions that were requiſite for their 
ſafety, and his own. He ſoon had an opportunity 
of embarraſſing the affairs of the nation ſtill more, 
to prepare the way for the' meditated revolution, 
The officers, now formed into a council of ten, 
had ſent to treat with him; he conſented to a nego- 
tiation only in order to gain time; and after a treaty 
had been actually ſigned by thoſe he employed in 
this buſineſs, he refuled to ratify it upon frivolous 
pretences. The depoſed parliament, finding that 
Monk had difapproved of the proceedings of the 
officers at London, were reſolved to avail them- 
ſelves of his np, in order to be reinſtated in 
their former auth ority; ; and ſent him a private com- 
miſſion, appointin g him commander in chief of all 
the forces in England, Scotland, and Ireland. He 
now therefore refolved to march towards London, 

and upon his approach, the officers who had de- 
poſed the Parliament found themſelves almoſt de- 
ſerted, and at length compelled ro reſign the au- 
thority they had uſurped. When be reached Sr. 
Alban's, be ſent a letter to the houſe, deſ ring that 
the 


Cray. III.] or GREAT BRITAIN, 197 


the city of London ſhould be cleared of all other 
tioops to accommodate thoſe at the head of which 
he was approaching. This demand awakened the 
ſuſpicion of the parliament, but they were reluc- 
tantly obliged to comply. He entered London in 
triumph, at the head of his army, and repaired to 
the council of ſtate, but refuſed to take the oath of 
abjuration, ſhrewdly obſerving, that the fewer oaths 
were taken, the cleaner would the conſciences be. 
He next examined his officers, and, having ſecured 
their concurrence, he reſtored thoſe members ta 
the parliament, which had been ſecluded fo long as 
before the trial of the king. 

The independents, who had voted for the trial 
of Charles, were now greatly outnumbered ; and it 
was ſoon ſcen that the royal party was likely to 
prevail. The republicans, who, though they hated 
a protector, ſtill more feared the royal reſentment, 
endeavoured to perſuade Monk to aſſume the love- 
reign power, in imitation of Cromwell. He re- 
jected their advice, and in the mean time gave the 
king private intimations of his deligns, new-mo- 
delled the army, quelled an incipient inſurrection, 
and prepared all things for his reitoration. 

Nothing now was wanting, but the authority and 
conſent of a free parliament, to ſettle the fluctu- 
ating conſtitution. On the 25th of April, 16Go, 
the new parliament met in both houſes, after the 
manner of their anceſtors. They immediately 
voted that the government ought to be veſted in a 
king, lords, and commons. On the Sth of May 
Charles II. was proclaimed in London; on the 26th 
he arrived at Dover; on the 29th he paſſed on to 
Whitehall, through an innumerable multitude of 
people who rent the air with their acclamations. 
The wretched kingdom, long torn with faction, and 
oppreſſed by its own ſtruggles for freedom, once 
more began to reſpire, 


The 


199 NAVAL HISTORY [Boox II! 
The king's reſtoration was greatly farthered by 
the aſſiſtance which the fleet lent to the royal cauſe, 
As ſoon as Monk's deſign of bringing back the 
royal fugitive began to ripen, he procured Mon- 
tagu to be appointed high admiral, who was well 
diſpoſed to that re-eſtabliſhment. On the 4th of 
April 1660, he publicly declared his principles to 
the fleet, which he found generally inclined to con- 
cur in them; immediately upon which he ſailed, 
unauthoriſed, to the coaſt of Holland, and taking 
the king on board, returned with him to England. 


Before we cloſe this chapter, it will be neceſſary 
to take a retroſpective view of ſuch matters as re- 
late to trade and commerce, during the time of 
which 1t treats. 

In the year 1635 the Jews found means to per- 
ſuade Cromwell to re-admit them to ſettle in Eng- 
land, although the long parliament had before re- 
fuſed it. It was now three hundred and ſixty-five 
years ſince their expulſion by Edward the Firſt . 
Cromwell was induced hereto by the repreſenta- 
tions which theſe people made to him of the extra- 
ordinary benefits which commerce would derive 
thereby. Menaſſah Ben Ifrael, an eminent Jew, 
who ſtyled himſelf a divine, and a doctor of phyſic, 
addreſſed the protector and commonwealth in be- 
half of his people; he ſtated, that allowing them 
an aſylum in England, would increaſe the public 
revenue one hundred thouiand pounds per annum; 
in oppoſition to this the famous Prynn, and ſcveral 
others, publiſhed treatiſes. 

We learn from Scobel, that the whole charge of 
the public in 1656 in England, was fixed at one 
million three hundred thouſand pounds ; of which 
revenue a million was appropriated for the ſupport 


7 See Vol. I. P. 102. 
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of the army and navy; the other three hundred 
thouſand pounds was expended on the civil govern- 
ment“. No part of this ſum was raiſed by a land- 
tax. The chief taxes in England during the com- 
monwealth were, the monthly aſſeſſments, the ex- 
ciſe, and the cuſtoms. The aſſeſſments in Scotland 
were ſometimes ten thouſand pounds a month, com- 
monly ſix thouſand. Thoſe on Ireland were nine 
thouſand. The exciſe, during the civil wars, was 
levied on bread, fleſh-meat, as well as beer, ale, 
ſtrong waters, and many other commodities. After 
the civil wars were ended, bread and fleſh meat 
were exempted from exciſe, The cuſtoms on ex- 
portation were lowered in 1056; Cromwell, the next 
year, farmed both cuſtoms and exciſe for eleven 
hundred thouſand pounds, a greater ſum than they 
had ever produced beforef. Mr. Hume ſuppoſes 
the whole of the taxes, during that period, might, 
at a medium, amount to two millions a year ; a ſum 
which, though moderate, much exceeded the re- 
venue of any former king. The ſame writer ſtates 
the revenue of Charles I. from 1637 to the meeting 
of the long parliament, to be, on an average of 
each year, nine hundred thouſand pounds, of which 
two hundred thouſand pounds may be called il- 
legal J. 

61 15 commerce and induſtry of England increaſed 
extremely during the peaceable part of Charles's 
reign; the trade to the Eaſt- Indies, and to Guinea, 
became conſiderable. The Engliſh poſſeſſed al- 
moſt the ſole trade with Spain. Twenty thouſand 
cloths were annually ſent to Turkey. The civil 
wars and convulſions, whilſt they continued, greatly 
obſtructed the progreſs of commerce; but it ſoon 


* cScobel's Acts and Ordinances of Parliament, cap. 6. Thur. 
Ioe's State Papers, Vol. VI. p. 425. 1 Hiſtory of England, 
Vol. VII. p. 338. 
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began to flow with freedom upon the eſtabliſh m en 
of the commonwealth. The war with the Dutch, 
by diſtreſſing the trade of ſo formidable a rival, 
ferved to encourage trade in England; the Spaniſh 
war was, to an equal degree, pernicious: all the 
effects of the Engliſh merchants, to an immenſe 
value, being confiſcated in Spain, and that king- 
dom being ſupplied with the merchandize which it 
conſumed from other ſtates. The prevalence of 
democratical principles engaged the country gentle- 
men to bind their ſons apprentices to merchants 
and manufacturers ; and trade and merchandize has, 
ever fince, been more honourable profeſſions in 
England, than in any other European kingdom. 
The excluſive companies, which formerly confined 
trade, were never expreſsly aboliſhed by any ordi- 
nance of parliament during the commonwealth ; 
but as men paid no regard to the prerogative, whence 
the charters of theſe companies were derived, the 
monopoly was gradually invaded, and commerce in- 
creaſed by the increaſe of liberty“. 

Before the commencement of the civil wars, the 
Englifn Eaſt- India Company are ſaid to have em- 
ployed fifteen thouſand tons of ſhipping ; but aſl- 
terwards that trade greatly declined; and from the 
year 1653 to i657, a Kind of open trade was carried 
on from England to the ecalt, which greatly affected 
the merchants who traded on the joint ſtock. In 
what manner this free trade benefited thoſe who 
embarked in it is not certainly handed down to us. 
Some maintain, that during thoſe four years, when 
the Eaſt-India trade was laid open, the commodi- 
ties brought from India were ſold ſo cheap that the 
FE-nelifh ſupplied more parts of Europe, and even 
Amſte;dam itſelf therewith, than they ever did 


#* Humc's Hiſt. ef England, Vol. VII. p. 340. 
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afterwards, whereby they very much ſunk the Dutch 
Eaſt-India Company's actions. On the other hand 
it is aſſerted, and pretty generally believed, that 
even the ſeparate traders themſelves were loſers in 
the end, and by their want of authority and power, 
traded with the natives to a great diladvantage. 

In the year 1653 the poſtage in England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland, was farmed for ten thouſand 
pounds yearly ; by this ſettlement {ſingle letters car- 
ried as far as eighty miles, paid two-pence, and 
double ones four-pence ; beyond eighty miles three 
pence, and double ones ſ1x-pence. 

About this time coals from Newcaſtle were uſu- 
ally fold at above twenty ſhillings the chaldron in 
London, and more than nine hundred fail of ſhips 
were employed in that trade. 1hree hundred and 
twenty keels, or lighters, were ſuppoſed to be em- 
ployed at Newcaſtle, each of which carried yearly 
eight hundred chaldrons of coals, Newcattle mea- 
ſure, on board the ſhips; one hundred and thirty-ſix 
of ſuch chaldrons of coals are reckoned equal to 
two hundred and ſeventeen chaldrons of London 
meaſure. The conſumption of this article of fuel, 
ſuppoling the calculation to be accurately made, 
amounted, in the year 1655, to ſixty-nine thoutand 
four hundred and forty chaldron of London mea- 
ſure “. 

Very ſoon after the peace between England and 
Holland was ratified, the Dutch Weſt-India Com- 
pany diſpoſſeſſed the Swedes of a colony which they 
had ſettled in North-America, having purchaſed 
it of the natives : this acquiſition, which the 
Swediſh reſident in Holland ſolicited the reſtitution 
of in vain, they named New- Netherlands, and 
is the ſame as the Engliſh have lince called New- 

* England's Grievance diſcovered, in relation to the Coa]-trade, pub. 
liſhed in 1655. + Thurlce's State Papers, VoI. V. p. 81. 
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York. Some affirm, that James the Firſt granted 
to the ſtates of Holland, an iſland on that coaſt, as 
a watering-place for their Weſt-India fleets, which 
was thereupon called Staten, or Staten-Iſland “. 

In the year 1658, cardinal Mazarine was in- 
formed that the court of Spain, with a view to de- 
tach Cromwell from the intereſt of France, and to 
terminate the difference between England and 
Spain, had propoſed to aſſiſt him in the conqueſt 
of Calais for England; to counteract this deſign, 
he convinced the protector of the ſuperior advan- 
tage which the poſſeſſion of Dunkirk would render 
to England; whereupon Sir Wilham Lockhart, 
Cromwell's ambaſſador at the court of France, 
ſigned a convention with that miniſter, whereby it 
was ſtipulated, that Dunkirk, Mardyke, and Gra- 
velins, ſhould be attacked by the combined armies 
of France and England, and when taken, ſhould 
be put into the proteCtor's hands. That ſame ſum- 
mer it was taken, and delivered up agreeably to the 
treaty. Voltaire informs us, that Mazarine endea- 
voured to evade the treaty, when he became poſ- 
ſeed of the place; at which Lockhart was incenſed, 
and threatened; and brought Italian .chicane te 
yield to Engliſh poſitiveneſs f. This acquifition was 
regarded by the protector, only as the means of 
acquiring farther conqueſts. He was reſolved to 
concert meaſures with the French court, for the final 
conqueſt and partition of the Low Countries. vir 
William "Temple ſays, his view was to wreſt Calais 
from the French, as he had Dunkirk from the Spa- 
niards; but death put a top to theſe ſchemes, 
which ever they were. The Dutch were extremely 
alarmed at the Ergliſh being now n-afters of both 
ſides of the Channel; and the Trench court ſoon 

See Page 18. o+ Siecle de Louis, Voi. 1, is *6. 
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ſaw how dangerous Dunkirk would prove in any 
other hands than their own, and more eſpecially in 
__ Pp Omer on of England. 

- firſt introduction of the ſugar-cane into the 
En 0 Wett-India ſettlements, is ſaid to be in 


the gcar 1641, when they were brought from Fer- 
nambucg, in the Braſils, and planted | in Barbadoes, 
where they proved ſucceſsful, after ſome years cul- 
tiyation. "The value of land on that iſland increaſed 


rap: Hy, when this branch of trade came to be in- 
FFOGUCEA there; a plantation of five hundred acres, 
which before might have been purchaſed for four 
indred pounds ſterling, in a few years after was 
1ppoled to be worth four:een thouſand pounds. 
By the cultivation of the ſugar-cine, ma any fortunes 
were rapidly made; ſo that men cariying a few 
hundred pwunds with them there, in a few years 
have amaſſed one hundred thouſand pounds ſterling“. 
Such ſucccis encouraged many people to go there 
from England; the merchants at home fitted cut 
more ſhips, and freighted them with proviſions, 
tools, cloathing, and all other neceſſaries, in ex- 
change for which they received the produce of the 
ſand; and this bang the firſt of our colonies 
which adopted the plantation of fugar, it greatly 
haſtened the improvement of the other Carribhee 
iſlands, which ſoon followed the example of Barba- 
does in planting the ſugar-cane, is very great 
advantage. As it was not poſſible to cultivate this 
commodiry by white people in ſo hot a climate, fo 
neither were they ſufficiently numerous for ſuch 
purpoſes; neceſſity therefore, and the example of 
Portugal, gave birth to the ſlave trade, from the 
coaſt of Guinea, The increaſed population in 
thoſe iſlands ſoon created a vaſt demand for all ne- 
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ceſſaries fron England, and alſo a new and conſi- 
derable trade to Madeira for wines. The mother- 
country, at this time, laid ao reſtraints on this in- 
fant trade, but for ſeveral years it remained open to 
all nations. After the reſtoration, indeed, the par- 
liament obſerving tne great detriment which the 
kingdom ſuffered by ſuch an open trade, reſtrained 
it to natives of England, by ſeveral acts of naviga- 
tion ; whereby the ports of London and Briſtol be- 
came the great marts for ſugar, and from thence the 
northern and middle parts of Europe were ſupplied. 
This reduced the Portugal ſugars of Braſil, in a ſhort 
time, ſo low, as from eight pounds to two pounds 
ten ſhillings per hundred weight; and in this proſ- 
perous ſtate the trade remained until the French, in 
their turn, ſo greatly improved their ſugar-iſlands, 
as to be able to underſe] us in moſt parts of 
Europe “. 


Dr. Charles Davenant gives us the entire coinage 
of England, for a century of years, viz. 1558 to 


1659, which he took from the regiſters of the 
royal mint. 


GOL Do CoinNE  D. 


£5 
In queen Elizabeth's reign, — 1,200,000 
In king James the Firſt's — 300.000 
about 


In king Charles the Firſt's reign, 1,723,000 


— 


Total gold coined, /. 3,7 23,000 


® Anderſen on Commerce, Vol. II. p. 72, 
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S'11.Y2k Cin n . 
"i 
In queen Elizabeth's reign, — 4,532,992 
In king James the Firſt's reign, — 1,700,000 


In king Charles the Firſt's reign, 8,776, 544 
By the parliament and Cromwell, 1,000,000 
Total ſilver coined, — 16,109,476 
Total gold coined, — 3723, 00 


Total of the coinage in eb 
from 1558 to 1659, | e 


The ſame author conjectures, that in the year 
1600, our gold and ſilver coin together, did not 
exceed four millions; and that at the time he wrote, 


(1711) there were twelve millions of gold and ſilver 
coin in circulation “. 
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Reſtoration of Charles the Second —Miniſtry ſettled — 


Houſes of Lords and Commons form a Parliament — 
Royal Revenue fettled— Navigation Act. Trial and 
Execution of the Rigicides—Epiſcopacy reftered— 
AA of Uniformity—The King's Marriage—The 
Earl of Sandwich ſent againſt Algiers—Dunkirk 


ſold to the French he King ruled by the Ducheſs of 


Cleveland —7he C Zony of Carolina granted by 
Charter Var with the Dutch Sir Robert H e 


fent againſt them Engl iſn Hamburg Fleet captured 


— Nevat S Victory gained by the Engliſh—Dutch 
Eaſt-India ee, attacked at Ber ghen— Condat of 
the Kings of Denmark, France, and Spain Mar 
with France — P! gue in London Sea igt of four 
Daxs—Sir George Ayſcue's Shi ip e 
Hugagement - Deſcent upon the Je of Ulie under Sir 
Robert Holme. ire of London—Treaty of Peace 
at Breda—Di/afeer at Chatham Diſgrace aud Ba- 
nijnment of Claceadon—Facreaſed Power of France 
Rep rige League Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle—gSir 
Thomas Allen ſent agaiuſt the Algerines—T he Mi- 
air Aiſtis b bd by "the Nane of Cabal—Charles 
eferts his Tr e Alliance aud leagues with France 
l ence of the Ducheſs of Portſmouth— Affairs of 
ire and.. 2765 Maniſacte, ;y brought into England 
(a ementary Regulations reſpetiing Royal Charters 
—L. *CLOGUET h ut—Suſpenſion of the Na vigation 

i — Attack upon the Dutch Smyrna Fleet—Third 
War 
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Nur with the Dutch France joins England ag 
Holland Battle of Solbay, in which the Karl e 
Sandwich is flain— Progreſs of Louis XIV. in his 
Congueji of Holland Marriage of the Prince of 
Orange with the Princeſs Mary—Peace of Nime- 
guen—New Parliament—Exc/uſion Bill — Hlabeas 
Corpus At — Origin of the Appellation of Whig and 
Tory—Riſe of the Colony of Pennſylvania— Rye- 
bouje Plot—Death of Charles II. Regulations re- 
ſpecting Log-wood—French Proteſtants ſettle in 
England en the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes 
Yearly Expence of the Navy Commerce carried on 
with France—Tangier deftrozed—The Lady Anne 
married to Prince George of Denmark. 


HARLES the Second was in the thirtieth 
year of his age when he took poſſeſſion of the 
throne. The misfortunes which he had ſuffered 
during his long and painful exile, now itrongly ex- 


cited the compaſſion of the nation in his favour; it 


had likwiſe givea him ſuch an opportunity of cul- 
tivating his natural talents, as an uninterrupted 
courſe of proſperity would not have afforded him. 
But, unhappily for the nation which he goverred, 
Charles was too volatile to be wiſe ; he had too much 
wit for a ſtateſman, and was too diſſipated for a king. 
Theſe capital defects were however only to be diſ- 
covered by his future condutt, and no prince ever 


poſſeſſed the external requiſites for gaining eſteem in 


greater perfection. Eaſy, polite, and lively in his 
converſation and addreſs; theſe engaging manners 
he had acquired by living among his courtiers du- 
ring his exile, rather on the footing of a compa- 
nion, than a monarch. The firſt object that en- 
groſſed the King's attention after his reſtoration, 

Was 
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was the choice of his council, into which, though 
it chiefly conſiſted of zealous royaliſts, he, from 
political views, admitted ſome chiefs of the preſby- 
terian party, Monk was created duke of Albe- 
marle, and admiral Montagu earl of Sandwich. 
The king ſhifted the burden of public buſineſs, in a 
good meaſure, from his own ſhoulders, on thoſe 
of his brother the duke of York, who was an inde- 
fatigable drudge, with a very circumſcribed ca- 
pacity; he was proud, vindictive, arbitrary, and 
bigotted to the Roman catholic religion, which he 
had embraced during his exile. The king himſelf 
is faid to have been a convert to that perſuaſion, 
though this was a circumſtance he carefully con- 
cealed ; and indeed he ſeemed to laugh at all forms 
of religion. 

The aſſembly of lords and commons were now 
called“ The Convention,” until the king, on the 
third day aſter his arrival, went to the upper houſe, 
and ſending for the commons, paſſed an act, where- 
upon it was declared a parliament. A bill of in- 
demnity was immediately framed, in which only 
forty-nine perſons, who had fat in judgment on the 
late king, were excluded from that general pardon 
which was granted thereby. 

When Charles gave his aſſent to this act, he paſſed 
another, confirming all the judiciary proceedings 
during the civil war; a third for levying a capita- 
tion-tax, to pay the fleet and army; a fourth fixing 
the rate of intereſt for money at fix per cent. and 
a fifth, ordaining that the anniverſary of his reſto- 
ration ſhould be obſerved as a perpetual holiday. 
1 he parliament then proceeded to vote the king a 
revenue of one million two hundred thouſand 
pounds a year, a greater ſum than any Engliſh mo- 
narch had ever hefore enjoyed; the duties of ton- 


nage and poundage were ſettled ; and, in the oy 
leſlion, 
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ſeſſion, an act paſſed for the general encouragement 
and increaſe of ſhipping and navigation, which 
gave a legal ſanction to a ſimilar act paſſed by the 
parliament. 

During the adjournment of parliament, the king 
appointed commiſſioners to proceed upon the trials 


of the rigicides; the number of whom, including 


the officers of the court, and others immediately 
concerned therein, amounted at firſt to ninety. Of 
theſe twenty-five were dead; twenty-nine had fled 
the kingdom; ſeven were conlidered as proper ob- 
jects of the King's mercy; twenty-nine received 
ſentence of death, nineteen of whom were reprieved 
during the king's pleaſure, becauſe they had ſur— 
rendered themſelves according to proclamation. 
Ihe ten appointed to immediate execution, were 
Harriſon, Carew, Coke, Peters, Scot, Clement, 
Scrope, Jones, Hacker, and Axtel. Scrope had 
come in upon the. king's proclamation. General 
Harriſon, when brought to his trial with great 
courage, and elevation of ſentiment, told the court, 
that the pretended crime of which he ſtood ac- 
cuſed, was not a deed done in a corner; the found 
of it had gone forth to moſt nations, and in the 
ſingular and marvellous conduct of it had chiefly 
appeared the ſovereign power of heaven. hat he 
himſelf, agitated by doubts, had often, with pal- 
ſionate tears, offered up his addreſſes to the divine 
majeſty, and earneſtly ſought for light and convic- 
tion: he had ſtil received aſſurance of a heavenly 
lanction, and returned from theſe devout ſupplica- 
tions with more ſerene tranquillity and ſatisfaction, 
That all nations upon earth were, in the eyes 
of their Creator, leſs than a drop of water in the 
bucket; nor were their erroneous judgments aught 
but darkneſs, compared with divine illuminations. 
1 hat theſe frequent illapſes of the divine ſpirit, he 
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could not ſuſpect to be intereſted illuſions; ſince he 
was conſcious, that for no temporal advantage, 
would he offer injury to the pooreſt man or woman 
that trod upon the earth. That all the alluremenc; 
of ambition, or all the terrors of impriſonment, 
had not been able, during the uſurpation of Crom- 
well, to ſhake his ſteady reſolution, or bend him 
to a compliance with that deceitful tyrant; that 
when 1nvited by him to fit on the right hand of the 
throne ; when offered riches, ſplendor, and domi- 
nion, he had diſdainfully rejected all temptations, 
and ſhighting the tears of his friends and family, 
had ſtill, through every danger, held faſt his prin- 
ciples, and his integrity *. All thoſe who ſuffered 
on this account, bore their fate, not merely with 
fortitude, but with the ſpirit and confidence of 
martyrs, who ſuftered for having done their duty. 
Some circumſtances of ſcandalous barbarity attended 
their deaths. The executioner, not content with 
performing his bloody office, added inſult to the 
tortures he inflicted ; whilſt the ſufferers, to a man, 
thanked God for being permitted to die for his 
cauſe, and braved the fury of their adverſaries with 
manly contempt. Harriſon's entrails were torn 
out, and thrown into a fire, whilſt he was yet alive: 
huis head was fixed upon the ſledge that drew Coke 
and Peters to the place of execution, with the face 
turned towards them. The executioner having 
mangled Coke, approached Peters, beſmeared with 
the blood of his friend, and aſked him inſultingly, 
how he liked that work? Peters eyed him with diſ- 
gain, ſaying, © You have butchered a ſervant of 
God in my fight; but I defy your cruelty.” 

The parliament likewiſe ordered the bodies of 
Cromwell, Ireton, Bradſhaw, and Pride, to be taken 
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out of their graves, dragged through the ſtreets to 
Tyburn; and there to be hung a whole day. After 
which they were taken down, and buried under the 
gallows. 

The monarchy of England being now re-eſta- 
bliſhed, the ſettlement of the church preſently 
ſucceeded. During the receſs of patliament, the 
king publiſhed a proclamation on the ſubject of re- 
ligion, directed a certain number of eccleſiaſtics to 
review and alter the liturgy, but compelled no one 
to conform to the rites of the church. Nine of the 
old biſhops, who were all that remained alive, were 
reſtored to their dioceſes. But though the biſhops 
were reſtored to their ſpiritual authority, they were 
ſtill excluded from thetr ſeats in parliament, by a 
law which had been paſſed by the late king, juſt 
before the breaking out of the civil wars; but ſoon 
after, this act was repealed, and theſe eccleſiaſtical 


lords reinſtated in all their ancient privileges and 


honours. | 

It was now feared, that the tide of loyalty would 
bear down all the former mounds of freedom ; the 
parliament ſeemed to concur in all the deſigns of 
the court, and even to anticipate its wiſhes. Du- 
ring the time that the parliament and the protectors 
governed the kingdom, all magiſtrates that were 
ſuſpected of diſaffection, had been expelled the cor- 
porations; and none had been admitted, who gave 
not proofs of affection to the ruling powers, or who 


refuſed to ſubſcribe the covenant. I he parliament 


now took a different courſe; they empowered the 
king to appoint commiſſioners for regulating the 
corporations, and expelling ſuch magiſtrates as 
either intruded themſelves by violence, or poſſeſſed 


principles dangerous to the conſtitution, civil, and 


eccleſiaſtical. It was allo enacted, that all magiſ- 
trates ſhould diſclaim the obiigation of the covenant 
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and ſhould declare, both their belief that it was 
not lawful, upon any pretence whatſoever, to reſiſt 
the king, and their abhorrence of the traiteroug 
poſition of taking arms, by the king's authority, 
againſt his perſon, or againſt thoſe who were com- 
miſſioned by him. 

The moderation which had at firſt been ſhewn to 
thoſe who difſented from epiſcopacy, ſoon began 
to be laid aſide, and a rigorous ſpirit of intollerance 
ſucceeded it. A bill was brought into parliament, 
to proſecute the quakers for refuling to take oaths in 
courts of judicature; which was ſoon followed by 
another, eſtabliſhing uniformity in public worſhip, 
and in the adminiſtration of the ſacraments. By 
this ſtatute which began to be in force on St. Bar- 
tholomew's day 1662, every miniſter was obliged 
to conform to the worſhip of the church of Eng- 
land, according to the book of Common Prayer 
lately reviſed, and to ſign a declaration approving 
of that ritual; to take the oath of canonical obe- 
dience, adjure the ſolemn league and covenant,. and 
acknowledge his deteſtation of the principle of 
taking vp arms againſt the king, or thoſe acting by 
his commiſſion, on any pretence whatſoever. The 
parliament gave a farther proof of their zeal to the 
king, by voting an annual tax of two ſhillings upon 
every hearth, to his majeſty and his ſucceſſors : 
this impoſition, joined to that of tonnage and 
poundage, the exciſe, and duty upon merchandize, 
augmented his revenue to a much greater ſum than 
had ever been granted to any of his predeceſſors. 

A treaty of marriage having been concluded be- 
tween Charles, and the Infanta Catharine of Por- 
tugal, with whom he was to receive a portion of 
three hundred thouſand pounds, the Iſland of Bom- 
bay in the Eaſt-Indies, and the city of 'L angier 
in Africa, a fleet was ſent, under the command of 
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the earl of Sandwich, to bring over the queen, and 
to take poſſeſſion of '1 angiers. Beſides theſe avowed 
purpoſes for which this armament was ſent out, it 
was farther deſigned to chaſtiſe the Algerine cor- 
ſairs, for their infraction of the treaty entered into 
with Blake. With this deſign, the earl appeared 
with his fleet before Algiers, the 29th of July, 1661, 
and ſent an officer to the dey with a letter from the 
king, accompanied with one from himſelf, Theſe 
remonſtrances, and this armament, made no im- 
preſſion on that ſtate. Ir ſeemed even to ſet the 
Engliſh admiral, and his force, at defiance, by 
putting the port and caſtles in the beſt ſtate of 
defence. Sandwich hereupon atternpted to ſer fire 
to the ſhips in the harbour, but the wind being un- 
favourable to the attempt, after a furious canno- 
nading on both ſides, without any eſſential hurt 
being done to either, the Engliſh admiral thought 
fit to deſiſt ; and leaving Sir John Lawſon to cruiſe, 
with a ſtrong ſquadron, off the harbour, to protect 
the Engliſh trade, and harraſs the enemy, he failed, 
with the reſt of- his fleet, for Liſbon. The vigi- 
lance of Lawſon on this ſtation annoyed the Alge- 
rines more than the attack upon their port; for ſo 
many of their ſhips were taken, that they were at 
laſt compelled to conclude a peace with Great- 
Britain, and to give up all right of ſearching its 
ſhips ; but this treaty, like the former one, was not 
long obſerved *. 

Though the crown was now firmly fixed on the 
head of Charles, yet thoſe who had formerly adhered 
to his intereſts, even in the molt perilous times, 
and who had made the great»ſt ſacrifices by their 
adherence to the cauſe of loyalty, were ſuffered 
10 pine in obſcurity and indigence, Charles 


, Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, | 
Was 


214 NAVAL HISTORY [Book It: 


was too profligate to be grateful ; his pleaſures, his 
flatterers, and his concubines, engroſſed all his at- 
tention, and exhauſted his finances. The un- 
happy cavaliers murmured without redreſs ; he 
fled from their gloomy expoſtulations, to mirth, 
riot, and feſtivity: In ſhort, the whole kingdom 
had caught the contagion of the court, and ſeemed 
now to be converted into a theatre of debauchery, 
as it had before been made a ſcene of blood. The 
independents were no longer important: the preſby- 
terians were laid under ſevere reſtraints. The hor- 
rors of the late war furniſhed matter for ſportive 
raillery ; the formality and the hypocriſy of ſecta- 
ries were diſplayed upon the ſtage, and even laughed 
at in the pulpit. The king had no religion; and 
though he permitted the perſecution of ſectaries, it 

was merely from political motives. | 
Eagerly as the Engliſh parliament ſeemed to court 
the favour of their prince, the Scotch were till 
more ſanguine in their expreſſions of attachment : 
had Charles been a politic and active monarch, he 
might now have become an abſolute one; but he 
difcarded matters of ftate for ſcenes of revelry. 
Norwithſtanding the liberal proviſioa which the par- 
lament had made for their king, ſtill his prodiga- 
lity rendered him indigent; and inſtead of defiring 
an aſcendency over his parliament, he was content 
to be dependent on their bounty. His prodigality, 
his libertiniſm, and the familiarity with which he 
permitted himſelf to. be treated by his ſubjects, 
ſoon began to alter their ſentiments from a vene- 
ration for royalty, to a contempt of his perſon and 
adminiſtration ; and this was preſently increaſed, by 
a ſhameful ſacrifice ofthe intereſt of the nation for his 
private advantage. In conſideration of five millions 
of livres, (about two hundred and nineteen thouſand 
pounds ſterling) he delivered up to Louis XIV. of 
France, 
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France, the town and port of Dunkirk ; and like- 
wiſe the fort of Mardyke, together with all the ar- 
tillery, arms, ammunition, &c. The excuſe which 
Charles gave to his parliament for his conduct was, 
that as it had been ſurrendered to Cromwell, an 
uſurper, he had a right to diſpoſe of it as he 
pleaſed. This deſtructive bargain was concluded 
at London, by the count D'Eſtrades, on the ſide 
of France, and the earl of Clarendon, chancel- 
lor, the earl of Southampton, lord-treaſurer, the 
duke of Albemarle, and the earl of Sandwich, who 
had receiyed a commiſſion from the king for that 
purpoſe. The latter of theſe noblemen at firſt pro- 
3 the abſolute demolition of Dunkirk, and the 

Illing up and deſtroying its harbour, in ſuch a man- 
ner, as to render it for ever uſeleſs; but this was 
not inſiſted on in the farther proſecution of the bu- 
ſineſs. No ſooner had the French king taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of this important place, than he employed 
thirty thouſand men to work upon the fortifications, 
on the ſide towards the land, as well as thoſe to the 
ſea: he likewiſe formed, between the town and 
citadel, a large baſon, capable of receiving thirty 
ſhips of war; ſo that, ſays Voltaire, this place be- 
came a terror to the Engliſh, almoſt as ſoon as they 
had fold it“. | 

The king's marriage had laid no ſort of reſtraint 
on his indiſcriminate amours; his queen, though 
a virtuous princeſs, could never gain the affection 
of her huſband ; he had been captivated by her 
portion, and having ſecured that, was quite indif- 
ferent to her perſon. At this time his favourite miſ- 
treſs was Mrs. Palmer, whom he afterwards created 
ducheſs of Cleveland; a woman prodigal, rapa- 
cious, diſſolute, violent, and revengeful f. She 
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entertained a ſtrong diſlike to Clarendon, who was 


a man too tenacious of the dignity of his own cha- 
racter to pay his court to this haughty wanton, 
Out of revenge for ſuch neglect of the miniſter, ſhe 
exerted a] her influence with the king to under- 
mine this his truſty ſervant; and in the attempt ſhe 
was ſo ſucceſsful as to lay the foundation of his after 
diſgrace. 

About this time Charles granted a charter to eight 
noblemen and gentlemen, of the noble colony of 
Carolina, which remained to that time unplanted, 
although, in the year 1629, ſome efforts had been 
made from England for that purpoſe. The limits 
deſcribed in this firſt charter were, from the thirty 
fixth degree of north latitude, being the ſouthern 
extremity of Virginia, to the thirty firſt degree, or 
the ſouth end of modern Georgia, along the Atlan- 
tic Ocean; and ſtretching weſtward, without limita- 
tion, to the South Seas. This land, which the 
king, in his charter, declares to be a part of hi: 
dominions in America, he grants them in abſolutc 
propriety, with ail royal mines, fiſheries, &c. pay- 
ing a quit-rent of twenty marks yearly. 

in the month of April 1664, the houſe of com- 
mons having taken into conſideration the obſtaci-; 
to the trade of the nation, voted, that the wrongs, 
indignities, and affronts offered by the Dutch in 
the Fait and Weſt-Indies, as well as on the coal: 
of Africa, to the ſubjects of England, had, in 2 
great meaſure, obſtructed the trade of the nation. 
They thereupon farther voted, that his majeſty 
thould be entreated to procure reparation for thoſe 
wrongs, and take meaſures for preventing ſuch in. 
juries ſor the future; ſor which purpoſe the two 
houſes would affitt him to their utmoſt, againſt al; 
oppolers. This was a prelude to a war with Hol- 
land, vpon which the king had been for ſome tne 

determine, 
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determined, as he fought an opportunity of ſpend- 
ing upon his pleatures, a part of thoſe ſums which 
ſhould be granted him by parliament for the ſup- 
port of a fleet and army. The charges alledged 
againſt the Dutch were extremely frivolous ; they 
were accuſed of having taken Ingliſh ſhips in the 
Eaſt-Incies; but they pleaded that thoſe ſhips had 
been employed 1n carrying on a clandeſtine trade, 
and the States had actually depoſited a ſum of mo- 
ney, exceeding the value of them, until the Eng- 
Iiſh court of Admiralty could determine the merits 
of the cauſe: ſo that it is plain, the war did not 
owe its origin to ſuch cauſes, I here were yet other 
conſiderations beſides the poverty of the crown, 
which concurred in producing this rupture with 
Holland. Charles delighted in ſhip building, and 
was ambitious of equipping a navy that ſhould 
give law to all the maritime ſtates in Europe; the 
duke of York ardently withed for an opportunity 
to diſplay his courage and {kill in his department of 
lord high - admiral againſt the Dutch, whom he 
hated ; not only for the republican principles which 
they entertained, but as being a principal ſupport 
to the pro: eltant religion; the trading part oi the 
nation looked upon che Dutch as their moſt dan- 
gerous rivals in commerce; and the Royal African 
Company, at the head of which was the duke of 
York, had been thwarted by theſe Hollanders, in 
their deſigns of fixing ſettlements to promote and 
ſerve their trade on the coaſt of Guinea * 

Hoſtilities broke out between theſe two rival 
powers in Africa and America, without any formal 
declaration of war on either ſide. Sir Robert 
Holmes was ſent out with a fleet to the coaſt of 
Africa, where he diſpoſſeſſed tne Dutch of ſeveral 
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forts near Cape Verd; but all theſe poſſeſſions De 
Ruyter the Dutch admiral, the year after, re-took. 
The Engliſh admiral erected a new fort at the mouth 
of the river Gambia, which he named James-fort ; 
this is ſtill poſſeſſed by the Engliſh. 

Theſe aftions ſerved to exaſperate the two 
ſtates, and to precipitate a war, which, accord- 
ingly was declared by the Dutch in January, and 
by the Engliſh in February 1664-5. Great pre- 

arations were made for war; the city of Lon- 
don lent the king one hundred thouſand pounds, 
and when he repreſented that ſum as inadequate to the 
purpoſes it was meant to ſerve, they readily advanced 
a like ſum. A great fleet was fitted out under the 
command of the duke of York, prince Rupert, 
and the earl of Sandwich, which failing over to the 
coaſts of Holland, ſtruck an univerſal terror into 
the Dutch; notwithſtanding they alſo had aſſem- 
bled a capital fleet under their admiral Opdam, but 
they dared not put to ſea with it, and face the Eng- 
Iih. | While their harbours were thus blocked up, 
a great part of their fleet from Bourdeaux, in it: 
way home, fell into the hands of the Engliſh, who, 
in a few weeks, took above one hundred and thirty 
of their merchant-thips *. About this time a Dutch 
feet, richly laden, from Smyrna, was attacked 
near Cadiz, by vice admiral Allen, with nine men 
of war and frigates The Dutch force conſiſted 
in forty merchant-ſhips, large, and well provided 
with ordnance, and four third-rate men of war. 
In the engagement the Dutch commodore, Brackcl, 


was killed, and four of the richeſt ſhips taken; one 


of which afterwards foundered at ſea. The reſt 
were forced into the bay of Cadiz, where they were, 
for ſome time, blocked up. fo 9 LF 
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After the grand fleet of England had laid on the 
coaſt of Holland for a month, a violent ſtorm ſo 
ſhattered it, as to force it into port to refit. 
The Dutch availed themſelves of this opportunity 
to proceed to ſea, in ſeven ſquadrons; Opdam ba- 
ron de Waſlenaer, commanded the firſt, which was 
compoſed of fourteen men of war, and two fire- 
ſhips; John Everts commanded the ſecond, which 
was equal in force; the third was led by admiral 
Cortenaer, and conſiſted of fourteen men of war, 
and one fire-ſhip ; the fourth was under Stillinguert, 
compoſed likewiſe of fourteen men of war, and a 
fire-thip; the fifth conducted by Van Tromp, ſon 
of the brave and memorable admiral of that name, 
with ſixteen men of war, and two fire-ſhips ; the 
fixth, under Cornelius Everts, conſiſted of fourteen 
men of war, and a fire-ſhip; the laſt, commanded 
by Schram, in which were ſixteen men of war, and 
two fire-ſhips; in all, one hundred and three men 
of war, eleven fire ſhips, together with ſeven 
yachts. The Engliſh fleet conſiſted of one hundred 
and fourteen fail of men of war and frigates, twenty- 


eight fire-ſhips and ketches, and had about twenty- 


two thouſand ſeamen and ſoldiers on board, The 
whole was commanded by the duke of York, as 
lord high-admiral; prince Rupert was vice admiral 
of the white, and the earl of Sandwich of the blue. 

Soon after the Dutch fleet had put to ſea, they 
fell in with the Engliſh Hamburgh fleet, which ſup- 
poſing the duke of York, with his fleet, to be (till 
on their ſtation, ſell into the hands of the Dutch, 
together with their convoy; the value of the Whole 
was eſtimated at two hundred thouſand pounds. 

The duke, highiy incenſed at this loſs, reſolved 
to revenge it on the enemy; and, with a view to 
bring them to an engagement, welghed anchor 
from Solebay, the 1it of June. The Engliſh fleet 
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was divided into three ſquadrons ; the firſt, under 
the red flag, was commanded by the duke himſelf, 
aſſiſted by the admirals Penn and Lawſon ; the ſe— 
cond, being the white ſquadron, was under the 
conduct of prince Rupert, aſſiſted by Minns and 
Sampſon; and the third, which was the blue ſqua- 
dron, was under the command of the earl of Sand- 
wich, who had with him Cuttins, and Sir George 
Ayſcue. They got fight of the Dutch fleet the ſame 
day, not far from Harwich; but the wind being 
ſoutherly, and the next morning fouth-weſt, they 
retired before our flect to the mouth of the Maeſc: 

from thence Opdam ſent an expreſs to the States, 
giving the reaſon for his retreat, and informing 
them, that he did not judge ir proper to fall upon 
the Engliſh, while they had the advantage of the 
wind. In anſwer to which the States ſent him poſi- 
tive orders, to engage at all cents“ 

Opdam reſolved to obey the orders of his maſters, 
though contrary to the opinion and advice of moſt of 
his officers, and his own opinion. ] am,” ſaid he, 
(on hearing the judgment of a council of war) 
« entirely in your ſentiment, but here are my orders. 
Tomorrow my head ſhall be bound with laurel, or 
with cypreſs T.” And in this diſpoſition he advanced 
towards the Engliſh fleet. 

This memorable battle began on the zd of June, 
at three in the morning, and \ was {urioufly lupportcd 
on both fides till noon, without any material ad- 
vantage gained by either. The earl of Sandwich, 
with the blue ſquadron, firſt gave a turn to the für- 
tune of the day, by falling into the center of the 
Dutch Rect, and ſeparating it into two parts. I lis 
threw the enemy into ſuch confulion as brought on 
a general flight, Meanwhile the duke of York, 
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in the Royal Charles, a ſhip of eighty guns, and 
admiral Opdam, in the Eeendracht, of eighty-f ur 
guns, were cloſely engaged. The fight continued 
for ſome hours with great obſtinacy, during which 
the duke was expoſed to imminent danger. he earl 
of Falmouth, the lord Muſkerry, and Mr. Boyle, 
jecond ſon to the earl of Burl ng.on, were all killed 
by his fide, by the ſame chain ſhor, and were ſa 
near the duke at the time, that he was covered 
with their blood and brains; and the Dutch writers 
ſay, that a ſplinter of Mr. Boyle's ſkull wounded 
him in the hand. In the heat of this deſperate ac- 
tion the Dutch admiral blew up, and of five hun- 
dred men, among which were a great number of 
volunteers of the beſt families in Holland, only 
five were ſaved. Soon after this fatal ſtroke to the 
Dutch, four of their choiceſt ſnips, from ſixty ta 
forty guns, ran foul of each other, and were ſet on 
fire, and conſumed by one fire-ſhip; three ſtill 
larger men of war ſoon after ſhared the ſame fate 
by the ſame means. The Grange, a ſhip of ſeventy- 
five guns, after a moſt gallant defence, was alſo 
burnt, with four hundred men on board, by cap- 
tain Smith of the Mary. By this time the whole 
Dutch fleet ſeemed to be but one blaze, pnd the 
cries of ſo many miſerable wretches, who were pe- 
riſhing either by fire or water, forced the moſt in- 
flexible to pity. Ihe Engliſh rendered all the aſ- 
ſiſtance in their power to their vanquiſhed enemy, 
while, with redoubled fury, they aſſailed the reſt. 
Iwo of the Dutch vice-admirals, Stellingaert and 
Cortenaer, were killed. Their {hips bearing out 
oi the line without itriking their flags, on the deaths 
of their commanders, drew many after them; ſo 
that by eight at night, Tromp, who ſtill bravely 
maintained the fight, and that even whilſt retreat- 
ing, had not above thirty ſhips to ſupport om 

is 
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This was the moſt ſignal victery the Engliſh ever 
gained, and the ſevereſt blow the Dutch ever felt 
at ſea, The Dutch are reckoned to have had 
eighteen ſhips taken, and fourteen ſunk in the action, 
belides ſuch as were ſunk and blown up: they loſt 
ſix thouſand men, upwards of two thouſand of whom 
were made priſoners, ſixteen of which were cap- 
rains. On the ſide of the Engliſh only one ſhip 
was loſt; the Charity, of forty-ſix guns: no more 
than two hundted and fifty men were killed, and 
about three hundred and forty wounded ; but many 
of high rank fell in this action, beſides thoſe already 
named; ſuch as the earls of Portland and Marlbo- 
rough, rear-admiral Sampſon, and vice-admiral 
Lawſon; the latter of whom died of a wound he 
received in his knee, although ke ſurvived the 
battle “. 

it is affirmed, and with ſome appearance of rea- 
ſon, that this victory might have been rendered 
more complete, had nor orders been iſſued to ſlack en 
fail by Brounker, an attendant upon the duke, 
whilſt his highneis flept, and who pretended autho- 
rity from his maſter. The duke diſclumed the 
orders, but Brounker was never ſufficiently pu— 
niſhed for his preſumption. Dutch writers exprets 
their aſtoniſhment, that the Engliſh did not puſh on 
their good fortune; and ſeem to acknowledge, that 
had they done fo, the whole Dutch fleet muſt have 
become their prey f. 1he duke of York failing 


back to England, left the fleet at anchor, and re- 


paired to London, where he was received amidit the 

acclamations of the people. The king ordered 
1 : 

a day of thankſziving to be obſerved all over Eng- 

land for this victory; and medals were ſtruck in 

honour of the duke of York, who thereupon be- 


* Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 443. „ Lediard's Naval 
Hinory p. 578. 


Came 


8 


FA ty ad wu „ „ a = 


— 


Ee e , AY «„ tans 


— © — — 82 A. 


„ OE... 


Cup. IV.] or GREAT BRITAIN, 223 


came the idol of the nation, and began to be re- 
ſpected as the preſumptive heir of the crown; for 
the queen was ſuppoſed barren, and almoſt totally 
neglected by her huſband. The king and council 
would not ſuffer the duke to expoſe his perſon to 
the danger of a ſecond engagement; whereupon 
the command of the fleet devolved upon the earl of 
Sandwich. 

The Dutch Turkey and India fleet, was now on 
its return; which choſe to take the northern route, in 
hopes of avoiding the Engliſh fleet under the ear] 
of Sandwich; which fleet, July the 5th, ſailed 
from Southwold Bay (into which they put after the 
engagement on the 3d of June, 1665) for the coaſt 
of Holland, with a deſign to intercept theſe mer- 
chant-ſhips when entering their ports. But they 
having intelligence at ſea, that it would be very 
difficult, if not impoſſible, to avoid the Engliſh 
navy, tool: ſhelter in the port of Berghen, in Nor- 
way“ . The port was not difficult of acceſs, being 
only covered by an old caſtle; the Daniſh governor 
aſſured the Dutch of all the protection in his power 
to give, and they were willing to contribute their 
ſtrength in aid of it. In order to this they landed 
forty- one pieces of cannon, which were diſpoſed 
on a line before the fort: then the Dutch drew 
another line croſs the bay, conſiſting of their largeſt 
ſhips; in this poſture they waited for the Engliſh. 
It was'not long before they appeared ; for the earl 
of Sandwich having advice of their being put into 
Berghen, had detached Sir Thomas Tyddiman, his 
rear-admiral, with fourteen fail of men of war, and 
three fire-ſhips, to attack them. This he performed 
with great courage, though the wind was againſt 
them, and the enemy made a prodigious fire from 
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the caſtle, the line, and the ſhips; ſo that at laſt he 
was forced to bear out of the bay; and this he per- 
formed without the lofs of a ſhip, though he had 
five or ſix very ill treated. 

The Dutch were thrown into the utmoſt conſter- 
nation by the defeat of their grand fleet, and de- 
manded of De Witt, who was the ſoul of their 
councils, to exert his military capacity, 1n order to 
ſupport the declining courage of his countrymen. 
He therefore went on board che fleet, wiiich he took 
under his command, and ſoon recovered his coun- 
try from the diforder into which they had been 
thrown. The genius of this man was of the moſt 
extenſive nature. tie quickly became as much 
maſter of naval affairs, as if he had been educated 
in them from his infancy; and he even made im- 
provements in ſome parts of pilotage and failing 
beyond what men, Expert in thoſe arts, had ever 
been able to attain*. Admiral De Ruyter had the 
command of this fleet, though De Witt was the 
main ſpring that gave motion to the whole. 

No ſooner was the Dutch fleet again ready for 
fea, than it proceeded to ſuccour their Eaſt-lndiz 
fleet, then lying at Berghen, and to bring it home in 
ſafery. The king of Denmark had acted a very 
extraordinary part in the quarrel between England 
and Holland. He made a ſecret agieement With 
Charles to ſeize all the Dutch ſhips in his harbours, 
and to ſhare the ſpoils with the Engliſh, provided 
they would aſſiſt him in executing this meaſure. 
In order to encreaſe his prey, he had perfidiouſly 
invited the Dutch to take ſhelter in his ports ; but 
we have ſeen the repulſe which the Englith received 
when they made their attack upon the Hollanders ; 
after which the Daniſh governor demanded of the 


+ RKume's Hiſt. of England, Vol. VII. p. 404. 
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Dutch one hundred thouſand crowns for the aſſiſ- 
tance he had given them in that affair; and threat- 
ened to fink them, if they attempted to fail with- 
out firit paying this debt. The arrival of De Ruy- 
ter's fleet before Berghen, lowered the tone of the 
governor, and the Dutch merchantmen were per— 
mitted to ſail without paying the ſum which had 
been before exacted. On their return to Holland 
the fleet was ſcattered by a ſtorm, which ſunk two 
fire-ſhips, and ſome of the merchantmen. The 
vice-admiral and rear admiral of the Eait-India fleet, 
ſhips of very great value, with four men of war, 
were taken by five Engliſh frigates, which the ſame 
ſtorm had ſeparated from the fleet to which they 
belonged; and ſoon after four Dutch men of war, 
two fire-ſhips, and thirty merchantmen, joined the 
Engliſh fleet inſtead of their own, and were cap- 
tured; which ended the operations of the year 
1665. 

Louis XIV. beheld, wich pleafure, the two ma- 
titime powers mutually deſtroying each other by 
the moſt obſtinate combats that were ever fought ; 
the only conſequences from which were, the weak- 
ening of both partics*. By the ſignal ſucceſſes 
which had attended the Engliſh arms on the ocean 
this year, France began to apprehend either the 
total ruin of Holland, or that the States would be 
obliged to accede to any peace which their con- 
querors might think fit to dictate. To prevent ei- 
ther of thele conſequences, the French court openly 
declared in favour of Holland. No ſooner was 
this ſtep taken, than every artifice was employed to 
rekindle the rage of party in England. "Thoſe of 
republican principles were ſecretly tampered with; 
and general Ludlow, who had fled his country to 


# Voltaire Siccle de Louis, chap. 6. 
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eſcape the fate of the regicides, was ſolicited to 
head an army deligned to dethrone the king ; Den- 
mark was alſo brought to declare in favour of the 
Dutch. | 

Charles endeavoured to counterbalance theſe con- 
federacies by acquiring new friends and allies, 
He ſent an extraordinary envoy into Spain, who 
met with a very cold reception at that court. Not- 


withſtanding that kingdom was funk into a ſtate of 


weakneſs, and was menaced with an invaſion from 
France, yet could not any motive prevail with Phi- 
lip to enter into a friendly alliance with England. 
The marriage of Charles with the Infanta of Por- 
tugal ; the detention of Jamaica and Tangiers ; the 
ſale of Dunkirk to the French; all theſe circum- 
ſtances ſunk ſo deep in the mind of the Spaniſh 
monarch, that no motive of intereſt was ſufficient 
to outweigh them. Bernard Van Ghalen, biſhop 
of Munſter, was the only ally that Charles could 
acquire. This prelate, who was a man of reſtleſs 
enterprize and ambition, had entertained a violent 
animoſity againſt the States; and he was eaſily en- 
gaged by a promiſe of ſublidies from Fngland, to 
make an incurſion on that republic. With a tu- 
multuary army of near twenty thouſand men, he 
invaded her territories, and met with weak reſiſ- 
tance. The land forces of the States were as feeble 
and ill-governed, as their fleets were gallant and 


formidable. But after his committing great ra- 


vages in ſeveral of the provinces, a ſtop was put to 
the progrefs of this warlike prelate. He wanted 
military {kill to enable him to improve the advan- 
tages which fortune had put into his hands. "The 
French king ſent a body of ſix thouſand men to 
oppoſe him; ſubſidies were not, regularly remitted 
him from England, and many of his troops deſerted 
for want of pay. The elector of Brandenburg 

threatened 
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threatened him with an invaſion in his own biſhopric ; 
and, thus circumſtanced, he was glad to conclude 
a peace under the mediation of France. On the 
firſt ſurmiſe of his intention, Sir William Temple 
was ſent from London with money to fix him in 
his former alliance, but found that he arrived too 
late © 

This aſpect of affairs filed the Dutch with hopes 
of retri-ving their miſcarriages, and cauſed an una- 
nimity in their councils, which greatly aſſiſted the 
operations of the war. "They conlidered the Eng- 
lin as the aggrefiors in this quarrel, and were 
thereby ſtimulated to revenge. The ſpirit of the 
Eng! th, on the other hand, was no ways funk at the 
proſpect of cheir accumulated enemies, and even 
though both natural and accidental calamities at 
the fame time, viſited them internally; a plague 
ravaged London, which ſwept off near one hundred 
thoufand of its inhabitants; and, ſoon after, the 
city was almoſt enrirely deſtroyed by a conflagra- 
tion, which raged for three days without inter- 
miftion . One advantage Fngland poſſeſſed in 
carrying on the war againſt her "confederated ene- 
mies from her ſituation, which enabled her to pre- 
vent the junction of their fleets; but no benefit 
was derived, in the iſſue, from this local ſuperi- 
ority. 

In the beginning of February, Charles returned 
to London, from whence he had haſtily departed 
on the appearance of the plague there. The com- 
mand of the naval armaments was now given to 
prince Rupert and the duke of Albemarle; the 
former, with a fleet of forty ſhips, ſailed in queſt of 
the duke of Beaufort, the French admiral, who 
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was ſaid to be at Belleifle, with thirty-ſix ſhips, de- 
ſigning to enter the Channel, and form a junction 
with the Dutch. Soon after the prince had carried 
off ſo conſiderable a part of the grand fleet of Eng- 
land. De Ruyter appeared between Neuport and 
Dunkirk, at the head of ſeventy-one ſail of che line, 
twelve frizates, thirteen fire-ſhips, and eight yachts; 
Evertzen and Tromp acting as inferior admirals. 
Albemarle, though greatly inferior in force, did not 
heſitate what to do, but bore down upon them with 
great gallantry, The Dutch captains were not at all 
backward to come into action, for many cut their 
cables, 1n order to engage. 

On the iſt day of June, 1666, the battle began 
with incredible fury. Tromp and after him De 
Ruyter, were obliged to ſhift their flags, becauſe 
their ſhips had ſuſtained ſuch damage they were in 
Canger of ſinking; one of their fleet was blown u 
and admiral Evertzen killed by a cannon ball. To 
counterbalance this, Sir William Berkley, who led 
the Engliſh van, was driven into the midſt of the 
enemy, where his ſhip being aſſailed on all ſides, 
was taken after a gallant reſiſtance, in which he was 
lain. One or two Engliſh ſhips were ſunk, not- 
withſtanding the valour and activity of Albemarle, 
who, though in the decline of life, fought with all 
the ardour and activity of a youthful warrior. Night 
parted the combatants, but next day, the weather 
Leing more moderate, the fight was renewed with 
increaſed fury. Van Tromp, having engaged him- 
ſelf too far within the Engliſh line, had well nigh 
been taken, but for the effectual ſupport which De 
Kuyter afforded him. Theſe two admirals were of 
oppoſite factions, and rivals for glory: they were 
inſpired with emulation, and fought with equal 
conduct and reſolution ; neither deſirous of building 
is own fame on the ruin of his rival. WAY 738 
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fate of the two fleets was thus ſuſpended, the Dutch 
received a reinforcement of ſixteen ſhips; at the 
fame time the Engliſh fleet was ſo ſhattered, as that 
no more than twenty-eight ſail remained fit for ler- 
vice. Albemarle was hereupon obliged to retreat 
towards his own coaits, whither the Dutch followed 
him, and, towards night, came up with him; bur 
a ſudden calm forced the irritated combatants to a 
ſuſpenſion of arms. In the morning of the third 
Jay: Albemarle, having made a previous diſpoſition, 
ſent the diſabled ſhips a-head, while he himſelf re- 
mained in the rear with thoſe that were ſtill capable 
of ſervice, ſo as to form a line aſtern occaſionally, 
for the reception of the purfuers. About two 
o'clock, when the Dutch were almoſt within gun- 
ſhot, the duke deſcried prince Rupert, and his 
ſquadron, to the ſouthward, (who had been deluded 
by a falſe report of the appearance of the French 
fleet, deſignedly thrown out) crowding all their ſails 
to come up with him, and immediately hauled 
upon a wind to join this reinforcement. Sir George 
Ayſcue, in a ſhip of one hundred guns, had the 
misfortune to ſtrike on the Galloper Sands, where 
he was ſurrounded and taken. The two Engliſh 
fleets having joined, prepared for another engage- 
ment, and che next morning bore down upon the 
Dutch, who waited for them with a determined 
firmneſs. ' A fourth battle enſued, which was main- 
tained with equal rage and deſperation on both ſides, 
and was continued until a thick ſog intervened, 
which prevented the farther continuance of the 
conflict. The Engliſh having ſuffered greatly, 

ſeized this opportunity to retire, with een nde 
iois. Both ſides however claimed the victory; but 
the Dutch mult be allowed to have borne away the 
wreath, although no glory was loſt by the parry 
which was worſted, The penſioner De Witt acknow- 


ledge, 
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ledged, upon this occaſion, © that if the Engliſh 
were beat, their defeat did them more honour than 
all their former victories; the Dutch fleet could 
never have been brought to engage after ſuch 
a fight as that on the firſt day, and he believed none 
but the Engliſh could; and all that the Dutch had 
diſcovered was, that Engliſhmen might be killed, 
an Engliſh ſhips burnt, but that Engliſh courage 
was Invincible “.“ 

The loſs ſuſtained by the Engliſh in thefe ſucceſ- 
five battles, which were the moſt terrible that had 
been fought in this war, or perhaps in any other, is 
computed at fixteen men of war, of which ten 
were ſunk, and (ix taken. In the laſt day's engage- 
ment fell the brave admiral Minnes, who though 
he had received a ſhot in the neck, ſtill kept upon 
deck, and iſſued out his orders for upwards of an 
hour, ſtopping the low of blood with his fingers ; 
till another ſhot pierced his throat, and deprived 
him of life. The Engliſh writers ſay, that the 
Dutch loſt fifteen men of war, twenty-one captains, 


and give thouſand men; themſelves own the loſs of 


nine ſhips, and that there was a prodigious ſlaughter 
of their ſeamenF. The loſs of men, which the 
Engliſh ſuſtained, was very conſiderable, though 
not equal to that of their enemy. The Dutch how- 
ever Compute it at between five and ſix thouſand, 
The duke of Albemarle was much blamed for his 
temerity and contempt in which he held the Dutch. 
He ſeems io have entertained the ſame ſentiment 
with Blake, who conſidered fighting as always to be 
preferred to running away, in a nation that claimed 
the dominion of the ſea; and if one or two in- 
ſtances bear hard upon this doctrine, yet it is ſurely 


* Wicquefort, Hiſt. des Provinces Unies, liv. XV. MS. Campbell's 
Lives cf the Admirals, Vol. II. p. 265. + Baſnage Annales des 
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right in the general, and has been produictve of 
the moſt happy conſequences. *© It is enough,” 

ſays Dr. Campbell, „that we live in cooler tines, 
when men may be heroes upon more moderate 
terms *.” 

The Dutch were firſt at fea after this action, and 
De Ruyter poſted himſelf at the month of the 
Thames. The Engliſh, under prince Rupert and 
Albemarle, were not Jong i in coming to the attack. 
The numbers of each fleet amounted to about e ghty 
fail; and the valour and experience of the com- 
manders, as well as of the ſeamen, rendered the 
engagement fierce and obſtinate. Sir Thomas Al- 
len, who commanded the white ſquadron of the 
Engliſh, attacked the Dutch van, which he entirely 
routed; and he killed the three admirals who com— 
manded it. Van Tromp engaged Sir Jeremy Smith; 
and during the heat of the action, he was ſeparated 
from De Ruyter and the main body, whether by 
accident or deſign was never certainly known. De 
Ruyter, with conduct and valour, maintained the 
combat againſt the main body of the Engliſh; and, 
though overpowered by numbers, kept his ſtation; 
till night ended the engagement. Next day, find- 
ing the Dutch fleet ſcattered and diſcouraged, his 
high ſpirit ſubmitted to a retreat, which yet he 
conducted with ſuch ſkill, as to render it equally 
honourable to himſelf, as the greateſt victory. Full 
of indignation, however, at yielding the ſuperior:ty 
to the enemy, he frequently exclaimed, * My God! 
« what a wretch am I' Among ſo many thouſand 
ce bullets, is there not one to put an end to my mi- 
« ferable life? One De Witte, his ſon-in-law, 
who ſtood near, exhorted him, ſince he fought death, 
to turn upon the Engliſh, and render bis life a dear 
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purchaſe to the victors. But De Ruyter eſteemed 
it more worthy a brave man to preſevere to the ut- 
termoſt, and, as long as poſſible, to render ſervice 
to his country. All that night and next day, the 
Engliſh preſſed upon the rear of the Dutch; and it 
was chiefly by the redoubled efforts of De Ruyter, 
that the latter ſaved themſelves in their harbours “. 
The Engliſh now rode inconteſtible maſters of 


the ſea, and inſulted the Dutch on their coaſts. The 


two great admirals of the States, De Ruyter and 
Van 1romp mutually accuſed each other of bein 
the cauſe of the defeat. "The Dutch are ſaid to have 
loſt twenty ſhips in this action; four of their admi- 
rals were killed, ſeveral captains, and near four 
thouſand private men. The Engliſh are ſaid to have 
loſt only one ſhip, the Reſolution, which was 
burnt ; three captains were killed, and only about 
three hundred private men. The populace in Hol- 
land had been made to believe, that the naval 
ſtrength of England had been effectually broken by 
the actions in June, and that the Dutch fleet would 
bear down all before it. Their conſternation therefore 
at this fatal reverſe, was increaſed in proportion to 
the degree that their hopes had been raiſed. Their 
rage received a yet farther increaſe by a new miſ- 
ſortune. 

On the 29th of July, the Engliſh fleet ſteered its 
courſe for the Ulie; but the wind being contrary, 
it did not make the il0and till the 7th of Auguſt. 
Being then come to an anchor, prince Rupert and 
the duke of Albemarle received intelligence, that, 
notwithſtanding there were very rich ſtore-houſes 
on the iſlands, and a large fleet of merchantmen 
lying between them; yet Ulie and Schelling were 
very indifferently guarded ; hereupon it was reſolved 
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to attack them forthwith *®. A council of flag of- 
ficers was called, in order to make the neceſſary diſ- 
poſitions for this great attempt. There it was deter- 
mined that three hundred men ſhould be drawn out 
of each ſquadron, two-thirds land, and one-third 
ſeamen, under nine captains;, and the whole to be 
executed under the command of Sir Robert Holmes, 
rear-admiral of the red; with whom went Sir Wil- 
liam Jennings, who, in caſe it was found ex; edient 
to attack both iſlands at once, was to command one 
diviſion. The ſhips appointed for this enterprize 
were five fourth, three fifth rates, five fire-ſhips, aud 
ſeven ketches. | 

On the 8th of Auguſt, about ſeven in the morn- 
ing, this ſquadron weighed, divided from the reſt 
of the fleet, and came to an anchor about a le:gue 
from the buoys, where they met the prince's pieaſure- 
boat, called the Fanfan, who had diſcovered in the 
harbour a conſiderable fleet of ſhips near the Ulie, 
which proved to be one hundred and ſeventy mer- 
chant-ſhips, the leaſt of which was not leſs than two 
hundred tons burthen, with two men of war, which 
had lately convoyed near an hundred of the ſaid ſhips. 
The whole were richly laden, 

Sir Robert Holmes conſidering, that if he ſhould 
proceed, as his deſign was, firit to attempt a de- 
icent on the land, that numerous fleet might pofli- 
bly pour in ſuch numbers of men, as might render 
their ſucceſs hazardous, reſolved to begin with the 
ſhips; accordingly, having ordered the Advice and 
the Hampſhire to lie without the buoys, he weighed 
with the reſt of the fleet; and the wind being 
contrary, he returned, with great difficulty, into 
Schelling road, where the Tyger came to anchor; 
and immediately Sir Robert went on board the 


* The Ulie is an iſland from which the Dutch fleets uſually fail to the 
Baltic; it has the Texel and Schelling on the north, 
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Fafan, and hoiſted his flag; upon which the offi- 


cers came on board him ; and there it was ordered, 
that the Pembroke which drew the leaſt water, 
with the five fire-ſhips, ſhould immediately fall in 
amongſt the enemy's fleet. Captain Brown, with 
his fire-ſhip, choſe, very bravely, to Jay the biggeſt 
man of war on board, and burnt it downright. 
Another fire-ſhip running up, at the ſame time, to 
the other man of war, their backing their ſails, eſ- 
caped the preſent execution of the fire-ſhip; but ſo 
as to run themſelves on ground, where the -ſhip was 
preſently taken by ſome of the long-boats, and 
fired. The other three fire-ſhips clapped the three 
great merchantmen on board, which carried flags 
in their main tops, and burnt them. This put 
their fleet into great confuſion ; which Sir Robert 
Holmes perceiving, made a ſignal for all the officers 
to come an board again; and preſently gave orders, 
that Sir William Jennings, with all the boats that 
could be ſpared, ſhould take the advantage, and 
fall in, ſink, burn, and deſtroy all they could; 
but with a ſtrict command not to plunder. The ex- 
ecution was ſo well followed, each captain deſtroy- 
ing his ſhare; ſome twelve, ſome fifteen merchant- 
men, that of the whole fleet there eſcaped not above 
eight or nine ſhips; one of which was a Guinea- 


man of twenty-four guns, and three ſmall priva- 


teers: theſe ſhips being driven up into a narrower 
corner of the ſtream, protected four or five mer- 
chantmen that were a-head of them, where our 
boats could not poſſibly come at them ; though even 
theſe few were much damaged. The next day, 
which was the 1oth of Auguſt, it was found more 
expedient to land on the Iſland of Scheliin, than 
upon Ulie; which was performed by Sir Robert 
Holmes, with eleven companies in his long boats, 
which he landed with little or no oppoſition, lore 

| - 
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he came on ſhore he left one company to ſecure his 
boats, and with the other ten marched three miles 
up into the country, to the capital town, called 
Bandaris, in which there were upwards of one thou- 
fand fine houſes; where keeping five companies 
upon the ſkirts of the town, to prevent any ſur- 
prize of the enemy, he ſent the other five to ſet 
fire to the place; but finding them a little flow to 
execute that order, and fearing they might be 
tempted to forget themſelves in the piilage, he was 
himſelf forced to ſet fire to ſome houſes to the wind- 
ward, the ſooner to difpatch the work, and haſten 
the men away. The fire burnt with ſuch violence, 
that in half an hour moſt part of the town was in 
a. blaze. This place was reported, by thoſe that 
were found in it, to have been very rich; and the 
booty which ſome of the ſoldiers made there con- 
firms ſuch accounts. This blow greatly affected the 
Dutch, who, according to their own accounts, ſuf— 
fered the loſs of near fix millions of guilders; and 
were we to take the ſhips into this computation, 
they confeſs, that they were loſers to the amount of 
eleven millions, or one million one hundred thouſand 
pounds ſterling “. 

The Eng.iſh however were ſtill more viſited with 
calamities than the States of Holland; at one time 
they groaned unaer three as great evils as can be- 
fall mankind ; war, peſtilence, and famine. On 
the 3d of September, a fire breaking out in a baker's 
houſe, near London bridge, ſpread itſelf on all ſides 
with ſuch rapidity, that no efforts could extinguiſh 
it, till it had laid in aſhes the greatelt part of the 
city. The inhabitants, without being able to do 


* Some writers make the loſs ſuſtained by the Dutch ftil] more, viz- 
twelve millions ot guilders, or one million two hundred thouſand pounds 
fteriing, Lediard's Naval Hiſtory, p. 387. Ripin diminiſhes the lots 
and the number of thips, —— Campbell's Naval Hiftory, 
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any thing effectual for their relief, were reduced to 
be mclancholy ſpectators of their own ruin, and 
were purſued from ſtreet to ſtreet by the flames, 
which unexpectedly gathered round them. | hree 
days and rights did the fire advance; and it was 
only by the blowing up of houſes, that it was at laſt 
extinguiſhed. Ihe flames, augmerted by a ſtrong 
eaſterly wind, raged with ſurpr:zing violence, and 
deſtroyed eighty-nine churches, many hoſpitals and 
public edifices, and thirteen thouſand two hundred 
private houſes. Yet the ſpirit of the people did 
not ſink under this calamity. London ſoon roſe 
more beautiful from its aſhes. The king, by a 
ſtretch of prerogative, regulated the diſtribution of 
the buildings, and forbad the uſe of lath and tim- 
ber, of which the houſes were before compoſed ; 
and many of the ſtreets being built wider, admitted 


à greater circulation of air; by which means Lon- 


don became more healthy. Hence the plague, 
which uſed to break out with great fury, once or 
twice every century, has never ſince appeared in the 
City. | 
A war carried on with ſuch vigour as that be- 
tween England and Holland, was likely to be ſoon 
brought to ſome iſſue; accordingly by the end of 
this year, all parties began heartily to wiſh for 
peace. The Dutch, notwithſtanding their defeats, 
improved every day in their military ſkill. 1 hough 
their trade had ſuffered extremely, yet their exten- 
ſive credit enabled them to procure large ſums; 
and while the ſeamen of England loudly complained 
of want of pay, the Dutch navy was regularly 
ſupplied with money, and every thing requiſite for 
its ſubſiſtence. As two powerful kings now ſup— 
ported them, every place from the extremity of 
Norway to the coaſt of Bayonne, was become hoſtile 
to the Engliſh ; and Charles, neither fond of action, 
nor 
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nor ſtimulated by any violent ambition, earneſtly 
ſought for means of reſtoring tranquillity to his 
people, diſguſted with a war which had proved both 
fruitleſs and deſtructive“. A treaty was therefore 
ſet on foot at Breda. The differences between the 
parties were ſo inconſiderable, that the concluſion 
of a peace ſecmed the cer.ain conſequence of a 
negotiation ; and nothing but forms, at Icaſt ſome 
vain points of honour, ſeemed to remain for the 
ambaſladois there to diſcuſs. In this ſituation 
Charles, willing to retrench the expences of the 
ſtate in order to inrich his private coffers, laid up 
a conſiderable part of his navy; by which ſhameful 
breach of duty to his people, he expoſed Fnvyland 
to one of the greateſt affronts which ſhe had ever 
received, | 

The penſionary De Witt, partly by himſelf in 
perſon, and farther by agents employed for that 
purpoſe, had ſounded the mouth of the river Thames, 
in order to diſcover how far it would be practicable 
to make an attempt there with large ſhips; and 
having gained information favourable to his de- 
ſigns, he reſolved to execute them, notwithſtanding 
the negotiations for a peace were in ſo good 
a train. The French court ſecretly coun.enanced 
the undertaking. In the ſpring of the year 1667, 
De Witt cauſed a large fleet o be got ready, under 
a pretence of attacking ſome Scottiſh privateers that 
had greatly annoyed the veſſels of Holland. Ac- 
cordingly, admiral Van Ghendt was ſent into the 
frith of Forth; whilſt another fleet was manned 
with great ſecreſy and diſpatch, the command of 
which was given to De Ruyter, on board of which 
were put pilots who were well acquainted with the 
navigation of the river Thames. Meanwhile the 
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ſupine miniſtry of Charles were never once awakened 
into ſuſpicion. The Dutch fleet, as ſoon as ready, 
failed for the Enzliſh coaſt, where it was joined by 
Van Ghendt's ſquadron ; the whole conſiſting of 
feventy men of war, beſides fire-ſhips. A detach- 

ment from this fleet was then ſent up the river 
1 which, on the 1oth of June, attacked 
Sheerneſs, which was, at that time, unfiniſhed, and 
in no ſtate of defence. Here they found fifteen iron 
guns, and a conſiderable quantity of naval ſtores. 
No ſooner was the alarm given, than the duke of 
Albemarle haſtened, with the commanding officers, 
to the defence of the river Medway ; to ſecure which, 
they ſunk ſhips at the entrance, threw a chain acroſs, 
and placed three large veſſels, which had been 
taken from the Dutch, behind the chain. A ſtrong 
eaſtwardly wind favoured this bold attempt of De 
Ruyter, and determined him to try to burn the 
hips which lay at Chatham, in ſpite of the pre- 
cautions taken to preſerve them. To effect this, the 
chain which guarded the entrance of the harbour 
was firſt to be broken; and this was performed 
with great gallantry by Captain Brakel. An im- 
petuous attack was then made upon the ſhips which 
defended the entrance of the harbour, and, at 
length, they were ſet on fire ; and with this exploit 
they cloſed the firſt day's attack. The next morn- 
ing, the wind ſtill blowing full into the harbour, 
the Dutch advanced as high as Upnore-Caſtle, 
with fix men of war, and two fire-ſhips. But here 
they met with ſo warm a reception, that they were 

obliged to retreat. In their way back, they burnt 
the Royal Oak, a very fine ſhip, and, in her, captain 
Douglas, who was appointed to defend it. This 
brave man, receiving no orders to retire when the 
hip was in Rames, 1 Taid, It ſhall never be ſaid, 


that a Douglas quitted his poſt without orders,” 
and 
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and reſolutely continued on board, and was burnt 
with the ſhip*. It is pity that ſo brave a man 
ſhould ſacrihce his life to a punctilio, an adherence 
to which could not poſſibly render his country any 
ſervice. The Dutch carried off the hull of the Royal 
Charles, which the Engl:th fought manfully to pre- 
ſerve. In this retreat two Dutch men of war ran 
aſhore in the Medway, and were burnt ; which, with 
eight fire-ſhips conſumed in the «ion. and one 
hundred and fifty men kitled, is all the loſs which 
their writers edge though they might pro- 
bably ſuffer much more. 

The city of London was filled with terror at this 
daring enterprize; it was apprehended that when 
the Dutch fleet was returned from the Medway, it 
would, with the next tide, ſail up the Thames, quite 
to that capital. Nine ſhips were thereupon ſunk at 
Woolwich, and four at Blackwall; platforms, pro- 
vided with artillery, were raiſed in many places, 
and the trained bands drawn out. De Ruyter how- 
ever did not realize theſe apprehenſions, but ſailed 
back to the mouth of the Thames, where he left 
admiral Van Nes with a part of his fleet, while he 
himſelf proceeded with the reit to Portſmouth, 
with a view to commit the like depredations there; 
but he was repulſed: he then directed his courſe to 
Torbay, where he took ſome Engliſh veſſels; but 
was again repulſed when he attempted to land. 
He made as unſucceſsful an attempt upon Plymouth; 
then ſailing back through the Channel, appeared 
off Harwich, and fired ſome ſhot at Landguard 
fort; but he was beat off with conſiderable loſs. 
Many ſharp actions happened between the Dutch 
fleet, and the Engliſh commanded by Sir Edward 
Spragge, In which, upon the whole, the former 


* Purclict's Naval Hiſtory, p. 401. 


ſuſtained 


24292 NAVAL HISTORY IBoos III. 


ſuſtained the moſt damage and loſs, but not ſuffi- 
cient to cauſe them to quit the coafts, where they 
continued till the peace was ſigned at Breda.—No 
king that merited the crown he wore, would have 
concluded a peace whilſt this infolent attack re- 
mained unrevenged ; but Charles was as indifferent 
about the honour of the kingdom, as he was of his 
own reputation. 

The nation was highly incenſed, to fee an enemy 
whom they conſidered as beaten, whom they had 
expected totally to ſubdue, and over whom they had 
gained many honourable advantages, now, all at 
once, ride undiſputed maſters of the ocean ; burn 
their ſhips in their very harbours, fill every place with 
confuſion, and ſtrike a terror into the capital itſelf. 
But though the cauſe of all theſe diſaſters could be 
aſcribed neither to bad fortune, to the miſcondutt of 
admirals, nor to the ill behaviour of ſeamen, but 
folely to the avarice, at leaſt to the improvidence of 
government, yet no dangerous ſymptoms of diſcon- 
tent appeared, and no attempt for an inſurrection 
was made by any of thoſe numerous ſectaries, who 
had been ſo openly branded for their rebellious prin- 
ciples, and who, upon that ſuppoſition, had been 
treated with great ſeverity *. x 

Three diſtin& treaties of peace were ſigned at 
Breda, 1oth July, 1667, with the Dutch, the 
French, and the Danes, by the Engliſh miniſter. 
Hereby the Iſland of Poleroon, in the Eaſt-Indies, 
was ceded to the Dutch; an indemnification for 
the ſhips Bonaventure and Good-Hope, the pre- 
tended grounds of the war, was no longer inſiſted 
on; Acadie, or Acadia, which the Engliſh call 
Nova Scotia, was moſt impoliticly yielded to France. 
The acquiſition of New-York was the chief ad- 


* Home's Hiſt, of England, Vol, VII. p. 422. 
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vantage the Engliſh derived from a war, in which 
the national character of bravery had ſhone out with 
lure, but where the miſconduct of government, 
eſm-cially in tie concluſion, had been no leſs ap- 
parent“. The only gainers by this war were the 
two royal brothers. Charles had fold all the mer- 
chan ſhips taken from the Dutch before and after 
the declaration of war; and had embezzled the 
chief par. of the laſt ſupply which had been granted 
him for carrying on the war; while his brother, 
grown ſick of fighting, from the deſperate action 
in which he had been ptunced at the outſet of the 
war, remained fafe at home, and by virtue of his 
poſt of lord h gh- admiral, took to himſelf a 
large ſhare of the prizes which were made ; be- 
ſides which the parhament voted him a handſome 
preſent. 

he king now thought it neceſſary to make ſome 
facrifice to the diſcontents of his ſubjects, and Cla- 
rendon was fingled out as the ſcape-goat to explate 
his maſter's crimes, Charles conlidered that no- 
bleman as a troubleſome cenſor, who diſapproved 
of his conduct, and was a check upon his pleaſures. 
He was indeed extremely unpopular, and juſtly 
conſidered as an enemy by all the diſſonters. 
The ſale of Dunkirk, the diſgrace at Chatham, 
and the unſucceſsful concluſion of the war, vere 
laid to his charge. The king deprived him of the 
office of chancellor; he was ſoon after impeached 
by the commons; and thinking it proper to with— 
draw, a bill of baniſnment and incapacity was 
paſſed againſt him; upon which he retired into 
France, where he lived in a private manner, em- 
ploy ing his leiſure chiefly in reducing into order his 
Hiſtory of the Civil Wars, for which he had before 
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collected materials. He ſurvived his baniſhment 
ſix years. Though he had attended the king during 
his exile, Charles appeared never to have mitigated 
his reſentment againſt him; that prince was as in- 
capable of frienaſhip as he was of gratitude; his 
attachments were all ſelfiſh and ſenſual. National 
prejudices purſued this ſtateſman to his retreat in 
France. A company of Engliſh ſoldiers being 
quartered near him, aſſaulted his houſe, broke open 
the doors, g ve him a dangerous wound on the head, 
and woul. have proceeded to the laſt extremity, had 
not their officers, hearing of this violence, happily 
interpoſed He lived ſome time after this, till bein 

ſuddenly ſeized with an apoplexy, he died in the 

reſence of his ſon. 

The glory of France, which had long been 
eclipſed, either by domeſtic broils, or by the ſupe- 
rior force of the Spaniſh monarchy, began now to 
break out with great luſtre, and to engage the at- 
tention of the neighbouring nations. The inde- 

endent power and mutinous ſpirit of the nobility 
were ſubdued; the popular pretenſions of the par- 
liament were reſtrained ; the Hugonot party con- 
trouled; the extenſive and fertile kingdom of 
France, enjoying every advantage both of climate 
and ſituation, was fully peopled with ingenious and 
induſtrious inhabitants; and while the ſpirit of the 
nation diſcovered all the vigour and bravery requi- 
ſite for great enterprizes, it was tamed to an entire 
ſubmiſſon to the will of the reigning prince. Ihe 
ſovereign, who then filled the throne, was well- 
adapted by his perſonal character, both to encreaſe, 
and avail himſelf of, theſe advantages. Louis the 
Fourteenth, endowed with every quality which 
could enchant the people, poſſeſſing many which 
merited the approbation of the wiſe: the maſcu- 
line beauty of his perſon was embelliſhed wa F 
| noble 
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noble air: the dignity of his behaviour was tem- 
pered wich attabl ity and politene!s : elegant with- 
out effeminacy; addicted to pleaſure without neg- 
lecting bulineſs; decent in his very vices, and be- 
loved in the miaſt of arbitrary power: he turpaſſed 
all contemporary monarchs, as in grandeur, ſo like- 
wiſe in faine and glory. His ambition, regulated 
by prudence, not by juſtice, had carefully provided 
every means of onqueſt; and before he put him- 
ſelf in motion, he ſeemed to have abſolutely or agg 
ſucceſs. His finances were brought into order : 
naval power was crea ed; his armies were aug- 
meated and diſciplined; magazines and mi irary 
ſtores were provided ; and though che magnificence 
of his court was ſupported beyond all former en 
ample, ſo regular was the economy obſerved, and 
ſo w Il noly aid the peopl-, now beginning to be 
inriched by arts and commerce, ſubmit to multi— 
ple raxes, that h's military force was greater than 
any prince in Europe had ever been maſter of. 

1 he ſudden decline, and almoſt total fall of the 
Spaniſh monarchy, opened an inviting field to fo 
enteiprizing a prince, and ſeemed to promiſe him 
eaſy a d extenſive conqueſts. I he other na- ions of 
Europe, feeble or ill-governed, were aſtoniſhed at 
the r ſing greatneſs of France; and all of them 
caſt their eyes upon England, as the only power 
that cou:d fave then from this overwhelming great- 
neſs. 

The anivolity which had anciently ſubſiſted be- 
tween the Engliſh and French nations, and which 
had been ſuſpended for above a century by the jea- 
louſy of Spaniſh greatneſs, began now again to 
break out. i he glory of preſerving the balance of 
Earo;e, a glory fo much founded on juſtice and 
humanity, flattered the ambition of England; and 
the people were eager to provide for their own future 

H h 2 ſecurity, 
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ſecurity, by oppoſing the progreſs of ſo hated a 
rival. The proſpect of embracing ſuch meaſures 
had been greatly con ducive to reconcile them to the 
inadequate peace which had been entered into. 

1 he death of Philip IV. of Spain, who was fa- 
ther-in-law to Louis XIV. gave the latter a pretext 
to claim the duchy of Brabant, and other parts cf 
the Netherlands, then ſubject to Spain, together 
with Franche-Comté. The reaſons on which he 
grounded his pretenſions were very frivolous, but 
they were ſupported by the greateſt military force 
in Europe; a mode of reaſoning which the French 


monarch thought irreſiſtible. He appeared on the 


frontiers of the Netherlands, with an army of more 
than forty thouſand men, led on by the moſt emi- 
nent generals of the age, and well-furniſhed with 
every requilite, Such ambition, joined to ſuch 
power, threatened nothing ſhort of the ſubver- 
ſion of the general liberties of E urope; and the 
United Provinces, as they lay neareſt, were, very 
zuſtly, firſt alarmed at the the impending danger. 
Louis, apprehenſive that all Europe would com- 
bine againſt him, propoſed terms to the Dutch, 
who were molt likely to bring about ſuch a con- 
federacy. 

The fickle and unſteady temper of Charles was 
obliged to become determined by the exigencies of 
the times. He therefore diſpatched Sir William Tem- 
ple to the Hague, as ambaſſador extraordinary, with 
full powers to conclude a triple alliance between 
England, the States-general and Sweden, to prevent 
the French king from finiſhing the conqueſt of the 
Spaniſh Netherlands. Temple, whom philoſophy 
had taught to deſpiſe the world without rendering 
him unfit for it, was frank, open, fincere, and ſu- 
perior to the little tricks of vulgar politicians, 


meeting in De Witt a man of the ſame generous 
and 
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and enlarged ſentiments, he immediately opened 
his maſter's intentions, and preſſed a ſpeedy conclu- 
ſion. A treaty was, from the firſt, negotiated be- 
tween theſe two ſtateſmen, with the ſame cord, ality 
as if it were a private tranſaction between intimate 
companions. Deeming the intereſts of their coun- 
try the ſame, they gave e full ſcope to that ſympathy 
of character, which diſpoſed them to an entire re- 
liance on each other's profeſſions and engagements. 
And though jealouſy againſt the houſe of Orange 
might inſpire De Witt with an averſion to a ſtrict 
union with England, he generouſly reſolved to ſa- 
crifice all private conſiderations to the public ſer- 
vice*. This triple league was concluded in five 
days f, and produced a general treaty of pacifi- 
cation, which was entered 1:.to at Aix-la-Chapelle, 
in the month of May fcilowing. By which Louis 
remained in poſſeſſion of all the towns in Flanders, 
which he had ſubdued : he ſurrendered up Franche- 
Comte to Spain; and this peace was guaranteed by 
the powers concerned in the triple alliance, Here- 
upon the Dutch ordered a medal to be ſtruck, 
with a pompous inſcription, in which they arro— 
gated to themſelves the whole honour of having 
given peace to Europe. Joſhua Van Beuningen, 
their plenipotentiary at Aix-la-Chapelle, was vain 
enough to itrike another, in which he compared 
himielf to Joſhua ſtopping the courſe of the ſun, 
which was the device of the French monarch. 
Theſe, and ſuch other unſcaſonable marks of pride, 
gave umbrage to Louis, who feemed io remember 
them in the ſequel, when he found an opportunity 
to puniſh their preſumption. 

Peace being now reſtored, Charles ſent Sir I homas 
Allen, with a ſquadron of ſhips, into the Mediter- 
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ranean, to chaſtiſe the Algerines, who had taken 


advantage of the ſituation of England and Holland 


during he late war, ard had ſeized, indiſcriminately, 
the ſhips of each State. At the ſame time Van 
Ghent was ſent by the States for the like purpoſe. 
1 heſc two fleets greatly aſſiſted each other in heir 
operations. Many ſlips belonging to theſe pirates 
were ſunk, or otherwife deſtroyed, and a conlider- 
able number of Chriſtian ſlaves ſer ar 1 berty. At 
the cloſe of the year 1669, captain Kempthorne, 
in the Mary Roſc, a ſmall frigate, engaged ſeven 
Algerine men of war, and after a very warm action, 
forced them to ſheer off. 

The force under Allen however was found inef- 
fectual for the purpoſe on which it was ſent; ſo that 
in the year 1670, Sir Edward Spragge was ſent out 
with a ſtronger ſquadron of men of war and fri- 
gates, to put an end to the war. He cruiſed for 
tome days before their capital, without receivin 
any ſatisfactory anſwer to his demands. Upon this 
he failed from thence, with ſix frigates, and three 
fire-ſhips, to make an attempt upon a conſiderable 
number of thoſe corſairs, which lay in the haven of 
Bugia, a ſtrong town to the eaſlward of Algiers. 
In his paſſage, two of his fire-ſhips were ſeparated 
from the ſquadron ; but this reduction of His ſtrength 
did not prevent him from proſecuting his purpolc. 
Being come before the place, he broke the bomb 
at ihe entrance of the haven, forced the Algerines 
agrouni; and, notwithilazd ng the fire of the 
calt! le, burnt ſeven of their ſhips, which mounted 
from twenty-four to thirty-four guns, together with 
three Prizes: : after performing this important ſer- 
vice, he deſtroyed another of their ſbiys of war at 
1cdelez. 

heſe misfortunes cauſed ſuch diſcontents among 


the Algerines, that they murdered their dey, and 
elected 
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electel another, by whom peace was concluded 
to the ſatisfaction of the Fnyglih, on the gth of 
December, 1671; and as they were now effectuilly 
humbled, they took care to obſcrve this peage bet- 
ter than the former ones which they had entered 
into. 

Charles, in order to divide the popular party, 
which ſoon began to be troubleſome to him in par- 
liament, changed the committee of council eſta— 
bliſhed for foreign affairs, and entruſted it to five 
perſons, Clifford, Aſhly Cooper, Buckingham, Ar- 
lington, and Lauderdale. This council obtained 
the name of the Cabal, from the initial letters of 
their names happening to compoſe that word. Never 
was there a more dangerous miniſtry, nor one more 
diſtinguiſhed for their pernicious counſels 

On the 2;th of January 1670, a plan was formed 
betweeen the duke of York, who had upon the 
death of his ducheſs, openly declared his adherence 
to the Romiſh faith, lord Clifford, and lord Arun- 
del of Wardour, both of whom were catholics, and 
lord Arlington, who was well-affected to that reli- 
gion, for a ſecret treaty with France. Clarendon 
had, in an evil hour, taught Charles, in the firſt 
years of his reign, to receive money from France, 
unknown to hi: people; and the duke, with his 
three aſſocia es, preſuming upon the ſame aid, formed 
the project of a treaty between the kings of France 
and England, the ends of which were, that 
Louis XV. ſhould give Charles two hundred thou- 
ſand pounds a year, to enab'e him to re-eſtabliſh 
the popiſn religion in England, and render his 
power independent of parliament; that he ſhould 
alſo aſſiſt him with forces, in caſe inſurrections 
ſhould ariſe in his kingdoms ; and that after the in- 
tereſts of religion were ſecured, the two monarchs 
ſhould join their forces, by ſea and land, for the 


deſtruction 
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deſtruction of the Dutch commonwealth, and di- 
vide its dominion between them and Charles's ne- 

hew the young prince of Orange. This ſcheme 
being laid before Charles, he adopted it, and diſ- 
patched lord Arundel to Paris with the propoſal, 
Louis agreed to the terms, with an intention to per- 
ſuade Charles afterwards, to reverſe the order of the 
project, and begin with the conqueſt of Holland. 
But fo dangerous a ſecret was kept concealed Boch 
in France and England. 

In the mean time Buckingham, who was a fa- 
vourite of the king's ſiſter the ducheſs of Orleans, 
had entered with her into a project, to bring about 
an alliance for a new war againſt Holland. Her 
intentions in this were, that the adjuſting the terms 
of the treaty ſhould be committed to themſelves 
by their reſpective fovereigns. Louis caught eager- 
ly at an intrigue which he foreſaw might facilitate the 
views he had entertained when he entered into the 
ſecret treaty; and as he knew the influence of the 
ducheſs with her brother, he ſent her to Dover, 
under the pretence of a viſit to Charles ; but, in 
reality, to perſuade him to undertake immediately 
the deſtruction of Holland, and he himſelf lingered 
on the oppoſite coaſt of France, while the interview 
laſted. It was intended, that Charles and the duke 


ſhould have gone to Dover together ; but Charles, 


by an accident, went alone; and the ducheſs, who 
was ignorant of the former ſecret treaty, propoſed 
to her brother a treaty with France, for a war of 
the two kingdoms againſt Holland, and his rece1v- 
ing a ſubſidy from France while it continued. To 
this propoſal Charles inſtantly agreed, When the 
duke arrived, he in vain preſſed | him to adhere to 
the terms of the former treaty, and to ſettle the in- 
tereſt of religion, and the eſtabliſhment of his own 


power at home, be fore he involved himſelf in the 


difficultics 
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difficulties of a war, which would make him de- 
pendant upon parliament, Louis, who was well 
acquainieq with Charles's character, ha! fixed him 
in his intereſts by the ties of pleaſure, and had made 
him a preſent of a French miſtreſs, by whoſe means 
he hoped to govern him for the future, The ducheſs 
of Orleans brought with her a young lady of the 
name of Querouaille, whom the king took with 
him to London, and ſoon after created ducheſs of 
Portſmouth. He was ever after extremely attached 
to her ; and ſhe proved a great mcans of ſupporting 
his connections with France. 

Previous to the rupture with Holland, a treaty 
of peace was ſigned between England and Spain, 
which is commonly called the American treaty, 
Spain had ever carefully avoided the mention of 
America in all treaties entered into with England, 
being deſirous of keeping up her ancient claims to 
that country ; whilſt England, on the other hand, 
was deſirous of maintaining and improving the 
footing ſhe had gained on the northern coaſt. The 
feebleneſs of the Spaniſh monarchy, at length, 
compelled it to recede from this rapacious 
haughtineſs ; and overtures were made by tlie Spa- 
niſh miniſter to the court of Great-Britain, for a 
clear and explicit adjuttincnt of the rights of the 
two kingdoms in America. This brought on a 
conference, the reſult whereof was, thar Spain agreed 
to recognize the right of England to all American 
dominions, of which ſhe was poſſeſſed ia 1670. 
By this treaty, the pyrates, or buccangers, who for 
ſeveral years had greatly annoyed Spariil. America, 
were cut off from any future protection from Eng- 
land. Neither this treaty however, nor any ſubſequent 
one, has determined the right by wich the ſhips of 
Spain, called garda de coſtas, in ercept and annoy 
ſuch Engliſh ſhips as ſail near, though without 
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landing on, the Spaniſh coaſts in the gulph of Mex- 
ico, which we ſhall hereafter ſee became the foun- 
dation of a war between the two kingdoms. 

Ireland began to attain a ſtate of fome compo- 
ſure, when it was diſturbed by a violent act, paſſed 
by the Engliſh parliament, which prohibited the 
exportation of Iriſh cattle into England, The duke 
of Ormond, who was lord-licutenant of Ireland, 
ſtrongly oppoſed this law. He repreſented, that the 
trade carried on between England and Ireland, was 
highly advantageous to the former, as the commo- 
dities imported were proviſions and raw materials; 
in return for which, the Engliſh gave their own 
manufactures. He pleaded, that if a prohibition 
for exporting cattle from Ireland took place, the 
Iriſh would be deprived of the ſtaple article of their 
trade, and that by which alone they could make a 
return for the merchandiſe which they conſumed. 
That the induſtrious inhabitants of England, if 
deprived of Iriſh proviſions, which reduced the price 
of living, would be obliged to advance the rate of la- 
bour, and thereby lay an additional price on the ma- 
nufactures exported to foreign markets. That the 
natives of Ireland, naturally prone to ſloth, loſing 
that incentive to activity which a ready market for 
the produce of their paltures afforded, would perpe- 
tuate, through poſterity, their indolence and barba- 
Tiſm : that by cutting off almoſt entirely the trade 
berween the two kingdoms, all the natural bands of 
union would be diſſolved, and nothing would be 
effectual to keep the Iriſh to their allegiance but the 
power of the ſword; and that, by reducing that 
kingdom to extreme poverty, the inevitable conſe- 
quence of cramping its chief article of trade, it 
would be rendered even incapable of maintaining 
that military force, by which it would then be ne- 
ceſſary that ĩt ſhould be curbed and ſubjugated. 
EE | Charles 


les 
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Charles was much averſe to giving his aſſent to 
this bill, but the commons were determined to have 
it paſſed into a law; to ſorce their neceſſitous prince 
into a concurrence, they refuſed to grant ſupplies 
until it had received the royal aſſent. ' he value of 
rents in England had been on the decline, the cauſe 
of which was found in the importation of Iriſh cat- 
tle. Several intrigues had contributed to inflame 
that prejudice, particularly thoſe of Buckingham 
and Aſhley, who were deſirous of giving the lord- 
lieutenant trouble in his government; and the 
ſpirit of tyranny, of which nations are as ſuſcep— 
tible as individuals, had extremely animated the 
Engliſh to exert their ſuperiority over this depen- 
dent ſtate. No affair could be conducted with 
greater violence than this was by the commons: 
They even went fo far as to declare, in the pream- 
ble of the bill, that the importation of Iriſh cattle 
was 2 nuiſance, By this phraſe they barred the 
king's prerogative, by which he might think him- 
ſelf entitled to diſpenſe with a law, that he deemed 
both unjuſt and impolitic. The lords expunged 
the word; but as the king well knew that his ſup- 
plies depended on the coinmons being gratified, he 


was obliged both to employ his intcreſt with the 


peers to make the bill paſs, and to give the royal 
aſſent to it. He could not however forbear expreſ- 
ſing his diſpleature at the jealouſy entertained againſt 
him, and at the intention which the commons dil- 
covered of retrenching his prerogative. Many 
inconveniences were felt in Ireland on the firſt paſſ- 
ing of this law; but as the Welt-India Iſlands grew 
into conſequence, a new market was opened to the 
ſouthern parts of Ireland, for the conſumption of 
their proviſions; and the northern parts being more 
addicted to manufactures, rapidly advanced in wealth 
and population. 


41 This 
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This fruitfulneſs of Ireland proceeded from the 
reat numbers of the commonwealth's ſoldiers who 
had ſettled there; to theſe were aſſigned portions of 
land, which they cultivated with great induſtry, 
and were thereby able to export beef, pork, hides, 
tallow, bread, beer, wood, and corn, at much 


lower rates than they could formerly have been ſold 


for“. 

About this time the duke of Buckingham invited 

over from Venice the moſt able artiſts in the differ. 
ent branches of glaſs-making, and th: reby a ma- 
nufacture was eſtabliſhed, which grew to be of great 
conſequence, inſomuch that we now export the very 
belt glaſs to the very place ſrom whence the art was 
at firſt drawn. 
The king's couſin, prince Rupert, and ſeventeen 
other perſons of quality and diſtinction, heving, in 
the year 1609, ſent out captain Newland to Hud- 
ſon's Bay, where he ſettled at port Nelſon ; and 
captain Gilham alſo returning with ſome ſucceſs, in 
his proſpe t of a trade with the indians in that bay, 
king Chearles granted theſe rob'e adventurers an in- 
corpurati:.g charter, dated 2d of May, 1670, which 
inveſted them with nothing ſhort of abſolute uncon- 
troile1 power in thoſe immenſe territories z but the 
power of the crown being reſtrained, particularly in 
the right of granting charters, at the revolution, 
theſe dangerous privileges were then revoked ; and to 
render Charters valid, it became neceſſary that they 
receive the ſanction of parlia nent. 

In January 1671-2, the king, by the advice of 
his cabal miniſtry, ſhut up the exchequer, by which 
ſtep all the money which the London goldimiths 
and bankers had depoſited at eight per cent. intereſt, 
s made uſe of by the king for his intended 
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war with Holland. The ſum thus ſeized amounted. 
to one million three hundred and twenty-eight 
thouſand five hundred and twent,-fix pounds; the 
injury which the nation ſuſtained by this arbitrary 
and unjuſt detention of their property was very 
great, and many families were ther: by reduced from 
oj ulence to beggary. Ihe diſcontents of the peo- 

e ran high on this, and it was publicly ſaid, that 
a ſtep of this kind indicated that the crown, for 
the future, reſolved to borrow no more, but to 
take, The king's miniſters paid no regard to 
the remonſtrances of thoſe people who were ruined, 
and the exchequer long remained ſhut ; and though 
fix per cent. was paid on all monies ſo ſeized, yet 
the principal was never paid. The parliament, of 
the twelfth year of king William, although this 
was not a parliamentary debt, yet prov ded for a 
large arrear of intereſt on it, ſettled an intereſt of 
three per cent. on the principal, and made the 
debt redeemable on paying one moiety of it, or 
ſix hundred and ſixty four thouſand two hundred 
and ſixty three pounds, which moiety thereupon be- 
came the proper debt of the public, and was finally 
ſubſcribed into the South-Sea capital ſtock, in the 
year 1720. 

At the ſame time that the exchequer was ſhut up, 
the act of navigation was ſuſpended, by authority 
of the crown alone. This flep was taken in order 
to man the royal navy, by compelling the ſeamen 
on bo-rd of merchantmen to enter on board men 
of war; a ſimilar ſtretch of authority had been 
mae in the firſt Dutch war. A proclamation was 
alſo ifſued, containing rigorous clauſes in favour of 
preffing: this was accompanied with another, full 
of menaces againſt thoſe who preſumed to exprels 
themſelves diſteſpectfully of his majeſty's meaſures, 
and even againtt thoſe who connived at ſuch diſ- 

courle, 
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courſe, by hearing it without informing againſt the 
ſpeakers. All thele arbitrary meaſures ſhowed, that 
the court were bent on overturning that legal Aan 
niſtration, which the parliament, aft er ſuch violent 
convulſions and civil wars, had hoped to have eſta- 
bliſhed in the kingdom. 

The cabal irs had hit upon another method 
of filling the king's coffers, which was by inter- 
cepting the Dutch fleet of merchant ſhips from 
Smyrna, which was ſu; poſed to be worth fifteen 
hundred thouſand pounds. Sir Robert Holmes, 
who ſtruck the firſt ſtroke in the former war by his 
attack in Guinca, was pitched upon to begin the 
war now determined on, by capturing theſe ſhips, 
Accordingly, he was ſent out with a fleet of men 
of war. Under him were the earl of Oſſory, as 
vice-admiral, in the Reſolution, and Sir Fretche- 
ville Holles, as rear-admiral in the Cambridge. 
Holmes fell in with Sir Edward Spragge, who was 
returning home with his ſquadron from the Medi- 
terranean, where he had effectually annoyed the Al- 

gerines; but being deſirous of atchieving the ex- 
ploit without any ſharer in the honour, he ſuffered 
Spragge to continue his voyage homewards, with- 
out evailing himſelf of his affiftance, Sir Robert 
Holmes ſoon aſter deſcried the Dutch fleet, under 
convoy of five men of war, commanded by admi- 
ral Van Nefie, who having received intimation of the 
zeſign that was formed, put his ſhips of war, and 

their convoy into an admirable ſtate of defence. 
On the 13th of March, 1672, the Engliſh admiral 
attacked the Dutch with great impetuoſity, and the 
dombat was maintained d. uring the whole of that 
u; che next morning it was Tenewed, and cont: - 
pucd a ab n till night: on the third day one of the 
Dutch 5 of war Was taken, and five rich mer- 
| : os; the reſt were ſaved by the admirable 
addreſs 
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addreſs of the Dutch commander, and by the fa- 
vour of a thick fog, were brought fafe to Holland. 
The States-general exclaimed loudly againſt this 
piratical attempt, which appeared the more diſho- 
nourable, as, upon the whole, it had been attended 
with very little ſucceſs: the Engliſh nation in ge- 
neral, condemned it as an infamous enterprize, 
and even the king himſelf was aſhamed of the un- 
dertaking *. The miniſtry pretended that it was no 
other than a caſual rencounter, occaſioned by the 
pride of the Dutch admiral, who refuſed to ſtrike 
his topſails in compliment to the Engliſh ſquadron. 
Soon after four Dutch Eaſt-India ſhips were taken 
by ſome cruiſers from England, and were con- 
demned as lawful prizes, even before the declara- 
tion of war. 

The adminiſtration of Holland could hardly be- 
lieve the king of England was really reſolved upon 
a war, until theſe outrages were committed ; but 
hereupon they exerted their utmoſt abilities to put 
themſelves in a ſtate of defence. 

In the mean time Charles, with a view to favour 
the Roman catholics, iſſued a proclamation, ſuſ- 
pending the penal laws again! non-conformiſts. 
This was a large ſtride towards arbitrary power, 
and ſo contrary to the ſentiments of the parliament, 
that he would not have ventured upon it had he not 
been provided with a powerful fleet, and a new- 
levied army, both of which were entirely under his 
controul. His next ſtep was to declare war againſt 
the Dutch; the reaſons he aſſigned for which were, 
that they had refuſed to ſend home the I'ngliſh fa- 
milies ſettled in Surinam, agreeable to the ftipu- 
lations entered into at Breda; for having denied 
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the honours due to the Engliſh flag ; and for having 
ridiculed the king and people of England, in me- 
dals and pictures. The Dutch were long at a loſs 
what to make of this latter charge, until it was diſ- 
covered that a portrait of Cornelius De Witt, the 
penſionary's brother, had been painted by order of 
the magiſtrates of Dort, and hung up in a chamber 
of the town-houſe, on the back- ground of which 
were repreſented ſome ſhips on fire: this was 
conſtrued to allude to the exploit of the Dutch 
in the river Medway, where De Witt had diiin- 
guiſhed himſelf. Thus, though the inſult itſelſ, 
which was committed in open war, had long been 
forgiven, the picture of it drew ſevere veugeance 
on the country. 

Io theſe charges the Dutch replied, that they had 
not detained the Engliſh famil-es at Surinam, but 
they themſelves had refuſed to quit the colony; that 
their admirals were not cbliged, by any treaty, to 
lower their top- ſails on their own coaſt, io any Eng- 
liſn yacht, which was the circumſtance reſented ; 
and that they had never countenanced any pictures, 
or medals, that reflected upon the honour of the 
king, and people of England. Bur it was in vain 
to remonſtrate when meaſures Were predetermined, 
Charles to complete the farce, pretended in his 


manifeſto, that he would il faithfully adhere to 


the purport of the triple alliance. 

In this diſpute, as in the former, ſuch ſhips as 
had been detained in port, were dilmiſſed on boch 
ſides. 

War was declared in England againſt Holland, 
in London, on the 28th of March, and preſently 
after by France. 'I he French king, in his declara- 
tion, aſſigned no. other reaſon than his being diſſa- 
tisfied with the conduct of the Dutch, and that it 
did not conſiſt with his glory any longer to bear it. 


The 
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The biſhop of Munſter, at the ſame time, declared 
war againſt the republic, on pretence of their hav- 
ing attempted to corrupt the governors of ſome of his 
places; and the elector of Cologne admitted a body 
of French troops into his dominions, under the 
ſhow of providing for his own ſafety ; but really 
in conſequence of a ſecret treaty entered into with 
France. The commonwealth of the United Pro- 
vinces ſeemed now devoted to deſtruction; Louis 
the Fourteenth was at the head of an army, con- 
ſiſting of one hundred and cighty thouſand men, 
commanded by brave and experienced generals. 
The Dutch, on the other hand, were diſtracted be- 
tween two powerful factions. De Witt, che chief 
of the Louveſtein party, who had long directed the 
adminiſtration, thought he could not take more ef- 
fectual means to depreſs the Orange faction, than 
to diſband a great part of the army, in which thoſe 
old officers who were attached to the intereſt of the 

rince of Orange were diſiniſſed, and their com- 
miſſions filled by the ſons and kinſmen of the pen- 
ſionary's friends: theſe, for the moſt part, were 
raw youths, unacquainted with actual ſervice, and 
entirely ignorant of diſcipline. Thole new officers, 
relying on the credit of their friends and family, 
neglected their military duty; and ſome of them, 
it is ſaid, were even allowed to ſerve by deputies, 
to whom they aſſigned a ſmall part of their pay; 
ſo that all military ſpirit was extinguiſhed. 

The impending danger, at length, rouſed De 
Witt to make the moſt effectual proviſion for the 
| defence of his country; but every plan which he 
; propoſed was diſreliſhed and oppoſed by the Orange 
party. The long and uncontrolled adminiſtration 
of this ſtateſman had excited envy; and the alarm- 
ing ſtate of affairs, at that time, gave increaſed vi- 
gour to his enemies and opponents, who attributed 
the bad condition of the republic purely to his 
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miſconduct. Beſides which, the popular affection 
to the young prince of Orange began to grow very 
ſtrong. Prince William was in the twenty-ſecond 
year of his age, and gave ſtrong indications of 
thoſe great qualities, by which his life was after- 
wards ſo much diſtinguiſhed. De Witt himſelf, 
by giving him an excellent education, and inſtruct- 
ing him in all the principles of government and 
found policy, had generouſly contributed to make 
his rival formidable. Dreading the precarious ſitu- 
ation of his own party, he was always reſolved, he 
ſaid, to inſtruct the prince in the knowledge of 
affairs, and thereby render him capable of ſerving 


his country, if any future emergence ſhould ever 
* 


throw the adminiſtration into his hands. The con- 
duct of William had hicherto been extremely lau— 
dable. Notwithſtanding his powerful alliances with 
England and Brandenburgh, he had expreſſed his 
re olution of depending entirely upon the States 
for his advancement; and the whole tenour of his 
behaviour ſuited extremely the genius of that peo- 
ple. Silent and thoughtful; given to hear and to 
enquire; of a ſound "and Ready underſtanding; 
firm in what he once reſolved, or once denied; 
ſtrongly intent on buſineſs; little addicted to plea- 
dure: by theſe virtues he engaged the attention of 
all men ; and the Hollanders, ſenſible that they 
owed their liberty, and very exiſtence, to his fa- 
cally; ard rememberins, that his great uncle, Mau- 

rice, had been able, even in more early youth, to 
defend them againſt the power of Spain, were de- 
tirous of raiſing this prince to that authority which 
his anceſtors had poſleſied ; and hoped, from his va- 
jour and conduct alone, to receive protection againſt 
thoſe . imminent Cangers witli which they were - then 
treatened *. 


* Hume"s Lilley of England, Vol. VII. p. 483 
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During the long prevalence of the Louveſtein 
party, the navy of Holland engroſſed the whole 
attention of the miniſtry, while the army was con— 
ſidered as a dangerous means of ſtrengthening the 
hands of their oppoſers. The two violent wars 
which, during the laſt twenty years, had been waged 
with England, had improved both the {kill and 
the courage of the ſeamen; and though many of 
their great © commanders had loſt their lives in one 
or other of thoſe deſperate actions which had been 
fought, yet there ſtili remained to Holland, a naval 
officer, equal, if not ſuperior in abilities, experi- 
ence, and intrepidity, to any which it had loſt; and 
perhaps not inferior to any fea commander of the 
age. This man was De Ruyter, who was zeaiouſly 
devoted to the cauſe of De Witt. Ihe firſt object 
therefore was to equip a fleet, and thereby to attempt 
to ſtrike ſome deciſive blow, which ſhouid give a 
turn to the aſpect of affairs. The conduct of the 
Engliſh particularly incenſed De Witt, and he me 
dirated to revenge himſelf, and his country, upon 
them. It mutt be acknowledged, that the court of 
England had acted ſhamefully by the republic of 
Holland, firſt inviting it to quit the alliance of 
France, by the offer of entering into a cloſe league 
for their mutual defence; and as ſoon as it had em- 
braced theſe meaſures, ſorming an unnatural con- 
federacy with France, to eſſect the emire ſabyerſion 
of thoſe Provinces. 

Full of theſe ideas, De Ruyter put to ſca, with 
the moſt formidable cet that the republic of IIol. 
land had ever ſent gut; on board of which was 
Cornelius De Witt, as deputy from the States, Ihe 
French king, that he might ſeen to perform luis 
treaty with the Engliſh better than in the fore: 
war he had done vil. the Datch, four the mareſcha! 
d'Etrees, vice-alniral of France, with a large 
K K 2 lquadron, 
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ſquadron, to Join the Engliſh fleet. He arrived at 
St. Helens on the 3d of May, and immediately after 
the king went down to Portſmouth; and to ſhew 
the confidence he placed in his new ally, went on 
board the French admiral. The combined fleets 
ſailed from thence ro the Downs; the duke of York, 
as admiral, bearing the red flag, and the earl of 
Sandwich the blue; the French ſquadron brought 
up the rear, their admiral bearing a white flag. 
The whole fleet conſiſted of one hundred and one 
{fail of men of war, beſides fire-ſhips and tenders. 
Of theſe the Engliſh had ſixty-five men of war, 
and on board them four thouſand and ninety-two 
pieces of cannon, and twenty-three thouſand five 
hundred and thirty men. The French ſquadron 
conſiſted of thirty-fix fail, on board of which were 
one thouſand nine hundred and twenty-ſix pieces of 
cannon, and about eleven thouſand men. The 
Dutch fleet amounted to ninety-one men of war, 
fifty-four fire-ſhips, and twenty-three yachts. The 
Englith and French fleets lay at anchor, in ſuch diſ- 
order, in Solbay, on the coaſt of Suffolk, that had 
the Dutch fleet borne down upon them precipitately, 
their fire-ſhips would, moſt probably, have anni- 
hilated their enemies, and effected a victory more 
deciſive and ſignal than hiſtory has hitherto re- 
corded. This danger the earl of Sandwich per- 
ceived, and urged the duke of York to remove, by 
making 2 more extended diſpoſition ; but inſtead of 
having his.advice followed, which his great expe- 
rience and tried bravery entitled him to expect, 
the petulant duke intimated, that there was more 
of caution than of courage in his apprehenſions. 
I his inſult is ſuppoſed to have ſunk ſo deep into the 
mind of Sandwich, whoſe nice ſenſe of honour 
could not brook the moſt diſtant imputation, as to 


actuate him to the deſperate part which he took 1 5 
the 
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the engagement which ſoon after enſued ; herein 
following the fatal example of Sir Edward Howard, 
in ſimilar circumſtances, during the reign of Henry 
the Eighth “. 

The appearance of the Dutch fleet that ſame day 
juſtified the precaution that had been adviſed ; but 
the Nlowneſs of its approach enabled the combined 
fleets to form a line of battle, in order for which 
many ſhips were obliged to cut their cables with rhe 
utmoſt precipitation. The engagement began 
about eight in the morning. De Ruyter, with his 
diviſion, attacked the centre of the Engliſh fleet, 
commanded by the duke of York; whilſt the earl 
of Sandwich, in the Koyal James, of one hundred 

ns, made haſte to weaiher the headland, and at- 
tack Van Ghent's diviſion, The impetuous valour 
of the earl carried him into the midſt of the enemy, 
where, although badly ſupported by many of the 
ſhips under his command, he, almoſt alone, dealt 
terrible deſtruction to the enemy. He killed ad- 
miral Van Ghent, and beat off his ſhip; he de- 
ſtroyed another large ſhip that attempied io board 
him, ſunk three hre-ſhips as they were approaching 
to grapple with his rigging ; and although ſix hun- 
dred of his men werc killed, being two-thirds of 
the ſhip's company, and his ſhip dreadfully 
ſhattered by the ſhot of the enemy, he never 
ſlackened the ſury of his fire upon all who aſſailed 
him. At length a fourth fire-thip ran aboard on 
the quarter of his crippled ſhip, and far it in 
flames. Sir Edward Haddock, his captain, who 
was almoſt the only officer that ſurvived, entreated 
this brave man to abandon the ſhip, and conſult 
his own ſafety by taking to the boat, but in vain; 
he remained on board till almoſt ſurrounded by 


See Vol. I. P. 251, 252. 


flames, 


2 * 
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flames, when he plunged into the fea, and there 

periſhed “. 
Whilſt Sandwich had been preſſing forward in 
queſt of the enemy, De Ruyter had borne down 
ON 


* This naval hero was the ſon of Sir Sydney Montagu, 
who was brother of Edward, firſt lord Montagu, of Bough- 
ton. Ovr admiral, Edward Montagu, was born July 27, 
1625, and was married in 1642 to the daughter of Jord 
Crew, of Stene, He received jrom the parliament a com- 
miſſion to raife a regiment in Cambridgeſhire, when he was 
only eighteen years of age, which he completed with ſuch 
diſpatch, that in the following year he diſtinguiſhed him- 
ſelf at the head of it; particularly in the famous battle of 
Marſton Moor. The next year (1645) he fought in the 
battle of Naſeby. 

Although he took ſo active a part with the parliament at 
the breaking out of the civil war, yet when he found that 
the army aimed at nothing ſaort of annihilating regal power, 
he oppoſed their proceedings in parliament, being then a re- 
preſentative for Huntingdonſhire, and at length withdicw 
timſelf from the houſe, He was however one of the coun- 
ei], compoſed of hfteen, which was inſtituted in 105, 
together with Aſhley Cooper, afterwards earl of Shaitel- 
bury, and one of the infamous group that compoſed the 
cabel miniftry. Before he was thirty years of age, he was 
joined with Deſborough to execute the office of lord-bigh- 
2dmira} of England; ſoon after which he was joined with 


© 
the great Blake in the command of the fleet. 


On the death of Oliver Cromwell, his moderate prin- 
ciples led him to wiſh the re-eſtabliſhment of the exiled 
King; eccordingly, he ſoon became one of the principal 
agents in ihe reftoration, by his influence on the fleet, as has 
been already ſeen; for which important ſervice the king 
created him ear] of Sandwich. 

Since that time the tranſactions of his life have properly 
fallen within the ſubject of this work, and have been given 
in their reſpective places. It only remains to be obſerved, 
that the cauſe of his deathwas, at the time when it hap- 
pened, very freely imputed to the want of ſupport given 


him by che centre diviſton of the ſtect under the duke of 
Vork; 
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on the duke of York, and attacked him with all 
the fury of intrepid valour, For two hours the 
engagement was maintained with ſuch activity, that 
the Dutch admiral afterwards declared it to have 


been 


Vork; and (party-prejudice laid aſide) the charge, at this 
diſtance of time, appears to be but too well ſupported, The 
duke does not ſeem to have poſſeſſed that ſhare of perſonal 
courage which was requiſite to carry a man through ſuch 
deſperate ſcenes of ſlaughter, as theſe ſea-hghts preſented, 

without diſmay. He had, once before, been engaged in the 
very thickeſt of the fight, and from the horrors of that 
dreadful day, had become a cautious commander, 

The body of the earl was taken up floating on the water, 
and brought into Harwich, where Sir Charles Littleton, 
the governor, receiving it, took immediate care for its em- 
balming, and honourable diſpoſing, till his majeſty's plea- 
ſure ſhould be known concerning it, Sir Charles allo 
ſent his majeſty the George found about the body of the 
ear], which remained, at the time of its taking up, in every 
part unblemiſhed, except ſome impreſſions made by the fire 
upon his face and breaſt. Upon which his majeſty, out 
of his princely regard to the great deſervings of the earl, 
and his unexampled performances in this laſt act of his life, 
reſolved to have his body brought up to London, there, ar 
his charge, to receive the rites of funeral, due to his great 
quality and merits. 

His body being taken out of one of his majeſty's yachts 
at Deptford, on the 3Jof July 1672, and laid, in the mo# 
ſolemn manner, in a ſumptuous barge E; atocecded by water 
to Weſtminſter bridge; attended by the king's barges, his 
royal highneſs the duke of York's ; as alſo with the ſeveral 
barges of the nobility, lord-mayor, aad the ſeveral compa- 
nies of the city of London, adorned ſuitable to the melan- 
choly occaſion, with trumpets, and other muſic, that 
ſounded the deepeſt notes. On paſting by the Tower, the 
great guns there were diſcharged, as well as at Whitehall; 
and, about five o'clock in the ev ening, the body being raket, 
out of the barge at Weſtminſter bridge, there was a pro- 
ceſſion to the abbey-church with the hi gheſt maynificence. 
Eight earls were #fliſtant to his ſon Edv ard earl of Sand- 


, B 
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been the moſt obſtinate of thirty-two actions in 


which he had been concerned. The duke's ſhip 


was ſo ſhattered that he was obliged to quit her, 
and hoiſt his flag on board another; and his diviſion 
was in danger of being overpowered, when Sir 
Joſeph Jordan, who ſucceeded Sandwich, and had 
by this time completed the confuſion of Van Ghent's 
ſhips, which Sandwich began to fpread, bore down 
to the ſuccour of the duke, and his red ſquadron, 
The battle was then more equally maintained, and 
continued, without any deciſive advantage being 
gained, till night, when the Dutch retired, and 


were not followed by the Engliſh. The Dutch were 


reſcued from a moſt diſgraceful defeat, by the ſcat- 
tered ſquadron which Van Ghent had commanded, 
rallying when they found themſelves no longer 
preſſed by the Engliſh, and bravely bearing down 
to the aſſiſtance of their countrymen. Cornelius 
Evertzen, vice-admiral of Zealand, was killed, and 
De Ruyter and Allemond narrowly eſcaped being 
burnt by fire-ſhips. The Engliſh loſt the Royal 
James, and four ſmaller men of war. The Dutch 
loſt three of their beſt ſhips, one of which was 
ſunk, another burnt, and a third, (the Staveren,) 
taken; a fourth, called the Great Holland, com- 
manded by captain Brakell, (who had gained ſuch 
honour by breaking the boom at Chatham, and 


wich, chief mourner, and moſt of the nobility and perſons 


of quality in town gave their aſſiſtance to his interment, in 


the duke of Albemarle's vault, on the north ſide of king 


Henry the Vilth's chapel “. 

Fohn, the preſent earl of Sandwich, is the fourth of that 
title, and the fifth lineal deſcendant from this great man; 
his father dying in the life-time of his grandfather z he came 
into poſſeſſion of this earldom in 1729, and has enjoyed his 
155 longer than any earl, or perhaps, than any peer now 
lving. 

b * Collins's Pecrage, Vol. III. p. 296. 
thereby 
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thereby effecting every thing which followed in con- 
ſequence of it) was entirely diſabled. 

The French ſquadron was only engaged during 
the onſet, for as ſoon as the battle grew fierce they 
cautiouſly withdrew, not from any natural cowar- 
dice, though the French navy was, at that time, 
little qualified to encounter ſuch veterans in arms as 
the Dutch then were; but the views of the French 
court led them, to play off the two maritime powers 
againſt each other. The French however, not- 
withſtanding all their backwardneſs to fight, loſt 
two men of war together with their rear- 22dmiral 
M. de la Rabiniere. Ihe Engliſh ſuſtained a very 
heavy loſs by the death of many men of note: be- 
ſides the earl of Sandwich, who was a national loſs, 
fell captain Digby, of the Henry; captain Pierce, 
of the St. George; captain Waterworth, of the 
Ann; Sir Fretcheville Holles, who commanded the 
Cambridge; Sir John Fox, of the Prince; and 
captain Hannam, of the Triumph. Among the 
volunteers there fell lord Maidſtone, Mr. Montagu, 
the ſixth ſon of the earl of Sandwich, Sir Philip 
Carteret, and Sir Charles Harboard. Of private 
men about two thouland five hundred were killed, 
and as many wounded, The Dutch did not think 
it adviſeable to publiſh any liſt, their loſs therefore 
can only be conjectured, but by the ſuppreſſion of 
it may be ſuppoſed to be too great to be told. 

The truth 1s, the republic of Holland, at that 
time, was in too perilous a h cuation to acknowledge 
a defeat at ſea; z It was therefore careſully ſuppreiled, 
and every endeavour uſed to make it appear a 
victory. 

When theſe events happened at ſea, Louis had 
made great progreſs in the conqueſt of Holland, on 
the ſide of Germany. This ſummer he kepr his 
court at Utrecht, and his troops were making in- 

Vor. II. 2. curſions 
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curſions within a league of Amſterdam itſelf. 
Thus was the greateſt mercantile republic that ever 
exiſted, upon the very brink of utter deſtruction. 
The richeſt families, and thoſe who were moſt de- 
ſirous of liberty, prepared to embark for Batavia, 
and fly even to the extremities of the world. The 
ſhips capable to make this voyage were numbered; 
and it was found, that fifty thouſand families might 
be embarked, to take refuge in their new country, 
The Dutch would no longer have exiſted but in the 
moſt diſtant part of the Faſt-Indies; and theſe 
European provinces, which ſubſiſt only by their 
Aſiatic riches, their commerce, and by their liberty, 
would on a ſudden, have been ruined and depo- 
pulated. Amſterdam, which 1s the ſtaple and the 
magazine of Europe, wherein commerce and the 
arts are cultivated by three hundred thoufand men, 
would preſently have become only one vaſt Jake. 
Ali the adjacent lands require immenſe expence, 
and many thouſands of men, to raiſe and maintain 
their banks; and they would probably, at once, 
have wanted the ſupport both of men and money, 
and would at laſt have been overwhelmed by the ſea, 
leaving Louis XIV. only the wretched glory of 
having deſtroyed one of the fineſt and moſt extraor- 
dinary monuments of human induſtry. 

Four deputies came to the king's camp, to im- 
plore his clemency in the name of a republic, which, 
{ix months before, had thought itfelf the arbiter 
between kings. Ihe deputies were not received 
by the miniſters of Louis X1V. with that politeneſs 
ſo peculizr to the French, who, even in the ſeverity 
of government, retain their civility and complai- 
ſance. Louvois, the miniſter, who was proud and 
moroſe, and more capable to ſeive his maſter well, 
than to render him beloved, received theſe ſuppli- 
ants with haughtineſs, and even with the inſult of 

raillery. 
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raillery. They were made to return ſeveral different 
times: but at laſt the king ordered his determina- 
tion to be declared to them; which was, that the 
States ſhould give up to him all they poſſeſſed on 
the other fide of the Rhine, comprehending Nime- 
gen, together with ſeveral other towns and forts in 
che heart of their territories; that they ſhould pay 
him twenty millions; that the French ſhould be 
maſters of all the great roads of Holland, both by 
land and water, without paying toll; that the ca- 
tholic religion ſhould be cvery- where reſtored ; that 
the republic ſhould, every year, ſend an ambaſſa- 
dor extraordinary to France with a gold medal, 
wi;c-reon ſhould be engraved an acknowledgement, 
that they held their ] bert es of Louis XIV. and 
finally, that they ſhould allo make ſatisfaction to 
the king of England, and the princes of the em- 
pire, particularly thoſe of Cologne and Munſter, by 
whom Holland ſtill continued to be ravaged. 

Theſe conditions of a peace, which approached 
fo near to ſlavery, appeared intolerable; and the 
rigour of the conqueror inſpired the vanquiſhed 
with a deſperate courage. The Dutch reſolved to 
die with their arms in their hands. The hearts and 
the hopes of the nation were all turned upon the 
prince of Orange. The people became enraged 
againſt the grand penſionary, who had ſued for 
peace; and iheir feditious fury ſoon joined the de- 
ſigns and animoſity of the prince's party. An at- 
tempt was immediately made againſt the life of the 
grand pealionary John De Witt and Cornelius his 
brother, both whom the populace at the Hague 
murdered. They immediately cut the dykes which 
kept out the ſca; and the country houſes, which 


are innumerable about Amſterdam, the villages, 


and the neighbouring towns, ſuch as Leyden and 
Delft, were overwhelmed. The country people did 
L 1-2 no 
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not repine at ſeeing their herds of cattle drowned in 
the fields. Amſterdam appeared like a valt fortreſs 
in the midſt of the fea, furrounded with ſhips of 
war, which had depth of water ſufficient to make 
them be ſtationed round the city. There was the 
greateſt ſcarcity among the inhabitants; eſpecaall 
of freſh water, which was fold for ſix-pence half a 

int: but they conſidered theſe neceſſities as more 
tolerable than Navery. It is worthy the obſervation 
of j ofterity, that Holland, when thus diſtreſſed and 
overwhelmed on land, and, as it were, no longer a 
State, yet continued formidable at ſea ; which, in- 
deed, is the true element of this people“. 

Theſe diltrefies of the Dutch, and the boundleſs 
ambition of the French monarch, procurcd them 
many powerful frends, who could not be indifferent 
ſpectatots of the ruin of thoſe provinces. The em- 
peror Leopold, the great clector of Brandenburgh, 
Frederic William, th: governor of the Spaniſh Ne- 
therlands, all joined in ſupporting the Dutch; and 
as no more congueits could be made in a country 
overwhelmed with water, Louis thought it adviſe- 
able to Jeave his army, and return home. Soon 
after, the army being weakened by numerous gar- 
riſons in the towns which had been reduced, was 
obliged to retreat before the prince of Orange, then 
elected ſtadtholder, who recovered all that the French 
had ſcized. 

There was no ally on whom the Dutch more de- 
pended for aſſiſtance than the parliament of Eng- 
land, and the king's neceſſities obliged him, at 
length to ſummon a parliament to meet on the 4th 
of February 1673. 

10 this parliament, Britain perhaps, owes the 
liberty it now enjoys. Charles opened the ſeſſion, 


* Valtuire's Age ef Louis XIV. Vol. I, p. 139. 


by 
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by obſerving, in high terms, that he would not be 
contradicted in his reſolutions to maintain his grant 
of indulgence; and that, inſtead of diminiſhing, 
he intended to encreaſe his army. a declaration 
which diſcovered, that he thought he had a right to 
make the laws depend upon his will, and to obtain 
his will by an army, to whoſe eſtabliſhment parlia- 
ment had not conſented. But the houſe of com- 
mons, with a true Engliſh ſpirit, remonſtrated, in 
an addreſs, that the diſpenſing power he had aſ- 
ſerted in his declaration, did not belong to his 
crown. Charles gave an ambiguous anſwer, and in 
a ſecond addrels, they inlified on one more explicit, 
In another, they preſſed him to diſmiſs the popiſh 
officers of his army; and in a fourth, to diſband 
the army itſelf, 2s ſoon as the peace was concluded. 
They paſſed the famous teſt-act againſt popery, 
which ſtruck the ſtaff of lord high-treaſurer from 
the hand of lord Clifford, and that of lord high- 
admiral from the hand of the king's brother. 
Charles now declining a conflict with his parliament, 
relinquiſhed his pretenſion to a diſpenſing power; 
breaking, with his own hands, the ſeals affixed to the 
declaration of indulgence; and declared his incli— 
nation to give ſatisfaction to his people, and to ex- 
pole his new miniiters to their vengeance, 

Ihe cabal, to eſcape that vengeance, made the 
ſame ſudden turn with their maſter. Shafteſbury, 
who was now chancellor, ſaying aloud, * that the 
prince who forſook himſelf, deierved to be for- 
taken,” put himſelf at the head of the oppoſition, 
and urged the recall of the unconſtitutional meaſures 
which he himſelf had adviſed; and Buckingham 
prepared to follow his exainple. Arlington, who 
had been diſobliged by Clifford's being appointed 
treaſurer, and who was married to a Dutch woman, 
privately paid his court to the prince of Orange, 


and 
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and joined the popular party in parliament. The 
furious Clifford, filled with indignation, retired 
into the country; and Lauderdale alone adhering 
to Charles, preſſed him, in vain, to march the 
Scotch army into England. But not being able to 
prevail, joined in the national complaints againſt 
the duke. Ihe commons however, to recompence 
the king for his conceſſions, granted him a ſupply, 
and paiied an act of general pardon and indemnity, 
which ſcreened the above miniſters from all farther 
Enquiry. 

Although the chief attention of the belligerent 
powers was confined to the vicinity of their reſpective 
Rates, yet Sir Tobias Bridges, with fix ſhips from 
Barbadoes, took from the Dutch the Iſland of To- 
bago, in the Weſt-Indies; and alſo St. Euſtatia, 
the latter of which was 1e-taken ſoon after by the 
Dutch admiral, Evertzen. On the other hand, the 
Hollanders poſſeſſed themſelves of St. Helena; 
but this alſo was ſoon recovered, the Engliſn fur- 
prizing the Dutch garriſon, at a place where only 
two perſon a- breaſt could climb up the rocks. 

But though the king had, for ſome time tacitly 
relinguif} eck the diſpenüng power, he was ſtill re- 
ſolved to pericvere in his alliance with France, and 
in the Dutch war, and the money granted him by 
Parliament enabled him to equip a fleet, the com- 
mand of which he gave to prince Rupert, under 
whom commanded the earl of Oſſory, and Sir Ed- 
ward Spragge; a French fleet, commanded by 
d' Etrœes, Joined them. The combined fleets ſet 
ail towards the coaſts of Holland on the 28th of 
May, and found the enemy lying at anchor within 
the jands of Schonveit, in Zealand. 

{here is a natural confuſion attending ſea-fights, 
even ro rc other military tranſactions; derived 
jrom the precarious operations of winds and tices, 

as 
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as well as from the ſmoke and darkneſs, in which 
every thing is there involved. No wonder there- 
fore that accounts of theſe battles are apt to con- 


tain uncertainties and contradictions ; eſpecially 


when delivered by writers of the hoſtile nations, 
who take pleaſure in exalting the advantages of 
their own countrymen, and depreſſing thoſe of the 
enemy. All we can ſay with certainty of this bat- 

tle is, that both ſides boaſted of the victory; and 
we may thence infer, that the event was not deci- 
ſive. The Dutch, being near home, retired into 
their harbours. In a week they were refitted, and 
preſented themſelves again to the combined fleets. 
A new action enſued, not more decilive than the 
foregoing. It was not fought with great obſtinacy 
on either ſide; but whether the Dutch, or the allies 
firſt retired, ſeems to be a matter of uncertainty. 
The loſs, in the former of theſe actions, fell chief 


on the French, whom the Engliſh, diffident of their 


intentions, took care to place under their own 
ſquadrons; and they thereby expoled them to 
all the fire of the enemy. I here ſeems not to have 
been a ſhip loſt on either fide in the fecond engage- 
ment. 

It was ſufficient glory to De Ruyter, that, with 
a fleet much inferior to the combined ſquadrons of 
France and England, he could figit them without 
any notable diſadvantage ; ; and it was ſufficient vic- 
tory, that he could defeat the project of a deſcent 
in Zealand, which, had it taken place, had endan- 
gered, in the preſent circumſtances, the total OVEr- 
throw of the Du:ch commonwealth. Prince Ru- 
pert was alſo ſuſpected not to favour the King's pro- 
jects for ſubduing Holland, or enlarging his autho« 
rity at home; and from theie motives he was 
thought not to have prefſed to hard on the enemy, 
as his well-known valour gave reaton to cxpect. 
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It is indeed remarkable, that during this war, though 
tbe Engliſh, with their allies, much overmatched 
the Hollanders, they were not able to gain any ad- 


vantage over them; while in the former war, though 


often overborne by numbers, they ſtil] exerted 
themſelves with the greateſt courage, and always 
acquired great renown, ſometimes even ſignal vic- 
tories. But they were diſguſted at the preſent mea- 
ſures, which they deemed pernicious to their coun- 
try; they were not ſatisfied in the juſtice of the 
quarrel; and they entertained a perpetual jealouſy 
of their confederates, whom, had they been per- 
mitted, they would, with much more pleaſure, have 
deſtroyed, than even the enemy themſelves. 

If prince Rupert was not favourable to the deſigns 
of the court, he enjoyed as little favour from the 
court, at leaſt from the duke, who, though he could 
no longer command the fleet, ſtill polſeſſed the 
chief authority in the adrairalty. The prince com- 
plained of a total want of every thing, powder, 
ſhot, proviſions, beer, and even water; and he went 
into harbour, that he might refit his ſhips, and ſup- 
ply their numerous necetfities. After ſome weeks 
he was refitted, and he again put to fea ® 

About the middle of the month of July prince 
Rupert was again on the Dutch coalt, having on 


board his fleet the troops intended ſor making a 


deſcent, A Dutch Eaſt India ſhip, richly laden, 
was taken, and De Ruyter bent on getting rid of 
ſuch troubleſome gueſts, bore down to engage the 
two fleets. Prince Rupert hereupon fen' repeated 
orders to the French admiral to make ſail, which 
however, he very faintly complicd with. 1 he flow 
manner in which the French advanced, gave the 
Dutch admiral an opportunity oi gaining the wind, 


* Hume's Hiſt, cf England, Vol. VIII. p. 508. 2 
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which he did not negle&t. Early on the 11th of 
Auguſt, he bore down upon the confederates, who 
were formed in good order; the French in the 
van, prince Rupert in the centre, and Sir Edward 
Spragge in the rear; and in this ſituation the French 
had a fair opportunity of getting the wind of the 
enemy, which however they neglected. The Eng- 
liſh fleet conſiſted of about ſixty men of war and 
frigates, the French of thirty, and the Dutch of 
about ſcventy: ſo that the royal fleets were indiſ- 
putably ſuperior to that of the republic *. Bran- 
kert was oppoled to d'Etrees, De Ruyter to prince 
Rupert, Tromp to Spragge. It is remarkable, 
that in all actions theſe brave admirals laſt menti- 
oned had ſtil] ſelected each other, as the only anta- 
goniſts worthy their valour; and no deciſive ad- 
vantage had as yet been gained by either of them. 
They fought in this battle as if there was no mean 
between death and victory F. 

The French fleet in general, rear-admiral Martel 
alone excepted, kept aloof; and Brankert, inſtead 
of attacking them, bore down to the aſſiſtance of 
De Ruyter, who was engaged in furious combat 
with prince Rupert. On no occaſion did the prince 
acquire more deſerved honour: his conduct as 
well as valour, ſhone out with diſtinguiſhe luſtre, 
Having diſengaged his tquadron from the numerous 
enemies with whom he was every where ſurrounded, 
and having joined Sir John Chichely, his rear-ad- 
miral, who had been ſeparated from him, he 
haſtened to the relief of Spragge, who was hard 
preſſed by Tromp's ſquadron. i he Royal Prince, 
in which Spragge firit engaged, was fo diſabled, 
that he was obliged to hoiſt his fag on board the 
St. George; while 'l romp was, for a like reaſon, 
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obliged to quit his ſhip, the Golden Lion, and go 
on board the Comet. The fight was renewed with 
the utmoſt fury by theſe valorous rivals, and by the 
rear-admirals, their ſeconds. Offory, rear-admiral 
to Spragge, was preparing to board Tromp, when 
he ſaw the St. George terribly torn, and in a man- 
ner diſabled. Spragge was leaving her in order to 
hoiſt his flag on board a third ſhip, and return to 
the charge, when a ſhot, which had paſſed through 
the St. George, took his boat and ſunk her, The 
admiral was drowned, to the great regret of Tromp 
himſelf “. Prince Rupert, perceiving that whole 

diviſion 


* Little is known of this officer before the firſt battle 
which was fought with the Dutch in the war of 1665, on 
he zd of June, when he commanded a man of war, and to 
much diſtinguiſhed himſelf as to be particularly noticed by 
the duke of Vork; and the king vifiting his navy ſoon af- 
ter, conferred on him the honour of knighthood. He was 
likewiſe in the four days battle which was fought in June 
1666, under the command of the earl of Albemarle, 
wherein he was equally conſpicuous for his courage and 
conduct, In the ſuccceding battle, which was fought on 
the 24th of July, he was advanced to a flag, under Sir Je- 
remizh Smith, admiral of the blue ſquadron, who maintained 
an obſtinate epgegement with Van Tromp's diviſion, which 
he greatly ſhattered, and killed the Dutch rear-admiral. 
But the action in which he ſtood foremoſt, and alone, was 
in the defence of Sheerneſs, when that fortreſs was affailed 
by the Dutch on the 1oth of June 1667. Here he had 
every inconventence to ſupply ; a ſmall garriſon, unfiniſhed 
fortifications, and the place unprepared for a defence; 
et his perſonal bravery and good conduct ſerved to coun- 
terb alance all theſe cefecls for a conſiderable time; but 
when he found it no longer poſſible to maintain his ground, 
he quitted that untenable poit, and betook himſelf to the 
ſhips, as the only efiectual means of annoying the enemy is 
their bold career. All the ſorce that he could aſſemble to- 
gether was no more than five frigates, ſeventeen fire-ſhips, 
and ſome tenders ; With theſe he gave a very effectual check 
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diviſion almoſt totally diſabled, ſent three fire- 
ſhips among the Dutch fleet, which was likewiſe 
greatly damaged, and made ſignal for the French 
ſquadron to bear down and engage. Had they 

obeyed 


to Van Neſſe, when he attempted to penetrate up the river, 
after the attempt that had been made upon Landguard- 
Fort. 

The talents of this gentleman were not merely profeſſi- 
onal ; for his polite manners and extenſive knowledge pro- 
cured him to be appointed negotiator in more than one treaty 
of conſequence ;z but it may perhaps be thought little to 
his reputation, that he was appointed to fettle ſome alli- 
ances, when that deſtructive confederacy againſt Holland 
wa formed. His great patron was the duke of York; and 
as he was indebted to him for his advancement, fo was he 
ever ready to promote his deſigns. Whatever were his re- 
ligious principles, it is evident that he was not an open and 
avowed papiſt, as he went out an admiral the ſummer after 
the teſt- act was paſſed. 

His gallant conduct in the Mediterranean agafnſt the py- 
ratical States of Barbary has been already related, and whilſt 
upon that employment, he was certainly exceeded by none, 
in the effential ſervices he rendered his country, Blake 
alone excepted, When returning to England from this 
honourable ſervice. he fell in with Sir Robert Holmes, off 
the Iſle of Wight, who was ſecretly ſent with a ſquadron, 
felon:ouſly to make prize of the Dutch Smyrna, or Levant 
fleet; ſo much were honour and juſtice diſcarded by the 
adminiſtration of England at that time! Going on board 
Sir Robert's ſhip, Spregge informed him in diſcourſe, without 
gueſſing at the importance of the intelligence, that he had 
failed ſeveral days with the Dutch Smyrna fleet, and that 
they were but a little way off, Holmes gave no intimation 
to Spragge of his deſtination, not choſing to have a ſharer 
in the honour and wealth which he expected to acquire ; 
but asthe event did not realize the hopes which had been 
raiſed, it blaſted his reputation with the world; and this 
referve produced a quarre} between him and Sir Edward 
Spragge, which was never afterwards adjuſted . 
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obeyed this order while the enemy were in confu- 
ſion, occaſioned by the fire-ſhips, a victory would 
probably have been obtained ; but the French ad- 


miral paid no regard to the ſignal, and the greateſt 
Part 

Sir Edward was concerned in the memorable fight of 
Solbay, in which he ſunk a Dutch ſhip of ſixty guns. 

When, by the paſſing of the teſt- act, the duke of York 
was drawn from his command at ſez, and prince Rupert 
appointed to command the grand fleet againſt the Dutch, 
Spragge was preferred before Holmes to the blue flag, not 
with} the cordial approbation of prince Rupert, between 
whom and our admiral a coolneſs ſubſiſted. In the battle 
which was fought on the 28th of May, 1673, the public 
ſervice does not appear to have ſuffered by tne miſunder- 
{ſtanding of the commanders. Sir Edward fought Van 
Tromp ſeven hours, forced him to quit his ſhip no leſs than 
three times, znd that brave Dutchman was in imminent 
danger either of being killed, or taken, whilſt he fought in 
the fourth, from which he was reſcued by De Ruyter; Sir 
Edward bimſelf was twice obliged to change his ſhip. On 
this occaſion, prince Rupert, laying aſide all private pique, 
gave a very honourable teſtimony of Sir Edward's conduct, 
in his letter to the ear] of Arlington. © Sir Edward 
Spragge,” ſays his highneſs, „did, on his fide, maintain 
the fight with ſo much courage and retolution, that their 
whole b-dy gave way to ſuch a degree, that had it not been 
for fear of the ſhoals, we had driven them into their har- 
bours, 2:44 ine king would have had a better account of 
them.” Ja che batile tought the week after that of Solbay, 
Sir Edward Spragge and Van Tromp again ſingled cach 
other out for combatants. Again the Engliſh admiral! pre- 
vailed; and he was on the point of determining the fate of 
his rival, when the vigilance of De Ruyter again ſnatched 
him ſrom ceſcat, 

In the battle which cloſed his career of glory, his impa- 
tiance to attack Van 'I romp led hm to ſlight the orders of 
the comr:ander in chief; ſer inſtead of fighting by the fide 
of prince Rupert, he bore down on the diviſiun which his 
antagoniſt commanded, and having engaged his ſquadron, 
continucd fighting for many hours, at a diſtance om. the 
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part of the Engliſh fleet had been ſo roughly 
handled, that the prince could not purſue his ad- 
vantage: he therefore collected his ſtraggling ſhips, 
and hauled off to the Engliſh coalts, leaving the 
victory undecided. 


Notwith- 


fleet. Sir Edward was at firſt on board the Royal Prince, 
and Tromp in the Golden Lion ; but after a diſpute of about 
three hours, in which the Dutch admiral avoided coming 
to a cloſe hight, Sir Edward's ſhip was ſo diſabled, that he 
was forced to go on board the St. George, as Tromp did 
on board the Comet. Then the fight began again with 
greater fury than before. At laſt, the St. George was ſo 
battered, that Sir Edward thought fit to leave her, and to 
endeavour to go on board the Royal Charles; but before 
his boat had rowed ten times its own length from the St. 
George, it was pierced by a cannon ſhot; upon which the 
crew endeavoured to get back again; but before that could 
be effected, Sir Edward was drowncd ; his hands taking fa 
dead a hold on the ſide of the boat, that when it came to 
float, he was found with his head and ſhoulders above 
water *. 

Thus fell the brave Sir Edward Spragge, by which Van 
Tromp might boaſt his ſuperior good fortune, but neither a 
greater ſhare of intrepidity nor naval (kill than his vanquiſhed 
foe. We are told by Echa d, that when Spragge took leave 
of the king, on going aboard the fleet for the lait time, he 
promiſed his majeſty that he would bring him Van I romp 
alive or dead, or elſe loſe his own lite in the attempt +. 
Theſe two dauntleſs commanders ieem to have ſingled each 
other ou, from a vehement defire of deciding by death, or 
victory, that diſputed pre eminence which. could no other- 
wiſe be awarded, Each took his command at the ſame 
time; the one ſucceeding the earl of Sandwich, the other 
Van Ghent. Dutch writers ſpeak of his death with that 
concern, which a brave man's death will always excite; 
and deſeribe him as one of the boldeſt men, and beſt com- 
manders, that ever fought at ica, Our own writers are li- 


beral 

An 7 Relation of the Actions of the Fleet under Prince Rupert, 
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Notwithſtanding all the advantages which the 
Dutch gained on the blue ſquadron, yet they nei- 
ther toolt nor funk one Engliſh man of war; and 
killed but two Cantains, Sir William Reeves, _ 
captain Hvar, heſides the galiant admiral Spragg 
and no great number of private men. On heir 
fide they loft two vice-admirals, Sweers and Lieſde, 
three capta! NS, an 4 about one thouſand private men. 
The benefits they drew from this battle were great, 
for they thereby opened their ports, which before 
the battle were entirely ſhut up, and defeated all 
thoughts of an invahon. When Martell, the 
French admiral, remonſirated with the captains of 
his own diviſion for deſerting him ſo baſcly, they 
told him plainly, they had orders from the com- 
mander in chief not to obey his ſignals. On his 
return to France, Dr. Campbell aflerts, from the 
authority of a pamphlet publiſhed toon after the 
action, and written by a perſon of conſequence on 
board the Eng. fleet, that Martel was ſent to the 
baſtile, for the active part he had taken in the en- 
gagement 

* Lives of the Admirals, Vol. II. p. 317. 


beral in their praifes of his valour; among the reſt, biſhop 
Parker deſcribes the laſt ſcene of his life as follows 
„ There was a remarkable fight between Spragge and 
Tremp ; for theſe having mutually agreed to attack each 
other, not out of ha itred, but a thirſt of glory; they en- 
gaged with all the rage, or as it were, with all the ſport of 
war. They came ſo cloſe to one another, that like an army 
of foot, hey fought at once with their guns and ſwords, 
Almoſt at every turn, both their ſhips, though not funk, 
wer yet bored through, their cannon being diſcharged within 
common cun-ſhot : neither did one ball fall in vain into 
hehe: bat each ſhip pierced the other, as if they had 
JEM. WIN bears +, 
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Soon after this battle the Engliſh returned into 
the Thames; and the French ſquadron, about the 
middle of September, failed home; but ſuffered fo 
much by a ſtorm, that they employed a whole month 
in reaching Breſt. 

The king of Sweden had offered his mediation 
to adjuſt the differences between the contending 
powers, and a congreſs was thereupon opened at 
Cologne. But theſe conferences were not ſucceſs- 
ful. After this battle the States-general wrote to 
Charles, wherein they expreſſed their earnelt deſire 
of peace, and their true ſenſe of the obſtacles that 
had hitherto retarded it. In this letter they ſpoke 
very frecly to the king of his miniſters, and K his 
ally; they repreſented to him how glorious, as well 
as how advantageous a ſtep, a ſeparate peace mutt 
prove, which would give umbrage only to the 
French, and pleaſe all the reſt of Europe. Far her, 
ro enduce the king to peace, they repreſented the 
baſe behaviour of the French in the laſt ſea-bghrs, 
and that an offer had been made them from France 
of a ſeparate peace, without any reſpect being had 
to England. Charles, by this time, perceived that 
it would be impoſſible to maintain the war while the 
parliament was fo determined to make the redre's 
of grievances precede the granting of ſup, li's, he 
therefore made a virtue of neceſſity, and laid 4 
terms propoſed by the marquis de Freſno, 1 
Spaniſh miniſter at London, who was inveited Win 
full powers to treat of peace, before his parli-me-t ; 
and on their paſſing a vote, humbly der ny hi: 
to proceed in a treaty wich the States, in ordert io a 
ood peace, he directed Sir Wil iam Se to 

negotiate it with the Spaniſh envoy. In fifteen da 
from the beginning of the conference the rency 
was concluded, 28th of February, 1674; it con- 
iltcd of a renewal of the pe.ce of Breda, with ſe - 
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veral additions. The honour of the flag was 
yielded by the Dutch in the moſt extenſive manner; 
commercial regulations were made, all poſſeſſions 
were reſtored to the fame condition as before the 
war; the Engliſh planters at Surinam were allowed 
to remove at pleaſure; and the States agreed to pay 
the king of England the ſum of eight hundred 
thouſand patacoons, near three hundred thouſand 
pounds ſterling, towards defraying the expence of 
his armaments. Four days after the parliament was 
prorogued, the peace was proclaimed in London, 
to the great joy of the people. Spain had declared 
that ſhe could no longer remain neuter, if hoſtilities 
were continued againſt Holland ; and a ſenſible 
decay of trade was foreleen, in caſe a rupture ſhould 
enſue with that kingdom. The proſpect of this 
loſs contributed very much to increaſe the national 
averſion to the war, and to enliven the joy for its 
concluſion *, There was in the French ſervice a 
body of Engliſh troops, to the number of ten thou- 
ſand men, who had acquired honour in every action 
in which they fought, and had greatly contributed 
to the rapid tu: ceſſes which the French king, at 
one time, was crowned with. theſe troops were 
very obnoxious to the Dutch, but Charles pleaded 
that he was bound 1n honour not to recall them; 
he however pledged himſelf to the States, by a ſe- 
cret article, not to allow them to be recruited. But 
this engagement his partiality to France prevented 
him from obſc: ving. 

Though the parliament thanked the king for 
this peace, which was extremely agreeable to the 
nation, they ftitt continued to examine grievances. 
They inlified on the king's diſbanding his land- 
forces and guards; they appointed a committee to 
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conſider the militia-law paſſed in the Scottiſh parli- 
ament, authorizing the army of that kingdom to 
march into any part of the king's dominions by an 

order of their council. Another committee was 
directed to enquire into the ſtate of Ireland, with 
reſpect to religion, the regular troops, and the mi— 
litia, They prepared one bill for explaining and 
maintaining the privilege of the habeas-corpus ; and 
brought in another, obliging the members of both 
houſes to take the reſt-oath. Charles was not a little 
mortified at this ſpirit in the parliament, but he 
rendered theſe mealures ineffectual, by an immediate 
prorogation; and having thus freed himſelf from all 
foreign and domeſtic diſputes, he relapſed into a life 
of indolence, effeminacy, and pleaſure. 

The duke of York had now married Maria 
D'Eſte, ſitter to Francis, duke of Modena; the prin- 
ceſs being of the Romiſh communion, the match 
was extremely diſreliſned by the nation. He had 
before married Anne, a daughter of the earl of Cla- 
rendon, by whom he had two daughters, the princeſs 
Maria and princeſs Anne. 

In March 1675, Sir John Narborough was ſent 
with a ſquadron to the Mediterranean, to chaſtiſe 
the pyrates of Tripoli, who had interrupted our 
trade in that ſea, and coming before the place 
in the dead of the night, manned out his boats, 
and ſent them into the port, under the con- 
duct of his lieutenant, Mr. Cloudeſley Shovel, 
(afterwards Sir Cloudelley) who firſt ſeizing the 
enemy's guard boat, went on undilcovered, and 
ſurprized all the Tripoline ſhips which lay in port, 
being four in number; having burnt them, he re- 
turned in triumph to the fleet, without the lots of 
one man“. This boid and effectual ſtroke brought 
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the Tripolines to conclude a peace with the Englith. 
admiral, in which they made all the conceſſions that 
were delired. 

The war between France and Holland ſti]! con- 
tinued to be maintained in Flanders; the prince of 
Orange, who headed the army of the States, di- 
played the ſkill of the moſt experienced general, 
with the bravery of a dauntleſs hero, and ſucec ſofully 
made head againſt all the force which Louis could 
bring down againſt him. 

The Engliſh nation could not quietly remain a 
ſpectator of this unequal conflict; they felt a hy m- 
pathetic commiſeration for the States of Holland, 
being powerfully engaged in their intereſt from the 
principles of religious and civil liberty, which had 
been equally contended for by both countries. 
The commons therefore addreſſed the king, entreat- 
ing him not to defer the entering into ſuch alli- 
ances as might ſecure his own dominions and the 
liberties of Europe; and in caſe war with the 
French king ſhould be the reſult of his meaſures, 
they promiſed to grant him ſuch aids and ſupplies 
as would enable him to ſupport the honour and in— 
tereſt of the nation. The king replied, that the 
only way to prevent danger was to put him in a 
condition to make preparation for his ſecurity. 
The parliament looking on this as a demand for 
money, empowesed the king to borrow, on the ad- 
ditional exciſe, two hundred thouſand pounds, at 
ieven per cent. The king was not ſatisfied with 
this parſimonious grant; he therefore. let them 


know, that unleſs they ſupplied him with fix hun- 


dred thouſand pounds upon new funds, it would 
not be poſſible for him without expoſing the nation 
to manifeſt danger, to ſpeak or act thoſe things, 
which would anſwer the end of their addreſſes. The 
houſe took this meſſage into conſideration, but be- 

fore 
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fore they came to any reſolution, the king ſent for 
them to Whicchall, where he told them, upon the 
wor of a king, that they ſhould not repent any 
truſt which chey might repoſe in him for the ſafety 
.of the kingdom ; thac he would not, on any conſi— 
deration, break credit w.th them, or employ their 
money to other uſes thin thoſe for which they in- 
tended it; but he would not hazard either his own 
ſafety, or theirs, by taking vigorous mealures, or 
formir g new alliances, till he were in a better con- 
dition both to defend Bis ſubjects, and offend his 
en- mies. T his ſfeech brought affairs to a ſhort 
iTue. | he king required them to truſt him with a 
large ſum; ke pawned his royal word for their ſe- 
curity : they muſt either run the riſque of loſing 
their money, or fail of thoſe alliances which they 
had piojected, and at the ſame time declare to all 
the world, the higheſt diſtruſt of their ſovereign. 
But the former conduct of the king had excited 
very reaſonable jealouſies in his people. He had 
not ſcrupled to demand ſupplies for maintaining the 
triple league, at the very moment he was concert— 
ing meaſures for breaking it, and had accordingly 
employed to that purpoſe, the ſuppites which he 
lad obtained by thoſe detuſive pre ences. They 
ſaw, too clearly, that his union with France, during 
the war againſt Folland, was founded on projects 
{ſubverſive of the rights of his people; and as the 
{ame union was Rill ſecretly maintained, the ſame 
projects might juſtly -be ſuppoſed to exiſt. They 
clearly ſaw, that the King only wanted to obtain 
the money, which he imeant, notwithſtanding his 
royal word to ſquander in an ignoble and prodigal 
manner. 1he making uſe of ſuch diſhonourable 
neans therefore, to fo ignoble an end, rendered 
him utterly unworthy the confidence of his peo- 
ple. 

Nn 2 1 he 
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The houſe of commons was now regularly divided 
into two parties, the court and the country. Some 
were inliſted in the court party by offices, nay, a 
few by bribes ſecretly given them; a practice firſt 


begun by Clifford, a dangerous miniſter : but great 


numbers were attached merely by inclination, fo 
far as they eſteemed the meaſures of the court agree- 
able to the intereſts of the nation. Private views 
and faction had likewiſe drawn fevera! into the 
country party ; but there were allo inany of that 
arty who had no other object than the public good. 
Theſe diſintereſted noe, on both ſide: S; tuctu- 
ated between the factions, and gave the ſuperiority 
ſometimes to the court, ſometimes to the oppo- 
ſition *. In the preſent emergence, a general dittruit 
of the king prevailed; and the parhainent reſolved 
not to hazard their money, in expectation of alli- 
ances, which, they bel: eved, were never intended 
to be formed. Inſtead of granting the ſupply, they 
voted an addreſs, wherein they © beſought his ma- 
jeſty to enter into a league, offenſive and defenſive, 
with the States-general of the United Provinces, 
againſt the growth and power of the French king, 
and for the preſervation of the Spaniſh Nether: 
lands; and to make ſuch other alliances with the 
contederates as ſhould ge fit and uſeful to that 
end.“ They ſupported their advice with reaſons, 
and promiſed ſpeedy and eſſectual ſupplies, for pre- 
ſerving his majeſty's "ai and enſuring the ſatety 
of the public. Ihe king pretended the higheſt 
anger at this addreſs, which he repreſented as a 
dangerous encroachment upon his prerogative. 
tie reproved the commons in ſevere terms, and or- 
dered them immediately to be adjourned. 
it is certain, that this was the critical moment, 
when the king both might, with eaſe, have pre- 
* Temple's Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 458. 
ſerved 
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ſerved the balance of power in Europe, which it has 
ſince colt this iſland a great expence of blood and 
treaſure to reſtor-, and might, by perſeverance, 
have at laſt regained, in fone tolerable meaſure, 
after all pait errors, the confidence of his people. 
This opportunity being neglected, the wound be- 
came incurable; and notwithſtanding hig momen- 
tary appearance of vigour againſt France and po- 
pery, and their momentary inclinations to rely on 
his faith: he was ſtill believed to be, at the bottom, 
engaged in the ſame intereſts, and hey ſoon relajſed 
into diſtruſt and jealouſy. The ſecret memo ers of 
this reign, which have ſince been publiſhed ®, 
prove, beyond a doubt, that the king had, at this 
time, concerted mea{ures with France, and had no 
intention to enter into a war in favour of the allies, 
He had entertained no view therefore, even when 
he pawned his royal word to his people, ihan to 
procure a grant of money ; and he trulied, that 
waile he eluded their expectations, he could not 
afterwards want pretences for palliating his con- 
duct f. 

A match was now propoſed between the prince 
of Orange and the princeis Mary, eldeſt daughter 
to the duke of York. She, and her filter Anne, 
had been educated in the proteſtant religion, and 
the prince of Orange ſcemed to reliſh the proſpect 
of fuch a marriage. Charles at firſt was neutral, or 
rather ſeemed averſe to ſuch an alliance, which he 


* Such as the letters which paſſed betwixt Danby and Montagve, 
the king's ambaſſador at Faris; Temple's Memours, and his Letters. 
In thete Jait, we lee that the King never made any propoſals of terms but 
what were advantagz ous to France, nd the prince of Orange be. 1evcd 
them to have always been concerted with the French ambufſidor, 
Vol. I. p. 439-—ln Sir John Dairy mple's Aypendix, p. 103, it appears, 
that the king had ſigned himiletf, with: ut the participation of his mi- 
niſters, a ſecter treaty with France, and had obtained a penſion on the 
ee of his neutrality: a fact, which renders his royal word, ſo- 
emniy given to his tubjects, one of the moit diſhonourable and molt 
ſcandalous acts, that ever proceeded from a throne, I Hume's 
Hiflory of Evgiard, Vol. VIII. p. 32. 
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knew muſt be extremely diſagreeable to his brother. 
But when the earl of Danby, who warnily pro- 
moed it, rejr2{ented that ſuch an union would, 
molt probably, bring over th? pri:ice of Orange to 
the views of Charles, the King began to flee it in 
a different light, and permitted his  neph ew tO VIi't 
England, after tue campaign of 1677 ſhould be 
cloſed. The prince accordingly arrived in the 
month of October, and repaired to the court, which 
was then at Newmarket. He was extremely we!l 
leaſed with the character and perſon of Mary ; and 
until ke had had an opportunity of being acquainte« 
with the lady, he declined entering with the king 
into the ſubjet of the marriage; for fo oppo- 
ſite were the ſentiments of this prince from thoſe of 
perſons of his rank, that he declared he placed a 
great part of his happineſs i in domeſiic ſatis'attion, 
and would not, upon any conſideration of interctt 
or politics, eh himfelf wich a perſon difagreeable 
to him. When the prince diſcovered his attach - 
ment, Charles concluded he {ſhould find him diſ- 
poſed to yieid a ready acquieſcence to his views; 
but the king found him refuſe to concert any 
terms for the general peace, till his marriage ſhould 
be conſummated. He foreſaw, he ſaid, from the 
fituation of affairs, that his allies were likely to 
have hard terms; and he never would expoſe him- 
{If to the reproach of having ſacrificed their inte- 
reſts to promote his own purpoſes. Charles ſtill 
believed that that Roman inflexibility and virtue of 
his nephew would, at length, be brought to yield 
to the blandi ment of love and ambition, and 
hoping, at laſt, to triumph over ſuch immaculate 
honour, he protracted the day of marriage. Wil- 
liam was too quick-fighted to be made the dupe of 
his uncle's intrigues ; he therefore told Sir William 


Temple, that he heartily repented coming to Eng- 
land, 
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land, deſiring him to tell the king, that he was de- 
termincd to depart in two days; but beſore he 
went, the king, he ſaid, muſt chooſe the terms on 
which they ſhou!d hereafter live together: he was 
ſire it mutt be like the greateſt friends, or the 
createſt enemies. The king was 1atimidated by the 
r-folute deportment of the young prince; he knew 
him to be extremely popular in England, and that 
ie had maintained a correſpondence, during the laſt 
war, with thoſe illuſtrious patriots that oppoſed the 
corrupt mreaſures of the court-party. Temple and 
Danby did not fail to diſplay the miſchievous con- 
ſequences that would reſult from a rupture with 
the prince of Orange. Charles, ſtruck with the 
reprefentation of the evils reſulting from a quarrel, 
reſolved inſtantly to yield with a good grace; and, 
having paid a coinpliment to his nephew's honeſty, 
he told Temple that che marriage was concluded, 
and deſired him to inform his brother the duke of 
it, as of an affair already reſolved on. The duke 
ſeemed ſurprized, but gave a ready compliance, 
ſaying, it was always a maxim with him, to yield 
an aſſent to whatever he found to be the king's 
pleaſure. Charles agreed to the prince's own terms; 
and the portion of the princeſs was fixed at forty 
thouſand pounds. This match was the only meaſure, 
during this unpopular reign, that gave general fa- 
tisſaction; all parties ſtrove who ſhould applaud it 
moſt. The ci:y of London welcg ned the news 
with extraordinary demouſtrations- of joy and ap- 
probation. The lord-mayor regaled the whole 
court with great magn.ticence. An alliance with a 
prince, delcended from a noble race of heroes, 
himſelf retaining all the virtues of his anceſtry, 
was a joyful event to a people breathing after 
freedom, who had, through that whole century, a 
ſhort period only excepted, been governed by a 
ſucceſſion 
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ſucceſſion of princes, who had made the welfare of 
the nation ſubſervient to their own ambition. | 

Immediately upon the marriage, Charles and his 
nephew entered into conferences for a plan of paci- 
fication, the terms of which, after much alterca- 
tion, were at length adjuſted. The prince of 
Orange undertook to lay the conditions before the 
States, and-uſe all his influence to obtain their con- 
currence, whilſt Charles engaged to bring over the 
French king to them; at the ſame time expreſſing 
his firm adherence to this plan of pacification, and 
that he would come to an open rupture with Louis, 
thould he refuſe the proffered mediation. The 
prince having now accompliſhed every public as well 
as private object of his journey to England, returned 
with his bride to Holland. 

An ambaſſador was ſoon after fent from England 
to the court of France, to notify this agreement. 
The French king ſuppreſſed his reſentment on the 
occaſion. He told Mr. De Duras, the envoy, that 
the king, his matter, knew he might always com- 
mand a peace, but he thought it was hard to part 
with ſome of thoſe towns in Flanders, where he had 
expended large ſums on the fortifications; he hoped 
his brother would not break with him for a few 
towns; but even with regard to theſe, he would 
ſend inſtructions to Barillon, his ambaſſador at 
London. 

The French king knew, that there was one argu- 
ment which would always weigh with ſuch a neceſ- 
ſitous and prodigal prince as Charles. Barillon re- 
ceived ſecret inſtructions to relinquiſh, if neceſſary, 
all the towns except 1 ournay, and to even promiſe 
an equivalent for that, if the ſucceſs of the treaty 
reſted on ſuch a conceſſion; but that miniſter ca- 
joled the king in ſuch a manner, that his agreement 


with the prince of Orange was ſoon forgotten, 
and 


OUT 


\ 
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and a negotiation of a very different nature ſet on 
foot. 

Charles, like an Aſiatic prince, uſually paſſed a 
great part of his time in the apartments of his con- 
cubines, where the clamours of his people were 
never ſuffered to obtrude. Mademoiſelle Que- 
rouaille, ducheſs of Portſmouth, had long been his 
favourite miſtreſs, and engroſſed the chief ſhare of 
her monarch's attention; here, among other gay 
company, he often met with Barillon, the French 
ambaſſador, a man of polite converſation, who was 
admitted into all the amuſements of that inglorious 
prince. On theſe occaſions, when gaiety and plea- 
fure had taken full polſetfio n of the king, the 
French miſtreſs, and the French miniſter, brought 
over his thoughtleſs d:ſpolition to a ſubſerviency to 
French politics, It was the charms of this ſaunt-_ 
ering, eaſy life, which, during his later years, at- 
tached Charles to his miſtreſſes. By the inſinuations 
of Barillon, and the ducheſs of Portſmouth, an 
order was procured, in one of thoſe unguarded hours, 
which inſtantly changed the face of affairs in Eu— 
rope. One Du Croſs, a French fugitive monk, was 
ſent to Sir William Temple, directing him to apply 
to the Swediſh ambaſſador, and perſuade him not 
to inſiſt on the conditions required from France, but 
to ſacrifice to general peace thole intereſts of Sweden. 
Du Croſs, who had ſecretly received inſtructions 
from Barillon, publiſhed every where in Holland, 
the commiſſion with which he was entruſted ; and all 
men took the alarm. It was concluded that the 
plan of conduct which Charles had ſo ſolemnly 
avowed, was already diſcarded, and that no reliance 
could be placed on any afſurances which the Hngliſn 
court might make. Ihe king, afterwards, when he 
ſaw Temple, treated this important matter in raillery; 
and faid, laughing, that the rogue, Du Croſs, had 
outwitted them all. 


V OL. II. | O o The 
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The character of this baneful prince is very 
ſtrongly diſplayed in this long-protracted treaty, 
which, at length, brought on the peace of iv ime- 
guen; we al! there fore relate another circumſtance 
concerning him In one period of the treaty, the 
States of Holla d preſſed Charles to an immediate 
declaration of war againſt France; and Sir William 
Jempie, a very able, a nd a very faithful minitter, 
. undertaken, with the Dutch ambaſſador, to 
nforce heir ſult, by aſſuring the king that they 
would break off their negotiation wit h Louis, and 
at 5 in conjunction with their allies. 
Charles undi all evaſion ineffectual, told Tem- 
ple, that as the States were not averſe to embrace 
the terms acceded to by France, and as Louis had 
coffe ed to purchaſe, with a ſum of money, his con- 
ſend to hat which he could not prevent, he ſaw no 
reaſon for rej ting the gratuity. He therefore or- 
dered Lemple to treat with Bariilon ; but that ho- 
neii ſtateſmman refuſed to be concerned in ſuch a 
candalous negotiation. However, Charles was at 
no ! ſs to find an abandoned courtier to drive the 
bargai for the ſale of his maſter's honour. The 
treaty was no other than a ſtipulation of conditions, 


in conſideration of which the king of England 


ſhould forbear declaring in favour of the allies, not- 
withſtanding the importunities of his parliament. 
1hezgreement was entered into, and three hundred 
thouſand pounds was to be the purchaſe- money; 
bu: Barillon afterwards gave the king to underſtand, 
tha his maſter would not pay the money, unleſs he 
(Charles) would engage, by a ſecret article, that 
he would never ma ntain an army that ſhould exceed 
eight thoutand men“; reckoning the whole force 
of the three kingdoms. Charles, on hearing this, 


* To zt, three thouſand men in Sc: tland, and the t {ual gang and 


. 11ns n Eng! and, amd untin S 10 NEU five theuſend men. - Sr Jo Hi 


Dalr; mple's Appendix, 1.161. 
exclaimed, 
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exclaimed, © CodG's fleſh! (his uſual oath) does 
my brother of France think to ſerve ine thus? Are 
all his promiſes of making me abtolute maſter of my 
people come to this? or does he think that a ching 
to be done with eight thouſand men:?“ 

Louis hid now cached the height of that glory 
which ambition can afford. His winiſters and ne- 
gotiatoĩs apcared as much ſuperior to thoſe of ail 
Europe in the cibinet, as Ins generals and armies 
had been expeneu. ed in the ficia, A ſucceſsful 
war had veen carrid vi againſt an alliance, compoled 
of the greateſt potentates in Europe. Conſid erable 


1 
1 


conquelts had been mace, and his territorics en- 


larged on every hde. An advantageous peace was 
at laſt conc!ude: , in winch he had preſcribed the 
terns. The ailies wes fo enraged againit each 


other, that 5 were no: likely to cement ſoon in 
any new confederacy. This ſtate of France and of 
Europe, held out to this elevate 8 nius a fair 
proſpcct of attaining the mona! chy of Europe, and 
of furpaſiing the empire 0 of Charlemagne, perhaps 
equalling that of ancient Rome. Had England, 
ſays Mr. Hume, continued much longer in the ſame 
condition, and under the {ame government, it is not 
caiy to conceive that he could have failed of his 
purpoſe *, 

I proportion as this poſture of aff.irs in Europe 
exalted the French, they excited indignation among 
the Engllh, whoſe annnolity, routed by terror, 
roſe to a great height againſt that rival nation. 
They ſaw The king, inſtead of taking the lead in. 
the affairs of Furope, lacrifice his own. tonour and 
intereſt, by acting a part ſubſervient to the common 
enemy; and in every meaſure which hc took, dilco- 
vering either no view at all, or ſuch an one as was 


highly criminal and dangerous. Vhile Spain, 
# Hiſtory cf England, Vol. VIII. p. 47. 
Oo2 Holland, 
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Holland, the emperor, the princes of Germany, 
called aloud on England to lead them to victory 
and to liberty, and conſpired to raiſe her to a ſta- 
tion more glorious than the had ever before attained, 
her king, from mean pecuntary motives, had ſe- 
cretly ſold her alliance to Louis, and was bribed 
into an intereſt contrary to that of his people. His 
active ſchemes, in conjunction wich France, were 
highly pernicious; his neutrality was equally igno— 
minious; and the ſpirited oppoſition of the parlia- 
ment, was the only remedy on which the public 
could depend, for the many evils with which the 
nation was threatened, from the miſguided counſels 
of the king. Such were the diſpoſitions of men's 
minds at the concluſion of the peace of Nimeguen, 
in Auguſt 1676. 

Whilſt the general tranquillity of Europe was 
once more re{tored, England was filled with alarm 
ar the app rehenfion of a popiſh plot. When the 
ſpirit of the Enghſh is once excited, they either find 
ebiects of reſentment, or they make them. The 
rumour of a popiſh conſpiracy was ſtrongly propa- 
gated, and one 1itus Oates ſoon appeared to give 
it confirmation. This man had been, from his 
youth, an indigent and infamous adventurer. He 
was abandoned, illiterate and ſhameleſs; he had 
been once indicted for perjury, afterwards chaplain 
of a man of war, and diſmiſſed for unnatural prac- 
tices: he then profeſſed himſelf a Roman catholic, 
went to the Jeſuits college at St. Omer, but was dil- 
miſſed after ſome reſidence there, with infamy : he 
then returned to London, filled with projects of re- 
venge: and the animoſities of this unhappy nation 
ſoon appeared a proper place of nouriſhinent to give 
this viper's virulence effect. He depoſed upon 
oath, that the jeſuiis, ſeveral of whom he named, 
and who were ſoon after taken vp, had tried the 

king 


S 
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king under the name of the Black Baſtard, con- 
demned him as an heretic, and reſolved to deprive 
him of life: that ſeveral attempts had been made 
without ſucceſs, and that not only the king's bro- 
ther, but even the queen, were Fein to the deſign. 
The houſe of commons immediately took fire at 
this pretended conſpiracy; they petitioned for re- 
moving the queen, rewarded Oates with a gratuity 
of twelve hundred pounds, and immediately or- 
dered the conſpirators to be tried in the courts of 
juſtice. Several jeſuits were tried; their very pro- 
feſſion was at that time ſufficient to deſtroy them; 
hefore a partial judge, and an exaſperated jury, no 
mercy could be expected, and ſeveral, though ap- 
parently innocent, were executed as traitors, upon 
this miſcreant's information: Coleman, the duke 
of York's ſ-cretary, Ireland, Pickering, Grove, 
Fenwick, and Whitebread, were among the firſt that 
fell ; they died, declaring their innocence to the laſt 
moment of their lives. 

In the mean time the national ferment was in— 
creaſed, by a new perſon {tarting up. This was 
James, duke of Monmouth, the King's natural ſon, 
by Lucy Walters, and born about ten years before 
the reſtoration. He poſſeſſed all the qualities pro- 
per to engage the affections of the populace : he 
had a gracctul perſon, and was brave, generous, 
affected popularity, and was tenderly beloved by 
his father. He had ſpent a part of his youth at 
Oxford, and another part in the army; ſo that he 
had the advantage of private friendſhips joined to 
thoſe which attend upon royal extraction. His tu- 
tor, one Roſs, a Scotchman, inflamed his mind 
with high ambition, by making him believe, or 
perſuading him to make others believe, that the 
king had been privately married to his mother. 
Roſs even prevailed on Cofins, biſhop of Durham, 


to 
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to write a certificate of the marriage, and to depoſit 
it in a ſtrong box in his own houſe; by oblerving, 
that if the duke of York ſhould be converted from 
popery, there would be no need of bringing the cer- 
tificate to public view; and if he ſnould not, that all 
arts were juſtifiable to exclude a papiſt from the 
throne: circumſtances which Coſins immediately 
communicated to the king, hut which that prince 
diſregarded. Yet, after Coſins's death, Roſs ſpread 
a report, that he had left ſucn a certificate behind 
him“; and this intelligence was greedily received 
by the multitude. 

While the proteſtants were labouring to humble 
the papiſts, theſe two parties were, at the ſame time, 
mutually employed in ruining each other. Plot 
was ſet againit plot; that contrived by Oates was 
called the Jeſuits Plot; that ſet ro oppoſe it was 
called by the name of the Meal tub Plot, as the 
ſcheme of the conſpiracy wes found hidden in a 
meal-tub. The bottom of this affair it is difficult to 


diſcover. One Dangerticid, a fellow who had been 


burnt in the hand for crimes, tranſported, whipped, 
pilloried, four times, fined for cheats, outlawed for 
felony, convicted of coining, and expoſed to every 
ſpecies of public infamy which the laws could in- 
flict on the baſeſt and moſt ſhameful enormities; this 
man, under pretence of betraying the conſpiracies 
of the preſbyterians, had been countenanced by 
ſome catholics of condition, and had even been ad- 
mitted to the duke's preſence, and the king's. I his 
ſame man, under pretence of revealing new popiſh 
plots, had obtained acceſs to Shafteſbury, and tome 
of the popular leaders. Which ſide he intended to 
cheat is uncertain; or whether he did not rather 
mean to cheat both f. 

* Sir John Dalrymple's Memoirs of Great-Britain, Vol. I. p. 47. 
5+ Hume's Hiſtory of England, Vol. VIII. p. 124. of 
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Of all theſe plots, tending to diſturb the peace of 
the kingdom, 1t 1s ſaid the earl of Shafteſbury was 
at the bottom. He poſſeſſed uncommon abilities, 
Joined wich turbulence, diſſimulation, and unbound- 
ed ambition. It was thought that this nobleman, 
in revence for his diſgrace at court, headed the de- 
magogue faction, and alarmed the king with un- 
cealing dangers. 

In February 1679, a new parliament was choſen, 
which ſoon diſcovered a firm ſpirit of oppoſition to 
the king's views. Charles now {aw the expediency 
of conciliating the affections of his ſubjects; for 
which purpoſe he removed his brother, the duke of 
York, from his preſence, and that prince, in obe- 
dience to a written order, retired with his ducheſs, 
and daughter Anne, to Bruſſels. The king, in his 
ſpeech to his new parliament, made a merit of hav- 
ing removed his brother from the kingdom; and he 
demanded ſupplies, as well for diſbanding the army, 
as for maintaining the navy. Ihe commons having 
choſen Edward Seymour for their ſpeaker, the king 
rejected their choice; and an obſtinate diſpute en- 
ſued. The parliament inſiſted, that preſenting the 
new ſpeaker, for the king's approbation was a mere 
form; and Charles maintained that he had a right 
to diſapprove of their choice, without diſclolng 
the cauſe of his diſapprobation. The queſtion 
could not be decided by precedent; at length the 
affair was compromiſed; and one Gregory, a law : 
yer, being elected by the houſe, was confirmed by 
the king. 

A bill was brought into the houſe of commons 
ſoon after its aſſembling, for the excluſion of James, 
duke of York, from the ſucceſſion ; the king, to 
qualify this ſpirit of reſentment againſt his brother, 
propoſed ſeveral reſtrictions to be laid on a popiſl. 
ſucceſſor; but theſe not equalling the views of par- 
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liament were rejected; and, in the ſecond ſeſſion, 
the excluſion-bill paſſed the houſe of commons, by 
a majority of ſeventy- nine voices. Being carried 
to the houſe of peers, it produced a long and very 
warm debate, all which time the king was preſent ; 
when it was at length thrown out. All the biſhops, 
except three, voted againſt it. Beſides the influence 
of the court over them; the church of England, 
they imagined, or pretended, was 1n greater danger 
from the prevalence of preſbyterianiſm than of po- 
pery ; which, though favoured by the duke, and 
even by the king, was extremely repugnant to the 
genius of the nation“. 
The commons were greatly incenſed at this re- 
pale. All things threatened a renewal of the trou- 
les from which this kingdom had been but lately 
ſet free. When the king applied for money to ena- 
ble him to maintain Tangiers, which he declared 
his preſent revenues totally unable to defend, in- 
ſtead of complying, they voted ſuch an addreſs as 
was, 1n reality, a remonſtrance, and one little leſs 
violent than that famous remonſtrance which uſhered 
in the civil wars. All the abuſes of government, 
almoſt from the beginning of the reign, are there 
inſiſted on; the Dutch war, the alliance with France, 


* Hume's Hiſt. of England, Vol. VIII: p. 129. Whilſt the houſe of 
commons diſcovered this violent rancour againſt the duke of York, 
tor which indeed they had but too much reaſon 3 the following letter 
tom the prince of Orange to Sir Leoline Jenkins, ſecretary of ſtate, 
written from the Hague, 22d November, 1680, gives an admixrable pic- 
ture of the moderation of that prince. | 

« I am much obliged to you for continuing to inform me of what 
paſſ-s in England, but I am vexed to learn with what animoſity they 
proceed againſt the duke. God bleſs him, and grant that the King and 
his pailiament may agree, withour which I foreſee, infa lvly, an im- 
minent danger for the king, the royal family, and the greateſt part of 
Europe. All affairs here are, as every where elle, in {ulpence, to fee 
the ifſue of this great ſeſſion. May the divine goodneis «end it for his 
own glory, the good and fatisfattion of the king, of his royal family, 
and ot the good paity in Europe. Jam, and always will be, without 
xe ſerve, entirely yours,” ---Dalrz mpie's Memoirs, Fei. II. P. 303. 
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the prorogation and diſſolution of parliament; and 
as all theſe meaſures, as well as the ſeveral plots 
which had either been diſcovered, or ſuppoſed, are 
therein aſcribed to the machinations of papiſts, it 
was plainly infinuated, that the king had, all along, 
laid under the influence of that party, and was, in 
reality, the chief conſpirator againſt che religion and 
liberties of his people. 

Among the acts paſſed by this parliament, in fa- 
vour of liberty, was the hahcas- corpus bill; and 
we, at preſent, owe our abſolute ſecurity from ar- 
bitrary impriſonment, chiefly to the patriots of that 
parliament. The great charter had laid the foun- 
dation of this ineſti nable privilege; the petition of 
right had renewed and extended it; but ſome pro - 
vilions were {i!] wanting to render it complete, 
and prevenc all evaſion or delay from miniſters and 
judges. By the act of habeas-corpus, it was pro- 
hibited to ſend any one to a priſon bevond ſea. No 
judge, under ſevere penalties, muſt refuſe, to any 
priſoner, a writ ef habeas-corpus, by which the 
goaler is directed to produce, in court, the body of 
the priſoner, and to certify the cauſe of his detainer 
and impriſonment. If the goal lies within twenty 
miles of the judge, the writ mult be obeyed in three 
days, and ſo proportionably for greater diſtances: 
every prifoner mult be indicted the firit term after 
his commitment, and brought to trial in the ſubſe- 
quent term; and no man, after being enlarged by 
order of court, can be re-commutred for the ſame 
olfence. 

The year 1680 1s remarkable for being the epoch 
of the well-known epithets of Whig and 1 ory. 
The party in the oppoſition compared the courtiers 
to the Iriſh banditti, called Tories; and they, in 
return, expreſſed their contempt of the anti- cour- 
tiers, by claſſing them under the title of Whigs; a 
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term of reproach formerly given to the rigid cove- 
nanters of Scotland, who were ſuppoſcd to live upon 
a kind of butter- milk, called waig in that country. 
From theſe be ginnings were derived the famous 
names of Whig and Tory, which ſtill ſerve to 
of NRinguih part'es in England. 

W hilit England was thus rent with civil broils, 
the ſpirit of the peo, le heing at length incenſed at 
the ſham-leſs manner in which the intereſts of the 
nation were ſacrificed to the baſeſt purpoles, the 
noble colony of Pennſylvania, in North-America, 
took its riſe. This country had }itherto been chiefly 
a part of Virginia, thr remainder making a part of 
the colony of New-York. Sir William Pern, the 
admiral, who, among other ſervices which he ren- 
dered his coun'ry, was greatly aſſiſting in procuring 
to England the poſiefiion of Jamaica, as had been 
ſhewn in the tranſactions of thoſe times, was for- 
tunate enough to ſtand on good terms with the firſt 
Charles, aiterwards with Cromwell, and then on 
the re-eſlabliſhment of regal government, with 
Charles the econd. 1 his able ſcaman, more ſup- 
ple and more inſinuating than men of his profeſſion 
uſually are, had advanced feveral confiderable ſums 
of money to „ ; and theſe debts were 
not diſcharged at his d. ath. It was propoſed to 
his ſon, Mr. William Penn, an eminent quaker, 
and a gentieman of great knowiedge ard true phi- 
loſophy, thar, inſtead oben n qo! ey, he ſhould accept 
of an immenſe territory in America. By the charter 
granted to him, 28.h re: ruary, 1580, it was ceded 
to him, as the manner of ſuch grants then was, 
almoſt s a ſovereignty; and he determined to 
make it the 1erreat of thoſe of his religious perſua- 
ſon, who were made uneaſy at home, through the 
bigottry and perſecution of ſp ritual courts, and 
other intollerant meaſures. In 1681 Mr. Penn firſt 
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carried out with him a large embarka ion of thoſe 
quaKers, which were afterwards, from time to time, 
Joined by many more from Britain and Ireland. 
At his firſt arrival there, he found many Fngliſh 
families already ſettled, and conſiderable numbers 
of Dutch and Swe!les, who all readily ſubmitted to 
his wiſe and excellent regulations. 

His firit arrival in the New World was ßgna— 
lized by an act of equity, which made his pcrion 
and principles equally beloved. Not thoroughly 
ſatisfied with the right given him to his extenlive 
territory, by the grant he hail received of it from 
the Britiſh miniſtry, he determined o make It his 
own property hy purc:aſing it _ the natives, 
The price he gave to the ſavages is not known, but 
though ſome people accuſe them of t: pidity for 
conſenting to part with what they never ought to 
have alienated upon any terms; yet Penn is not 
leſs entitled to the glory of having g given an exam- 
ple of moderation and juſtice in America, which 
was never thou ht of before by the wk Fp 
He made himſelf, as much as pollible, a legal poſ— 
ſeſſor of the territory; and by the uſe he made of 
It, ſupplied any deficiency there might be in the 
validity of Lis title. he Indians entertained 
as great an affection tor h's colony, as hey had con- 
ceived an averſion for all thole which had been 
founded in their ne ghbourhood without their con- 
fenc. From that time there arole a mutual con- 
fidence between the two people, founded upon 
good faith, which nothing has ever been ale to 
thake. 

Penn's humanity could not be confined to the 
ſavages only, it extended itſelf to all thoſe who were 
deſirous of living under his laws. Scultvle that the 
happineſs of the people depended upon the nature 
of the legillation, he founded his upon thoſe two 
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firſt principles of public ſplendour and private fe- 
Iicity, liberty and properiy. The mind dwelis 
with p.eaiure on this part of modern hiſtory, and 
feels ſome kind of compenſation for the diſguſt, 
horror, or melancholy, which the whole of it, but 
particularly the account of the European ſettlements 
in America, inſpires. Hitherto we have only ſeen 
theſe barbarians depopulating the country before 
they took poſſeſſion of it, and Jaying every thing 
waſte before they cultivated. It is time to obſerve 
the dawnings of reaſon, happineſs, and humanity 
riſing from among the ruins of a hemiſphere, which 
ſtil] recks with the blood of all its people, civilized 
as well as ſavage. 

This virtuous legiſlator made toleration the baſis 
of his ſociety. He admitted every man, who ac- 
knowledged a God, to the rights of a citizen, and 
made every chriſtian eligible to ſtate-employments. 
But he left every one at liberty to invoke the Su- 
preme Being as he thought proper, and neither 
eſtabliſhed a reigning church in Pennſylvania, nor 
exacted contributions for building places of pub- 
lic worſhip, nor compelled any perſons to attend 
them. 

Defirous of immortalizing his name, he veſted 
in his family the right of nominating the chief go- 
vernor of the colony; but he ordained that no pro- 
firs ſhould be annexed to his employment, except 
fuch as were voluntarily granted; and that he 
ſhould have no authority without the concurrence 
of the deputies of the people. All the citizens, 
who had an intereſt in the law, by having one in 


the object of it, were to be clectors, and might be 


choſen. lo avoid, as much as poſſible, every kind 
of corru;tion, it was ordained, that the repreſen- 
tatives ſhoulu be choſen by ſuffrages privately given. 
To eſtabliſh a law, a plurality of voices was ſuffi- 
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cient; but a majority of two-thirds was neceſſary 
to ſcttle a tax. Such a tax as this was certain] 
more like a free gift, than a ſubidy deinanded by 
government; but wis it poſhble to grant leſs in- 
dulgences to men who were come ſo far in ſearch of 
peace? Penn aſſigned one thouſand acres of land for 
twenty pounds ſterling. I hoſe who vere not able 
to purchaſe any conſiderable poſſeſſions, received 
ſmaller allotments of land, in proportion to the 
numbers of their children and dependents, on pay- 
ing a quit-rent of about a penny an acre. Such 
prunary inſtitutions would be neceſſarily productive 
of an excellent legiſlation; and accordingly, the 
advantages of that eſtabliſhed by Penn, were ma- 
nifeſted in the rapid and continued proſperity of 
Pennſylvania, which, without either wars, con- 
queſts, ſtruggles, or any of thoſe revulutions which 
attract the eyes of the vulgar, ſoon excited the 
admiration of the whole univerſe. Its neighbours, 
notwithitanding their ſavage ſtate, were ſoftened 
by the ſweetneſs of its manners; and diitant nati- 
ons, notwithſtanding their corruption, paid ho- 
mage to its virtues. All were delighted to ſee thoſe 
heroic days of antiquicy realized, which European 
manners and laws had long taught every one to 
conſider as entirely fabulous, J here is no place 
where the temperature of the iky is more uncertain, 
for it ſometimes changes five or ſix times in the 
ſame day. The climate however is naturally very 
wholeſome, and has been rendered ſtill more ſo by 
cultivation; the waters equally ſalubrious and clear, 
always flow upon a bed of rock, or ſand; and 
the year is tempered by the regular return of the 
ſeaſons. 

When the Europeans firſt came into the country, 
they found nothing but wood for building, and 
iron mines. In proceis of time, by cutting down 
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the trees, and clearing the ground, they covered 
with innumerable herds, a great variety of fruits, 
Plantations of flax and hemp, many kinds of ve- 
getables, every fort of grain, and eſpecially rye 
and maize; which a happy experience had ſhewn 
to be particularly proper to the climate. Cultiva- 
tion was carried on, in all parts, with ſuch vigour 
and ſucceſs, as excited the aſtoniſhment of all na- 
tions. 

From whence could ariſe this extraordinary pro— 
ſperity? From that civil and religious liberty 
which have attracted the Swedes, Dutch, French, 
and particularly ſome laborious Germans into that 
country. it has been the joint-work of quakers, 
anabaptiſts, members of the church of England, 
methodiſts, preſbyterians, moravians, lutherans, and 
catholics, 

« Thoſe colonies,” ſays the Abbe Raynal, 
& which enjoy, almoſt excluſively, ſome branches 
of trade, ſuch as rice, tobacco, and indico, grow 
rich more rapidly; Pennſylvan:a, whole riches are 
founded on agricul ure, and the increafe of ker 
flocks, will acquire them more gradually; but her 
proſperity will be fixed on a more firm and perma- 
neat baſis “.“ | 
But to return to the domeſtic tranſactions which 
cloſed the inglorious reign of Charles the Second. 
The king having now, for more than twenty years, 
uniformly ſpurned at the intereſt of his people, and 
ſacrificed it, on every occaſion, to the baleſt views, 
a general diſcontent had diffuſed itſelf over all ſects 
and parties. i hoſe bewitching manners, which, in 
a youthful monarch, had reconciled the nation to 
his wildeſt exceſſes, had, by this time, loſt their 
charm; beſides, as nothing is more moroſe and 


* Vol. V. page 251. ; 
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churlih than a worn out debavchee, Charles had 
changed his dit, oli ion as he began to dechie into 
years. He found it neceſſary however to call an— 
other parliament, which he appointed to meet him 
at Oxtord, che city of Lon on having long taken 
the lead in meaſures of oppoiition. he new par- 
liamen however, feemed till more turbulent than 
the former; the members came armed, and at- 
tended by their friends and adherents, as if they 
expected to fight, and not to deliberate. ] he re- 
preſen atives of London weie, in particular, at- 
tended by a numerous body of horſemen, wenling 
cockades, inſcribed, No Popery, no Slavery. ihe 
fame ſ.irit that had animated the former arliament, 
ſeemed redoubled in this. t hey inſi ed on the bill 
for excluding the duke of Vork tiom the ſucceſſion; 
they periiſte in declaring that all pi, iſts ſhould be 
baniſhed, and their child en educate in the pro- 
teſtant religion ; that the doctrine of paſſive obedience 
was injurious to the rights of ſocicty. In a word, 
they were diſpleaſed w ch every mea'ure the king 
propoſed, and prepared to recall the former ariſto- 
cracy into the kingdom Charles ſeeing that nothing 
could be obtained from ſo reſtiff an aſſembly, once 
more diſſolved his parliament, with a ſteufalt reſolu- 
tion of never calling another. 

From the moment the royal and parliamentary 
commotions were thus ended, Charles ſcemed to rule 
with deſpotic power, and was reloived to leave o 
his ecelior the faulis and the niisfortunes of his 
adminiſtration. He became ſuſ, cious, aultere, 
and even cruel; he enter ained {| 1es and informers 
round the throne, and impritoned all ſuch as he 
thought molt daring in their deſigns. He reſolved 
to humble the preſbyter ans; theſe were diveſted of 
py employments, and their places filled wh uch 

as approved the doctrine of non-reſiſtance. he 
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clergy teſtified their zeal to the court by their 
writings and ferinons; the partizans of the king 
were moi: numerous; but thote of the oppolite 
faction were more ent. rprizing; the mutual animo— 
ſity of each was inflamed into rage and rancour, 
and the king openly declared hiniſelf at the head of 
a faction. The city of London particularly fell 
under his reſentment; he deprived them of ticir 
charter, and only reſtored it when he had jubjected 
the election of their magiſtrates to his immediate 
authority. 

Such an arbitrary adminiſtration could not fail 
of exciting new infurrections; ſeveral noblemen, 
among whom were the duke of Monmouth, the 
king's natural ſon, the lords Shaf.eſhury, Ruſliel, 
Grey, and others, were charged with a deſign to de- 
ſtroy the king, which was called afterwards the 
KRye-bouſe Plot. The conſpirators who appear to 
have had no other views than to reform the ſtate, 
without injury to the king's perſon, met at the houſe 
of one Shepherd, a wine-merchant, where they 
propoſed a riling in London, Briſtol, Devonſhire, 
and Cheſhire, I hey agreed upon a declaration for 
juſtifying their deſign ; but the ſcheme was at firſt 
delayed, from the difficulty of the preparations pre- 
vious to taking the field, and foon after diſcovered 
by one Keiling, who expected to earn a pardon for 
himſelf, by impeaching his aſſociates. As the plot 
began to open, new informers came in; Monmouth 
abſconded; Grey eſcaped the meſſenger who had 
been ſent to arreſt him; Kuſſel was committed to 
the Tower; and Shaft eſbury, who forcſaw the 
danger, had taken refuge in Holland. Lord Eſſex, 
Sidney, the famous legiſlator, and Hambden, grand- 
fon to him of that name who was ſlain during the 
civil wars, were informed againſt, and committed 
to confincment. 
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he principal informer, upon this occaſion, was 
lord Howard, a man every way debauched, and who 
was willing to aecept infamy for ſafety: by his evi- 
dence Rufſel and Sidney were condemned, both of 
whom died with that intrepidity which conſcious 
virtue has; in every age, been found to inſpire. 

After the memory of theſe two renowned patriots 
has been revered for almoſt a century, a charge 
has been brought againit lord Ruſſel, of having 
privately ſacrificed his own integrity, and the na- 
tion's intereſt, by leaguing with the French king 
againſt his ſovereign. Againſt Algernon Sydney 
the accuſation laid is ſtill more atrocious; he is 
charged with having received from Barillon various 
ſums of money for farthering the ſame deſigns in 
the houſe of commons. With thele facts Sir John 
Dalrymple lately ſurprized the world, and they 
are founded on the diſpatches written 'by Barillon 
to his court, and now prelerved in Depot des Afﬀaires 
etrangeres, at Verſailles. But until the character of 
Barillon can be proved to poſſeſs as much private 
virtue and public ſpirit as theſe ſteady adherents to 
the cauſe of liberty were ever acknowledged to be 
endowed with, a charge even ſo officially ſubſtan- 
tiated, ought ſurely to be little credited. I he me- 
mory of theſe great men has acquired additional 
luſtre by time, whilſt chat of the miniſter has been 
conſigned among the herd of intriguing ſtateſmen, 
who have promoted the ſchemes of unprincipled 
and ambiiious princes, The moſt obvious and 
natural concluſion ſeems to be, that Barillon carried 
on a ſecret correſondence with ſome of the mem- 
bers of the houſe of commons, ani! actuaily ad- 
vanced ſums of money, (though not very confide- 
rabie tums, the whole lecret ſcrvice money, for four 
vears, amounting only to {ixteen thouſand pounds ;) 
and being willing to give a conlequential air to his 
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negotiations, as well as to augment his own coffers, 
he made a baſe and unwarrantable uſe of the names of 
ſo ne of thoſe” great men that ſtood foremoſt in 
the cauſe of their country, by pretending to his 
court to have gained them over to the views of 
Louis XIV. whereas, in fact, they promoted ſuc] 
views no farther than as they tended to check and 
reſtrain the arbitrary deſigns of the crown, which 
were conſidered as the molt alarming. national evi! 
of the two. 

The ſeverities exerciſed in the latter part of thiz 
reign aroſe chiefly from the influence of the duke 
of York, who was as much inclined to cruelty by 
nature, as his brother Charles was prone to forgive- 
neſs. His authority was become terrible even to the 
miniſtry; by his advice the king ſeized upon all 
the charters of the corporations, in order to extort 
money for having them renewed. Partiality and 
oppreſſion were the inſtruments of his power, and 
bigotry and innovation the objects of his wiſh. At 
this period the reign of Charles was as abſolute as 
that of any monarch in Chriſtendom, and new diſ- 
contents and treaſons were ſecretly diffuſing their 
poiſon, while the ſpirit of liberty ſtill ſtruggled 
hard againſt the ſpirit of obedience, which the 
clergy artempted to ineulcate. Another civil war 
threatened the nation, til more dreadful than the 
former, as the forces were more equally divided. 
But Charles happily died“ before thoſe calamities 
could return; he was ſuddenly ſrized with an apo- 
plectic fit, in the fiſty- fourth year of his age, and 
the twenty fifth of his reign- The people, t ough 
they deſpiſed his adminiſtration, loved his perſon; 
they were willing o bear with the faults of one, 
whoſe whole behaviour was à continued inſtance of 
good nature and affability ; but they were by no 
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; means 


_— 


ee 


15 


Cray. IV.] or GREAT BRITAIN. 304 


means willing to grant the ſame indulgence to his 
ſucceſſor, whom they hated for his pride, his reli- 
gion, his cruelty, and connections. He was unfit 
to walk in the irreguler ſteps of his predeceſſor ; 
and, when he purſued the ſame route, fatal experi- 
.ence ſoon convinced him, that he had at once miſ 
taken himſelf, and the people he attempted to com- 
mand. | 

Mr. Dalrymple has given a very important letter 


from Burillon, the French ambaſſador at the court 


of London, to Louis XIV. in the ſecond volume 
of his Memoirs of Great-Britain and Ireland, by 
which it appears, that Charles the Second died in 
the Roman catholic faith. “ The duke of York,” 
fays he ambaſſador, „made me come into the bed- 
chamber ſevere] times, and ſpoke to me of what 
was paſſing without doors, and of the aſſurances 
given him from every quarter that all was very quiet 
in the town, and that he ſhould be proclaimed 
king the moment the king, his brother, was dead. 
I went out for ſome time to go to the ducheſs of 
Portſnouth's apartment. I found her overwhelmed 
with grief; the phyſicians having taken all hopes 
from her: however, inſtead of ſpeaking to me of 
Her affliction, and the.lo's ſhe w:s on the point of 
Tuſtaining, ſne went into a fmall cloſet, and ſaid to 
me, * Monſieur, the ambaſſador, I am going to 
tell you the greateſt ſecret in the world, and my head 
would be in danger if it was known. The king of 
England, at the bottom of his heart, is a catholic; 
but he is ſurrounded with proteſtant biſhops, and 
nobody tells him his condition, nor ſpeaks to him 
of God; I cannot with decency enter the room; 
beſides that the queen is almoſt conſtantly there; 
the duke of York thinks of his own affairs, and 
has too many of them to take the care he ought 
of the king's conſcience; go and tell him | have 
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conjured you to warn him to think of what can 
be done to ſave the king's ſoul. He commands the 
room, and can turn out whom he will ; loſe no time, 
for if it is deferred ever ſo little, it will be too 
late.” 

« ] returned inſtantly to find the duke of Vork, 
and begged him to make a pretence of going to the 
queen, who had left the king's room, and who hav- 
ing fainted, was juſt blooded. Ihe room commu- 
nicated with both apartments; I followed him to the 
queen's, and told him what the ducheſs of Portſ- 
mouth ſaid to me. He recovered himſelf as from a 
deep lethargy, and ſaid, “ You are in the right; 
there is no time to loſe. I will hazard all rather 
than not do my duty on this occaſion.” An hour 
after he returned under the ſame pretence of going 
to the queen, and told me he had ſpoken to the king 
his brother, and found him reſolved not to take the 
ſacrament which the proteſtant biſhops had preſſed 
him to receive; that this had ſurpr.zed them much, 
but that one or other of them would remain always 
in the room, if he did not find a pretence to make 
every body leave it; in order that he might have an 
opportunity of ſpeaking to the king his brother with 
freedom, and diſpoſing him to make a formal re- 
nunciation of hereſy, and confeſs himſelt to a ca- 
tholic prieſt.” 

Aſter much deliberation how to procure a man 
whoſe function ſhould be unknown to thoſe who at- 
tended on the dying king, they pitched upon one 
Hudelſton, a Scotchman, who was the means of 
preſerving Charles in ſafety after the battle of 
Woiceſter. 

* The duke of York,” continves the ambaſſador, 
** to whom 1 had given notice that all was ready, 
ſent Chiffins to receive and bring in Mr. Hudelſton; 
oon after he ſaid aloud, “ Jhe king wills that 
every 
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every body ſhould retire, except the earls of Bath 
and Feverſham:” the firſt was lord of the bed- 
chamber, and the other was in waiting. The phy- 
ſicians went into a cloſet, the door of which was 
immediately ſhut, ard Chiffins brought Mr. Hu- 
delſton in. 1 he duke of York, in preſenting him, 
ſaid, „Sire, here is a man who fived your life, and 
is now come to ſave your ſoul. The king anſwered, 
He is welcoie:” he afterwards confeſſcd himſelf 
with great ſentiments of devotion and repentance. 
1he ear] of Caſtlemethor had taken care to have 
Hudelſton infſiructed by a Portugueſe monk ot the 
barefoored 0 armel:tes, in what he had 0 ſay to the 
king on ſuch an occaſion ; for of himſelf he was no 
great doctor; but the take of York, told me he 
acqui ted hin ſelf very well in his function, and that 
he made the king formally promiſe, to declare him- 
ſelf openly a catholic, if he recovered his health. 
He then received abſolution, the communion, and 
even the extreme unction; all this laſted abut 
three quarters of an hour. In the an ichamber 
every one looked at another; but nobody ſaid any 
thing but by their eyes, and in whiſpers: the pre- 


- ſence of lord Bath and lord Feveiſham, who are 


proteſtants, has ſatisfied the biſhops a little; but 
the queen's women, and the other prieſts, ſaw fo 
much going and cc ming, that 1 do not think the 


ſecret can be long kept 


« After the king of England received the com- 
munion, his diſorder became a little better; it is 
certain he ſpoke more intelligibly, and had more 
ſtrength; we hoped that God was willing to work a 
miracle, by reſtoring him; but the phylicians 


judged his 1}Ineſs was not abated, and that he could 


not outlive the night. He nevertheleſs appeared 
much more ealy, and ſpoke with more fechng and 
underſtanding than he had done from ten au "night 
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to eight in the morning. He often ſpoke quite 
aloud to the duke of York, in terms full of ten- 
derneſs and friendſhip: he twice recommended to 
him the ducheſs of Portſmouth, and the duke of 
Richmond: he recommended to him alſo all his 
other children: he made no mention of the duke 
of Monmouth, good nor bad: he often expreſſed 
his confidence in the mercy of God. The biſhop 
of Bath and Wells. who was his chaplain, read 
ſome prayers, and ſpoke to him of God. I he king 
ſhewed, by his head, that he heard him. The 
biſhop was not officious in ſaying any thing particular 
to him, or propoſing that he ſhould make a profeſ- 
ſion of his faith; he was apprehenſive of a refuſal, 
but feared ſtill more, as 1 believe, to irritate the 
duke of York *.“ 

At noon the next day he died. 

It will now be neceſſary to review ſome of the 
moſt important commercial events of this reign, 
which have not as yet been ſpoken of. 

Early in the reign of Charles II. the acts which 
prohibited the uſe of logwood were repealed. Two 
teveral acts of parliament had been paſſed, and 
two royal proclamations iſſued, in which it was 
called © a pernicious material uſed in dying“ I he 
act which encouraged the uſe of it recites, that 
it was at length found, that the dyers of Eng- 
land were poſfelſed of the art of fixing th colours 
made of logwood, or blockwood, fo chat they are 
found as laſting and ſerviceable as the colours 


made with any other ſort of dying wood In the 


year 1662, the Engliſh, from the American con- 
tinent, firſt began to cut down the logwood trees 
which grew 1n profuſe abundance on he uninha- 
bited coaſt of the province of Jucatan, and more 


1 Appendix, p. 94, & ſeq, 
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eſpecially in the bay of Campeachy; in the latter 
of which places they made a ſettlement for thar 
purpoſe. This firſt ſettlement was near Cape 
Catoche, next to the Laguna di Terminoes. By 
the year 1667, this Engliſh ſettlement was conſi- 
derably increaſed, and much logwood was carried 
thence both to New England and Jamaica. When 
the famous American treaty was concluded between 
England and Spain in 1670, which has been be- 
fore ſpoken of, each nation was confirmed in the 
poſſeſſions and ſettlements it then held in Ame- 
rica, This encouraged many more Engliſh to ſettle 
with the logwood cutters; it being in a deſolate 
and unplanted country, where the Spaniards had 
given them no fort of annoyance. i wo years 
after, however, the Spaniards began to mole:t theſe 
ſettlers, and to repreſent to the court of England 
this colony in the bay as an encroachment on the 
rights of Spain. Soon after, the Spaniards be- 
came ſo unealy at the ſettlement, and tne practice 
of cutting and carrying away logwood, that they 
actually made prize of all t ngliſh veſſels they met 
in the American ſeas, which were freighted with it. 
1 his co duct produced a warm remonſtrance from 
the earl of Arlington in 1674, to Sir William Go- 
dolphin, the Engliſh miniſter at Madrid, but the 
matter of right was never decided, ſo that it re- 
mained for a conuderable time a conteited point be- 
twe.n the two na. ions; bu our people till very lately 
remained in poſſetſion of che fertlement which they 
had made in the bay. 

By an act pailed 14th Charles II. cap. 15, for 
regular ng the trade of 11k throwing, it appears, 
that ;bove forty thouſand men, women, and chil- 
dren, we e em loyed in that branch of trade. 

| he roteſtants in France being cruclly perſe- 
cuted fled over to England in great numbers, wheie 
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they received protection, and were granted many 
privileges. By the revucation of the edict of 
Nantes in 168 5, the proteſtant ſubjects of Louis XIV. 
were no longer ſuffered to enjoy the free and pub- 
lic toleration and exe ciſe of their religious mode 
of worſhip, and of their faith, doctrine, and diſ- 
cipline. 1 his intollerent ſpirit in his moft chriſtian 
majeſty was productive of great good to almotlt all 
the pro eſtant countries of Europe, but more eſ- 
peciiily to the commerce of Holland and England, 
whilſt it greatly injured France, both in her popu- 
lation and wealth, The people whom Louis thus 
violently forced out of his kingdom, were, gene- 
rally throughout all France, the beſt merchants, 
manufacturers, and artificers of that kingdom. 
Some have ſuppoſed that a million of men, women, 
and children, retired from France 1n the courle of a 


few years. | he ſuppoſed royal author of the Me- 


moirs of Brandenburgh, reckoning only thoſe who 
withdrew immediately on the revocation of the 
edict, makes them ſomewhat more than three hun- 
dred thouſand perſons, carrying With them their 
induſtry and their {kill in manufactures to thoſe 
places of refuge. hoſe,” ſays the royal author, 
© who had molt money, retired into England and 
Holland ; but the moſt induſtrious part of them 
ſettled in Brandenburgh, whither they brought all 
forts of manufactures which we before wanted, by 
erecting fabrics of cloth, ſerges, ſtuffs, druggets, 
crapes, * ſtockings, hats, and alſo the dying of 
all ſorts of colours. I hey were in number about 
twenty thouſand at firſt, but they ſoon multiplied, 
and preſently made ample returns to their generous 
benefactor, the elector, Frederic-William. Berlin 
now had goldſmiths, jewelicrs, watch-makers, and 
carvers; and ſuch as were ſettled in the open coun- 
try planted tobacco, and variety of fruits and pulſe. 
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That great elector allowed the refugees an annual 
penſion of forty thouland crowns, which they enjoy 
to this day.“ 

Others make the total number of refugees to be 
eight hundred thouſand. * A part of the ſuburbs of 
London,” ſays Voltaire, meaning Spitalfields, © was 
peopled entirely with French manufacturers in ſilk. 
For other arts, ſome thouſands of them helped to 
people and increaſe the ſuburbs of Soho and St. 
Giles's. Others of them carried to England the art 
of making cryſtal in perfection, which, for that rea- 
ſon, was about the ſame time loſt in Pr ance.” Ac- 

cording to his computation, only {ix hundred thou- 
ſand fled from the perſecution of Louis, carrying 
with them their riches, their induſtry, and implacable 
hatred againſt the king; and wherever they ſettled 
they became an addition to the enemies of France, 
and greatly inflamed thoſe powers already inclined 
to war. Many caules concurred to damp the ſpirit 
of migration to England in theſe refugees ; the En- 
gliſh entertained too contemptuous an opinion of 
foreigners, and even for ſuch as were ſu! ering for 
the proteſtant religion. Beſides, their monopoli- 
zing corporation cities and towns ſhut them out from 
a principal part of the kingdom, and the immu- 
nities held out to them by Holland, Switzerland, 
Germany, and Pruſſia, drew the gr eateſt part to one 
or other of thoſe countries. It is luppoled, that 
liſty thouſand ſettled in England, bringing with them, 
as has been computed, three millions ſrerling in 
money and effects; and becoming a great ac cellion 
to the nation, inſomuch that the parliament, in king 
William's reign, paſſed many acts for the benefit of 
al: ens, and to enable them to diſpoſe of their effects 
without reſtraint. 

The yearly expence of ma! intaining the ravy, 
during the firſt ten years of Charles the ſecond's 

Vol. II. R x reigd, 


314  {NAVAL-HISTORY [Book III. 


reign, is laid down from authentic vouchers to be 
five hundred thouſand pounds. But after the con- 
cluſion of the ſecond Dutch war, this expence was 
much reduced, until the year 1678, when a war 
with France was generally expected. Mr. Pepys, 
ſecretary to the admiralty, has given us an account 
of the ſtate of the navy at that time, which was as 
follows: 


ABSTRACT of the Navy of ENGLAND in 1678, 


Ships. Rates. Men, 
5 8 L oy 3135 
+ NY - Fe 1555 

16 — 3 — 5010 

33 _ 4 — 6460 

12 3 5 MIT 1400 
7 „ 423 
6 — Fire- ſhips — 340 

83 18323 


The commerce with France, which the king's indiſ- 
cretion gave riſe *5 and encoura aged, was very _ 
tive to the intereſt. 0: the kingdom; other branche 
of freign trade proſpered, particularly the African 
Company, who may be conſidered in the zenith of 
their glory at this time. The Eaſt-India company 
was in a flouriſhing ſtate, and the ſettlements in 
America and the Weſt-Indian Iſlands, opened a new 
and invaluable branch of commerce to England. 

France, by its profitable commerce, particular!y 
with England, having acquired great riches in the 
times immediately preceding the revocation of the 
edict of Nantes, did not at firſt feel the effects &/ 
thoſe expultiions Which that meaſure occaſioned ; 
yet, in proceſs of time, ſhe found her manufactures 
and inland trade thereby greatly decayed. T ne 
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Fngliſh were enabled to ſet on foot many manufac- 
tures and fabrics, Wich, till then, had been pecu- 
liar to France; theſe they pretently carried to 
greater . than they had before reached. 
To the French reſuge- s England owes the improve— 
ment of its manufactures of flight woollen ſtuffs, 
of ſilk, linen, paper, glaſs, hats: the filks, called 
alamodes and luſtrings, were erived entirely from 
them; they were likewiſe greadly ſerviceable in ma- 
nufacturing brocades, ſattins, black and coloured 
mantuas, black padualoys, ducapes, watered tabbies, 
black velvets; allo watches, cut len ware, clocks, 
jacks, locks, ſurgeons-inttruments, hardware, toys, 
&C. 

In the vear 1633 king Charles ſent lord Dart- 
mouth, wich twenty ſhips of war, utterly to de no- 
liſh the town, caitle, and mole of Tangier, ane o 
choak vp its harbour. It appears to have been a 
Pl ace of ſtrength when the Portuguele were in poſ⸗ 
ſein of it; but great ums had been llotte by 
the parliament for the augmentation of its works 
and although notorious abuſcs were practiced in the 
application of the money, many great improve- 
ments were made whilſt ic remained in the hands 
of the Engliſh. For tie ſecurity of its haven « fu- 
pre mole was conſtructed, che extremities of which 

e ſaid to have run out {ix hundred yards into the 
len but all theſe improvements were thrown into 
one promiſcuous ruin, I he garriſon, ari.jlery, and 
ſtores were brought to England; wicreby, ſays 
Rapin, the king was freeci from a conidcrable an- 
nual expence, and the garriſon, Which was chictly 
compoled of popiſh oficers and ſoldiers, lſerved to 
auginent the k ing's forces at home, theico!y keeping 
in awe thoſe who were impatient of the yk. The 
policiion of 'Fangiers, woul :, probably, at tnis day, 
nave been Iets an Object of e to the other Eu- 
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ropean powers; than Gibraltar is on the oppoſite ſide 
of the Straits; but whether its harbour and ſituation 
on the ſouth ſhore, where the current is ſaid to run 
much ſtronger into the Mediterranean than on the 
other ſide, would have, in all reſpects, equally an- 
ſwered our commercial and policical ends, is a point 
we will not preſume to determine. The rubbiſh of 
the demoliſhed mole, and of the walls of the :own, 
being thrown into the harbour, has ſo eitectually 
choaked it up, that it is ſaid it can never hereafter 
be a commodious port, Mr. Burchet relates, that 
by the king's orders, a conſiderable number of m'iled 
crown pieces of that reign, was buried among the 
runs, which may poſſibly, many centuries hence, 
declare to ſucceeding ages, that the place was once 
a member of the Britiſh empire. 

One of the laſt acts of Charles was the marrying 
his niece, the lady Anne, to prince George, brother 
to the king of Denmark, which royal pair will here- 
aſter make conſpicuous figures i in this work. 

It will be now neceſſary to ſay ſomething of thoſe 
eminent naval commanders, who cloſed their career 
of glory in the courle of this reign, the particulars 
of whoſe lives have not ye: been treated of. 
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MEMOTIRS of GEORG MON E, Duke of 


ALBEMARLE, 


THIS eminent ſtateſman and commander was 
deſcended from a very ancient family, which, on 
his father's ſide, had been ſeiiled at Potheridge, in 
Devonſhire, from the time of Henry ii. and from 
the female line he 1s ſaid to have traced his deſcent 
from Arthur Plantagenet, a natural ſon of king Ed- 
ward IV. He was the ſecond fon of Sir 1 homas 
Monk, a gentleman poſſeſſed of a flender fortune, 
and was born 6th December, 1608. From his ear- 
lieſt childhood he was deſigned for the proſęſſion of 
arms, but when he was about eighteen years of age 
he happened to have a diſpute with the ſheriff of the 
county of Deyon, concerning ſome treatment, which 
his father, Sir 'l homas Monk, had received, in 
which his reſentment led him to inflict a ſevere drub- 
bing on that executioner of the laws; and to avoid 
the conſequences which ſuch an extrajudicial proceſs 
would have ſubjected him to, he went on board the 
fleet which then lay at Plymouth, and which, ſhortly 
after ſailed for Cadiz, under the command of lord 
Wimbleton. On this expedition he went as a vo- 
lunteer, Sir Richard Greenville, his near relation, 


having a command, 


commiſſion, and returned to England. 


both judgment and bravery “. 
1 Sk inncr's Life of Monk, p. 18. 


When he was twenty-one years of age he went 
over to Holland, and ſerved for ſcveral years in 
the army there, until he obtained the command of a 
company; but taking a diſguft, he threw up his 


On his arrival he was appointed a Ji-utenant-co- 
lonel under the carl of Newport, in which capacity 
he was employed againſt the Scots, and diſplayed 


In 
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In 1641 he was in Ireland, where the earl of 
Leiceſter, then lord-lieutenant, who was his couſin, 
gave him the command of his own re.iment ; but 
in his farther advancement he was oppoſcd by the 
earl of © rmonde. 

On the breaking out of the civil war he fided 
with the royaliſts, and was appointed by Charles I. 
a major general of the Iriſh brigade; very ſoon 
after which he was ſurprized and made priſoner by 
Fairfax, and confi ed in the Tower for ſeveral years, 
where, his circumſtances being now ſtraight, he 
ſuffered great hardſhips, notwithſtanding the occa- 
fonal aſſiſtance he received froin his elder bro: her, 
and even from the king. 

He procured his enlargement in 1647, when the 
civil war being terminated by the capuvity of the 
king, and the entire ruin of his cauſe, Monk ac— 
cepted a commiſſion from rhe parliament, and went 
over to Ireland with his relation, the lord L'Iſle, 
who was appointed to the government of that King- 
dom. Shortly after, the parliament, who knew the 
value of the man, gave him the command in chiet 
of the Engliſh forces in the north, in conjunction 
with Monroe. 

In 1650 he led ſome troops into Scotland, to 
bring the Scots to an acquicſcence with the repub- 
can cſcabliſnment which had taken place in Eng- 
land. To bind him more firmly to the intereſt of 
the new commonwealth, Cromwell cauſed him to 
be appointed licutenant-general of the ordnance. 
Whultt on this expedition, he is acknowledged to 
have been the chief means of that deciſive victory 
which was obtained over Charles at Dunbar“, al- 
though Cromwell bore away the honour of the day. 
After that action Monk was very ſucceſsful in re. 


» Luviow's Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 328. : 
ducing 
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ducing Scotland. He took the town of Dundee by 
ſtorm, and cauſed Lumidale, the governor, and the 
garriſon, which conſiſted of ſix hundred men, to be 
put to the ſword ; an act of ſeverity totally unjuſti- 
fiable in that caſe. 

When the Dutch war broke out in 1652, on the 
death of colonel Popham, and ar the inſtance of 
Blake, who was impatient to wipe off the inſult 
offered to the t:ngliſh navy by the vaunts of Van 
4romp, Monk was recalled from his employment 
in Scotland, to take the command of the fleet jointly 
with Blake; the little experience he had had of 
marine war was not conlidered as a diſqual!fication 
at that time, when the manner of conducting ſea- 
engagements was much more ſimple than at pre- 
- ſent. The lirit action in which he commanded, was 
that deſ;.crate one in May 1653, which continued 
for two days . and ended in a glorious victory on 
the ſide of the Engliſh. Two months after, Monk 
fouzht another battle, equally obſtinate for two 
days, and again triumphed over the Dutch. In 
this action he gave orders that no quarter ſhould be 
either given or taken; a ſanguinary mode of making 
war! 1 he particulars of theſe actions have been al- 
ready related. 

When peace was concluded with the Dutch, and 
Cromwell had aſſumed the proteftorihip, Monk: 
had the government of Scotland alligned to him. 
During his adminiſtration there, he was extremely 
active in cruſhing the ſpirit of royalty, and exer- 
ciſed great ſeverity on ſuch of the principal cavaliers 
as feli into his hands. Whilſt he governed that 
kingdom more abſolutely than moſt of its monarchs 
had done, he lived with all the moderation of a 
private man, making huſbandry and gardening his 
ſole diverſions * 

* Skinner's Life of Monk, p. 70. 
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Whether the penetrating eye of Cromwell diſ- 
covered any duplicity in Monk's conduct, and found 
that he ſecretly wiſhed well to the exiled prince; 
whilſt he was thus extirpating his adherents, or that 
his ſuſpicions were now grown fo habitual to him, 
that no integrity of conduct could guard againſt 
them, is not very eaſy to determine ; out the pro- 
rector, a little before his death, wrote a long letter 
to general Monk, to which he ſubjoined the follow- 
ing very angular poſtſcript. There be that tell 
me there is a certain cunning fellow in Scotland, 
called George Monk, who is ſaid to lie in wait 
there to introduce Charles Stuart. I pray you uſe 
your diligence to apprehend him, and ſend him up 
to me.“ 

When the news of Cromwell's death arrived in 
Scotland, Monk cauſed Richard Cromwell to be 
proclaimed there, 

Hitherto Monk has appeared as a commander, 
leading armies and fleets to conqueſt; and as his 
life had been paſſed more in the field than the cabi- 
net, he cannot be ſuppoſed to have been deeply 
verſed in the myſteries of ſtate, which have led lord 
Clarendon, as well as biſhop Burner, to defcribe 
him as a man of flow parts and flender abilities; 
but this character of Monk does not appear to be 
verified in the ſteps he took to reſtore Charles the 
Second to the throne of his anceſtors, wien Rich- 
ard Cromwell had renounced the protectorſhip. 
He it was that hrſt revived the royal cauſe, then 
apparently in a moſt deſperate condition. By his 
ſpirited and crafty conduct, the views of the di- 
terent parties which compoſed the republican go- 
vernment, were foiled and counteracted; and the 
natwn at large began ardeatly to with for tranquil- 
lity and ſecurity, founded on the re-e{tabliſhment of 
the conſtitutional government of king, lords, and 

commons, 
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commons. But what places the character of Monk 
in the faireſt point of view, is, his reiuſling che 
kingdom when 1: was offered to hin by the repub- 
licans“ In rejectin this prectovs gift, he cerrainiy 
proved bimſeif both a moderate and a wiſe man; 
and by malcing, no ee with the prince he ſo 
eſſentially ſerved, the value of che ſcrvice which he 
rendere was greatly enhanced. 

Charles, immediately on his coming to the 
crown, created Monk a duke, by the title of duke 
of Albemarle, continued to him the command of 
the army, made him maſter of the horſe, and a lord 
of his bedchamber ; he likewiſe ſettled an annuity of 
ſeven thouſand pounds a year upon him. When he 
was called upon by writ to the ho of lords, he was 
attended to the door by aimolt the whole houſe of 
commons. 

On the breaking out of the Deen war in 1664, 
the duke of York commanded the feet in perion; 
and, upon this occaſion, he devolved the whole 
adminiſtration of the admiralty on the duke of Al- 
bemarle. 

When the plague broke ont in London the ſuc- 
ceeding year, and the king quitted his capital and 
retired to Oxford, the dure of Albemaric was ap- 
pointed ro ſuperin er d affairs in tha C:: lamitous 
ſeaſon, dur eng which tine he refed at the Cock- 
pit, near V hitehali, and, Wi b the afiitance of the 
earl of Craven, and ſo.ve other public-f irited per- 
ſoas of diſtinction, t care of the tſealth, the 
properties, ard the goverment of the inhabitants 
of this great city, diitributi g daily the vali cha- 
rities that were raiſed for the ſuppiy of the ditirefied, 
at the lame time that ne dived the affairs of 


* Sir Ar hur Haſe! [rig offered to procure hi an hundred thouſand 
ha ds to ſubſcribe to his title if he word me ze the government, 
Shinner's Lite of Monk, 5˙. Allo Sir ii ic s Momurs 4:6. 
Price's Hiſtory of the Rejioration, 128. Eckard's Her; of Eng- 
land 757. 
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the navy, regularly tranſmitting an account of what- 


ever happened to the king and his miniſters at 

Oxford; which fully proves not only the fortitude of 

the man, but hi: capacity for tranſacting buſ nets. 
The next year the duke of Vork quitting the 


OS 
command of the Beet, the king ſent for Albemarle 


to Cxford, to acquaint him with his intentions of 


making bim joint commander of the fleet with 
Prince Rupert, His friends ftrongly urged him co 
decline the proffered honour ; they repreſented the 
advanced period of s life, the 7c puration which he 
had already gained as a ſoldier, as a ſeaman, and 
as a ſtateſman; all which he would riſque by 
age in taking the command. 1 cy reprefented the 
Dutch as having gained experience by their defeats, 
and as ouriven to deſperation by their loſſes; the 
enemy which he had to encounter was therefore 
become formidable, and the loſs of a battle 
would exceedingly tarniſh his reputation, whereas 
a victory gained would adC very little to it. But 
none of theſe conſiderations weighed at all with 
Jonk, he told his friends in reply, that © he ve- 
lued neither his ſafety nor his fame any farther than 
they were uſeful to his country; and that he was 
determined to obey the king's commands, fince he 
was ſure he either ſhould accompliſh them, or die 
in the attempt“. He therefore accepted of the 
comma d, and manned his fleet with a ſurprizing 
expedition, notwichſtanding the ravages which the 
plague had made among the ſcamen. He was in- 
deed idolized by the ſailors, who entered cheerfully 
on board his tieet, becauſc, © they were ſure, they 
ſaid, that huneit George (for fo they called thi: 
duke) would ſee them well fed, and juſtly paid 7.“ 
J he artifice of the French, as has been already 
ſhown, ſucceeded in dividing the grand fleet of 


* Sinners Liie ef Monk, p. 335+ 
Pp. 39» 


+ Memoirs of the Dutch 
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England ; whillt prince Rupert deluded by falſe 
intelligence, went in queſt oi the French, Albe- 
marle was left, with a very inferior force, to en- 
counter the Dutch, who bore down upon him. in 
this ſituation he called a council of war, where it 
was unanimouſly reſolved not to decline a battle. 
A deipera'e conflict then enſued, which continued 
the whole day, and has been circumſtantially related; 

the next morning the duke called a ſecond council 
of war, in which he delivered his opinion as fol- 
lows; © if we had dreaded the number of our 
enemies we ſnould have fled yeſterday ; but though 
we are inferior ro them in ſhips, we are in all things 
elſe ſuperior. Force gives them courage; let us, 
if we need it, borrow Teſolution from the thoughts 
of what we have formerly performed. Let tle 

enemy feel, that though our heet be divided, our 
ſpirit is entire. At the worlt, it will be more ho— 
nourable to die bravely here on our own element, 
than to be made ſpecticles to the Dutch. To be 


overcome 1s the fortune of war, but to fly, 1s the 


faſhion of cowards. Let us tcach the world, that 
Engliſnmen had rather be acquainted wich death than 
with fear*.” 

Thus did this brave man maintain the na'1onal 
character for courage; and though the Engliſh Beer 
ſuſfcred greatly in the ſecond day's combat, yet 
when prince Rupert came in on the third, they fairly 
reverſed he fortune of the Dutch, and forced tem 
to ret1:e to their own coaſts. 

Although the nation in general blamed the duke 
for his temerity in fighting when his force was lo 

nuch inferior, being only 1tcy ſhips to ſeventy-'x; 
yet the king approved his coadutt, and the public 
clamour foon tublided : eſpecially as in tne July 


#* Echaid's Hiſtory of England, p. 230. | 
Si 2 fol- 


. 2 A —— * 


— At WF CA MED Reo — 


324 NAVAL HISTORY [Boog II 


following, the duke gained a great ani deciſive 
victory, which compe:led the Lucch fleet o take 
ſhel:er in their po'ts. When win er ap: roached, 
Alemarle quitied | ne fleet, and FEPRITER Oi 004d n, 
where, during his abſence, thet dreadful conua ra- 
tion had happened which lad the city 'n aſhes. 
Such was bis popula ity, tha! the j eo le excited 
as he paſſed along, „if his gr: ce had buen bete, 
the city had not been burnt ”,” which proves the 
able manner in which he executed his truit during 
the plague. 
tHiad the duke's advice been followed, the diſ- 
grace at Cha ham had never happened, but Le pro- 
fuſe manner in which Charles icwarded his mi⸗ 
nions and his mit eßes, led him to embezzie the 
public m ney which was ranted him fer the de- 
fence and ſecurity of the nation. When in conſe- 
quence of this vile nes gle Et, the Du-ch fleet rode 
rium; ant in the river ' hames, Alberr.arie was 
unned!; ately choſen, as the fittelt perſon to raiſe 
the . he people by his preſence, and to 
defeat the enemy's deſign by his conduct. In this 
emergency he did every th. ng why h judginent and 
unruſhed velour could ſuggeſt, bud ſuch a panic 
had ſtruck the e pic, an d ſuch a wan! of capa- 
citv was viſible in thoſe who had the direg ion of 
the King's var ds that his orders wee very indife— 
renely obeyed. He oc, However, many pre cau— 
tions which proved of grcat ule, and had le been 
well tecondce 1, there is every reaſon to believe tha 
the Dutch would have rraped very little redit from 
their np This lap potition 1s N by 
the opinion which the parliament expre! ed ſoon 
akter; both hols highly appioving the aurc's 
conduct; and when he laid before them a narrative 
of ihe atiair, they had ſuch an 1wmpl:cit confidence 
* Gumblc's Lite of lenk. : 
in 
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in the reality of the facts which his grace ſtated, 
thar po the cre it of that evidence alone they im- 
pt ac cd comniſhoner Pitt. To which circum- 
ſtance Dr. Sith Ward, biſhop of Sa.iibury, who 
preach d a fut era ſermon f r his grace a few years 
after, allutes, wen ſpeaking of the duke's beha- 
viour in is (of aſt ous affair, he ſays, © that even 
where the 1ftuc of the whole maiter was not very 
pr::4p-rous, God was pleated to order the dukæ's part 
ſo, that he came olf with immortal honour and re— 
putation.“ 

On the death of the earl of Southampton, who 
was at the head of the treaſury, the king appointed 
the duke of Albemar!e for his ſucceſſor. But this 
mark of royal favour he held a very ſhort time: he 
was now ''xty years o age, and had enjoyed a ro- 
buſt ſtate of health quire to rat advanced period, 
notwithitacding the {overe fatigues and hard ſervice 
in which bis | fe kad been ſpent. All at once his 
heal i decayed, which made him defirous of with- 
drawing from all public bufineſs, and «f ending bis 
days in a calm privacy. 1hkedatorder with u hich he 
was afflicted, was a dropſy. and whilſt in this en- 
feebled {tate of he:1th, the king and the duke of 
York paid hin frequen: vilits, on Which 1 
the ol duke endeavoured to conviice hem of th 
imp oſfibis ry of 'upporiung the royal u hority Nos 
other way than by tro noting the real intereſt of 


the nation“. He die at "Newh all, in FEflex. on the 
third of January 1070, in the fixty-th lr; year of his 
age. He lefc a great eſtate, of bfecer touſand 


peu ds a year in land, and fixty thou an pounds 

in money, which le had am-ted by tri Sallcy, 

nat by any acts of peculation in the high Oil;CES 

which he had filled. lis only fon, Chri opner, 

inherited his title and fortune, whom tae king 
* Lives Eugliſh and Forcig)., F 190. : 
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inveſted with the order of the garter, which his fa- 
tler had before worn. His daughter Anne, the 


wife of John Clarges, Fſq; ſurvived him only to 


the 23d of the {ane month, they were both buried 
in Henry VII h's chapel. The ſecond duke of Al- 
bemarle was a very different character from his 
father. Ile was diſqualified for any kind of public 
employment; poſſeſſed ſome private virtues, and 
ſome vices. He dicd a martyr to his bottle in 
1689, aged 2g years, and leaving no iſſue the title 
became extinct; and his ducheſs remarried in 1692, 
to ealph duke of Montague, and died his widow, 
withour 1ijue, in Auguſt 1734, aged 95. 

General Monk was an abſtemious and an inde- 
fatigable man, he was blunt, but incorruptibly ho- 
net. He would never ſuffer or connive at any 
ſpeci:s of impoſition, and uſed frequently to ſay, 
when he had a command in the army, that his offi- 
cers ſhould have power to command and protect, 
but not to pillage or terrify the ſoldiers *. He 
maintained ftrict diſcipline among the troops, and 
carried the ſame conduct into the navy, when he 
took the command of it in the firſt Dutch war. 
There is a remarkable circumſtance related of him, 
which at once ſhews the auſterity of his manners, 
and the reverence in which he was held. To- 
wards the end of the war, when Cromwell had 
inveſted himſelf with the protectorſhip, the ſeamen 
having been long waiting impatiently, and in vain, 
for a diſtribution of their prize money, at lengtl: 
went in a large body to the navy office, to make a 
demand of it. Monk was there to receive them, 
and told them, that there were fifteen hundred 
ſhips to be ſold, and as ſoon as that was done, they 
would be equitably paid. Upon. which informa- 
tion they quietly diſperſed. However, on diſcul- 
fing the matter among themſelves, they again grew 

+ Gumble's Life of Monk. 
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diſſatisfied, and aſſembiing in the afternoon of the 
ſame day, armed, to the amount of four or five 
thouſand men, they proceeded to Whachall. Monk 
being apprized of this, in company with Cromwell, 
and dome other Officers, met them at Charing- 
croſs, where, without much expoſtulation, he drew 
his ſword, and wounded ſeveral of them, upbraid- 
ing them with not depending on his word, who 
had never broke it upon any occaſion: in this ren- 
counter he is ſaid to have cut off one man's noſe, 
and afterwards to have given him ten pounds as 
a ſatisfaction, This oppoſition ſo diſconcerted the 
ſailors, that forgetting their former fury, they 
quietly retired, and according to Albemarle's aſ- 
ſurance, were afterwards very juſtly paid “. 

Monk's valour was a principle inberent in his 
nature, which never forſook him in the moſt alarm- 
ing circumitances. In one of thoſe dreadful com- 
bats which he maintained, when he had the com- 
mand of the fleet in the ſecond Dutch war, a chain- 
ſhot carried away a part of his breeches, yet it 
neither produced in him the leaſt change of coun- 
tenance nor of conduct, but he continued the 
fight as if nothing had happened. When he con- 
ducted the arduous buſineſs at Chatham, in order 
to prevent the Dutch from landing, which he ſup- 
poſed they meant to do, he expoled himſelf to the 
thickeſt of their cannon thot, that his example 
might inſpire others with firinnels, and thereby 
make effectual head againſt the enemy. A perlon 
of diſtinction, who was near him in this dangerous 
ſituation, repreſented to him, how much it was is 
duty to take care of his life, and for that reaſon 
begged of him to retire. Ie ſreplicd, very cooly, 
« Sir, if | had been afraid of bullets, I ſhould 
have quitted this trade of a ſoldier long ago. f.“ 


Lives Engliſh and Foreign, p. 144 + Gumblc's Life cf Monk. 
thoje 


428 NAVAL HISTORY [Book III. 


Nothing ſhews the moderation and virtues of 
Monk in a ſtronger light, than the eſtimation in 

which he ſtood both with the king and the people, in 
thoſe times when their political ſchemes were totally 
repuznant to each other. But though Charles et- 
teemed and honoured him, yet his inflexibility and 
bluntneſs, but ill accorded with the ductile manners 
of a court; and his ſovereign would probably never 
have employed a thought about him after the reſto- 
ration, if his ſervices had not been wanted; for we 
have before had occaſion to obſerve, that gratitude 


was not a quality predominant in the breaſt of Charles 
the Second. 
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M x morRs of Prince RuprRr, Nepheto to King 


Crartss I. and for ſome Time Commander in 
Chief of the Engliſh Fleet. 


T HIS diſtinguiſhed general and admiral was 
the third ſon of the prince elector Palatine, Fre- 
derick, ſtyled King of Bohemia, by the princeſs E li- 
zabeth, only daughter to king James I. He was 
therefore brother to the princeſs Sophia, mother of 
king George I. and nephew to king Charles J. He 
was born 1n the year 1620. Being a younger ſon he 
was bred to arms. When he was little more than 
twenty years of age he made a voluntary offer of his 
ſervices to his uncle, the unhappy civil wars having 
juſt then broke out. In the numerous actions in 
which he was engaged, he at all times diſplayed 
great intrepidity ; was frequently eminently ſucceſs- 
ful, but in ſome particular inſtances he was cenſured 
for indiſcretion and raſhneſs ; ſo that he quitted his 
command before the war was at an end, and with- 
drew out of the kingdom. When the 1quadron in 
the Thames revolted to the prince of Walrs, he 
again came forward into action, and ſoon obtain d 
the command of it; but by the vigilance of Popham 
and Blake: he was driven, with his fleet, from one 
place of refuge to another, until his force was 
greatly reduced, as has been already ſhown in trear- 
ing of the public tranſactions of thoſe times. In 
this diſtreſſed ſituation, with only a few ſhips remain- 
ing, he failed up the Mediterranean qu c 10 the 
Adriatic Sea, where he made prize indiſcriminarely 
of whatever veſſels fell in his way. When te found 
that Blake had quitted thole parts, he put into the 
port of Toulon, and there told his pirac cal Flunder, 
the produce of which enabled him to fic o his 
ſmall fleet for the Welt Indics, having then no 

1 111010 
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more than five men of war, and two fire-ſhips. 
Whilſt in thoſe parts he carried on the like unau- 
thorized war againſt the Spaniards. At length, 
— loft his brother prince Mau ice, who accom - 
ted him, and the ſhip which he was on board, 
nd gurl his ſhips very ill-con dittoned, he re 
paired to Europe, and coming on the coaſt of Bre- 
tagne, 855 diſpoſed of his ſhips and their prizes, 
the produce of both which was ſcarce ſufficient te 
pay the arreais which were due to his ſeamen. 
Upon the reſtoration, Charles II. invited his 
couſin prince Rupert to England, notwith- 
ſtanding a difference had ariſen between them at 
Paris, when the king was in exile; he created 
him Baron Kendil in Weſtmoreland, earl of 
Holderneis, and duke of Cumberland, and ap- 
ointed him to more than one lucrative em- 
ployment. When the ſecond Dutch war broke 
out, the duke of York being ſoon weary of contend- 
ing with De Ruyter, prince Rupert, in conjunction 
with the duke of Albemarle, obtained the command 
of the grand fleet, and by his fortunate arrival, at the 
cloſe of a hard- fought day, ſnatched the victory 
from the exulting Dutch, and joining the force un- 
der Albemarle, obliged them to ſeek for ſafety in 
their own ports. When this prince had ſought on 
land, the impetuous ardour of youth hurried him 
into unguarded and dangerous ſituations ; but hav- 
ing NOW \ arrived at maturer years, his judgment had 
properly tempered his valour ; and in his naval opc- 
rations he was no leſs diſcreet than brave. 
he breaking out of the laſt Dutch war, and the 
paſſing of the famous teſt act, drew forth this gal- 
lant prince from his retirement; and as he hed 
ever declared himſelf a firm proteſtant „ Monk, 
Sandwich, and moſt of the veteran commanders 
being dead, and the duke of York diſqualificd 
| by 
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by his religious principles, the eves of the nation 
were directed to him as the leader of the Enolith leet 
againſt the Dutch. It was the exigence of the 
times that called forth his ſervices, for ne both hated 
and was hieu by the cabal miniſtry, yhich then 
compoled the executive part of government. 
Every meaſure was taken which ſecret malice could 
ſuoggeſt, to counteract 25 views, and impede the 
mcalures of the prince. All tur captains in the 
fleet were the creatures of the duke of York, and 
bore no good will to their commander in chief. 
However,” with a fleet very badly ſupplied with all 
kinds of neceſfiries, and not wel! mann-d, he 
ained two victories over the Dutch ; the one on 
the 28th of May, 1672, the other on the gth of 
June foilowing : but labouring under ſuch diſad- 
vantages, it was impracticable to puſh his ſucceſſes 
with vigour and effect. On his return from his 
command towards the cloſe of the year, he did not 
meer with that reception from his fovereign which 
his eminent ſervices entitled him to expect; this 
led him to make an appeal to the public, by cauſing 
a relation of the campaign to be written under his 
own eye, in which is the following paſſage: © In 
the midſt of ſo many intrigues of o. -pofition here 
at home, ſo many delays of his commiſſion, 0 
few powers contained in it, ſuch ſcanty number of 
ſeamen, ſo little aſſurance 5 divers chief com- 
mander:, ſuch failure of provilions, ſuch want ot 
ammun1 on: and all other neceiJarics, ſuch deceit 
of naval officers, ſuch non-Obſcrvance of orders at 
{ea amoneit —A own Engliti, and ſo manifeſt a de- 
fection ot the © 13 not to be itaggered in his 
reſolution, not to de put out of all patience and 
Prudence in action, not to abate of his alfection 
and zeal for the hono. by and {ervice of his majeity, 
the ſafeguard and intereſt of ri gion al the King 
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more than five men of war, and two fire-ſhips. 
Whilſt in thoſe parts he carried on the like unau- 
thorized war againſt the Spaniards. At length, 
having Joſt his brother prince Mau ice. who accom - 
panied him, and the ſhip which he was on board, 
and finding his ſhips very ill-conditioned, he re- 
paired to Europe, and coming on the coaſt of Bre- 
tagne, there diſpoſed of his ſhips and their prizes, 
the produce of both which was ſcarce ſufficient to 
pay the arrears which were due to his ſeamen. 

Upon the reſtoration, Charles II. invited his 
couſin prince Rupert to England, notwith- 
ſtanding a difference had ariſen between them at 
Paris, when the king was in exile; he created 
him Baron Kendal in Weſtmoreland, earl of 
Holderneſs, and duke of Cumberland, and ap- 

ointed him to more than one lucrative em- 
ployment. When the ſecond Dutch war broke 
out, the duke of York being ſoon weary of contend- 
ing with De Ruyter, prince Rupert, in conjunction 
with the duke of Albemarle, obtained the command 
of the grand fleet, and by his fortunate arrival, at the 
cloſe of a hard-fought day, ſnatched the victory 
from the exulting Dutch, and joining the force un- 
der Albemarle, obliged them to ſeek for ſafety in 
their own ports, When this prince had fought on 
land, the impetuous ardour of youth hurried him 
into unguarded and dangerous fituations ; but hav- 
ing now arrived at maturer years, his judgment had 
properly tempered his valour ; and in his naval ope- 
rations he was no leſs diſcreet than brave. 

J he breaking out of the laſt Dutch war, and the 
paſſing of the famous teſt act, drew forth this gal- 
lant prince from his retirement; and as he het 
ever declared himſelf a firm proteſtant, Monk, 
Sandwich, and moſt of the veteran commanders 
ed 
by 
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by his religious principles, the eyes of the nation 
were directed to him as the leader of the Englith fleet 
againſt the Dutch. It was the exigence of the 
times that called forth his ſervices, for ne both hated 
and was hated by the cabal miniſtry, which then 

compoled the executive part of government. 
Every meaſure was taken which ſecret malice could 
ſuggeſt, to count e the views, and impede the 
mcalures of the pit;ce. All the captains in the 
fleet were the creatures of the duke of \ York, and 
bore no good will to their commander in chief. 
However, with a fleet very badly ſupplied with all 
kinds of neceſſiries, and not wel! manned, he 
gained two victories over the Dutch; the one on 
the 28th of May, 1672, the other on the «th of 
June following: but labouring under ſuch diſad- 
vantages, it was impracticable to puſh his ſucceſſes 
with vigour and effect. On his return from his 
command towards the cloſe of the year, he did not 
meet with that reception from his ſovereign which 
his eminent ſervices entitled him to expect; this 
led him to make an appeal to the public, by cauling 
a relation of the campaign to be written under his 
own eye, in which is the following paſſage: * In 
the midſt of ſo many intrigues of oppoſition here 
at home, ſo many delays of his commiſſion, ſo 
few powers contained in it, ſuch ſcanty number of 
ſeamen, ſo little aſſurance of divers chief com- 
manders, ſuch failure of proviſions, ſuch want of 
ammun1 ion, and all other neceſſarics, ſuch aeceic 
of naval officers, ſuch non-obſervance of orders at 
ſea amongſt his own Envliti, and fo manifeſt a de- 
fection of the French; not to be ſtaggered in his 
reſolution, not to ve put out of all patience and 
prudence in action, not to abate of his affection 
and zeal for the honour and {ervice of his majeity, 
the ſafeguard and intereſt of religion au the king- 
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dom; in a ſeaſon when ſo many popiſh projectors 
played a game underboard and above too, will be an 
everlaſting argument of his highneſs's valour and 
renown, and muſt needs be a ſtrong obligation on 
the king, the parliament, and people of Eng- 
land, who are now left to judge, whether it was 
not a wonderful good providence of God, or one of 
the moſt memorable pieces of ſervice ever done at 
ſea, to ſurmount all thoſe difficulties, and even envy 
itſelf, and after all, to bring home the fleet-royal 
of England, without the loſs of one man of war, to 
her own ſhore in ſafety, in deſpight of all enemies 
that deſigned otherwiſe by ſea and land.” 

In proportion as the intereſt of the cabal miniſtry 
declined, prince Rupert regained the eſteem of his 
couſin Charles. He had lefr his own country fo 
early, that he had become an entire Engliſhman ; 
but as he was ſuſpected, in his latter days, of a bias 
to the country party, he was never cordially careſſed 
at court: the prince therefore led a quiet and re- 
tired life at Windſor Caſtle, of which he was go- 
vernor, and employed himſelf chiefly in the profe- 
cution of chemical and philoſophical experiments, 
and in the practice of mechanic arts, in which he 
greatly excelled. He invented the art of ſcrapeing 
prints in metzotinto, Which has ſince been brought 
to great perfection. He died in the month of No- 
vember 1683, in the fixty- fourth year of his age. 
His diſpoſition was juſt, beneficent, and courteous, 
which gained him general eſteem. It does not ap- 
pear that he ever was married; he left behind him 
4 natural daughter, named Ruperta, who married 
tieutenant-general Emanuel Howe, brother to Scroope 
lord viſcount Howe, by whom ſhe had three ſons, 
William, Emanucland Jaincs, and a daughter Sophia, 
maid of honour to queen Caroline when princeſs of 
Wales, and who died April 14, 1726. 
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MzrmMoirs of Sir Joun Lawson, Rear-Admiral 
of England, 


THE active part which this commander bore 
in the naval tranſactions of his time, entitles him 
to a place in theſe memoirs of illuſtrious ſeamen. 
He was a native of Hull, and was early trained to 
a ſca-faring life. After having been ſome years 
employed in the merchaar's ſervice, he paſſed from 
that to the royal navy, where he ſoon diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf; and although deſtitute of friends or inte- 
reſt, was advanced, on account of his extraordinary 
merit, to the command of a man of war.. As he 
derived his commiſſion from the parliament, ſo he 
ſerved them faithfully; and before the concluſion 
of the firſt Dutch war, he carried an admiral's flag 
under general Monk. His religious perſuaſion was 
that of an anabapriſt, and his political ſentiments 
inclined him to a republican form of government. 
When Cromwell aſſumed the protectorſhip, Lawſon 
was continued in his command, but his fidelity and 
attachment were not free from imputations. When 
Monk had ſchemed the re-eſtabliſhment of the an- 
cient conſtitution, Lawſon's concurrence was found 
neceſſary, in order to ſecure the fleet; accordingly, 
he was one of the firſt ro whom theſe meaſures were 
imparted, and he did nor heſitate to embrace them. 
Either he had changed his political opinions from 
conviction, or from the more general motive of 
expediency. Dr. Campbell ſays, that Lawſon wag 
diſguſted with Cromwell for entering 1nto the war 
with Spain, as he looked upor it to be a flagrant 
act of injuſtice and tyranny “. 


* Lives of the Admirals, Vel. IT. p. 423+ 
The 
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The ſervices which Lawſon rendered the king 
with the fleer, gained him ſome particular marks of 
reſpect from Charles, who conferred on him the 
honour of knighthood; and the admiral, to the end 
of his life, conducted himſelf with great honour and 
ſpirit, and was never, for any length of time, out of 
actual ſervice. 

In April 1665 the duke of York failed with a 
grand fleet to the coaſt of Holland, himielf carry- 
ing the red flag, prince Rupert the white, and the 
earl of Sandwich the blue: his royal highneſs's vice 
and rear-admirals were Penn and Lawſon, who both 
acquitted themſelves with great honour. A ſharp 
action happened off Leoſtoff, on the 3d of June, at 
the concluſion of which a muſket-ſhot wounded 
Lawſon in the knee, and deprived him of the ſatis- 
faction of enjoying that victory which he had emi- 
nently contributed to obtain. He ſurvived this hurt 
only a few days, and cloſed a life of glory by a death 
truely honourable, 
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MzmMorrs of Sir Grorce AvSCUE. 


WE. ſhall cloſe this catalogue of naval heroes 
with ſome account of Sir George Ayſcue, a man of 
diſtinguiſhed character in the age in which he lived. 
He was an officer of conſiderable ſtanding when 
the parliament aſſumed the adminiſtration; and 
that body courted his favour with ſuch ſucceſs, that 
he adhered ſteadily co the republic, on the defec- 
tion of à conſiderable part of the fleet in 1648. 
He then commanded the Lion, and brought his 
ſhip into the river Thames, and declared for the 
parliament. Such an eſſential ſervice was rewarded 
with the command of a ſquadron of men of war, 
which was ordered to the coaſt of Holland, ta 
watch the n.ctions of the revolted fleet, In Marck 
1649, he was conſtituted admiral of the Irith ſeas, 
in which ſtation he rendered eſſential ſervice to both 
countries. N 3 
In the year 1651, Blake and Ayſcue were ſent 
againſt the Scilly Iles, which Sir John Grenville 
ſtill held for the king. When the two admirals 
appeared before the Iſland of St. Mary, which is the 
principal of that cluſter, the governor, who was 
matter of a very conſiderable force, to prevent the 
ſlaughter which mult have happened on both ſides in 
caſc of an attack, propoſed to treat, and very honou- 
rable conditions of ſurrender were allowed to him 
and his garrifon. I heſe the parliament much diſ- 
liked, and even ſignified a diſinclination to ratify. 
Sir George Aylcue was then on his voyage to the 
Weſt-Indies, but Blake being in England, gave the 
reaſons which enduced him and his colleague to 
grant theſe terms to the royaliſts, and which were 


founded 
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founded both in prudence and humanity ; and con- 
cluded with hinting, that if the parliament diſap- 
proved of his conduct, he would take care not to 
diſpleaſe them again, by retiring from the ſervice ; 
and he did not doubt but Sir George Ayſcue would 
do the ſame. This menace ſilenced all complaints, 
2nd the capitulation was confirmed. 

Our admiral appeared before Barbadoes on the 
26th of October, 1651. The governor of that 
Iſland was lord Willoughby of Parham, who for 
ſome time defended the place, but at length com- 
miſſioners were named on both ſides to adjuſt the 
conditions of ſurrender. The terms agreed upon 
were, that the iſlands of Barbadoes, Nevis, and St. 
Chriſtophers, ſhould be ſurrendered to the parlia- 
ment of England, with ample immunities to the 
inhabitants, whilſt they adhered to the cmomon- 
wealth, The ſurrender of theſe iſlands brought the 
colony of Virginia to yield obedience to the com- 
monwealth. Sir George Ayſcue having thus fully 
accompliſhed the object of his expedition, returned 
to Plymouth on the 2 gth of May, 1652. 

The firit Dutch war having then broke out, Sir 
George had no reſpite from hard ſervice ; for no 
ſooner was he returned to England, than, with his 
foul ſhips, he put to ſea, to intercept the Dutcli 
merchantmen in the Channel; and therein he was 
very ſucceſsful, The attack which the Dutch made 
upon him on the 16th of Auguſt, has been already 
related, and the warm reception which he gave 
them“. But notwithſtanding Sir George had ren- 
dered ſuch eſſential ſervice to his country, and had 
acquitted himſelf with ſo much reputation in the 
unequal conflict which he maintained with the 
Dutch; although he was venerated by the navy, 
and highly es by the nation, yet the parlia- 

+ See Vol. II. p. 150. 
ment, 
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ment from motives that have never been fully aſcer- 
tained, thought fit to Jay him aſide; but this they 
did in the moſt honourable manner, by voting him 
zool. a year in Ireland, and a ſum of money. 

The admiral being now diſengaged from all active 
employments, paſſed over into Ireland. Whilſt 
there he had frequent conferences with Henry 
Cromwell, who was lord lieutenant of that king- 
dom, and who had ſo high an eſteem for him, that 
he wrote expreſsly to ſecretary Thurloe, to take 
his advice about a matter of conſequence then in 
agitation, which letter is preſerved in Thurloe's 
ſtate- papers. 

In 1656, Whitlock, the memorialiſt, and the 
Swediſh ambaſſador, paid a viſit to this ſecluded 
commander, at his ſeat in Surry, where, as his 
phraſe was, © he had caſt anchor, and intended to 
ride out the reſt of his life.” This viſit, however, 
drew him from his retreat, and Sir George under— 
took to take the command of the Swediſh fl. et, 
taking with him ten or twelve Engliſh captains, who 
were to take the command of as many dwediſh men 
of war. 

He continued in Sweden four years, and re- 
turned to England about the time of tne reſtora- 
tion; and notwithſtanding his former political at- 
tachmenis, he was received with great marks of 
reſpect by Charles the Second. When the Uutch 
war broke out in 1564, Sir George went out with 
zhe fleet as rear admiral of the buue ſquadron, and 
behaved with great honour in the bartic of che 3d 
of June, 1665. When the duke of York quitted 
the command, and was ſucceeded by the eirl of 
Sandwich, Sir George Ayicue ſerved as vice-admi- 
ral of the red; and was very tucceſsful in making 


* Vol. Iv. P · 193. 
Vol. II. U u prizes. 
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prizes“. In 1666, when prince Rupert and the 
duke of Albemarle, were commanders in chief, Sir 
George Ayſcue, in the Princes Royal of one hun- 
dred guns, the largeſt and heavieſt ſhip in the fleet, 
bore the white flag, as admiral of that ſquadron, 
having Sir William Berkley for his vice admiral, and 
Sir John Harman for his rear admiral}. In the fa- 
mous battle on the 1ſt of June that year, he did re- 
markable ſervice, not only againſt the enemy, but 
in the preſervation of ſuch of the Engliſh ſhips as 
were difabled by their ſuperior force. With the 
fame ſaccefsful diligence he ated the two next days; 
but towards the evening of the third, when prince 
Rupert appeared with his detachment of the fleet, 
Sir George Ayſcue's ſhip unfortunately ſtruck on 
the Galloper Sands, and could receive no aſſiſtance 
from his friends, neither could it be got off. He 
could not even reap the conſolation of periſhing 
with honour, and revenging his death on his ene- 
mies. They were preparing five ſhips toattack him, 
and he was obliged to ſtrike. The Engliſh ſailors 
feeing the neceſſity, with the utmoſt indignation, 
ſurrendered themſelves priſoners , upon which the 
Dutch took them on board, and finding it impoſſible 
to bring off the Royal Prince, ſet her on fire. This 
capture of an Engliſh admiral gave the Dutch great 
ſatisfaction. They carried him from place to place 
by way of triumph, and at laſt ſnut him up in the 
Caſtle of Louveſtein, where he continued for ſome 
months. On the peace of Breda he returned home, 
and went no more to ſca; at what time, and at what 
age he died, is not known. 


* Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 388. # ColumuaRoſtrata, p. 172. 
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The Reign of King James Il.—Temper of the Nation 
at his Acceſſion —Finſt Steps of his Reign. Mon- 
mouth's Invaſion — His Defeat and Execution 
Cruelties of Kirk and Jefteries—James alarms his 
Parliament — Encampment on Hounſlow-heath—' 
Roman Catholics brought into Offices —Breach be- 
zween the King and the Church —Embaſſy to Rome 
— Imprifonment, Trial, and Acquittal of the Biſhops 
—Birth of the Prince of Wales - Conduct of the 
Prince of Orange Is applied to by the Engliſh— 
Offers made by Louis to James — The Prince of 
Orange lands at Torbay — Defection of the Army 
from the King Prince George of Denmark, with 
His Conſort the Princeſs. Ann, withdraw from the 
King—James flies—Apprehen/ion of an Iriſh Maſ- 
facre—The King ſeized at Feverſham—He retires 
% Rocheſter, and from thence to France—Settle- 
ment of the Crown to King William and Queen 
Mary. Revenue of James [I.—National Debt at 
the Revolution. — State of the Navy—lncreaſe of 
National Wealth State of Shipping and Coinage — 
Board of Trade—Charter to the Eaft-India Company 
— Liberty of the Preſs. | 


TO prince ever mounted the throne of Eng- 
land, whoſe firſt meaſures of government 
engroſſed more the public attention than thoſe of 
James the Second. The influence which he was 
ſuppoſed to have had over the conduct of the late 
king; his continual habit of buſineſs, partly the 
effect of -his temper, but more of his ſituation ; the 
animoſity of parties concerning him; and the va- 
rious turns of his fortune, had placed him, during 
many years of his brother's reign, in a more con- 
{prcuous 
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ſpicuous point of view than even the ſovereign him- 
ſelf. The excluſioniſts now expected little mercy 
from a king, to whom they had ſhewn none when 
he was a ſubjet. The diffenters had felt the ſeve- 
rity of councils which were imputed to him; even 
ſome of the Tories watched with anxious minds his 
firſt ſteps in civil, and till more of them, his 
firſt ſteps in religious concerns“ 

On the firſt Sunday after his acceſſion the king 
went publicly to mals, attended with all the enſigns 
of royalty. Many were offended at this public 
ſpectacle of the king's religion, who had long heard 
with indifference of his principles. ' The Eike of 
Norfolk, who carried the ſword of ſtate, ſtopped 
at the door of the chapel : the king paſſing him, 
faid, © My lord, your father would have gone far- 
ther.” he duke anſwered, * Your majeſty's fa- 
ther, who was a better man than my father, would 
not have gone ſo far.” 

James had been a bigot to the Romiſh churck 
from his early years, and he eſpouſed her cauſe with 
the molt extravagant zeal : had he been a maho- 
metan, or had he followed the doctrine of Confu- 
cius, the Engliſh would never have diſturbed his 
reign; but he deſigned to eſtabliſh in his Kingdoms 
the Roman catholic religion, than which nothin 

coul be more deteſtable in the eyes of the Engliſh, 
who accounted it the religion of ſlaves. ' 

Ihe people of England were now entirely charge 
from what they had been in the times of Henry, 
Mary, and F lizabeth, who had altered religion at 
will. Learning was now as much cultivated by the 
laity as by the prieſthood ; every man now pre- 
tended to think for himſelf, and had rational grounds 
for his opinion. In the beginning of the reforma- 
tion the monarchs had only to bring over the clergy, 

2 Dalrymple's Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 106. 4 Vollaire. : 
3 | | | im 
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in order totally to change the modes of belief, for 
the people were entirely guided by their paſtors. 
To influence the prieſthood was an eaſy taſk, The 
hopes of preferment, or the fears of degradation, 
entirely ſubjected the conſciences of the clergy to 
the royal will. Such it was then; but the circum- 
ſtances of the nation were, at preſent, entirely al- 
tered; and to make a change in religion, it would 
have been neceſſary to tamper with every individual 
in the ſtate. But James had no idea of the altera- 
tion of circumſtances; his ſituation, he thought, 
ſupplied him with authority, and his zeal furniſhed 
him with hope of accompliſhing this chimerical 
deſi n. 

1 5 events in Europe had given James in- 
ſtances of princes aſſuming a deſpotic rule over their 
2 1 hoſe of Sweden and Denmark had lately 

ecome abſolute monarchs. In ſhort, England 
and Poland were the only remaining kingdoms, 
where the liberty of the people and monarchy ſub- 
ſiſted together. 

James had only poſſeſſed the crown a few months, 
when the duke of Monmouth, who had been or- 
dered to quit England during the laſt reign, and 
had retired to Holland, arrived in Dorſetſhire with 
a few followers, and preſuming on the popularity 
which he poſſeſſed, openly laid claim the crown. 
This deſperate ſtep he was driven to take, more 
from the ſeverity with which the king purſued him 
in his exile; than from the natural turbulence of 
his diſpoſition. ' The earl of Argyle ſeconded his 
views, and they formed the ſcheme of ſtirring up 
inſurrections, at the ſame time, in the two extremi- 
ties of the kingdoms. Argyle firſt landed in Scot- 
land, publiſhed a manifeſto, and got together an 
army of two thouſand five hundred men; but a 
conſiderable body of troops coming againſt him, 
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he was foon defeated, taken priſoner, and carried 
to Edinburgh, where, after enduring many indig- 
nities with a gallant ſpirit, he was publicly exe- 
cuted. 

Among the adherents to the duke of Argyle was 
one Ayloffe, who, being taken priſoner, ſtabbed 
himſelf, in order to eſcape puniſhment ; but having 
recovered, he was brought up from Scotland into 
the kirig's preſence, in hopes that diſcoveries might 
be drawn from him. James preſſed him to a con- 
feſfion, ſaying, © You know, Mr. Ayloffe, it is in 
my power to give you a pardon ; therefore ſay that 
which may deſerve it.” To which Ayloffe replied, 
Though it is in your power, it is not in your 
nature to pardon,” 

Meanwhile the duke of Monmouth, who had 
failed from the Texel with three veſſels, and arrived 
on the coaſts of Dorſetſhire with about fourſcore 
followers, found the country ſoon flock in to his 
Randard, and in two days his army was increaſed to 
two thouſand men. The earl of Feverſham was ſent 
to oppoſe him, and took poſt at Sedgemore, a village 
in Somerſetſhire. Monmouth reſolved to fight him, 
and began his march about eleven in the night, with 
profound ſilence ; but the royaliſts were prepared 
for his reception. Ihe action began at day break; 
lord Grey, who commanded the duke of Mon- 
mouth's horſe, was routed at the firſt onſet. The 
duke, at the head of his infantry, bravely main- 
tained his ground, until he was charged in flank by 
the enemy's horſe, who had been juſt now victo- 
rious. A total rout enſued; three hundred were 
killed in the engagement, and a thouſand in the 
purſuit. The duke eſcaped the carnage, and, in a 
ſhepherd's difguiſe, fled on foot, attended by a 
faithful companion, who had followed his fortunes 
into England, Thus they travelled onward towards 

Dorſet- 
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Dorſerſhire, till, quite exhauſted with hunger and 
fatigue, they lay down in a field, and covered them- 
ſelves with ſtubble. In this forlorn ſituation he was 
found, with ſome peas in his pocket, which he had 
gathered in the fields to ſuſtain life. His ſpirit 
funk with his misfortunes ; he wrote to the king; 
implored his mercy ; the king gave him an audi- 
ence, as if willing to ſatisfy his vengeance with the 
ſight of a rival's miſery. But his death was deter- 
mined, and no entreaties could extort royal cle- 
mency. His behaviour on the ſcaffold was manly 
and compoſed. The fondneſs of the common peo- 
ple followed Monmouth even beyond the grave: 
they believed that one of his friends who reſembled 
him, had conſented to loſe his life in public to ſave 
that of the duke. They ſtarted at every rumour 
of his name; and long expected, with impatience, 
when their favourite ſnould again call them to aſſert 
his cauſe, and their own. Lord Dartmouth, by 
the king's order, attended the execution. When 
he afterwards gave an account of 1t to James, he 
faid, „ Your majeſty has got rid of one enemy, 
but a more dangerous one remains behind,” James 
pretended not to underſtand that his ſon-in-law 
was alluded to; yet the words ſunk deep into his 
mind“. | 
It would have been happy for the nation, and 
fortunate for the king, if the blood that was already 
ſhed had been thought a ſufficient expiation for the 
late offence. The victorious army behaved with 
the moſt ſayage cruelty to the priſoners taken after 
the battle of Sedgemore. 'T heir inhumanity was 
properly ſeconded by Jefferies, who was ſent on 
the weitern circuit to try the inſurgents. His fu- 
rious thirſt of blood being inflamed by continual 
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intoxication, he threatened, calumniated, and threw 
aſide even the appearance of clemency. Men and 
women indiſcriminately felt the effects of his ſavage 
zeal ; and not leſs than two hundred and fifty per- 
ſons expired under circumſtances of wanton cruelty, 
Cruel kings ever find cruel miniſters *. _ 

Lord Feverſham, after Monmouth's defeat, hung 
up, without any trial, twenty priſoners, and Colonel 
Kirk nineteen. The latter with a ſavage refinement 
made a ſport of the murders he committed. Having 
a gallows erected at his door, it was his practice, while 
drinking with his companions, to order the execu- 
tion of his priſoners to accompany the glaſs that was 
drank to the health of the king, or the queen, or 
judge Jefferies, When he ſaw the feet of the dying 
ſhake, in the laft agonies of departing life, he would 
ſay, They ſhould have muſic to their dancing,“ 
and ordered his trumpets to ſound, and his drums 
to ſtrike up. He let looſe his ſoldiers to live on 
free quarters in the country, without diſtinction, be- 
tween the innocent and the guilty ; and thoſe inſtru- 
ments of his violence he named in deriſion, His 
lambs.”' Theſe proceedings were in the eye of 
the law, robberies and murders; yet in the violence 
of civil rage, neither the court nor the officers of 
the law took notice of them f. 

Lord chief juſtice Jefferies was a man, cruel in his 
Temper, brutal in his manners, and a contemner of all 
glecency. A power was given him in his commiſſion 
to command the forces of the weſt, ſo that the ter- 
tors both of the law and of the ſword were united 
an his perſon. In his charge to the grand jury 
at Dorcheſter, where he firſt opened the trials, 
he directed them to enquire after, © not only all 
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principals, but all aiders and abettors of thoſe who 
had been concerned in the rebellion;” a charge 
which moulded the jurymen to his will, by the con- 
ſideration of their perſonal ſafety, becauſe there 
were few of them who had not given refuge to their 
friends and relations in diſtreſs. He preſſed the 
priſoners to confeſs, “ to ſave himſelf trouble,” as 
he expreſſed it. And ſome of thoſe who maintained 
their innocence againſt all his menaces, and were 
afcerwards found guilty, he ordered for execution 
the ſame day, in order to intimidate others from 
following their example. His officers had orders 
to prevail on the priſoners to confeſs by promiſes 
of pardon : when the priſoners adhered in court to 
their confeſſion they were condemned to be hanged : 
when they retracted, theſe officers were evidences 
at hand to prove their confeſſion. Bragg, an at- 
torney, having been found guilty, Jefferies declared 
with a jeſt, “ that if any lawyer or parſon came in 
his way, they ſhould not eſcape him.” One of rhe 
priſoners objected to a witneſs, Jefferies interrupted 
him with theſe words: ** Villain, rebel, methinks 
J] ſee thee already with a halter round thy neck.” 
The evidence againſt another being doubtful], the 
juſtice of peace, who had given information againſt 
him, remarked it to Jefferies, and interceded in 
his behalf. Jefferies anſwered, © You have brought 
him on, if he be innocent his blood be upon you.” 
When the ſiſters of this unhappy man hung on the 
wheel of the judge's coach to beg mercy for their 
brother, he ordered his coachman to cut their arms 
and hands with his whip.* Two women were con- 
demned to be burnt alive, for indulging the ſweeteſt 
of human virtues, compaſſion for the dittreſſed ; one 
of theſe was lady Liſle, who was upwards of ſeventy 
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years of age. She had given refuge to Hicks, 4 
diſſenting clergyman who had begged the protection 
of her houie, and truſted his life in her hands. She 
was widow to lord Liſle, one of the regicides, who 
on that account had been aſſaſſinated in Switzerland, 
She was taken by colonel Penruddock, whoſe father 
had been a judged to death by Lord Liſle, for his at- 
tachment to the royal cauſe. Ihe deportment of 
this lady at i er trial was ſpirited and highly pathetic, 
She delivered herſclf ro the court in the following 
manner. l once thought as little of being brought 
to this place as any one here, IJ he perſon whom 1 
received under my roof, was convicted by no ſen- 
tence, was mentioned in no proclamation; how 
then could I know I was obnoxious to the law in 
receiving him? My own principles have ever becu 
loyal, none in England ſhed more tears for the dea:li 
of the king's father than I did. If I could have 
ventured my life for any thing, it would have been 
to ſerve the preſent king: but although 1 could not 
fight for him, my ſon did, againſt the duke of Mon- 
mouth. I fent the ſon to atone for the offences of 
the father: it was | who bred him up to fight for his 
ſovereign: with my laſt breath 1 will bleſs that 
life which takes away mine.” Such forcible reaſon- 
ing had no weight where humanity and juſtice were 
excluded; Jefferies, in his charge to the jury, ad- 
mired the juſtice of God which had made Penrud- 
dock the inſtrument of ſhedding blood for blood. 


1 he jury notwithſtanding, re:urned into court with 


dJoubis, becauſe there was no proof of her knowing 
that Hicks had been in the rebel army; but Jefferies 
told them, that her receiving him, after ſhe ſuſpected 
it, was equivalent ; and when they found her guilty, 


he faid, “If {he had been my mother, 1 would have 


tound the ſame verdict againſt her“. 1wo Tory 
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peereſſes applied to the king for her pardon, de- 
claring that ſhe had done favours to their party in 
cheir greateſt extremities; but Jefferies, who thought 
that her acquittal would imply his own condemna- 
tion, had exacted a promile from James not to par- 
don her, by aſſuring him that all her pretenſions to 
loyalty were falſe: the only ſavour ſhe could obtain 
was, the change of her ſentence from burning to 
bcheading. I heſe ſeverities of Jefferies, frightful 
even to thoſe to whom he committed their execu- 
tion, were imputed at the time, to the barbarity of 
hrs temper alone, but other cauſes of his conduct 
were brought to light in the next reign. It was then 
made appear, that he had exatted the ſum of fifteen 
thouſand pounds for his own uſe, from a Devonſhire 
centleman, named Prideaux, for not bringing him 
to 2 trial“. 

The people might have been willing on this oc— 
caſion to diſtinguiſh between the king and his mi- 
niſters of vengeance, had not the cleareſt marks of 
his ſovereign's good pleaſure rewarded the perpe- 
trator of theſe cruelties. Jefferies on his return, 
was for theſe eminent ſervices created a peer ; and 
foon after was appointed to the dignity of chancel- 
lor. Theſe rigours of the weſtern circuit raiſed more 
pity and indignation than fear, in a nation natural! 
brave and therefore generous. Ac lens th the king; 
found they had rendered him ſo unpopu'ar that it 
became abſolutely neceſſary to diſavow them; but 
fach as bore no good-will to this prince aſſerted, 
that he was accuſtomed to repeat the crueſties of 
Kirk and Jefferies with jocular'ty to his cobrtiers 
in the circle; and that in the ſame ſtrain he called 
this circuit Jefferies's campaienf.” But whether 
this charge is true or falſe, thus much is cer ein, 
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that the ſeverity of James's temper gave a colour- 
able appearance to this imputation; like another 
Philip II. his remorſeleſs heart urged him on to 
wade, without any emotion, through ſtreams of 


blood, to eſtabliſh the infernal triumph of civil 


and religious deſpotiſm. 

As if theſe proceedings were not ſufficient to 
ſhake the tyrant on his throne, James, when he met 
his pariiament the November following, delivered 
himſelf in the moſt arbitrary and dictatorial man- 
ner. He expreſſed his reſolution of retaining popiſh 
officers in the army, in open defiance of the teſt- 
acts. This ſpeech awakened both houſes to a ſenſe 
of their danger. Many were then alive who had 
ſeen the ſubjection under which Cromwell had kept 
the nation by means of a ſtanding army, and the 
idea of ſlavery was ever annexed to that of popery. 
In an inſtant therefore, that houſe of commons 
which had hitherto appeared to have no will but the 
will of its ſovereign, became animated with a ſpirit 
reſembling thar of its predeceſſors in the three late 
parliaments. In their addreſs to the king, in con- 
ſequence of his ſpeech, the commons expreſſed in 
very reſpectful terms the opinion they entertained, 
that the king did not poſſeſs any right of diſpenſing 
with the eſtabliſhed laws of the realm, rendered valid 
by the ſanction of the three conſtituent parts of the 
legiſlature. 85 

When the parliaments of England and Scotland 
were prorogued, James encamped twelve thouſand 
men on Hounſlow Heath, hoping that his ſoldiers 
would effectually co-operate with his deſigns, and 
enable him to reign over a nation of ſlaves. Moſt 
of thoſe who refuled their aſſent to the repcal of 
the teſts, among whom were many of the higheſt 
rank and of the king's firmeit friends, were re- 
moved from the civil or military offices which they 


held, 
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held, and Roman Catholics, with diſpenſations, 
generally put into their places. Several profeſſed 
papiſts were appointed judges, and others brought 
to the council board. They were likewiſe intro- 
duced into all the inferior departments of govern- 
ment. They were made ſheriffs, juſtices of the 
peace, magiſtrates of corporations, and lieutenants 
of counties. 

The clergy of the church of England, finding 
that the religion of the church of Rome had en- 
groſſed the heart of the king, commenced an op- 

oſition to court meaſures, and popery was now ac- 
Lonledged the more immediate danger. In order 
to prevent inflammatory ſermons on this popular 
ſubject, James revived ſome directions to preachers, 
which had been promulgated by the late king in 
the beginning of his reign, when no deſign againſt 
the national religion was yet formed, or at leaſt 
apprehended. But in the preſent delicate and in- 
tereſting ſituation of the church, there was little 
reaſon to expect that orders, founded on no legal 
authority, would be ſcrupulouſly obeyed by preachers, 
who ſaw no ſecurity to themſelves, but in preſerving 
the confidence and regard of the people. Inſtead 
of avoiding con:roverſy, according to the king's in- 
junctions, the preachers every where declaimed 
againſt popery. | 

This weak and deluded monarch, not content 
with effect ing his purpoſes by ſlo and gradual ad- 
vances, aimed at cruſhing the national ſpirit, and 
making the will of the ſovereign the ſole arbiter 
of right and wrong at a ſtroke. Full of theſe weak 
conceits, he ſent a ſplendid embaſſy to Rome, to 
acknowledge his obedience to the pope. innocent 
XI. who then filled the chair, was too good a politician 
to approve thoſe childiſh meaſures, and gave his 
ambaſſador a very cool reception, He was ſenſible 
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that the king was openly ſtriking at thoſe Jaws 
and opinions, which it was his buſineſs ſecretly 
to undermine. The cardinals were even heard 
facetiouſly to declare, that the king ſhould be eu- 
communicated for thus endeavouring to overturn the 
mall remains of popery that yet ſubſiſted in England“. 
The king's zeal hurried him to the greateſt mean- 
neſſes; he even ſtooped ſo low as to attempt to 
make converts of his officers: a rough ſoldier one 
day anſwered his remonſtrances, by ſaying, that he 
was pre-engaged, four he had promiſed the king of 
Morocco, when he was in garriſon at Tangiers, "that 
ſhould he ever change his religion, he would turn 
Mahometan. 

An ecelefiaſties] court was erected , with power 
to puniſh all delinquents, or ſuch ſo reputed by the 
court, with all manner of ecclefiaſtical cenſures. 
T he vice-chancellor of Cambridge was ſummoned 
before this court for having refuſed to admit one 
Francis, a Benedictine monk, to the degree of 
maſter of arts; the vice-chancellor was deprived of 
his office, but the univerſity perſiſted in their re- 
fufal, and the king thought proper to deſiſt from 
his purpoſe. The vice preſident and fellows of 
Magdalen college in Oxford were treated with more 
ſeverity. They refuſzd to admit one Farmer, a new 


convert, and one of a profligate life, who was nomi- 


rated by the king to the place of preſident, now 
become vacant. The king next nominated Parker, 
bilhop of Oxford; but he was equally obnoxious 
for the ſame reaſons. The king repaired in perſon 
to Oxford ; he reproached the fellows with inſolence 
and diſobedience 3 but neither he, nor his miniſters, 
could prevail to alter the reſolutions of this ſociety. 
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The fellows were expelled by his order, and their 
places filled with papiits, who he knew would be 
more obedient to his commands, 

His deligns hitherto were ſufficiently manifeſt z 
but he was now reſolved entirely to throw off the 
maſk. By his permiſſion the pope's nuncio made 
his public entry into Windſor in his pontificals, 
preceded by the croſs, and attended by a great 
number of monks in the habit of their reſpective 
orders. He next publiſhed a declaration for liber- 
ty of conſcience, by which all reſtraints upon po- 
pery were taken away. The church of England 
took the alarm; the peculiar animoſity of the peo- 
ple againſt the catholic religion proceeded nat leſs 
from religious than temporal motives. It is the 
ſpirit of that religion to favour arbitrary power, 
and its reproach to encourage perſecution, The 
Engliſh had too often ſmarted under both, to be 
willing again to ſubmit to either. Seven biſhops, 
who had received the king's expreſs orders to cauſe 
this declaration of liberty of conſcience to be read 
in their churches, refuſed to comply *. They drew 
up a modeſt petition to excuſe their refuſal, which 
only ſerved to increaſe the king's reientment and 
rage. They were cited before the council, and 
ſtill adhered to their former reſolution, with that 
tirmneſs which is the characteriſtic of virtue. The 
attorney-general was ordered to proſecute them 
for publiſhing ſedition, and abridging the king's 
prerogative, They were committed priſoners to 
the Tower, conducted thither amidft the prayers 
and condolence of an incredible multitude of the 
populace, who regarded them as ſufferers for 
truth. The day appointed for their trial arrived; 
this cauſe was looked upon as the criſis of Engliſh 
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freedom ; the council managed the debate on both 
fides with learning and candour; the jury with- 
drew into a chamber, whete they paſſed the whole 
night, but next motning returned into court, 
and declared the biſhops not guilty. The verdict 
was received with a loud and general ſhout in the 
court; Which was anſwered by one as general from 
the multitude that ſurrounded the court; the in- 
telligence inſtantly ſpread, and a thouſand ſhouts, 
from different parts of the town, reverberated the 
univerſal joy of the people, Theſe acclamations 
were continued from village to village, until they 
reached the army encamped on Hounſlow-heath; 
which was ſeized with the ſame ſympathetic tran- 
ſport. The king was at that inſtant, in lord Fever- 
Mam's tent, and hearing the camp in an uproar, 
ſent his lordſhip to enquire into the cauſe. Fever- 
ſham returned, and reported, © It: was nothing 
but the joy of the ſoldiers, for the acquittal of the 
biſhops.” © Nothing: ſaid the king, © do you 
call that nothing! But ſo much the worſe for them.” 
Immediately he'tet off for London, and iſſued a pro- 
clamation, forbidding the populace from afſembiing 
in the ſtreets. The reſtraint increaſed their zeal ; 
and the city was lighted up by bonfires and illumina- 
tions. Some perſons were tried for diſorders com- 
mitted that evening; but the juries acquitted them, 
though often ſent back by the judges to re- conſider 


their verdicts *. 


As not only the king and queen, but all the zea- 
lous catholics both at home and abroad, were ex- 
tremely deſirous of the queen having a male heir to 
the crown; becauſe in default of that, on James's 
death, the ſucceſſion mult devolve to the prince and 
princeſs of Orange, two zealous Proteſtants, who 
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would ſoon replace every thing on the ancient foun- 
dations; vows had been offered at every ſhrine for 
a male ſucceſſor; pilgrimages were undertaken, 
particularly one to Loretto, by the ducheſs of Mo- 
dena. At length the queen was delivered of a fon, 
on the 10th of June, 1688, a few days before the 
acquittal of the biſhops; but, in proportion as this 
event was agreeable to the catholics, it encreaſed 
the diſguſt of the proteſtants, by depriving them 
of that pleaſing proſpect, with which they had flat- 
tered themſelves. Ir was even thought, that the 
king and queen, deſpairing of having iſſue, had 
impoſed a ſuppoſititious child upon the nation, and 
it was almoſt unanimuuſly believed, that James's 
bigotry rendered him capable of any crime, to ob- 
tain a popiſh ſucceſſor. 
The prince of Orange, ever ſince his marriage 
with the lady Mary, had maintained a very prudent 
conduct, agreeable to that ſound underſtanding 
with which he was ſo eminently erdowed. He 
made it a maxim to concern himſelf little with Eng- 
liſh attains, and never, by any meaſure, to d ſguſt 
any of the parties in England, or give umbrage to 
the prince who filled the throne, His natural in- 
clnation, as well as intereſt, led him to employ 
hint ſelf with aſſiduous induſtry in the tranſa*tions on 
the Continent, and to oppote the grandeur of the 
French monarch, againit whom he had long, both 
from perſonal and political conſiderations, con- 
ceived a violent animolity. By this conduct, he re- 
commended himſelf to the whole Engliſh nation; 
but as he croſſed the inclinations of Charles, who 
ſought peace by compliance with France, he had 
much declined in the favour and affections of that 
monarch. 

When James ſucceeded to the throne, he found 
it ſo much his intereſt to live on good terms wich 
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the preſumptive heir that he ſhowed the prince ſome 
demonſtrations of friendſhip; and the prince, on 
his pert, was not wanting in every inſtance of duty 
and regard towards the king. On Monmouth's in- 
vaſion, he immediately deſpatched over fix regi- 
ments of Britiſh troops, which were in the Dutch 
ſervice; and he offered to take the command of the 
king's forces againſt the rebels. How little ſoever 
he might approve of James's adminiſtration, he al- 
ways kept a total ſilence on the ſubject, and gave 
no countenance to thoſe diſcontents which were ſo 
juſtly propagated through the nation“. 
It was from the application of James himſelf, 
that the prince firſt openly took any part in Engliſh 
affairs. Notwithitanding the lofty ideas the king 
had formed of his prerogative, he found that the 
edicts promulgated by it ſtill wanted much of the 
authority of laws, and that the continuance of them 
might, in the iſſue, become dangerous, both to 
himſelf, and to the catholics whom he defired to fa- 
vour. An act of parliament alone could enſure 
that toleration which he earneſtly wiſhed to grant, 
and he flattered himiſelf, that if the prince would 
declare in favour of ſuch a meaſure, the members 
who had hitherto reſiſted all his own applications, 
would, at laſt, be prevailed with to adopt it. The 
conſent therefore of the prince to the repeal of the 
penal ſtatutes, and of the teſt, was ſtrongly ſoli— 
cited by the king, and in order to engage him to 
agree to that meaſure, hopes were given that England 
would ſecond him in all thoſe enterprizes which his 
active and extenſive genius had planned on the Conti- 
nent. The prince of Orange was, at this time, the 
centre of all the negotiations of Chriſtendom. He 
was too good a politican to be deluded by ſuch a bait; 
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he would therefore go no farther than to promiſe his 
conſent to the repeal of the penal ſtatutes, by which 
the non-confurmiſts, as well as catholics, were ex- 
poled to puniſhment ; the teſt he deemed a ſecurity 
abſolutely neceflary for the eſtabliſhed religion. 

The Engliſh nation was, at this time, very well 
diſpoſed to connect its intereſts with thoſe of Hol- 
land. The ſudden revocation of the edict of Nantes 
by Louis XIV. had revived the remembrance of 
thoſe ties which, a century before, had united and 
ſupported the civil and religious intereſts of the two 
ſtates. The Englith too were naturally led to com- 
pare the conduct of the French king, in this in— 
ſtance, with the ſucceeding ſteps taken by James: 
they imputed both to a regular concerted plan be- 
tween the two monarchs, to <xtirpate the proteſtant 


religion from Europe; and James, during the laſt 


two years, had managed his negotiations with France 
in ſuch a manner, as confirmed all theſe ſuſpicions. 
Notwithſtanding treaties then lublilted between 
England and France, which provided for the ſecu— 
rity of Engliſh ſubjects reſiding in the latter king- 
dom, yet no ſooner was religious toleration with- 
drawn, than dragoons were quartered upon the 
Engliſh merchants to force them to change their 
religion, and they were not permitted to leave the 
kingdom. When Sir William Trumball, the Eng- 
liſh ambaſſador at France, remonſtrated on this 
head, the French court iſſued orders, that ſuch of 
the Engliſh as were not naturalized, ſhould be free 
from all moleſtation ; but ſuch reſtrictions accom- 
panied this indulgence, as effectually deſtroyed its 
efficacy; for the wives and children of ſuch as had 
married French women were conſidered as natura— 
lized ſubjects, ſeized upon, and ſent either to priſous 
or to convents. Arts were uſed to deprive the few 
that were entitled to the beneir of this order, of all 
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advantage from it. They would not permit the 
Fngl:ſh proteſtants who dicd in France to be buried; 
ind. the corps of a woman, who had been privately 
in.erred, was taken from the grave, and dragged 
naked hrough the ſtreets. The Engliſh traders to 
Hudſon's Bay, the Weſt-Indies, and Africa, were 
injured and inſulted. The people of New- England 
were not permi ted to trade, or fith, to the north- 
ward ; and when their ſhips were driven, by ſtreſs 
of weather, or through want of neceſfiries, to caſt 
anchor in the French roads, they were ſeized and 
confiſcated. The French laid fuch heavy duties 
upon the importation of the Engliſh cotton manu- 
factures, as amounted to a prob bition. Sir Wil- 
liam Trumbell preſented ſpirited memorials upon 
theſe injuries; the French complained of the terms 
in whic h theſe remonſtrances were couched, and the 
ambaſſador was reprimanded by his ſovereign. 
Provoked at the tameneſs of the Engliſh, and the 
bauteur of the French court, Sir William reſigned 
his embaſſy, and no ſatisfaction was obtained for tle 
nation, 

Moſt of the Engliſh which the prince of Orange 
had converſed with, in the laſt or the preſent reign, 
being diſſatisfied themſelves, endeavoured to infuſe 
the ſame ſpirit into him. 1 he natural jealouſies be- 
tween a prince in poſſeſſion and his preſumptive 
ſucceſſor, and the oppoſition of intereſt and religion, 
had diſſolved, at length, all ties between the fathe 
and ſon-in-law, except thoſe which decorum im- 
poſed. Ihe pregnancy of the queen, and the birth 
of the Prince of Wales, made the proſpect of the 
princeſs Mary's ſucceſſion to the crown very diſtant 
and uncertain, and therefore threatened nothing 
ſhort of an open rupture. And thus an event, 
which the king had ſo long made an object of his 
molt ardcnt prayers, and from which he expected 
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the firm eſtabliſhment of his throne, prove the im- 
mediate cavſe of his ruin and downfail. James 
on the other hand, was extremely diſguſled t the 
oppoſition thewn to his fevourite plan of indulrence 
to the catholics, and took every occaſion to ex 1eſs 
his paler, as well againit the prince of Crange 
as the United Provinces. He gave the Algerine 
pyrates, who preyed on the Dutch, a reception in 
his harbours, and liberty to difpole of their prizes, 
He revived ſome complaints of the En, liſh ! aſt- 
India Company, with regard to a ſettlen ent in the 
eaſt; he recalled the Britiſh troops which were 
employed in the Dutch ſervice, and put his navy 
in a formidable condition. The Dutch concluded, 
from theſe hoſtile proceedings, that mes ſou. hc 
only an occaſion and pretence for making war upon 
them. 

William hereupon reſolved to be leſs attentive to 
appearances, and aſſiduouſly to cultivate the affeg- 
tion of the Engliſh proteſtants in general, and to 
unite them againſt the catholics. With theſe views 
he ſent over Dykvelt as his envoy to England, with 
inſtructions, beſides publicly remonſtrating on the 
conduct of affairs both at home and abroad, to ap- 
ply, in his name, to every ſect and denomination. 
This commilſion Dykvelt executed with ſo much 
addrels, that all orders of men caſt their eyes to— 
wars Holland, and expected thence a deliverance 
from thoſe dangers with which their religion and 
liberty were ſo eminently threatened. 

While other great revolutions of ſtate have been 
the conſequence of long intrigue, or the effects of 
inftant revenge, the favour which the enterprize of 
the prince of Orange found in England, ſprung 
from the impulſe of reaſon and liberty ; an impulſe 
which affected almoſt the whole nation, though all 
had it not equally in their power to contribute to its 
ſucceſs. Admiral Herbert, though a man of great 
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expence, and ſeemingly of little religion, threw up 
his employments, and retired to the Hague, where 
he aſſured the prince of the diſaffection of the ſca- 
men, by whom that admiral was extremely beloved. 
Admiral Kuſſel too, couſin-german to the unfortu- 
nate lord of that name, prompted by revenge, 
contributed to ſpread diſcontents among the Engliſh 
ſeamen, and thus removed from the Dutch the only 
terror they had in invading England. Ruſſel, at 
this important criſis, ſubmitted to the duties of a 
meſſenger, failing often between England and Hol- 
land, to preſerve the communication between the 
parties of both countries. Henry Sidney, brother 
to Algernon, and uncle to the earl of Sunderland, 
under pretence of drinking the waters of Spa, 
paſſed over to Holland, and conveyed the ſtrongeſt 
aſſurances of an univerſal combination againſt the 
meaſures of the king. The Whigs, in conformity 
to their ancient principles of liberty, which had led 
them to attempt the exclulion-bill, eaſily agreed to 
oppole a king, whoſe conduct had juſtified what- 
ever his worſt enemics had prognoſticated concern- 
ing his ſucceſſion. Ihe Tories, and the church- 
party, finding their paſt ſervices forgotten, their 
rights invaded, their religion threatened, agreed to 
drop, for the preſent, all overſtrained doctrines of 
ſubmiſſion, and attend to the great and powerful 
dictates of nature ; thereby ſhowing that they did 
not maintain the abſolute unlawfulneſs of ſub— 
jects reſiſting their ſovereign, only they differed 
from others about the degree of provocation which 
juſtified reſiſtance. Thus all party-animoſity was, 
for a time, laid aſleep in England, and every one 
ſecretly joined in a ſcheme of reſiſting their un- 
happy and miſguided ſovereign. The duke of 
Grafton, at this critical time, was of the moſt eſ- 
ſential ſervice to the prince of Orange. He had 


aſked of the king the command of the fleet in Pines 
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of lord Dartmouth, but James had refuſed his re- 
queſt. Either irritated by this refuſal, or inflamed 
by the love of liberty, he went privately to the fleet, 
and obtained a promiſe from two-thirds of the cap- 
rains, that they would not oppoſe the prince of 
Orange *. Ir was concerted, that as ſoon as the 
prince landed in England, his friends ſhould dif- 
perſe into the ſcveral counties, to raiſe in ſurrections, 
and diſtract the common enemy. All theſe per- 
ſons kept the ſecret firm to each other. 

William ytelded to theſe earneſt and reſpectable 
applications from England, and undertook the de- 
fence of a nation which looked up to him as their 
only deliverer. The ties of affinity, which are ever 
weakeſt in thoſe of exalted rank, had, in this in- 
ſtance, many additional conſiderations to abate their 
force; the alliance was, at firſt, contracted againſt 
the aphrobation of the princeſs's father, and the 
moſt incongruous dilſim:litude of temper, man- 
ners, ſentiments, principles, and purſuits, had con- 
tribuied, for ſeveral years, to eſtrange theſe kin- 
dred princes from each other; beſides, the merit of 
delivering a great nation from the yoke of a tyrant, 
was ſufficient to wipe off any reproach which might 
be caſt upon the prince of Orange, for having vio— 
lated a decorum of private life; and was ſufficient, in 
the eyes of reaſonable men, to make ainple com- 
penſation. This prince, born to be the ſcourge of 
tyrants, and the illuſtrious diſpenſer of liberty to 
mankind, had already reſcued his native country 
from the ruin which awaited it: he was equall 
ſucceſsful in eſtabliſhing conſtitutional liberty in the 
Britiſh iſles; and employed rhe latter years of s 
life, in ſupporting the general independency of 
Europe. He may therefore be ſaid to have contri- 
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expence, and ſeemingly of little religion, threw up 
his employments, and retired to the Hague, where 
he aſſured the prince of the difaffection of the ſca- 
men, by whom that admiral was extremely beloved. 
Admiral Kuſſel too, couſin-gerinan to the unfortu— 
nate lord of that name, prompted by revenge, 
contributed to ſpread diſcontents among the Engliſh 
ſeamen, and thus removed from the Dutch the only 
terror they had in invading England. Ruſſel, ar 
this important criſis, ſubmitted to the duties of a 
meſſenger, ſailing often between England and Hol- 
land, to preſerve the communication between the 
parties of both countries. Henry Sidney, brother 
to Algernon, and uncle to the earl of Sunderland, 
under pretence of drinking the waters of Spa, 
paſſed over to Holland, and conveyed the ſtrongeſt 
aſſurances of an univerſal combination againſt the 
meaſures of the king. The Whigs, in conformity 
to their ancient principles of liberty, which had led 
them to attempt the exclulion-bill, eaſily agreed to 
oppoſe a king, whoſe conduct had juſtified what- 
ever his worſt enemics had prognoſticated concern- 
ing his ſucceſſion. Ihe Tories, and the church- 
party, finding their paſt ſervices forgotten, their 
rights invaded, their religion threatened, agreed to 
drop, for the preſent, all overſtrained doctrines of 
ſubmiſſion, and attend to the great and powerful 
dictates of nature; thereby ſhowing that they did 
not maintain the abſolute unlawfulneſs of ſub— 
jects reſiſting their ſovereign, only they differed 
from others about the degree of provocation which 
juſtified reſiſtance. Thus all party-animoſity was, 
for a time, laid aſleep in England, and every one 
ſecretly joined in a ſcheme of reſiſting their un- 
happy and miſguided ſovereign. The duke of 
Grafton, at this critical time, was of the moſt el- 
ſential ſervice to the prince of Orange. He had 
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of lord Dartmouth, but James had refuſed his re- 
queſt. Either irritated by this refuſal, or inflamed 

by the love of liberty, he went privately to the fleet, 
and obtained a promiſe from two-thirds of the cap- 
rains, that they would not oppoſe the prince of 
Orange“. Ir was concerted, that as ſoon as the 
prince landed in England, his friends ſhould diſ- 
perſe into the ſeveral counties, to raiſe infurrections, 
and diſtract the common enemy. All theſe per- 
tons kept the ſecret firm to each other. 

William ytelded to theſe earneſt and reſpectable 
applications from England, and undertook the de- 
fence of a nation which look<d up to him as their 
only deliverer. The ties of affinity, which are ever 
weakeſt in thoſe of exalted rank, had, in this in- 
ſtance, many additional conſiderations to abate their 
force; the alliance was, at firſt, contracted againſt 
the aprobation of the princeſs's father, and the 
moſt incongruous difſim:litude of temper, man- 
ners, ſentiments, principles, and purſuits, had con- 
tributed, for ſeveral years, to cftrange theſe kin- 
dred princes ſrom each other; beſides, the merit of 
delivering a great nation from the yoke of a tyrant, 
was ſufficient to wipe off any reproach which might 
be caſt upon the prince of Orange, for having vio- 
lated a decorum of private life ; and was ſufficient, in 
the eyes of reaſonable men, to make ample com- 
penſation. This prince, born to be the icourge of 
tyrants, and the illuſtrious diſpenſer ot liberty to 
mankind, had already reſcued his native country 
from the ruin which awaited it: he was equally 
ſucceſsful in eftabliſhing conſtitutional liberty in the 
Britiſh iſles; and employed the latter years of s 
life, in ſupporting the general independency of 
Europe. He may therefore be ſaid ro have contri- 
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buted more to the general intereſts of ſociety and 
mank ind, perhaps than any other perſon which hiſtory 
furniſhes an account of. 

This able ſtateſman was as ſwift to executeas he 
was ſlow to reſolve. When he had determined on 
an expedition into England, he began his prepara- 
tions very early 1n the © year 1688, deſigning to em- 
bark the enſuing winter, as in that ſeaſon France 
would not be able to attack Holland, whilſt the 
ſtadtholder was abſent. The firſt ix months were 
ſpent in procuring money, providing armaments at 
home, and forming alliances with neighbouring 
ſtates, for the ſecurity of the Dutch frontiers. 
Thefe eps indicated nothing more than providing 
for the ſecurity of the United States. With great 
ſecreſy and addreſs he applied large ſums of money, 
which had been raiſed for other purpoſes, and which 

| the great influx of ſpecie occaſioned by the reſort of 
| the French refugees to Holland had contributed ro 
increaſe, to the uſe of this expedition. But the 
fineſt ſtroke of the prince's policy was his arc in de- 
loding the pope, Innocent XI. for, taking advantage 
of that pontiff's animoſity againſt France, he per- 
ſuaded him into a belicf, that the emperor meant 
to ſend a large army to the Rhine, which was to 
be joined by one equally great from Holland ; and 
that the prince of Orange himſelf was to penetrate, 
at the head of this confederated force, into France. 
For the fartherance of this deſign, the pope re- 
mitted conſiderable ſums to the + emperor, which 
thus obtained, from the head of the Roman catho- 
lic world, were employed in dethroning a Roman 
catholic king“. 
He prevailed on the ſtates to equip forty ſhips of 
war againſt the Algerines, and ſecretly added twelve 
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do them by his own authority. Some time before 


he had made a more important attempt, by a de- 
mand on the king of England to ſend twenty Eng- 
liſh ſhips of war into the Dutch harbours, to be 
ready fob the ſame ſervice, by virtue of an old 
treaty which then ſubſiſted between the two ſtates ; 
but this requiſition James did not think fit to com- 
ply with. The ſhips were no ſooner made ready 
for ſea in the ports of Holland, than they were ſent 
out to different ſtations remote from England, with 


orders to remain there for tome time, ard then to 


return. A ſtratagem Which concealed equally the 
greatneſs of the armament, and its deſtinatjion. 
Under colour of protecting the clectorate of Co- 


logne, he encamped an army at Nimeguen, part of 


which could fall from thence down to the lea in a 
few days. Whillt he pretended to adjuſt the confede- 
racy againſt France, the prince, or his favourite Ben- 
tinck, afterwards duke of Portland, conferred per- 
ſonally with the electors of Brancenburgh and Sax- 

ony, the landgrave of Helſle, the princes of the 
houſe of Luneoburgh; other German princes, and 
the governor of the Spaniſh Netherlands. It was 
agreed, that the Germans ſhould replace, with their 
own troops upon the Khine, thofe Which the prince 
was to carry with him into England; and that the 
Spaniſh forces ſhould protect the Dutch frontier 
on the ſide of the Netherlands, and garriſon their 
towns. Seven: thouſand Swedes were hired to be 
tranſported into Holland. During thele tranſactions 
the elector of Brandenburgh died, but with his 
laſt breath recommended the pr ojecled undertaking 
ro his ſon“. Bentinck was ſent to ſound the new 
elector, and found him more attached to the cauſe 
than even his father had been. Ihe deſign was in- 
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truſted only to thoſe perſonages, or their miniſters, 
and to five Dutchmen*. All theſe kept the ſecret 
as profoundly as the Engliſh malecontents had 
done, who ſaw their ruin in a diſcovery. The king 
of England believed the preparations in Holland 
were intended apainſt France : the king of France 
ſometimes thought they were deſtined to act againſt 
Denmark, and at other times againſt the liberties 
of the prince's own country. As the autumn ad- 
vanced, theſe warlike preparations became more 
rapid and more open; yet, even during this period, 
every art was contrived to miſlead and perplex ob- 
ſervers. Veſſels were hired, or bought, in dif- 
ferent ports, and by private merchants; theſe were 
continually ſhifting their ſtations. Arms, ammu- 
nition, accoutrements, and artillery, were put into 
boats, and ſent up towards Nimeguen. Some of 


thoſe boats landed their contents and returned ; 


thele cargoes were ſecretly brought back in veſſels 
which had been ſent up empty under other pre- 
tences; others depoſited their freight among the 
iſlands which are formed by the Rhine and the 
Maeſe ; and others were conveyed down to the ſea by 
Various routes. | 

All the prince's artifices could not however en- 
tirely conceal his deſigns from the French court ; 
for Louis ſuſpecting them, ſent intelligence to James, 
and, at the ſame time, offered to join the Engliſl: 
fleet with a ſquadron of French ſhips, and to ſend 
over any number of troops James ſhould think ne- 
ceſſary for his ſecurity. But the king, not ſenſible 
of his own danger, rejected all his propoſals. Fully 
perſuaded of the ſacredneſs of his own authority, 
he fancied that a like belief had made a deep im- 
preſſion on his ſubjects ; anc, notwithſtanding the 
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ſtrong ſymptoms of diſcontent which every where 
broke out, rebellion appeared incredible. Yet ex- 
perience ought to have taught him how little his 
military force was to be depended upon in matters 
of religion. For, the year before, admiral Strick- 
land, who was a papiſt, having directed the prieſts 
to ſay maſs on board his ſhip, the ſeamen role in a 
mutiny, and inſiſted on throwing the prieſts over- 
board. Strickland proceeded to ſeverity : the ſe- 
verity added rage to mutiny: and both flew from 
ſhip to ſhip. The king was obliged to repair to 
Portſmouth to pacify the ſeamen. He, in vain, 
called them his children and old friends, for it was 
impoſſible to ſatisfy them till the prieſts were re- 
moved from all the ſhips. The king now found 
the diſpoſition of the army not more favourable to 
him: he reſolved to augment his forces with Iriſh 
rroops, and to begin with the regiment of the duke 
of Berwick, his natural ſon; but Beaumont, the 
lieutenant-colonel, refuſed to admit them; and five 
captains ſteadily adhered to him : upon which they 
were all caſhiered ; and had not the diſcontents of 
the army, on this occaſion, been very apparent, it was 
reſolved to have puniſhed thoſe officers for mutiny. 

The king now reſolved to try the diſpoſitions of 
his army in a more important caſe, in which their 
uniformity would inforce univerſal obedience. This 
was to engage them to conſent to the repeal of the 
teſt and the penal ſtatutes, and he determined to 
proceed regularly with all the regiments: accord- 
ingly the major of Litchficld's drew out his batta- 
lion before the king, and told the men, that they 
were required either to enter into his majeſty's views 
in theſe particulars, or to lay down their arms. 
To the ſurprize of James, the whole battalion, 
except two captains and a ſc popiſh ſoldiers, em- 
braced the latcer part of the alternative, The king, 
| 222 for 
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for ſome time, remained ſpeechleſs ; but, on his 
recovering from his aſtoniſhment, ordered them to 
take vp their arms, adding with a ſullen air of diſ- 
content, For the future, I will not do you the 
honour to aſk your approbation.” 

At length, on the 23d of September 1688, the king 
received a letter from the marquis of Abbeville, his 
miniſter ar the Hague, which contained certain 
information of the intended invaſion. He inſtantly 
turned pale, and ſtood motionleſs; the letter 
dropped from his hand ; his eyes were opened, and 
he found himſelf on the brink of a precipice, which 
his deluſions had hitherto concealed from him. 
He now ſuddenly retracted thoſe fatal meaſures, by 
which he had created to himſelf ſo many enemies. 
He replaced, in all the counties, the deputy lieu- 
tenants and juſtices who had been deprived of their 
commiſſions, for their adherence to the teſt and the 
penal! laws: he reſtored the charters of all the cor- 
porations; annulled the court of eccleſiaſtical com- 
miſſions, and abrogated its oppreſſive deciſions. 


In his preſent diſtreſs he laid aſide his former haught1- 


neſs, and deigned to careſs thoſe biſhops whom he 
had fo lately proſecuted and impriſoned : but all 
theſe meaſures were conſideted as ſymptoms of fear, 
and nor of repentance. 

Meanwhile the prince of Orange publiſhed his 
declaration, and cauſed it to be diſperſed through- 
out England. It enumerated all the grievances of 
the nation; the diſpenſing and ſuſpending power; 
the court of eccleſiaſtical commiſſion ; the filling 
of all offices with catholics, and raiſing a jeſuit to 
be privy-counſellor ; the open encouragement given 
to popery, by building churches, colleges, and ſe- 
minaries for that ſet ; ; diſplacing the judges who 
refuſed to paſs ſentence according to orders received 
from court; the annulling the charters of all corpo- 
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rations ; the treating of the moſt modeſt petitions, 
even from perſons of the higheſt rank, as criminal 
and ſeditious; the committing of the whole autho- 
rity of Ireland, civil and military, into the hands 
of papiſts; the aſſuming of an abſolute power over 
the religion and laws of Scotland; and the violent 
preſumptions againſt the legitimacy of the prince 
of Wales. The prince of Orange declared, that his 
ſole aim in coming to England, was to redreſs 
theſe grievances, and protect the people from the 
king's evil counſellors, by their having a free and 
legal parliament, who might provide for the ſafety 
and liberty of the nation; adding, that no one could 
entertain ſuch hard thoughts of him as to imagine, 
that he had formed any ” other deſign than to pro- 
cure the full and laſting ſettlement of religion, li- 
berty, and property ; and that though the En gliſh 
miniſters, terrified by his enterprize, "had -retended 
to redreſs ſome of the above grievances, there {till 
remained an arbitrary and deſpotic power in the 
crown, by which thoſe grievances might be inſtantly 
reſtored; for which there could be no other re- 
medy but by a full declaration of all the rights of 
the ſubject in a free parliament. 

Beſides this declaration, there was publiſhed a 
letter from the prince to the army ; another from 
Herbert to the ſeamen; and a tract directed to the 
people, compoſed by biſhop Burnet, in deſence of 
the lawfulneſs of the prince's undertaking, 

The prince of Orange failed from Helvoetſluice 
with a fleet of near five hundred veſſels, and an 
army of above fourteen thouſand men, on the 2iſt 
of October. The firſt night they were at ſea, 

a furious tempeſt attacked them, the horror of 
which was augmented by the darkneſs of the ſeaſon, 
the largeneſs "of the fleet greatly increaſed the dan- 
ger, and the terrors of the landmen; the number 
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of horſes, with the 2 of artillery and baggage, 
put haſtily on board, and ill faſtened, added equally 


to the diſtraction and the danger. In two hours 


the whole fleet was diſperſed, ſo that in the morn- 
ing fcarcely two ſhips could be ſeen together. 

As reports are always encreaſed by diſtance, it 
was believed in England that the whole armament 
was loſt. James received the news at dinner, and 
cried out, © It is not to be wondered at, for the 
hoſt kas been expoſed theſe ſeveral days.“ 

The fleet however preſently reaſſembled, with- 
out having fuſtained any material damage, and 
proceeded again to ſea, In compliment to England 
Herbert led the van; Evertzen, a Dutch admiral, 
brought up the rear; the prince of Orange, with 
another Dutch admiral, placed himfelf in the centre, 
his ſhip carrying the flag of England, and his own 
arms, with this motto: “ I will maintain the pro- 
teſtant religion, and the liberties of England.“ 

The fleet made fail again with a fair wind on the 
firſt of November. At firſt it Reered to the north- 
ward, in order to miſlead the advice-boats which 
lay to obſerve it, by making them ſuppoſe, 
that he meant to land in the north of England. 
This ſtratagem ſucceeded, theſe flying veſſels car- 
ried the report to England, and James in conle- 
quence thereof, directed a conſiderable part of his 
army to march to the north. As ſoon as night came 
on, and the courſe of the fleet could be no longer 
obſerved, the prince tacked abour, and put his 
whole iorce before the wind to the weſtward. On 
the ſecond morning after he failed, his fleet was 
diſcovered ſtretching towards the channel, with all 
the fail it could ſpread. His ſhips formed a line of 
twenty miles in extent: ſo that while the rear was in 
2 manner cloſe at hand, the van could ſcarcely be 
diſcerned, During ſeven hours, this huge body 
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continued paſſing in the view of both ſhores, which 
were covered with innumerable ſpectators, who 
ſtood gazing with admiration, mixed with terror, 
upon a ſpectacle at once ſo pleaſing and delight- 
ful; and who loaded it with prayers or impre- 
cations, according to the different religions, or 
intereſts, or paſſions of the nations, before whom 
it paſſed. When the fleet approached the coaſt of 
England, the prince changed his ſhip, and ſailed at 
the head of all, to be the foremoſt in danger; diſ- 
playing his own ſtandard, in order to make himſelf 
more conſpicuous, and to animate others by his 
example, About mid-day he lay by in the ſtraits 
of Calais and Dover, until the whole fleet ſhould 
come up; partly in order to make his armament 
appear the greater in ſo narrow a ſea, and, by that 
means, to conquer firſt the imagination of thoſe 
whom he was invading ; and partly to call a council 
of war, upon intelligence which had been received, 
that there was danger from the Engliſh fleet which 
lay behind him at the gun-fleet. In this council it 
was reſolved to change the diſpoſition of the fleet, 
and that the prince, with the tranſports, and three 
ſhips of war to guard him, ſhould fail down the 
channel in the van, while all the other ſhips of war 
ſhould remain in the rear, to engage the Engliſh, in 
caſe they came out. The whole fleet being accord- 
ingly drawn up in one body, of about ſixteen ſhips 
deep, which ſtretched from coaſt to coaſt, and with- 
in a league of each, the evolution was made in the 
middle of the ſtraits*, While it was performing, 
the trumpets and other warlike inſtruments again 
ſounded, the veſſels faluted, and all the honours 
and pomp of war were exhibited in the ſight of the 
people, who were aſſembled on the coaſts of both 
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kingdoms. But the ſame ſtrong eaſt wind which 
carried the prince triumphantly through the chan- 
nel, prevented the Engliſh fleet from « 8577 out: 
for the ſhips rode at their ſtation, with their yards 
and top-maſts down, unable to purchaſe their an- 
chors, and ſaw part of the Dutch fleet paſs within 
their ſght*®. Circumſtances favourable to the 
Engliſh fleet, for though the earl of Dartmouth, who 


commanded it, was not ſuſpected of betraying the 


prince whom he ſerved; yet he knew that lome of 
his captains had envaged not to fight againſt the 

rince of Orange, and "three others were irreſolute 
what to do; he had however reſolved to render the 
contraſt conſpicuous, between their conduct and 
his ownF. 

Before the fleet of Holland reached the place of 
its deſtination, the Engliſh fleet was under fail; 
but a ſudden change of the wind to the ſouthward, 
wafred the prince of Orange into Torbay, the place 
at which he had propoſed to land, whillt it drove 


lord Dartmouth's Reet back to its former Ration. 


Even the firmeſt minds, in great ſituations, are apt 
to regard omens: the prince was anxious to land 
on the 4th of November, becauic it was the day 
of his birth, and of his marriage : but the Engliſh 
rejoiced that the landing could not be eftected Inti! 
the next day, which being the anniverſary of the 
gunpowder treaſon, tiey imagined would again 
prove a lucky day to the proteſtant cauſc. As foon 
as the landing was made 800d, the whole fleet and 
army joined in expreſſing their gratitude by prayers 
to that Providence, which they belicved had inter- 
poſed in their favour. 

When the prince of Orange firſt landed in Eng- 
land, he found the country very back ard to repair 


* Burchet's Naval Hiftory, p. 414. + Sir John Dairymple's 
Nemou':, Vol. I. p. 223. 
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to repair to his ſtandard, ſuch terrors had the ſe- 
verities of Jefferies, and the royal army, ſpread far 
and wide. Slight repulſcs were not ſufficient to 
intimidate a general who had, from his early youth, 
encountered adverſity : he continued ten days in 
expectation of being joined by ſome or other of 
thoſe malecontents that had invited him over, but 
in vain; he then began to deliberate about re-em- 
barking his forces, and he 1s ſaid, in a fit of peeviſh- 
neſs at his diſappointment, to have publicly declared 
his intentions to depart immediately, and to leave 
the people of England, and their king, to ſettle 
their differences by themſelves. However, before 
he had taken any ſteps for a return, ſeveral perſons 
of conſequence joined him; whereupon the coun- 
cry people flocked to his ſtandard: every day brought 
him a conſiderable acceſſion of ſtrength. The no- 
bility which had compoſed the court and coun- 
cil of king James, now left their former maſter, to 
ſolicit protection from a new power. Ihe prince 
of Orange obſerved however, with emphaſis, to the 
firſt conſiderable body of gentry who waited upon 
him, * that he had come upon their invitation, and 
had expected them ſooner.” 

Art length every part of the kingdom caught the 
ſame ſpirit. The carl of Danby ſeized Tork; lord 
Delamere took arms in Cheſhire; the earl of Bath, 
governor of Plymouth, declared for the prince ; 
the earl of Devonſhire made a like declaration in 
Derby. The nobility and gentry of Nottingham 
ſhire embraced the ſame caule, in the mean time 
a petition for a free parliament, ſigned by twenty- 
four biſhops and peers, was preſented to the king, 
and no one thought of oppoſing or reſiſting the 
invader. The officers of the army ſeemed all dit- 
poſed to prefer the intereſt of their religion and 
their country, to their fidelity to a prince who had 
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violated his engagements to both. Lord Colcheſter 
was the firſt who deſerted, with a few of his troops, 
to the prince. Lord Lovelace made a like effort, 
but was intercepted by the militia under the duke 
of Beaufort, and taken priſoner. Lord Cornbury, 
ſon of the earl of Clarendon, attempted to carry 
over three regiments of cavalry, and brought a con- 
ſiderable part of them to the prince's quarters; 
and Feverſham, the general, was told by ſcveral 
officers, that their conſcience would not allow them 
to fight againſt the prince of Orange. Lord 
Churchill, who had been raiſed from the rank of a 
page, inveſted with a high command in the army, 
and created a peer by James, thought his obliga- 
tions to his religion and his country, ſuperior to 
thoſe he owed to the King; and carried with him 
to the prince, the duke of Grafton, natural ſon of 
the late king, colonel Berkeley, and ſore troops of 
dragoons. | 

James had arrived at Saliſpury, the head quarters 
of his army, when he reccived the news of lord 
Churchill having gone over to the Prince, which 
gave him the moſt ſenſible concern. There were 
none in whom we could confide ; and as the whole 
army diſcovered ſymptoms of diſcontent, he ſud- 
denly marched with them towards London; but 
ſtopping at Andover, the firſt ſtage of his retreat, 
prince George, together with the young duke of 
Ormond, Sir George Hewet, and other perſons of 
diſtinclion, deſerted him in the night, and haſted 
to the prince of Orange's camp. This news no 
ſooner reached London, than the princeſs Anne 
withdrew herſelf, in company with the biſhop of 
15 ondon and lady Churchill, and retired to Notiing- 
bam, where ſhe was received with great reſpect by 
:. earl of Dorſet; and the gentry of the county 
trnd a troop for her guard, 


The 
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The princefles had been educared in the proteſtant 
religion, by the order of the late king; and James 
no ſooner heard of his being deſerted by his daughter 
Anne, than he burſt into tears, and cried, ** God 
help me, my own children have forſaken me!” 
Unable to reliſt the torrent which prevailed againſt 
him, he ſeemed as much depreſſed by his adverſity, 
as he had been vainly elated by his proſperity. He 
called a council of all the peers and prelates who 
were in London, and followed their advice in iſſuing 
writs for a new parliament, and in ſending Halifax, 
Nottingham, and Godolphin, as commillioners, to 
rreat with the prince of Orange. 

At the ſame time addreſſing himſelf to the earl of 
Bedford; “ You, my lord, faid he, are an honeſt 
man; have great credit, and can do me ſignal ſer— 
vice.” „Sir, ſaid the earl, with a ſigh, Lam a fe-ble 
old man; but I had a fon, who, if he had been now 
alive, could have ſerved your majeſty in a more ef- 
iectual manner ;” alluding to the great lord Ruſſel, 
whom James had cauſed ro be unjuſtly executed in 
the laſt reign. At this the king was lo itruck, that 
he could not anſwer a word. 

The queen ſceing every thing in confuſion, was 


filled with terror; the popiſh courtiers, and, above 


all, the prieſts, dreading that they ſhould be the firtt 
facrifice, refolved to Jeave the kingdom, and were 
deſirous of cirrving the king along with them. 
The general defection of the proteſtants made tlie 
king regard the catholics, as the only ſubjects on 
whoſe advice he could rely, The news he received 
from all quarters filled him with continual alarms; 
and impeiled by his own fears, and thote of others, 
he precipitately embraced the reſolution of elcaping 
into France; but firit ſent off the quern, and the 
infant prince, under the conduct of count Lauzun, 
an old favourite of the French king. He him'elf 
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diſappeared in the night of the 12th of December, 
attended only by Sir Edward Hale, and made the 
: beſt of his way to a ſhip which waited for him near 
the mouth of the river. This meaſure, which was 
f the moſt grateful to his enemies, he performed with 
a the utmoſt privacy, and nothing could equal the 
ſurprize with which the court and the city were 
; {eized, at the diſcovery of this ſtrange event. The 
* more elfectually to involve every thing in confuſion, 
| he had not appointed any one to exerciſe any part 
0 of the adminiſtration in his abſence; he had re- 
called all the writs which had been iſſued for the 
election of a new parliament ; and, as he was fail- 
ing down the J hames, threw the great ſeal into the 
river. The government being thus diſſolved, the 
ulace roſe in a tumult, and not only deſtroyed 
all the maſs-houſes, but rifled the houſes of the 
| Spaniſh ambaſſador and Florentine envoy, where 
| many of the catholics had lodged their moſt valu— 
able effects. Jefferies, the chancellor, had diſguiſed 
himſelf in a waterman's habit, in order to paſs out 
of the kingdom ; but being diſcovered by the po- 
pulace, he felt that mercileſs treatment which he 
nad been wont to inflict on others, He was car- 
ried in his blue jacket, and with his hat flapped 
down upon his face, before the lord-mayor, where 
that countenance was expoſed Ignomintouſly, which 
was wont to ſtrike terror on all who beheld it. 
Jefferies having been, with difficulty, reſcued fron: 
che violence of thoſe who ſurrounded him, was 
committed to the Jower, more for protect ion than 
for puniſhment, where he died of a diſeaſe con- 
tracted by terror, and the hurts he had received in 

the tumult “. 
The prince of Orange was active in improving 
the national ſerment to the moſt beneficial pur- 

» Dalrymple's Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 249. 

poſas; 


CAP. V.] or GREAT BRITAIN. 373 


poſes; neither did he heſitate to aſſume an autho- 
rity which the preſent exigency had put into his 
hands. Beſides the general popularity attending 
his cauſe, a new incident made his approach to 
London ſtill more welcome. In the general coniter- 
nation which had ſeized the people, a rumour was 
ipread, either by chance or deſign, that the diſ- 
banded Iriſh in the king's army had taken arms, 
and began a maſſacre of the proteſtants. In times 


of terror, reports that are terrible eaſily find credit: 


none enquired into the truth of the maſſacre; all 
ſuppoſed it to be true: the panic ſhot through 
the kingdom like an electric ſhock. In the 
city the report was ſaid to have been brought 
from the country; in the country it was ſaid 
to have come from the city. The alarum bells 
were rung; the beacons fired ; men fancied thar 
they ſaw, at a diſtance, the ſmoke of burning citics, 
and heard the groans of thoſe who were laughtered 
in the neighbourhood. The people in every vil- 
lage, and in every town, ran to arms; the whole 
kingdom exhibited a ſcene of conſternation and 
horror; and in London the ſhops were ſhut, and 
the doors of moſt houſes barricadoed. It is ſur- 
prizing, that the catholics were not all ſacrificed in 
the rage which naturally ſucceeds to ſuch popular 
anics, | 

In the mid(t of this general anarchy ſome of the 
peers, together with many of the biſhops who hap- 
pened to be in London, aſſumed the reins of g0- 
vernment. This body, which was compoled of 
about thirty, formed themſelves into a regular 
council, fixed a council-room, appointed lord Ha- 
lifax for their preſident, and exerciſed all powers of 
prerogative. They directed the magittrates of 
London to raiſe the militia; iſſued orders ro the 
fleet, to the king's diſbanded army, and to ali the 
conſi- 
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conſiderable garriſons in England ; and they pub- 
Iiſhed a declaration, in which they cenſured the 
king for his flight, and reſolved to apply to the 


prince for protection from the dangers of poper7 
and ſlavery. Their orders were every where obeyed: 


from the higheſt appearance of diſorder, all things, 


in a few days, ſubſided into compoſure and ſubor- 
dination. 

While the prince was marching leiſurely towards 
London, the unwelcome news arrived, that the king 
had been ſeized by ſome fiſhermen at Feverſham, 
as he was making his eſcape in diſguiſe; and hat 
been abuted by the mob till he was known; but 
that the gentry had interpoſed and protected him, 
ver refuſcd to conſent to his eſcape. This news 
being delivered to the covncil while they were fit- 
ting, they ordered lord Feverſham, with two hun- 
dred of the king's lifc-gvards, and his coaches, to 
attend him; and to leave it to himſelf either to re- 
tire abroad, or to return *. He choſe to return to 
London; and on his va there, the populace, 
actuated by their natural levity, received him with 
ſhouts and. acclamations. The prince of Orange, 
who was at Windſor, on hearing of the king's being 
ſtopped, expreſſed his diſpleaſure at the offciouf- 
nels of thoſe who had prevented his going off; and 
{ent him a letter, not to come nearcr Londos than 
Rocheſter; but James did not receive it till he was 
in London. 

While the king reſided at W hitehall, little atten- 
tion was paid hin by the nob.!'ty, or any perſons of 
diſtinction ; and he himſelf diſcovered no ſymp- 
roms of ipiiit., It was there'ore reſolved to make 
him reſume his former re!ojution. 1he Dutch 


guards were ordered to take poſſeſſion of Whitehall; 
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and Halifax, Shrewſbury, and Delam ere, delivered 
him a meſſage from the prince, deſiring him to 
leave the palace the next morning, and t to depart 
for Ham, the ſeat of the ducheſs of Lauderdale. 
He deſired permiſſion, which was eaſily granted, 
to retire to Rocheſter. He lingered there for ſome 
days, under the protection of a Dutch guard, ſeem- 
ing ſtill to expect an invitation to keep poſſeſſion 
of "the throne : but ob:erving, that the church, the 
nobility, and the city, concurred in neglecting him, 
he ſubmitted to his face, and, on the twenty. third 
of December, embarked on board a frigate, which 
waited for him, and arrived ſafely at Arableteuſe, 
in Picardy, thence he haſtened to St. Germains, 
and was received by Louis with great expreſſions of 
regard. During the reſt of his life he enjoyed the 
empty title of king, and the appellation of faint, a 
title which ſtili Battered him more than the former 
one. Thus he continued to reſide among a people 
who pitied, ridiculed, and deſpiſcd him. He en- 
rolled himſelf in the order of Jeſoits; and the court 
of Rome, for whom he had lolt all, repaid him 
only with indulgences and paſquinades “. 

From this moinent the conſtitution of England, 
that had fluctuated for ſo many ages, was "fixed. 
The nation repreſented by its parliament, deter- 
mined the long conteſted limits between the king 
and the people; they preſc ibed to the prince of 
Orange the terms by which he was to rule; they 
choſe him for king jointly with Mary, who was the 
next proteſtant heir to the crown. They were 
crowned by the ticle of William III. and Mary: king 
and queen of England. — hus was proteſtantiſm 
and the natural rights of mankind firmly eſtabliſhed 
in England; and it is extremely remarkable, that a 
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century was then exactly compleated ſince Philip II. 
of Spain had made his tremendous attempt to eſta- 
bliſh popery and ſlavery in this country, which was 
rendered abortive by Engliſh courage and ſkill, 
aided by the intervention of heaven, 

James the ſecond was a prince who had ſome good 
qualities; for he was remarkable for his frugality 
of public money, his induſtry, his application to 
nava] affairs, and his encouragement of trade. His 
advocates have even aſſerted, that he highly valued 
himſelf on his fincerity, though his whole reign was 
a continued vigſztion of his reiterated promiſes of 
prelerving the liberties and religion of the nation. 
So lofty was the idea which he had entertained of 
his authority, that it left his ſubjects, in his opinion, 
no right to liberty, but what was dependent on his 
ſovereign will and pleaſure, He confined all power, 
encouragement, and favour, to the Catholics, and 
violated every conſideration of juſtice and prudence, 
by his bigoted zeal in promoting the Popiſh rel1- 
gion. But even where religion was not concerned, 
he was obſtinate, proud, vindictive, cruel, and un- 
relenting. He acted in defiance of the laws and 
conſtitution of the kingdom; burſt in ſunder all 
thoſe ties which unite ſubjects to their ſovereign, 
and made it neceſſary for them to exert themſelves 
in defence of every thing moſt dear and valuable, 
by ſhaking off the yoke of an arbitrary tyrant. In 
Mort, it people have a right to the poſſeſſion of 
their own property, till they part with 1t by their 
own conſent, or by that of their repreſentatives ; if 
they have a right to the bleſſings of religious and 
civil liberty, and kings were only appoinced for the 
purpoſe of defending them, the peopie of England 
had a right, from nature, from reaſon, and the calls 
of duty, to expel a monarch who made it his buſi- 


neſs to deftrey what he was bound to defend. But 


own 


i 
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on the other hand, if ſubjects were created only for 
the advantage and the pleaſure of kings; if theſe 


have a divine right to be tyrants, as ſome have aſ- 


ſerred, and ſubjects are appointed by heaven to be 
flaves, James had reaſon to complain of being de- 
prived of the crown, and ſtripped of the infernal 

ower of rendering millions unhappy at his pleaſure. 

Thus have we 1:en, through the courſe of four 
reigns, a continual ſtruggle maintained between the 
crown and the people; privilege and prerogative 
were ever at variance: and both parties, beſides the 
preſ-nt object of diſpute, had many Jatent claims, 
which, on a favourable occaſion, they produced 
againſt their adverſaries. Governments too ſteady 
and uniform, as they are ſeldom free, ſo are they 
in the judgment of ſome, attended with another 
{enfible inconvenience : they abate the active powers 
of men; depreſs courage, invention and genius; 
and produce an univerſal lethargy in the people. 
Though this opinion may be juſt, yet it muſt be 
allowed, that the fluctuation and conteſt of the 
Engliſh government, were during theſe reigns 
much too violent both for the repole and the ſafety 
of the p-opie. Foreign affairs, at that time, were 
either entirely negle ted, or managed to pernicious 
Purpoſes; and in the domeſtic adminiſtration there 
was felt a continual fever, either latent or ap- 
parent“. 

« FEngland, favs the abb Raynal, owes its national 
character to its natural poſition, and its government 
to its national character. It was invited by nature 
to the ſea, to commerce, and to liberty. This ido! 
of men of vigorous minds, which renders them 
ferocious in a fav age ſtate, and proud in a civilized 
one, this ſpirit of liberty always reigned in the 


* Hume's Hiſtory of England, Vo!. VIII. p. 320. 
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breaſts of the Engliſh, even when they were igno- 
rant of its rights and advantages. 

« This was the nation that firſt diſcovered the 
injuſtice and inſignificancy of eccleſiaſtical power, 
the limits of regal authority, and the abuſes of the 
feudal government. This was the nation, that was 
the firſt to revolt and throw of this triple load of 
oppreſſion. Until the reign of Henry the eighth, 
they had fought only for the choice of their ty- 
rants; but at length, in chuling them, they paved 
the way for aboliſhing, puniſhing, or expelling 
them. | 

« The kings of England however thought them- 
ſelves abſolute, becauſe all thoſe of the reſt of Eu- 
rope were ſo. The title of. monarch deceived James 
the firſt; he annexed unlimited authority to it. He 
maintained this opinion with ſo much frankneſs, with 
ſuch an infatua ion, that led him even not to diſtruſt 

his own pretenſions, ſo far as to make him think it 
neceſſary to ſupport them previouſly by force. His 
courtiers and his clergy encouraged him in this flat- 
tering illuſion, which he perſevered in to the end. 
He died full of ſelf-eſtimation, and deſpiſed by his 
people; who knew the weakneſs of the monarch, 
and were ſenſible of their own ſtrength. 

« The Engliſh, to put an end to the fpirit of re- 
venge and diffidence, which would have been per- 
petuated between the king and the people after the 
tragical end of Charles the firſt, choſe from a fo- 
reign race a prince who was obliged to accept of 
that ſocial compact, of which all "hereditary kings 
affect to be ignorant. William the third received 
the crown on certain conditions, and contented 
himſelf with an authority eſtabliſhed upon the ſame 
| baſis as the rights of the people. 

« Under the reigns of the Stuarts, power and 
}j:berty had ma! intained a perpetual conteſt for the 

prerogatiyes 


res 
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prerogatives of the crown and the privileges of the 
people. But ſince a parliamentary or national title 
is become the ſole right of kings, whatever faction 
diſturbs the people, the force of the conſtitution 
prevails always in their favour. 

« The government is formed between abſolute 
monarchy, which is tyranny; democracy, which 
rends to anarchy ; and ariſtocracy, which fluctuating 
between one and the other, falls into the errors of 
both. The mixt government of the Engliſh, com- 
bining the advantages of theſe three powers, which 
mutually obſerve, moderate, aſſiſt, and check each 
other, tends from its very principles to the national 
good. This conſtitution, of which there is no in- 
ſtance among the ancients, and which ought to 
ſerve as a model to poſterity, will ſupport itſelf a 
long time; becaule it is not the reſult of mannets, 
and of tranſient opinions; but of reaſoning and 
experience“. 

The great event which took place at this time, 
produced a ſcries of public acts, in which no in— 
tereſts but thoſe of the people at large, were con- 
ſidered and provided for; no clauſe, even the 
moſt indirect, was inſerted, either to gratiſy the 
preſent ambition, or favour the future views of 
thoſe who were perſonally concerned in bringing 
thoſe acts to a concluſion. Indeed, if any thing is 
capable of conveying to us an adequare idea of the 
ſoundneſs, as well as peculiarity of the principles, 
on which the Engliſh government 1s founded, it is 
the attentive peruſal of che {yſtem of public com- 
pacts to which the revolution gave riſe ; particu- 
larly the bill of rights, with all its different claulcs, 
and the ſeveral acts which, under two ſubſequent 


* Raynul, Vol. V. p. 424. Engliſh Tranſlation, 
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reigns, till the acceſſion of the houſe of Hanover 
were made in order to ſtrengthen it“. 

The revenue of James the Second had been raiſed 
by the parliament to about one million eight hun- 
dred' and fifty thouſand pounds, and his income, 
as duke of York, being added, made the whole 
amount to two- millions a year; a ſum well propor- 
tioned to the public neceſſities, but enjoyed by him 
in too independant a manner. The national debt, 
at the revolution, amounted to one million fifty- 
four thouſand mine hundred and twenty-five 
poundsF. 

During the latter part of Charles the Second's 
reign, the navy was ſuffered to fall to decay; but 
James, ſoon after his ſucceſſion, reſtored it to its 
former power and glory, and before he left the 
throne, carried it much farther. The adminiſtra- 


as a model for order and ceconomy.. Mr. Burchet T 
has given vs a circumſtantial account of the naval 
zorce which was collected together, under the com- 
mand of lord Dartmouth, to oppoſe the Dutch fleet, 
and the forces deſigned to make a deſcent in Eng- 
tand, which is as follows: 


SHIPS for the MAIN FLEET. 


Nates. Ships Names Where they were 
3 Mary 
Montague 
4 Aſſurance Coming to the 
Jerſey Nore with Sir 
Conſtant Warwick {| R. Strickland. 
Briſtol 
Nonſuch 


Delolme on the Engliſh Conſtitution, p. 297. + Journals ot 
the Hone of Commons, 20th March, 1689. 


t Naval Hiſt. p. 412. 


Rates. 
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Slips Names. 
Crown 
Dover 
Mordaunt 
Greenwich 


Tyger 


Bonadventure 


Larke 
Sally-Roſe 


Fire- ſhips | Half-Moon 


St. Paul 


Yachts Three 


4 
Fire- ſhip 


+ * | * 
Fire- ſnip 
6 


Fire-ſhips 


Foreſight 
Deptford 
Dartmouth 


Faulcon 
Sampſon 


Saudadoes 


Far to the 


381 
Where they were. 


Nore with Sir 
Roger Strick- 


\Nore to the 


land. 


} 


In the river. 

At the Nore. 

Off - Orford- 
neſs. 


Nore from 
Yarmouth. 
In the Downs, 


HIPS Fiting out. 


Defiance 
Reſolution 
Henrietta 
Cambridge 
Elizabeth 
Pendennis 
Newcaſtle 
Woolwich 
Rupert 
York 
Dreadnought 
Plymouth 
Pearl 
Richmond 


Charles and Henry 
U-: ity 


* Chatham. 


At Blackſtakes, 
near Sheer- 
nets, 


In the Hope. 


_ | 


Rates, 
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Ships N ames. ; Where they were, 


Advice | 71 
Diamond 1 Spithead. 
Ruby | 

St. Davd 

Centurion 

Portſmoutli 


6 Firedrake 1 Long Reach. 


Guardland 
Fire-ſhips <Guernſey 
Swan 8 
Sophia | 
Speedwel! | 
od n bIizabeth and Sarah | | 
Fire-ſhips | Shar C In Long Reach. 


Charles 
Roebuck 
4 Antelope 
St. Albans 
Swallow At Deptford: 


nne 1 


Rates. Number. 
3 12 
4 25 
6 3 | 
i b Moſt of which were made ſo frort 
Fire- ſhips 18 fifth rates 
Yachts 3 
61 


Of which thirty- eight were of the line of battle. 


The 
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The commerce and riches of Fngland had never, 
during any period, increaſed ſo faſt as from the reſto- 
ration to the revolution. ' he two Dvtch wars, by 
diſturbing the trade of that republic, promoted the 
navigation of this iſland; and after Charles had made 
a ſeparate peace with the itates, his ſubjects enjoyed 
unmoleſted the trade of Europe. | he only diſtur- 
| bance which they met with was from a few French 
privateers, who infeſted the channel; and Charles 
did not interpoſe in behalf of his ſubjects with ſuffi- 
cient ſpirit and vigour. The recovery or conqueſt 
of New York and the Jerſeys was a conſiderable ac- 
ceſſion to the ſtrength and ſecurity of the Engliſh 
colonies; and together with the ſettlements of Pen- 
ſylvania and Carolina extended the Engliſh empire 
in America. The perſecutions of the diſſenters, 
contributed to augment and people theſe colonies. 
But king James, ſoon after he came to the crown, 
revoked. the charters which had been granted to the 
American ſettlements, and by which their liberties 
were ſecured ; and ſent over gavernors inveſted with 
abſolute powers. The arbitrary principles of that 
monarch, ſays Mr. Hume, appear in every part 
of his adminiſtration“ .“ 

Dr. Davenant affirms, that the ſhipping of Eng- 
land more than doubled during the twenty-eight 
years that paſſed between the reſtoration and the 
revolution. The increaſe of coinage during the 
two laſt reigns was ten millions two hundred and 
ſixty- one thouſand pounds. A board of trade was 
erected in 1670, and the earl of Sandwich was made 
preſident. Charles revived and ſupported ihe charter 
of the Eaſt-India company, but how far the nation 
was benefited by this meaſure, or whether it Was 
benefited at all, is a matter concerning which po- 
litical reaſoners were not then agreed. 


Hiſt. of England, Vol. VIII. p. 330. f 
Sir 
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Sir Joſiah Child aſſerts, that in 1688 there were 
more men worth ten thouſand pounds on the Change 
than in the year 1650 were worth one thouſand 
pounds, that five hundred pounds for a daughter's 
portion was 1n the earlier period deemed a larger 
portion than two thouſand pounds in the Jatter one. 
'1 hat gentlewomen in the more remote time thought 
themſelves well cloathed in a ſerge gown, whic 
chambermaid in 1688 would not have appeared in; 
he adds, that beſides the great Ber of rich 
cloaths, plate, jewels, and houſhold furniture, coaches 
were in that time augmented an hundred fold. 

Until the time of the revolution, the liberty of 
the preſs was very imperfectly enjoyed in England, 
and that during a very ſhort period. I he ſtar-cham- 
ber, while that court ſubſiſted, put effectual reſtraints 
upon printing. Hiſtory furniſhes abundant inſtances 
of the ſeverity of that court, againſt thoſe who pre- 
ſumed to write on political ſubjects. It fixed the 
number of printers and printing-preſſes, and ap- 

ointed a licenſer, without whoſe approbation no 
book could be publiſhed; and as this tribunal de- 
cided matters by its own fingle authority, withour 
the intervention of a jury, it was always ready 
to find thoſe perions guilty, whom the king, 
or his miniſters, were pleaſed to look upon 
as ſuch. On the ſuppreſſion of that tribunal 
in 1641, the long parliament, whoſe conduct 
and aſſumed power were little better qualified 
to bear a ſcrutiny, revived the regulations againſt 
the freedom of the preſs; and this authority was 
continued during all the periods of the republic 
and protectorſnip. Charles the Second, and after 
him James the Second, procured farther renewals of 

theſe reſtrictions. The latter acts having expired 
in 1692, were, although at an ara poſterior to the 
rev olution, continued tor two years longer, fo that 

It 
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it was not till the year 1694 that, in conſequence of 
the parliament refuſing to continue the prohibitions 
any Jonger, the freedom of the preſs was finally 
eſtabliſhed. The important privilege which was 
thereby granted to the people was much difreliſhed 
by the king and his miniſters, who ſeeing no cherte, 
in any government which then ſubſiſted, or which 
had exiſted in paſt ages, any exainple of {ſuch un- 
limited freedom, doubted much of its falutary ef- 
fects, and probably thought, that no publications 
would ever ſo much improve the general underftand- 
ing of men as to render it ſafe to entruſt them with 
an indulgence ſo eaſily abuſed. Hereby the people 
are allowed openly to canvaſs and arraign the con- 
duct of thoſe who are inveſted with any branch of 
public authority ; and thereby 1s delivered into the 
hands of the people at large, the exerciſe of the 
cenſorial power. So that every ſubject in England 
has not only a right to preſent petitions to the 
king, or the houſes of parliament, but he has a 
right alſo to lay his complaints and obſervations be 
fore the public by means of an open preſs. A for- 
midable right this to thoſe that rule mankind, and 
which continually diſpelling the cloud of majeſty 
by which they are ſurrounded, brings them to a le- 
vel wich the reſt of the people, and ſtrikes at the 
yery being of their authority. 
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The Naval FHificry cf GREAT BRITAINNH; us Trade, . 
Cemmerce, aud Colonizalions, ſrem the Revolution 
o the Accel/io1 of the BRuxswWICE Line. 


. 


2 
| 8 
The Reign of King William III. ante the Death of £ 
Queen Mary— Scotch Parliament ſettle the Crown 7. 
0H „ William azd | Mary — Mutiny At—learth Mo- b 


ney aboliſbed Act allowing the exportation of grain . 
—Settlement of the Civil Lift Ret EIS > with 0 

1 1 rth of Prince William, aſter ai ds Duke wn 
" Glouceſter--Navat force if E ngland and france X 
dea gie ht near Bantrybay—James arrives in Ireland fc 
The Stege of Londonderry raifed— Baitle of the la 
Boyne—3un gh] 1 and Dutch fleets engage the French O, 
off Beach v-head—Tbe Earl of Marlborough takes le 
the City of Co rk Imp, ſoument and Tt: ialof Herbert hs 
Lord Tor rington--Operations in Canada and theW eſt 10 
I ndies——Conpreſs at the Hague Ireland reduced C7 
Preparations of France for 2 Deſcent on England it; 
Lig nal Victory over ibe French Fleetoff La Hogue-- ac 


Coptures ne 
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Capiures of Engliſh Merchant-Ships—Conſpirac 
againſy the King's Liſe - Conduct of both Houſes of 
Parliament to Admiral Ruſſul ond the Harl of Not- 
tingham— A Land-T a: introduced Meditated De- 
cent on 5 „%% fleet of Mercoontment 
pound from the Ports of Ungland and Holland for 
the Levant, Sr ie, Fans, ie Beabow bomberds 
St, Maloes—Ztab!iſpment of the Dau of England 
Fatal Siri to à Fleet commanded by Sir Charles 
Wheeler — Feet of French Merchant- ſhips deſtroyed 
— Unſucceſsful 2 ck 01 Breit— Bombardment of 
Dieppe, end Havre-de-Grace—Dunkirk attached 
— Admiral Ruſſel in the Mediterranean —Pondt- 
cherry taken 6y the Dutch Death of Qucen Niary. 
HAT is moſt to admire in this memo- 
rable revolution is, the ſudden, peace- 
able, and, as it were, unanimous accom- 
pliſhment cf it. Had no ſuch perſonage as the 
great Naſſau intervened, whoſe virtues uniting with 
great talents, were capable of compoling thejarring 
rage of party, England would, moit probably, have 
been again deluged with the blood of its inhabi- 
tants. All the miſeries attendant on civil diſcard 
would, once more, hive been felt, and this country 
might have ſeen the all-graſping power of Lovis 
XIV. rivet the chains of flave! ry on her reſtleſs fons 
for ever. I deugd William was choſen king of Eng— 
land, his power was limited on every fide; and the 
oppoſition he met with from his paritaments, ſtill 
leſſened his authority. His power in Holland, where 
he was but the Stadtholder, was far more conſiderable ; 
ſo that he might, with greater propriety, have been 
called the king of the United Proviuctes, and the 


itailtholder of England. He was not ſufficiently 
acquainted with the diffic ulty of governing the na— 


ton by which he was elected; he expected in them 
Cee a peo- 
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a people ready to ſecond his views of humbling 
France; but he was teazed by the humours as well 
as the parties of his new ſubjects. The number of 
the great, who had ventured their lives and fortunes 
in the cauſe of the revolution, or whom 1t was of 
conſequence to conciliate to it, was ſo conſiderable, 
that it became impoſlible to gratify the expectations 
of the former, or to hold out ſufficient temptations 
to the latter, Hence ſome of them complained 
of the king's ingratitude, and others of his neglect, 
Beſides, William had none of thoſe engaging aſſi- 
duities and courteſies in bis behaviour, wh: ich ſe- 
cure the good-will and atrachment of mankind, 
and which alone had rendered the deſtructive diſſi- 
pation of Charles the Second ſupportable to a na- 
tion, never inclined, for any length of time, to 
approve the conduct of their rulers, William 
was naturally ſilent and reſerved; having been 
born and cducated in Holland, he had acquired a 
certain ſaturnine humour, Th was rather unfor- 
tunately contraited with the agreeable levity of his 
uncle. In ſhort, William polſeſſed only the ſolid 


talents, Charles diſplayed the ſhining ones; his 


ſobjects therefore did not diſcover the extenſive 
plans for the intereſts of Europe, which were ever 
predominant in his thoughts, and excluded ideas 
of a lighter and more frivolous nature. Among 
the lower ranks of the kingdom, a national cha- 
racteriſtic of the Engliſh ſoon appeared : the po- 
pulace of London took offence at the looks, the 
dreſs, and language of the Dutch troops; they de- 
ſpiſed the modeſt deportment, and parſimonious 
manners, of the Dutch * and inſulted the 
ſoldiers. Theſe foreigners at firſt knew not what to 
make of ſuch treatment from men who had invited 
them into their country, and who ſtyled them their 
deliverers ; but, at length, relolving it into nati- 
onal 
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onal caprice and petulance, they paſſed it by, and 
apparently, at leaſt, overlooked it. 

The Scotch parliament were not long after that 
of England, in making an offer of the crown to 
William and Mary. An accidental circumſtance 
which happened on his taking the coronation oath, 
rendered him popular among the Scotch. The ad- 
miniſtration of the coronation oath of Scotland 
was performed with much ſolemnity: the king, 
ſtretching out his right hand while he ſwore, re- 
peated each word deliberately after the perſon who 
read the form of the oath. A clauſe was contained 
in it, by which the king engaged to root out here- 
tics. Attheſe words William to; pped the earl of 
Argyle, who was adminiſtring che oath, and de- 
clared he would, on no account, heros a perſe- 

cutor, The commiſſioners replied, that ſuch was 
not the meaning of the oath: © Then,” ſaid the 
king, FI rake it in that ſenſe only.” Such ſcru— 
pulous attention to the engagements he entered 
into, was becoming a king, and highly plealing to 
the people. 


One of the firſt reſolves of the new council was, 
to convert the convention into a parliament, that 


the new ſettlement might be ſtrengthened by a legal 
ſanction, which was now ſuppoſed to be wanting, 
as the aſſembly had not been convoked by the king's 
writ of ſummons. While the two houſes were de- 
liberating on the royal revenue, they received a 
meſſage from the king, importing, that the late 
king had ſailed from Breft, with an armament to 
ts Ireland, Hereupon they reſolved to aſſiſt 
his majeſty with their Jives and fortunes : they voted 
a temporary aid of four hundred and twenty thou- 
jand pounds, to be levied by monthly aſſeſſments ; 
and both houſes waited on the king to ſignify their 
reſolution. But this unanimity did not take place, 


until 
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until ſeveral lords, ſpiritual, as well as temporal, 
had, rather than take the oaths, abſented themſelves 
from parliament. Five reculant biſhops withdrew 
themſelves from the houſe at one time, with eight 
temporal peers. From this period, the party averſe 
to the government of Niem, were diſtinguiſhed 
by the appellation of Nonjurors. They rejected 
the notion of a king ge fag, as well as all other 
diſtinctions and limitations; and declared for the 
abſolute power, and divine hereditary indefeaſible 
right of ſovereigns. 

William now preffed his parliament to enable 
him to make head againſt the abdicated king in 
Ireland; the language te uſed on the occaſion de- 
ſerves to be commemorated. © I aſſure you,” ſaid 
the king, © I will never abuſe the confidence you 
ſhall put in me; being fully perſuaded, that there 
is no ſure foundation of a good government be- 
twee n a king and his propie, but a mutual truſt; 
when that 15 once broken, a government 1s half 
diſſolved: it ſhall therefore be my chief care never 
to give any parilament cauſe to diſtruſt me; and the 
beſt method I can chooſe for that purpoſe is ne- 
ver to expect any thing from them, but what 1t 
mall be their own intereſt to grant.” He then 
proceeded to urge the neceſſity of preparing for 
war without delay; the payment of the Dutch 
charges in the cauſe of the revolution, and the ſet- 
tlement of the revenue. To reduce Ireland he de- 
manded twenty thouian] men; for the marine ſer- 
vice he ſaid a powerful fleet was neceſſary to be 
joined to that of Hol land, in order to guard the 
ſeas againſt France. The Dutch,” he ſaid, had 
neglected their own fafety, to relieve England from 
the extremity ſhe was under, By this conduct they 
had drawn inevitable deſtruction upon themſelves, 
unleſs the ſervice was now repaid: the grand ene- 
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my to the repo! ſe of Eu rope, m editated the de- 
ſtruction of ilolland, as the Previous ſtep to that 
of England. The Dutch have really,” continued 
he, © exhauſted themſelves to a degree which is not 
ealy to be imagined; and I am confident your ge- 

neroſity towards them, will have as little bounds as 
theirs had towards you.” 

Among the army there were ſome corps diſaſ- 
fected to the reigning prince; and of the Scotch, 
the royal regiment of "dragoo ons particularly, W 
are known at preſent by the name of the Scotch 
grays; and lord Dunbarton's regiment of foot, 
now the Royal Scotch. The laſt of theſe had been 
the favourite regiment of the late king, becauſe it 
was both daring and obedient ; and the officers and 
ſoldiers were at this time diſguſted, becaule lord 
Dunbarton had been diſmiſſed from the command 
of it, and marſhal Schomberg put in his room. 
William therefore reſolved to ſend over the difat- 
fected corps of both nations to Holland, in order 
to replace ſome of the Dutch troops, which as he 
could confide in, he determined to ktep in Eng- 
land. The regiments which were to be ſent off 
mutinied in their march to pf wich, ſeized the mi- 
litary cheſt, diſarmed the oficers who oppoſed their 
deſign, declared for king James, and, with four 
pieces of cannon, began their march for Scotland. 
The king immediately hereupon ordered general 


Ginkle to purſue them with three regiments of 


Dutch dragoons, to whom the mutineers ſurren— 
dered at diſcretion. The king removed a few of 
their officers, ard inflicted no other puniſament 
on the corps, than to take from them the power 
of doing miſchicf, by ſending them to the place of 
their deſtiuation; and ſoon after he tranſported 
the other diſaffected troops into Flanders: thus 
turning that animoſity of ſpirit againſt the na- 
tion's 
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tion's enemies, which if ſuffered to gain ſtrength 
ar home, might have recoiled againſt the power it 
was deſigned to protect. This mutiny gave riſe to 
a law, which made an important innovation in the 
Engliſh conftitution, namely, the act for puniſhing 
mutiny and deſertion. By this law a legal ſanction 
was given to the eſtabliſhment of ſtanding armies, 
which had been hitherto rather connived at than 
authorized by parliament. This act, limitted to 
the ſpace of one year, has ever ſince been annually 
renewed ; but the renewal being almoſt conſidered 
as a matter of courſe, the form ſerves only to keep 
the people in mind that ſtanding armies were deemed 
illegal by their anceſtors“. 

William with a view to conciliate the affection of 
his new ſubjects, and check the progreſs of clamour 
and diſcontent, ſent a meſſage to the commons, in 
which he deſired, that in ſettling the revenue, they 
- would either take away or regulate the tax of hearth, 
or chimney money, a tax which produced two hun- 
dred and nine thouſand pounds a year, but which 
was a great oppreſſion to the poorer ſort, and a badge 
of ſlavery upon the whole people, expoſing every 
man's houſe to be entered and ſearched at pleaſure 
by the officers of the revenue. 

During the ſame ſeſſion of parliament it was en- 
acted, that when the price of malt or barley was at 
one pound four ſhillings per quarter, or under, rye 
at one pound twelve ſhillings, and wheat at two 

ounds eight ſhillings per quarter; then it ſhall not 
only be lawſul to export the ſame, but the exporters 
ſhould allo receive bounties without paying any 
cuſtoms or fees whatever, on giving ſecurity that ſuch 
corn ſhall be legally landed beyond ſea; and that 
the ſhip and crew by which it was exported were duly 


* Sir John Dalrymple's Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 280. a 
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ualified according to the acts of navigation. This 
was the firſt law which all-,wed any bounty on corn 
exported. Such buunties have generally been 
eſteemed highly beneficial to the landed intereſt, 
« In other countries,” ſays e French author, „the 
people pay their ſovereign for leave to carry out their 
corn; but wiſer England pays her pcople for ex- 
porting it. 

The be was baffled in all his ſchemes for the 
uniting of his proteſtaat ſubjects, the act of tole- 
ratio. "only excepted, A bill was paſſed into a 
law, under the title of An a#? for exempting all their 
majeſties proteſtant ſubje#Fs, of the ſeveral denominations 
diſſenting from the church of England, from the penal- 
ties of certain laws, It enacted that none of the 
penal laws ſhould be conſtrued to extend to thoſe 
diſſenters who ſhould take the oaths to the preſent 
government, and ſubſcribe the declaraiion of the 
thirtieth of Charles the Second, provided that they 
ſhould hold no private aſſemblies, or conventicles, 
with the doors ſhut; and that nothing ſhould be 
conſtrued to exempt them from the payment of 
tythes, and other parochial dues. hat the preach- 
ers and teachers 1n COngregations of diſſentin 
proteſtants, who ſhall take The oath s, ſubſcribe the 
declaration, together with all che articles of reli— 
gion, except che thirty-fourth, and the two ſuc- 
ceeding articles, and pert of the twentieth, ſhould 
be exempted from the penalties decreed againſt 
nonconformiſts, as well as from ſerving upon juries, 
or acting in pariſh offices; yer all juſtices of the 
peace were impowered to require ſuch diſſenters to 
ſubſcribe the declaration, and take the oaths; and 
in caſe of refuſal to commit them to priſon, with- 
out bail or mainprize. The ſame indulgence was 
extended to anabaptilts, and even to quakers, on 
their ſolemn promiſe before God., to be faithful to 
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the king and queen; and their aſſenting, by pro- 
feſſion and aſſeveration, to thoſe articles which the 
others ratified upon oath; they were likewiſe re- 
quired to profeſs their belief in the doctrine of the 
Trinity, and in the holy ſcriptures. Even the pa- 
piſts felt the benign influence of William's mode- 
ration in ſpiritual matters: he rejected the propoſals 
of ſome zealots, who exhorted him to exatt ſevere 
laws againſt popiſh recuſants. Such a meaſure, he 


obſerved, would alienate all the papiſts of Europe 


from the intereſts of England, and might produce 
a new catholic league, which would render the war 
a religious quarrel ; beſides, he could not pretend 
to ſcreen the proteitants of Germany and Hungary, 
while he himſelf ſhould perſecute the catholics of 
England. Hoe therefore reſolved to treat them 
with lenity; and though they were not compre- 
hended in the aft, they enjoyed the benefit of the 
toleration “. | 

The next law that engroſſed the attention of the 
parliament, was the ſettlement of a revenue for the 
ſupport of government. Hitherto there had been 
no diſtinction of what was allotted for the king's 
uſe, and what was aſſigned for the ſervice of the 
public; ſo that the ſovereign was entirely maſter of 
the whole ſupply. As the revenue in the late reigns 
had been often embezzled and miſapplied, it was 
now reſolved that a certain ſum ſhould be ſet apart 
for the maintenance of the king's houſehold, and 
the ſupport of his dignity; and that the reſt of the 
public money ſhould be employed under the 1n- 
ſpection of parliamei:t. Accordingly, fince this 
period, the commons have appropriated the yearly 
tupplies to certain ſpecified fervices; and an account 
cf the application has been conſtantly ſubmitted 


* Smollett's Hiftory of England, Vol. VIII. p. 306. 
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to both houſes at the next ſeſſion. At this junc- 
ture, the prevailing party, or the whigs, determined 
that the revenue ſhould be granteck from year to 
year, or at leaſt for a ſmall term of years, that the 
king might find himſelf dependent upon the Parlia- 
ment, and merit a renewal of the grant, by a juſt 
and popular adminiſtration. The revenue was 
therefore granted by a proviſional act for one year 
only. The civil hit was ſettled at ſix hundred thou- 
ſand pounds, chargeable with the appointment of 
the queen-dowager, the prince and princeſs of Den- 
mark, the judges, and marſhal Schomberg. The 
commons alſo voted, that a conſtant revenue of 
twelve hundred thouſand pounds ſhould be eſta- 
bliſhed for the ſupport of the crown in time or 
peace. Theſe reſtraints, laid on the application of 
the public money, were highly diſpleatiing to the 
king, who conſidered them as implying a miſtruſt 
of his conduct. He hoped to purchaſe domeſtic 
quiet to himſelf, which the ſtruggles of contending 
parties ſeemed but ill calculated to promote, by 
turning the rage of the nation upon the continual 
object of its averſion and jcalouſy. The parliament, 
though divided in every other thing, was unanl- 
mous in favouring the inclination of the king on 
this point. Both houſes therefore, in an addreſs, 
aſſured him of their ſupport in a war againſt France; 
the king could nor cznceal his joy when he received 
it. In his anſwer he ſaid, „that the meaſures of 
France approached ſo nearly to a declaratioa of 
war, that a war on the part of England was not ſo 
much an act of choice as of neceſſity,” The empire, 
Spain, Holland, the elector of Brandenburgh, 
united, at the ſame time, againſt France, and many 
other princes prepared to join them. The hour 
ſeemed to approach when Louis XIV. was to be 
called upon, to pay the forfeit he had long owed 
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for his inſults to all the nations around him. Wil- 
liam is reported to hive ſaid to his confidants, that 
the day on which England joined the other powers 
of Europe againſt their common enemy, was the 
firſt day of his reign. But as James was in Ire- 
land, thoſe who conſidered the poſture of affairs 
with leſs ſanguine expectations, foreſaw, that a war 
on the part of England muſt chiefly be defenſive. 
Others, who examined the nature of free and 
trading na ions, were perſuaded, that an alliance 
between England and Holland, under one common 
prince, could not fail to be the ſubject of Jealouſy 
to both countries. 

On the 7th day of May war was declared againſt 
France: on this occaſion Louis was charged with 
having ambiriouſly invaded the territories of the 
emperor, and denouncing war againſt the ally of 
England, in violation of the treaties confirmed 
under the guzranty of the Engliſh crown; with 
having encroachcd upon the filkery of Newfound- 
land, invaded the Caribbee Iſlands, taken forcible 
poſfeſſion of ew Vork and Hudfon's Bay, made 
depredations on the Engliſh at ea, prohibited the 
importation of Engliſh manufactures, diſputed the 
right of the flag, perſecuted many Engliſh ſubjects 
on account of religion, contrary to expreſs treaties, 
and the laws of nations; and ſent an armament to 
Ireland, in ſupport of the rebels of that kingdom. 

On the 27th day of July 1689, the princeſs Ann 
was delivered of a ſon, which was chriſtened by the 
name of William, and afterwards created duke of 
Glouceſter, 

On the breaking out of this war with France, the 
miſmanagement of the two laſt reigns, in cultivating 
ſuch a friendly intercourſe with that kingdom, 
became fatally apparent. Before the adminiſtra- 
tion of Richeliev, France had no naval and 
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and at the beginning of the reign of Louis XIV. 
the protector; Cromwell, teſtified the utmoſt con- 
tent for the French power at ſea. he two wars 
with the Dut ich, which England had waged during 
the reign of Charles II. and in which te French 
were inative auxiliaries, had been the means of 
training hem to ſea affairs. From that time they 
made a rapid prog eſs in their mar ne, and in a few 
years were in a ſi:uation to encounter either of the 
two commercial ſtates of England or Holland, on 
their own ele gent. in 1676 hey actually beat the 
Dutch and rhe 5pan1ards in the Mediterranean, and 
killed the famous à miral De Ruycer. At this 
time they were grown ſo much ſtronger, that during 
a great part of this reign, they were able to conteſt 
the empire of the ſea againſt the combined fleets 
of both the maritime powers. So that king Wil- 
liam entered upon this war with great diſadvantage; 
for while the enemy took every opportunity of 
pouring ſupplies into Ireland, his affairs in England 
were ſo perplexed, that it was ſome time before 
he could provide a force ſufficient to cruiſe on the 
coaſt of that kingdom. Ihe comparative ſtrength 
of the Engliſh and French navies will appear from 
the following abſtracts; one of which is given by 
Mr. Pepys, ſecretary to the admiralty; the other is 
taken from a French work entitled H eflexions poli- 
tiques ſur les finances et ſur le commerce, tome II. 
p. 375; the latter of which being made eight years 
before the war broke out, the cond tion of France 


muſt be ſuppoſed to have greatly improved. 
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Admiral Herbert was inveſted with the command 
of the Engliſh fleet; and, in the beginning of the 
month of April 1689, failed for Cork, after being 
reinforced; ſo that his ſquadron conſiſted of eighteen 
men of war, a frigate, and a fire-ſhip : he pro- 
ceeded by Cape Clear, where he came in fight of 
the French fleet, ſtanding into Bantry Bay: it con- 
ſiſted of twenty - eight ſail, according to the Engliſh 
accounts; but the French acknowledge it to have 
been no more than twenty-lour. This fleet was 
commanded by Chateau Renzur, and was deſigned 
to protect ſome tranſports laden with arms, ammu- 
nition, and a large ſum of moncy for the uſe of 
James. Herbert could not come vp with the 
enemy until the 1ſt of May, when he ſtood in to 
engage them. The French admiral, conſcious of 
his ſuperiority, and perceiving the intention of the 
Engliſh, weighed anchor, formed his ficet into a 
line of battle, and ad, anced, in regular order, to 
the combat. The ardo ir of the Engliſh admiral, 
and of -Engliſh ſeamen, for action, prevented Her- 
bert's line being formed with the ſame regularity, 
The French, who had the advantage of the wind, 
kept it all day, and ſhewed, by their workings, to 
the aſtoniſhment of the Engliin, that their veſſels 
were agile, and th-ir {carmen dexterous. Ihe bat- 
tle continued the greateft part of the day, without 
any deciſive ſucceis on either ſide. Herberc tacked 
ſeveral times, in hopes of gaining the weather- 


gage; but the French admiral kept the wind with 


uncommon {kill and perſeverance, In the evening 
the Engliſh retired towards Sgilly, the French to- 
wards Ireland. No ſhips were loſt on either ſide, 
but ſeveral were diſabled. Each admiral laid claim 
to the victory, as it often happens in ſea-engage- 
ments; but the Englith officers and ſeamen looked 


upon it as a defeat, becauſe they had gained no 
deciſive 
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deciſive advantage on their own element, and the 

French accounted it a victory not to have been de- 
leated. The latter, however, made their diſem— 
barkation good, and returned unmoleſted into the 
port of Breit, which determined on whoſe ſide the 
advantage lay, Herbert expected a reinforcement 
to join him at the Sciliy iſles, but receiving nore, 
he returned to Portſmouth much chagrined, and 
che oScers and. ſeamen partook of his ill humour. 
King William, in order to appeaſe theſe diſcontents, 
viſited his Rect at Portimouth, went on board the 
admiral's ſhip Elizabeth, where he dined, and 
beſtowed a peerage on Herbert; knighted the cap- 
tains Aſhby and Shovel, and beſtowed a donation 
of ten ſhillings on every private ſeaman. The 

men, highly g gratified by this behaviour of their ſo- 
vereign, were led to believe that they had bear that 
enemy, by whom a few days ago they had conſidered 
themſelves as defeated. 

James had arrived in Ireland in March, Louis 
having ſupplied him with arms, money, and neceſ- 
faries of all kind for the camp and the houſehold; 
he alſo brought over with him a conſiderabſe num- 
ber of French officers. M. d'Avaux was named 
ambaſſador to the dethroned prince, and attended 
him with great pomp. Lows himſelf went to take 
leave of James at St. Germains, at parting he pre- 
ſented him with his own cuirals, aud embracing him 
affectionately, ſaid, he beſt thing! can wiſn you 
is, that I may never {ce you more *.” He was re- 
ceived by the catholics of Ireland with open arms. 
The proteſtants, who were ſtiongly attached o king 
William, had been previouſly. difarined by Lyr⸗ 
connel, their lord-licutenant, and a papiſt. James 
made his public entry into Dublin, amiditc the ace 
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clamations of the inhabitants. He was met by a 
_- proceſſion, bearing the hoſt, which he pub- 

icly adored; and this ſerved to alienate the few 
proteſtants of that kingdom, who flill adher-d to 
his cauſe. A ſmall party of that religion were re- 
ſolved to defend their lives and liberties in the little 
city of Londonderry, in the north of Ireland. 
They were beſieged by the forces of king James, 
and ſuffered all the complicated miſerics of war, 
famine, and bigotted cruelty but being determined 
never to yield, they rejected capitulation, and always 
repulſed the beſiegers with conſiderable loſs. 

In the mean time, commodore Rooke, with a 
ſquadron of men of war and tranſport ſhips, and 
ſome land forces, under the command of major 
general Kirke, proceeded to the relief of London- 
derry. The beſiegers had laid a boom acroſs the 
entrance of the river, which they had farther ſecured 
by chains, cables, and floating timber. They were 
likewiſe maſters of ſtrong redoubts, well {urniſhed 
with cannon, which guarded each fide of the en- 
trance of the river. Notwithſtanding theſe formi- 
dable obſtacles to the relief of the place, yet the 
commodore and general determined on atiem};, ting 
it. They firſt attacked and took the little iſlan of 
Inch, in Lough Swille, ſix miles from Londonderry, 
which was conſidered as a previous ſtep to the open- 
ing a communication with the place. A fortnight 
elapſed after this, before any thing effectuai could 
be done; but the commanders, being ſcniible of 
the extremities to which the beſieged were reduced, 
collected their whole force in order to ſuccour it. 
On the goth of June, the Mountjoy of Derry, 
commanded by captain Browning, aud the Phoenix 
of Colrain, LF Douglaſs, both deeply laden 
with proviſions, were ſent towards the town, eſcorted 
by the Dartmouth frigate, captain Leake, 'They 

Were 
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were expoſed to a furious firing of the enemy 
from Kilmore, and both ſides of the river, which 
they returned with great ſpirit. the Mountjoy 
ſtruck againſt the boom, and broke it, but the 
violent ſhock it received ran her aground. I he 
believers upon this gave a loud ſhout, and fired 
briſkly upon her, whillt they were preparing their 
boats to board her, bur the rebound of the guns 
on board the ſhip, diſengaged her from the ſhore, 
and ſhe again floated, The Phoenix and Dartmouth 
were all this time warmly engaged, and by keeping 
up a furious fire, the three ſhips reached. the city 
to the unſpeakable joy of the garriſon, who were 
reduced to the laſt extremity of famine, having na 
other fleſh proviſions remaining but nine lean horſes, 
and the allotment of a pint of meal to each man. 
Such extremity of diſtreſs had led ſome in the town 
to talk of killing the popiſh inhabitants and feed- 
ing on their bodies. The army of James was fo 
diſpirited by the ſucceſs of this enterprize, that they 
abandoned the ſiege in the night, and retired with 
precipitation, after having loſt about nine thouſand 
men before the place. 

The cruelties exerciſed upon the proteſtants were 
as ſhocking as unneceſſary ; ſoldiers were permitted 
to pillage them without redreſs; and they were 
compelled to accept bale money in exchange for 
thoſe commodities they were forced to ſchl. But 
their ſufferings were ſoon to have a period. The duke 
of Schomberg was ſent over, with reinforcements ; 
and William himſelf ſoon after followed, and landed 
at Carrickfergus. He was met by numve:s of the 
proteſtants, who had fled from perſecution ; and 
now, at the head of ſix and thirty thouſand men, 
he was reſolved to go in queit ot the enen, Hay- 
ing marched to Dundalk, and then to Ardee, he, 
at length, came in ſight of the Iriſh army. The 
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river Boyne lay between the two armies, the fron: 
of the Iriſh being ſecured by a moraſs and a Tiling 
ground. Theſe obſtacles were inſufficient to pre- 
vent the ardour of William, who, when his friend 
the duke of Schomberg expoſtulated upon the 
danger, boldly replied, That a tardy victory would 
be worſe than a defeat. The duke, finding his 
advice not reliſhed, retired to his tent in a melan- 
choly manner, as if he had a preſcience of his own 
misfortune. Early in the morning, at fix o'clock, 
king William gave orders to pats the river; the 
army paſſed in three different places, and the bat- 
tle began with unuſual vigour. Ihe Iriſh troops, 
which have been reckoned the beſt in Europe 
abroad, have always fought indifferently at home; they 
fed, but got till after a long re ſiſtance, with precipita- 
rion, and left the French and Swiſs regiments, who 
came to their aſſiſtance, to make the beſt retreat they 
could. William led on h's horſe in perſon, and 
contributed, by his activity and vigilance, to ſe- 
cure the victory. James was not in the battle, 
but ſtood aloof, during the action, on the hill of 
Dunmore, ſurrounded with ſome ſquadrons of 
horſe; and, at intervals, was heard to exclaim, 
when he ſaw his own troops repulſing the enemy, 
O jpare mv Engliſh ſubjefts, Ihe Iriſh loſt about 
fifteen hundred wen, and the Engliſh about one 
third of that number; but the death of the duke 
of Schomberg, who was ſhot as he was crofling 
the water, ſeemed to outwe'gh all the numbers of 


the enemy. He haa been long a ſoldier of fortune, 


and fought under alnoft every power in Europe. 
His ſkill in war was unparalleled, and his fidelit 
equal to his courage. 1he number of battles in 
which he had been perſorally engaged, was ſaid 
to equal the number of his years; and he died 
aged eighty-two. James fied, regardleſs of the 


ſafery 
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ſafety of his ſoldiers. William rode round the 
ſcene of ſlaughter, relieving the wounded, as well 
of the eneiny's troops as his own. O'Regan, an old 
Iriſh captain, was heard to ſay upon this occaſion, 
« that if the Engliſh would exchange generals, the 
conquered army would fight the battle over again,” * 

Inis blow totally deprefſed the hope of James; 
he fied to Dublin, adviſed the magiſtrates to get 
the beſt terms they could from the victor, then let 
out for Waterford, where he embarked for France, 
in a veſſel prepared tor his reception. Had he 
poſſeſſed either conduct or courage, he might ſtill 
have headed his troops, and fought with advantage; 
but prudence forſook him when fortune frowned 
upon him. 

Eight days after William had failed for Ireland, 
M. Tourville, with ſeventy- eight great ſhips of 
war, appeared off Plymouth; with this fleet ſailed 
twenty-two fire-ſhips, and a great number of fri- 
gates. Herbert, now created lord Torrington, was 
then at St. Helens, with only thirty-four ſhips of 
war; a fleet Under admiral Ruſſel having been ſent 
to Spain and the Mediterranean, only part of which 
was at that time returned: the | king likewiſe had 
ſeveral ſhips with him in Ireland, and a very {mall 
part of the Dutch ſquadron had as yet joined the 
Fneliſh. The poſition of the French fleet cut off 
all Teinforcements which the Engliſh. might other- 
wiſe have received from the weitward, and without 
ſome acceſſion of force, it appeared temerity to 
come to an action. The admiral, thus circum- 
itanced, called a council of war, in which it was 
agreed to avoid fighting. The queen, who was 
regent during the abſence of the king her huſband, 
was immediately informed of the ſtate of the two 
fleets, and of the reſolution which had been formed 
by the Britiſh officers. The French fleet proceeded 


* Gold{nith, 
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through the Channel, and when they had paſſed 
St. Helens, Torrington put to fea, and kept the 
enemy in ſight, ſtil x Tins, fu his own fleet in ſhore, 
in order to prevent a deſcent being made; and in 
caſe ne ſhould be compelled to fight, that the ſu- 
perior force of the French might be of leſs avail, 
from being exerted in a narrow ſea. 

During theſe tranſactions, the queen, as regent, 
found herſelf ſurrounded with numberleſs cares and 
perplexities. Her council was pretty equally di— 
vided into Whigs and Tories, the contrariety of 
whoſe ſentiments frequently produced great em- 
barraſſment in determining upon public meaſure 
The foreign invaſion, which now threatened as 
kingdom, had been undertaken in conſequence of 
a confederacy which had been formed by the jaco- 
bites at home, which plot, to ſubvert the eſtabliſhed 
conſtitution, and to reitore the abdicated monarch, 
had juſt then been diſcovered. In this alarming 
poſture of affairs, when the greateſt firmneſs and 
ſelf-poſſeſſion were required to withſtand the at- 
tacks of open and concealed enemies, the queen 
experienced additional perturbations of mind, from 
her apprehenſions for her father's fatety, and her 
huſband's life. Nevertheleſs ſhe diſguiſed her fears, 
and behaved with equal prudence "and fortitude. 
She referred the opinion of the council of war to 
admiral Ruſſel, the only member of the cabinet- 
council, who was by profeſſion a ſeaman, and who 
was juſt then returned from an expedition up the 
ſtraits. By this time advice was received of ſixteen 
Dutch ſhips having joined the Englith fleet. Ruſſel 
took advantage of this incident, and either from 
the contempt "of French naval force, natural to an 
Engliſh officer, or in order to remove the only 
rival that ſtood in his way to the ſupreme command 
of the navy, gave a deciſive opinion, that Tor- 

rington, 
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rington, with his force, ought to fight the French. 
Nor were weighty arguments wanting to. ſupport 
his opinion. he juperioricy of Englith and Dutch 
ſhips and ſeamen over thoſe of France; the conſci- 
oulnetls of that ſuperiority in the ſeamen, which al- 
ways animates men to perform wonders ; the diſ- 
grace to the new government, it it ſhould yield the 
empire o the ſen in its own channel; the dread 
thai the trench ect, if ſulfered to proceed on its 
courſe, would , through the Channel, and enter 
the 1 hames, where they might ſpread devaſtation 
more widely than the Dutch had done twenty-three 
years before, aad even ſhake the metropolis itſelf 
with their armament, If the Engliſh fleet ſhould 
beat that of France, a train of happy conſequences 
would enſue : it would remove the dread of forcign 
invaſion and domeſtic ſedition. It would ſave the 
ports of England, and the tranſports atte ding the 
king, the laſt of which were now cut off from all 
aid, except that which was to be found in the vic- 
tory of he fleet, being expoſed to the fire-ſhips 
and frigates of the French. On the other hand, 
the contequences which might be expected to follow 
a defeat, were not ſv alarming as thoſe from a vic- 
tory were deciſively advantageous, As the com- 
bined fleet was on the Englith coafts, the ſeamen 
might run the ſhips into harbours where they 
might be protected from the enemy. The poſture 
of affairs required a vigorous exertion, and the 
queen ſent politive orders io 1 orringion to engage“. 


The 


# This tranfaRtion has much light thrown upon it by a letter which 
the queen wrote to the king, and which is preierved in Sir John Dal- 


1ymple's Appendix, p. 123, from which we ſhall lay before our 
reads che following extracts :; 


Veen Mary to King William, on Lord Torrington's declining to fight, 


: July $, : 4 
Whitehall, 7721 1690, at 8 o'clock in the morning 


« SEEING I cannot always write when Iwill, I muſt do it when 
I can, and that upon ſome things which happened yelterday as for lord 
. Toruington's 
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The order arrived when the fleet was off Beachy- 
head on the coaſt of Suſſex. 'Lorring:on had kept 
in ſight of the French fleet ſome days, but their 
admiral, convinced of the judicious diſpoſitions 
which the Engliih had made, proceeded cautiouſly, 
and has not ventured to attack them. When the 
queen's orders arrived, Torrington quitted the coaſt, 
and advanced into the open ſea to attack the enemy 
on the zoth day of June at day break; who formed 
in regular order to receive him. The combined 


Torrington's letter you will have an account of that, and the anſwer 
from loſd Nott.* I ſhall tell you as far as 1 could judge what the 
others did. Lord Carmarthen was with me when lord Netr. brought 
the letter; he was mighty hot upon ſending Mr. Ruſſel down to the 


fleet; I confeſs I ſaw, as I thought, the ill conſequence of that, having 


heard you ſay they were not good friends, and believing lord Torring- 
ton being in the poſt he is in, and of his humour, ought not to be 
provoked ; befides, I do believe lord Preſident was willing to be rid of 
Mr. R. and i had no mind to that; lo I faid whit I could againſt it, 
and found molt of the lords of my mind when they met, but lord 
Monmouth was not with them. Mr. Ruſſel drew up a pretty ſhip 
letter for us to ſigus but it was ſoftened, and the only diſpute was, 
whether he ſhould nave a poſitive order to hght; at laſt it was wrote in 
ſach terms as you will (ce, to which all agree but lord Stew ard, who 
ſid it was his duty to tel! his thoughts upon a ſubject of this conſe- 
quence, which was, that he believed it very dangerous to truſt lord 
Torr.ngton with the fate of three kingdoms, (this was his evoreſſion) 
and that he was ablolutely of opinion, that ſome other ſhould be joined. 
in commiſſion with him; to wich Mr. Ruſſel anſwered, you mult 
ſend for him prifoner then; and ali rhe reſt concluded it would breed 
too much diſturbanc: in the ſight of the enemy, and would be of dan- 
gerous contequenca. So the letter was figned, and lord Nott, writ 
another letter, in which he told him the other accounts we have re- 
ceived of the ficets from the Ifle of Wight © „ +, * 

« Jen at night. TI received your dear letter from Lough-bricklin, 
but I canndt expreſs what I then felt, and ſtill feel, at the thoughts that 
now it may a Si are ready to give battle, or have done it. My heart 
is ready to burſt. I can ſay nothing, but pray to God for you. This 
has waked me who Was almoſt afleep, and a:molt puts me out of any 
poflibility of ſaying any indie, yet I mutt ſtrive with my heart to tell 

ou, that this afternoon the i news of the battle of Fleury came; I 

ad a letter from the prince of Waldec, with a copy of the account 
he ſent you, ſo that I can ſay nothing, but that God, in whoſe hands all 
events only are, knows beft why he has ordered it fo, and to him we 
muſt ſubmit, *® * [[ muſt end my letter, for my eyes are at 
preſent in ſomewhat a worſe condition than before I received your 
letter; my imput:ence for another from you is as great as my love, 
which will not end but with my life, which is very uneaſy to me at 
preſent z but I trult in God, who alone can preſerve you aud comfort 
me. J 


Nottingham. 


ficet, 


Cray. I.] or GREAT BRITAIN, 409 


fleet conſiſted of twen'y-two Dutch ſhips and thirty - 
four Engliſh, The Dutch ſquadron which com- 
poſed the van, and was commanded by admiral 
Evertzen, began the engagement about nine in 
the morning; in about half an hour afterwards the 
blue diviſion of the Engliſh was clolely engaged 
with the rear of the French; but the red, which 
formed the centre under the command of 'I orring- 
ton in perſon, did not fill the line till ten o'clock ; 
ſo that the Dutch were almoſt ſurrounded by the 
enemy, and though they fought with great valour, 
ſuſtained conſiderable damage. At length the Eng- 
liſh admiral's diviſion drove between them and the 
French ; and in that fi:vation the fleet anchored, 
about five in the afternoon, when the action was 
interrupted by a calm. The Dutch had ſuffered 
o ſeverely, that Torrington thought it would be 
imprudent to renew the battle; he therefore weighed 
anchor in the night, and with the tide of flood re- 
tired to the eaſtward, In the engagement three of 
the Dutch fleet were burnt, two of their admirals 
killed, and almoſt all the reſt of their ſhips totally 
diſabled “. The French purſued their retreating 
foes as far as Rye, and an Engliſh ſhip of ſeventy 
guns, called the Anne, being ſtranded near Win— 
chelſea, was ſet on fire, and deſerted by the cap- 
tain's command, The body of the French fleet 
ſtood in and out of Bourne and Pevenſey in Suſſex, 
while about fourteen of their ſhips anchored near 
the ſhore. Some of thele attempted to burn a 
Dutch ſhip of ſixty-four guns, which at low water 
lay dry, but her commander defended her ſo vigo- 
rouſly, that they were obliged to deſiſt, and he 
afterwards found means to carry her into Holland. 
The Engliſh loſt in this unfortunate rencounter two 


* Evyertzen's Letter to the Stat:s. 
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of their ſhips, as many captains, and captains of 
marines, together with two hundred and fifty pri- 
vate men. The Dutch, who ſuſtained the weight of 
the action, were more roughly handled. Beſides 
three ſhips that were ſunk in the fight, they were 
obliged to ſet fire to three more that were ſtranded 
on the coaſt of Suſſex. Their rear-a&airals Dick 
and Brakel were ſlain, with one captain, and a great 
number of inferior officers and ſeamen. Biſhop 
Burnet obſerves, that among the beſt judges, the 
count de '1 ourviike was almoſt as much blamed for 
not making uſe of his victory, as the earl of Tor- 
rington was, on account of his defeat, 

The Engliſh and Dutch retired to the mouth of 
the Thames, both to protect the city of London, 
and becauſe in the mouth of that river they could 
better defend themſelves againſt a force ſuperior to 
their own. | 

A general conſternation ſcized the nation upon 
this melancholy event; however, it tended to 
ſtrengthen the hands of government, by uniting 
the different factions in the common caule of ſelt- 
defence, and inflaming che averſien of the people 
to nonjurors and jacobites. Addreſſes were pre- 
ſented to the queen by the Corniſh tinners, the 
Heutenancy of Middleſex, and by the mayor, alder- 
men and lieutenancy of London, full of profeſſions 
of loyalty, and promiſes of ſupporting their ma- 
jeſties as their lawful ſovereigns, againſt all oppo- 
ſition, The queen, at this criſis, exhibited won- 
derful proofs of courage, activity and diſcretion. 
She iſſued out proper orders and directions for 
putting the nation in a poſture of defence, as well 
as for refitting and augmenting the fleet; ſhe took 
meaſures for appeaſing. the reſentment of the ſtates- 
general, who exclaimed againſt the earl of Tor- 
rington, for his behaviour in the late action. He 

was 
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was deprived of his command, and ſent priſoner to 
the tower; and commiſſioners were appoin:ed to 
examine into his conduct. A camp was formed 
in the neighbourhood of Torbay, where the French 
ſeemed to threaten a defcent. Their fleet, which 
lay at anchor in the bay, cannonaded the little vil- 
lage of Tinmouth. About one thouſand of their 
men landed without oppoſition, ſet fire to the place, 
and burnt a few coaſting veſſels; having atchieved 
this magnanimous exploit, they re-embarked, and 
returned to Breſt. 

This miſcarriage of the combined fleet, joined to 
2 victory which Louis had gained over the allies at 
Fleury, ſerved to ſpirit up the Iriſh male-contents, 
and to retard the progreſs of William's arms, in 
that kingdom. An advantage, however, was ſoon 
after obtained, which did great honour to all con- 
cerned. 

On the 21ſt of July, 1690, rear-admiral Shovel 
received orders to proceed with the ſhips under his 
command ſor Kinſale, to intercept ſome French 
frigates, that were ſaid to be on that coaſt. Ar- 
riving at Waterford-river, with intention to exe- 
cute this commiſſion, he received the agreeable 
news of general Kirke's having made himſelf maſter 
of the town of Waterford; but was at the ſame 
time informed, that Duncannon caſtle, which by 
it's firuation commanded the river, {till held out; 
and that the general, for want of cannon, was not 
likely to take it. Upon this, conſidering the im- 
portance of the place, and that no uſe could be 
made of the port of Waterford, while the caſtle 
remained in the hands of the enemy, he ſent the 

eneral word, on the 27th of July, that he was 


ready to aſſiſt him, by ſending ſome frigates up the 


river, and landing all the men he could ſpare out 
of his ſquadron, under the protection of their guns. 
| Fif2 1 
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Accordingly the next day he ſent in the Experiment 
and the Greyhound, two {mail ſhips, to batter their 
caitie; and under their fire, landed between {ix and 
ſeven hundred men; all the boats of the fleet being 
emploved in this ſervice. The caſtle all this time 
thundered upon them, though to little purpoſe ; but 
when once general Bourk, who commanded there, 
ſaw the men landed, he thought fit to capitulate ; 
and marched out of the caſtle, with two hundred and 
fifty men, with their arms and baggage; leaving to 
the Engliſh the fortreſs, which was furniſhed with 
forty-two pieces of cannon, a noble reward for one 
day's hard duty. 

King William In the mean time laid ſiege to Li- 
meric. M. Boiſſeleau, the governor, defended the 
place with great ſpirit, in which he was well ſup- 
ported by the duke of Berwick and colonel Sarsfield. 
The trenches were opened againſt the town on the 
19th of Auguſt, and the ſiege carried on with vi- 
gour; nevertheleſs the inclemency of the ſeaſon, and 
the loſs of one thouſand two hundred men, who were 
ſain in an unſucceſsful aſſault on a counterſcarp, 
obliged the king to raiſe the ſiege; and leaving the 
command of the 2 army with count Solmes, he em- 
barked on the fifth of September, and arriyed the 
next day in King's road, near Briſtol, 

The triumph of the Iriſh was only momentary. 
On king William's return to England, a ccuncil 
was held on the affairs of Ireland, whoſe great cities, 
and moſt of its conven'ent ports, ſtill adhered to the 
abdicaied pr.nce. the earl of Marlborough pro- 

ofed to the board, a plan for its effectual reduction: 
he obſcrved, that our fleet was now at ſea, and that 
of the French returned to Ereſt; which removed 
all :pprehernfions of a deſcent upon England; he 
therefore pro;.oted that live thouſand troops ſhould 


be forthwith embarked on board the fleet for * 
lan 
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land. The king and council approved the mea- 
ſure, and the carl of Marlborough was inveſted with 
the command of the troops; at the ſaine time or- 
ders were diſpatched to the admirals, Sir Richard 
Haddock, Mr. Killegrew, and Sir John Aſhby, 
to affemble the great ſhips at Chatham, and take 
on board the land. forces. 

The city of Cork was a place of ſtrength, from 
the weeks which had been lately erected under the 
direction of French engineers; and it was at that 
time defended by a garriſon of four thouſand men. 
Marlborough, however, whoſe penetrating eye could 
mark a defect which lay concealed from common 
obſervation, had diſcovered a ſtation which ren- 
dered the works of little avail, he pledged himſelf 
to become maſter of that city, and of Kinſale, be- 
fore winter, notwithſtanding the ſeaſon was ſo far 
advanced. 

'The admirals hoiſted the union flag on board the 
Kent, a third-rate, and having embarked the troops 
with all imaginable expedition, appeared before 
Cork the 21ſt of September. Marlborough was 
Joined by the duke of Wirtemburg, at the head of 
four thouſand Danes ; but that prince claimed an 
equality in command, although a younger officer in 
rank, and bringing with him ovly auxiliary forces, 
becauſe he was a Tovereigr prince. The Engliſh 
general, with that politeneſs which was ever a ſtrong 
feature in his character, acquieiced in this arrogant 
claim. It was agreed, that each ſhould command 
every alternate day. Marlborough commanded 
firſt, when, to ſhow his ſuperiority over his rival, 
equally in politeneſs as in condeſcenſion, he gave 
out, for the word of the day, “ Wirtemburg.” 
The prince, highly gratified by this mark of re- 
ſpect, when he took the command, gave, for the 
word of the day, © Marlborough.” This circum- 

tance, 
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ſtance, in itſelf a trifle, cemented a union between 
the two commanders, and removed all rivalſhip, 
except that which aroſe from their endeavours, who 
ſhould moſt contribute to the ſucceſs of the enter- 
prize. The fleet ſtormed the fort which defended 
the harbour, and bombarded both the harbour and 
the town. From the ſtation which lord Marlbo- 
rough had remarked, the troops made a breach in 
the walls, when, being protected by the fire of the 
batteries, and two bomb veſſels, they forded the 
river up to the arm-pits to mount the breach. 
When the ſoldiers were ready to aſſail the walls, the 
garriſon ſurrendered at diſcretion, after the ſiege 
had continued only four days. In this attack the 
duke of Grafton, who commanded a detachment of 
the fleet, received a wound in the ſhoulder, of which 
he died a few days after. Captain Matthew Tenant, 
who ſucceeded him in the command, was blown up 
in the Breda, in Cork harbour; captain Crofts then 
took the command, which he retained throughout 
the expedition *®. The day after the ſurrender of 
Cork, Marlborough ſcent brigadier Villers, with 
five hundred horſe, to ſummon Kinſale. The go- 
vernor hereupon ſat fire to the old town, and retired 
to the two forts. On the goth of September the 
fiege began. Two days after one of the forts was 
taken by ſtorm. The governor was then again ſum- 
moned to ſurrender: he replied, © It would be 
time enough to talk of that a month hence.” On 
the 5th of October the trenches were opened, and 
in ten days the counterſcarp being gained, every 
thing was adjuſted for a general aſſault. To pre- 
vent which, the garriſon, conſiſting of fifteen hun- 
dred men, capitulated, and were conducted to Li- 
merick. The victorious general returned to Lon- 


+ Campbell's Lives. the Admirals, Vol, III. p. 44. 
don 
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don on the 28th of the fame month. The nation 
received him with acclamations; and it was re- 
marked, that an Engliſh officer had done more in 
a month, than all the foreign generals had atchieved 
in two campaigns. Indeed, the earl of Marlbo- 
rough's expedition, all circumſtances conſidered, 
was, beyond compariſon, the moſt ſucceſsful un- 
dertaking in the whole reign of king William ; 
and the reduction of Cork was fuch an inſtance of 
penetration, as the king never forgot, 

The king, as ſoon as he returned from Ireland, ex- 
preſſed great concern at the miſcarriage of the grand 
fleet under Torrington. The honour of the nation 
had been thereby wounded, and a general clamour 
prevailed againſt the earl; and the queen had en- 
gaged her promiſe to the Dutch, that his conduct 
ſhould undergo a ſtrict enquiry. On the other hand, 
the earl had been very inſtrumental in bringing 
about the revolution, had great alliances among the 
nobility, and had brought over many to believe, 
that inſtead of his being called to an account 
for any real errors in his conduct he was in danger 
of being ſacrificed to the reſentment of foreigners, 
merely for having preſerved the Engliſh fleet. 
The king gave orders that the admiral ſhould be 
tried by a court- martial; but the friends of the earl 
maintained that he ought to be tried by his peers. 
It was objected, that as the office of lord high- 
admiral was veſted by commiſſion in the lords of 
the admiralty, he could be tried by a court-martial 
ſitting under their authority; for though it was 
allowed, that the lord high-admiral of England 
might have iſſued a commillion for trying him, yet 


it was queſtioned, whether any ſuch authority was 


lodged in the commiſſioners of the admiralty ; and 
although ſome great lawyers gave their opinion in 
the affimative, yet it was judged expedient, to 

ſettle 


— —— 
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ſettle ſo important a point by authority of parlia- 
ment. 

In order to obviate this difficulty, a new law was 
made, declarative of the power of the commiſſioners 
of the admiralty *; upon which a court-martial was 
appointed to try the carl of 1 orrington, who was, 
at that time, indiſpoſed in the Tower. On the 1oth 
of December the court aſſembled on board the 
Kent frigate at Sheerneſs ; Sir Ralph Delaval, who 
had acted as vice-admiral of the blue in the engage- 
ment, being preſident. Torrington's defence was 
animated, and ſtrong ſuited to the pride of the 
man. He obſerved, that in the ſeveral councils of 
war held before the fight, not only himſelf, but all 
who were preſent, thought it unadviſeable to engage 
the French. He deſcanted on the order given by 
the queen, which compelled h'm to fight, againſt 
the unanimous opinion of his officers, and without 
any probability of ſucceſs: He laid great ſtreſs on 
the inequality of the confederate and French fleets ; 
the former conſiſting but of fiſty-ſix, and the latter 
having eighty-two, actually engaged. He aſſerted, 
that the Dutch were deſtroyed by their own raſh- 
neſs; and that if he had ſuſtained them in the 
manner they expected, the whole confederate fleet 
muſt have been ſurrounded, in the ſame manner as 
that div.fion of it was. It having been inſinuvated, 
that he had failed in ſupporting tne Dutch, to gra- 
tify a pique which he had againſt them, he dwelt 
with great energy on that charge, and pleaded that 
his conduct had ſaved the Engliſh fleet; and that 
he hoped, an Engliſh court-martial would not ſa— 
crifice him to Dutch reſentment, He reminded 
his judges of the wounds they had ſeen him re- 
ceive : he pointed to the ſocket of the eye which he 


» 2d. William and Mary, cap. 2, 
had 
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had loſt in the cauſe of his country, His lord ſhip 
was unan!mouſly acquitted by the court. The king 
however dilmiffe kim *. ſervice, and would 
never again admit him to his preſence. Yet far- 
ther to exprets wy diſguſt, he advanced admiral 
Ruſſel, his rival and enemy, to the command of 
the fleet, 

Two centuries were nearly elapſed ſince the reſt- 
uy ſpirit of Europeans, not content with confining 
their fury within their own continent, had carried 


the deſolations of war to the moſt diſtant countries. 


The French, in the province of Canada, growing 
troubleſome to the Engliſh province of New- 
York, by endeavouring to draw to themſelves 
the whole trade of peltry with the Indian nations ; 
the government of New-York, in the year 1690, 
made an attempt on Quebec, the capital town of 
Canada, although diſtant from them near five hun- 
dred miles. For this purpoſe they proceeded up 
Hudſon's river to Albany fort, (ſince become a con- 
ſiderable town) with three hundred Engliſh, and 
three hundred allied Iroquois Indians : the French 
governor oppoſed to theſe more than double their 
number of regular troops, beſides Indians; yet the 
Engliſh defeated him, killed three hundred of his 
men, and drove him behind his fortifications ; but 
being unprovided with artiliery, and other requi- 
ſites for reducing the French forts, a want which 
ſhows the injudicious manner in which the expedi— 
tion was ſat on ſoor, they were obliged to return 
home without accompl; iſhing the object of the ex- 
pedition. 

Much about the ſame time general Coddrington, 
commander in chief of the Englith Leeward Iſlands, 
being aſſiſted with troops from England, and col- 
lecting a conſiderable force from the iſlands, reco- 
vered the iſland of St. Chriſtopher's, which had 

Vol. II. G g g been 
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been taken by the French; from whence he con- 
veyed the French inhabitants, which were very nu- 
merous, to Hiſpaniola and Martinico; he then re- 
took St. Euſtatia, which the French had wreſted 
from the Dutch the year before. Beſides theſe re- 
captures, he poſſeſſed himſelf of the iſlands of St. 
Martin and St. Bartholomew ; but he failed in his 
attempt upon Guadaloupe. 

In ſhort, the ſeveral American ſettlements ſeemed 
to vie with each other in their endeavours to check 
and cruſh the riſing power of France in thoſe re- 
gions. Sir William Phipps, with a fleet and land- 
forces from New-England, failed for Nova-Scotia, 
and ſubdued the town and fort of Port-Royal, ſince 
named Anapolis-Royal, in the bay of Fundy, which 
had been ſo great an annoyance to the Engliſh com- 
merce in America, by means of privateers that re- 
ſorted thither, that it obtained the appellation of 
the Dunkirk of America. He alſo feized on and 
demoliſhed a fort on St. John's river, and erected 
ſtronger forts in their ſtead, But theſe valuable 
acquiſitions were unfortunately given up at the 
peace of Ryſwick, which gave riſe to future diſ- 
putes and deſolating wars. | | 

During the two firſt years in which this war with 
France was carried on, England ſuffered greatly in 
her commerce ; her trade being much greater, and 
more extenſive than that of France, it became a 
prey to French privatcers : inſomuch, that by an 
account laid before parliament it appeared, that the 
French had, in two years, taken from England no 
fewer than three thouſand ſail of trading veſſels, 
great and ſmall; and within the ſame period, only 
{ixty-ſeven merchant-ſhips had been taken from 
France. What may ſerve to account for this pro- 
digious diſproportion is, that the principal part of 
the commerce of France was, at this time, Carried 

| On 
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on in foreign bottoms, and, until the breaking out 
of this war, by Dutch ſhips. 

France however felt inconveniences of a different 
kind ariſe from this rupture. All commercial in- 
tercourſe between the two kingdoms being thereby 
cut off, ſeveral very advantageous articles of French 
manufacture were totally ruined. Among theſe 
was a linen manufacture, of a P of cloth called 
dowlas and lockram, chiefly wrought in Normand 
and Bretagne. Of theſe articles England is ſaid 
to have conſumed annually to the amount of two 
hundred thouland pounds ſterling; but the Engliſh 
being unable to obtain them om the accuſtomed 
market, they ſuggeſted to tne Hamburghers the 
attempting of a ſimilar fabric, in which they ſuc- 
ceeded ſo well, that the names of thoſe French 
linens with us are now buried in oblivion * 

The Engliſh Faſt-India Company, about this 
time, erectèd Fort-William at Calcutta, and which 
ſeems to have been the firſt place of ſtrength which 
they provided in thoſe parts. They had been long 
ſettled on the banks of the Ganges, in the king— 
dom of Bengal. Their firſt factory in that king- 
dom was at the town of Hugeley, on a river of the 
ſame name, which is a branch of the Ganges, one 
hundred and ſixty miles from its mouth. The fort 
and garriſon eſtabliſhed at Calcutta was deſigned to 
afford protection to the company's veſſels coming 
down that river from Patna, laden with piece- 


* Anderſon on Commerce, Vol. II. p. 198. A remarkable inſtance 
of French arrogance was given at this time, in the iuſcription at the 
ſtern of a French firſt-rate ſhip of war, named the St. Louis, viz. 


Fe ſuis Punique de POnde 
Et = roy 43 Monde. 


Which may be thus tranſlated; 


*« J, on the ocean, am the mightieſt thing; 
« As on the land is my all-potent king.” 


g g 2 goods, 
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goods, raw ilk, and ſaltpetre, thoſe being the prin- 
cipal ſtaple commodities of Bengal. Soon after 
Calcutta had been made the mart of the Engliſh 
Bengal trade, the Dutch eſtabliſhed themſelves at 
Hugeley, where they built a noble fort and factory 
for the like trade, and alſo for Bengal ſtuffs, cal- 
licoes, cotton, and mullin, for the European mar- 
kets; as alſo for opium, ginger, long pepper, to- 
bacco, &c. for the country trade.—Such were the 
events which properly fall within the plan of this 
work to relate, that happened before the cloſe of 
the year 1690. 

William, having ſettled the affairs of the nation, 
determined to pais over into Holland; accordingly 
he ſet out for Margate on the Sth of January 1691; 
but the ſhip in which he propoſed to embark being 
detained by an eaſterly wind and hard froſt, he 


returned to Kenſington. On the 16th of the ſame 


month he embarked at Graveiend, with a nume- 


- Tous retinue, ard ſet fail for Holland, under con- 


voy of twelve ſhips of war, commanded by admi- 
ral Rocke. Next day, being informed by a fiſher- 
man that he was within a league and a half of 
Goree, he quitted his yacht, and went into an open 
boat, attended by the duke of Ormond, the earls 
of Devonſhire, Portland, and Monmouth, with 
Overkirk and Zuyleſtein. Inſtead of proceeding 
directly for ſhore, they loſt ſight cf the fleet, and 
night coming on, they found themielves expoled, 
in very ſevere weather, to the danger of the enemy, 
as well as of the ſea, which ran very high, for 
eighteen hours, during which time the king, and 
all his attendants, were drenched with ſea- water. 
When the ſailors expreſſed their apprehenſions of 
periſhing, the king aſked them, if they were afraid 
to die in his company? At day-break he landed on 
the Iſle of Goree, where he took ſome refreſhment 
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in a fiſherman's hut; then committing himſelf to 
tne boat again, he was conveyed to the ſhore in the 
neighbourhood of Maeſlandfluys, and in the even- 
ing he arrived at the Hague, where he was imme— 
diately complimented by the States-general, the 
States of Holland, the council of ſtate, rhe other 
colleges, and the foreign miniſters. He aftcr- 
wards, at the requeſt of the magiſtrates, made his 
public entry with great magnificence ; and the Dutch 
welcomed his arrival among them with bonfires, 
11uminations, and every expreflion of joy. A ſo- 
lemn congreſs of the confederated Princes Was held, 
at which the king of England was the ſoul which 
animated that vaſt body. All the princes that were 
aſſembled, agrecd to wave ceremony, and to live 
on the footing of equals. William, in this appa- 
rent equality, but real ſuperiority, enjoyed a more 
heart-felt ſatisfaction than Louis XIV. in ali his 
ſtate and affectation of pre-emineace ever expe- 
rienced, 

The king opened the congreſs with one of the 
moſt animating ſpeeches that modern ages has pro- 
duced. © The States of Iurope,” he aid, © had 
too long cheriſhed a ſpirit of diviſion, or of delay, 
and conFned their views to particular intereſt. But 
while the dangers which threatened them from 
France reminded them cf paſt errors, they pointed 
out alſo the neceſſity of amending them for the ſu— 
ture. It was not now a time to deliberate, but to 
act. Already the French king had made hirajelt 
maſter of the chief fortreſſes around his kingdom, 
which were the only barriers to his ambition; and 
if not inſtantly oppoſed, he would ſoon ſeize the 
reſt. All ought therefore to be convinced, that the 
particular intereſt of each was comprized 1n the 
general intereſt of the whole. The forces of the 
enemy were numerous, and they would bear __ 95 
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like a torrent, whatever ſtood in their way. It was 
in vain to oppoſe complaints and unprofitable pro- 
teſtations againſt injuſtice. It was not the reſolu- 
tions of dieis, nor the faith of treaties, but ſtrong 
armies, and firm union among the allies, that could 
ſtop the enemy in his courſe. With theſe they muſt 
now eſtabliſh the liberties of Europe, which the ty- 
ranny of Louis aimed at ſubverting, or ſubmit 
forever to the oppreſſor's yoke. For himſelf, he 
aſſured the aſſembled princes, he would neither 
ſpare his credit, his forces, nor his perſon; and 
would return, in the ſpring, at the head of his 
troops, to conquer or to periſh with his allies.” 

The confederates reſolved, at this congreſs, to 
bring into the field the enſuing campaign, an army 
of above two hundred thouſand men, of which the 
m_— Spain, Brandenburgh, and England, were 
to furniſh each twenty thouſand ; the Dutch thirty- 
five thouſand ; Savoy and Milan eighteen thouſand ; 
Bavaria eightcen thouſand ; Swabia and Franconia 
ren thouſand ; Wirtemburg fix thouſand ; Liege ſix 
thouſand ; Munſter ſeven thouſand ; and the princes 
of i,unenberg ſixteen thouſand“. 

Great exertions were made to prepare a large 
fleet early in the ſpring, which, united with that 
of Holland, ſhould be an overmatch for France. 
Early in May this fleet was ready to put to ſea, 
The blue ſquadron was commanded by Henry Kil- 
legrew, Eſq; as admiral ; Sir Ralph Delaval, vice- 
admiral; Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, rear-admiral, 
Admiral Ruſſel, in the Britannia, commanded the 
red ſquadron, having, for his vice and rear-admi- 
rals, Sir John Aſhby and George Rooke, Efq. 
The force of this armament was as follows: 


* Dalrymple's Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 45% 
Blue 
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Blue Squadron. Guns. Men. 
2 Firſt- rates 200 1600 
6 Second-rates 570 3960 
16 Third-rates 1090 7040 
4 Fourth-rates 200 1000 
28 2060 13600 
3 Frigates 
2 Hoſpital ſhips 
1 Yacht 
10 Fire-ſhips 
Red Squadron. Guns, Men. 
3 Firſt- rates 300 2400 
5 Second, rates 470 3300 
16 Third-rates 1090 7040 
5 Fourth: rates 250 1250 
29 2110 13999 


3 Frigates 

2 Hoſpital ſhips 
. 
10 Fire- ſhips * 


The Dutch were more tardy in furniſhing their 
ſtipulated force, and when it arrived, it is ſaid to 
have been far ſhort of that which the States had en- 
gaged to furniſhf ; but the Dutch do not admit 
this charge, for by the liſt publiſhed by the autho- 
rity of the government, the Rotterdam ſquadron 
conſiſted of eleven ſhips, from eighty to fifty guns; 
the Amſterdam of ſixteen, from ninety-two to fifty 
guns; North-Holland fent five, from eighty-ſix to 
fifty guns; Friezland fix, from ſeventy to fifty-two 


1 Campbell's Lives of the Admirals, Vol. III. p. 49. 1 Burchet's 
Nayal Hiſtery. | | 
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guns; Zealand eight, from ninety-two to fifty guns, 
In all forty-ſix capital ſhips, carrying three thouſand 
and two guns. | 

The tardineſs of the French, however, in putting 
to ſea, was greater than that of Holland: count 
Tourviile, who had the chief command, did not 
fail from the harbour of Breſt, until the middle 
of June. This officer was on board the Royal- 
Sun, the fineſt ſhip in France, which carried one 
hundred and four guns. The next to him in com- 
mand was M. Chatteau Renault, in the Royal 
Dolphin of one hundred guns; and the third was 
the marquis d'Amfreville, in the Superbe of ninety- 
eight guns, The whole confiſting of ſeventy-three 
capital ſhips, carrying one thoufand five hundred 
and forty-four guns, and twenty-nine thouſand four 
hundred and fifty men, together with twenty-one 
fire-ſhips *. The French admiral had orders to 
avoid an engagement, at the fame time a ſquadron 
was ſent under the command of the marquis de 
Neſmonde, to furnifh James's army in Ireland with 


211 ſorts of ſopplies. 


A very valuable fleet was now on their paſſage 
home from the Levant, in Which the Englith and 
Lutch were jointly concerned, and the amount of 
it wes eſtimated at four millions ſterling. The 
ſaſety of this fleet was a matter of the higheſt mo- 
ment, and the danger to which it wes expoſed from 
tlie fleet of France, led adminiſtration to inſtruct 
admiral Ruſſel to ule his utmoſt care for its preſer- 
vation. Theſe orders he executed with equal abi- 
Ii y and ſu ceſs. He tent off cruiſers from his fleet 
in every direction, to bring him the earlieſt notice 
of its approach, while he proceeded with his whole 
force towards the fourh weſtern coaſt of Ireland, 


* Marquis de Quinſey. 


He 
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He fell in with theſe merchantmen off Rinſe, and 
having convoyed them into the Channel, he ſailed 
with the combined fl:et in ſearch of the enemy, off 
Uſhant, from thence he followed them to Belleiſle, 
and proceeded caſtward, along the French coalt, 
but. without meeting with them, and in the month 
of Auguſt he failed into Plymouth. Sir Cloudeſley 
Shovel was then diſpatched to Breit, to look into 
that harbour, where he ſaw a fleet of merchantmen, 
conſiſting of forty ſail, eſcorted by three men of 
war, coming cut of port. He immediately had 
recourie to a ſtratagem, by which he hoped to draw 
the enemy within his reach. He was apprized that 
the French had received intelligence that ſome of 
their men of war had taken ſcveral Er gliſn mer- 
chant men, he therefore ordered part of his ſquadron 
to put out French colours, and the reſt to take in 
theirs. The enemy was at firit deceived by this 
appearance, but the trick was diſcovered before 
they had approached near enough to be — 
annoyed “. 

On the 25th of Auguſt, the admiral received 
orders from the admiralty board, directing him to 
put to ſea immediately, and to ſtation himſelf in 
5 manner beſt tuired to effect three grand objects; 

e firſt of which was, to meer with the grand fleet 
1 France, if it ſhould again come out, it having 
baen iailed bach into the port of Breſt; the econd, 
to ſecure the merchant-ſhipe, which were to ſail out 
of the Shannon for 1 neland ; and the laſt to pre- 
vent ſuccours being conveyed from France into 
Ireland. He was farther direct ed, to keep ſuch 
ſtation ſo long as the ſhips of the firſt and fecond 
rates could ſafely keep the ſea, and when the wea- 
ther grew tempeſtuous, they were to proceed to 
Spithead. 


* Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 442. 
Vor. II. H h h Purſuant 
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Purſuant to theſe orders, the admiral put to ſea, 
and on the 3iſt of Auguſt, made the iſland of 
Uſhanr, braving the French in their ewn harbour. 
Had they been inclined to fight, they would have 
embraced this opportunity of doing it, for they 
might have had the weather-gage on their own 
coalt ; but they choſe rather o remain ſafe in port, 
than hazard a battle even on ſuch advantegeous 
terms. On the ſecond of September, our fleet was 
overtaken by a violent ſtorm, which obliged the 
ſhips to bear away for the neareſt port, which was 
that of Plymouth, a very dangerous port in ſuch 
circumſtances. The violence of the wind and = 
hazineſs of the weather was ſuch, and the ſhi 
were ſo diſperſed, that the greateſt part of de 
were not to be ſeen, when the admiral himſelf came 
to an anchor in the Sound. The Coronation, a ſe-— 
cond rate, foundered off the Ram-head, and the 
Harwich, a third rate, ran aſhore, and was bulged. 
Thus ended the fruitleſs tranſactions of our fleet 
during the year 1691 : indeed a ſquadron of Eng- 
li and Dutch ſhips were formed, and ordered 
under the command of Sir Ralph Delaval, to ſta- 
tion berween twenty and thirty leagues ſouth-weſt: 
of Cape Clear, but it was four times driven back 
by contrary winds, ſo that this expedition produced 
2s little good as that of the grand fleet *. 

1he moſt important event of this year, was the 
entire reduction of Ireland. William had com- 
mitted the forces in that kingdom to general Gin- 
kell; with orders to make an end of the war at 
any rate ; and to enable him to do this, his army 
was furniſhed with recruits, and ſtores, and an un- 
limited pardon wes tendered, to all who would 


aſk the benefit of it. James had ſent over St. Ruth, 


„ Lediard's Naval Hiſtory, page 632. 
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a French general, who had ſignalized himſelf in 
the wars againſt the proteſtants of France, and to 
him he gave the command of the Jriſh army; but 
he, being in want of money, ſtores and proviſions, 
reſolved on a war of defence; he reinforced the 
garriſons of the flrong towns, ſituated on the Shan— 
non, and encamped his army at Athlone. 

Ginkell, having reduced Ballymore, advanced 
againſt the Iriſh army. Athlone conſiſted of two 
towns, one on the eaſtern, the other on the weſtern 
ſhore of the Shannon. The town on the hither fide 
of the river was taken ſword in hand ; and not- 
withſtanding the enemy 1n their retreat had broke 
down an arch of the bridge, which rendered it im- 


poſſible to pals over it to the oppoſite fide, yet the 


river was forded at a little diſtance, although it was 
deep and rapid, the bottom foul and ſtony, and 
the pals guarded by a baſtion, erected for that pur- 
poſe. Never was a more deiperate ſervice under- 
raken, nor was ever exploit performed with greater 
courage and intrepidity. I hey paſſed twenty a-breaſt 
in the face of the enemy, through an inceſſant 
ſhower of balls, bullets, and grenades. The Iriſh, 
appalled by ſuch boldneſs, quitted the town with 
the utmoſt precipitation; and in an hour after the 
firſt man had entered the river, the place was en- 


tirely evacuated, and in the poſſeſſion of the Eng- 


Iiſh, who performed this deſperate enterprize, with 
the loſs of no more than fifty men. 

St. Ruth was informed by expreſs that the Eng- 
lich had entered the river, but he treated it as a 
chimera, ſaying, it was impoſſible they ſhould at- 
tempt to take a town which he covered with his 
army, and that he would give a thouſand piſtoles 
they would attempt to force a paſſage. Being ſoon 
convinced of the truth of the information, he 
marched his army to the relief of the town, but 
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the cannon of their own works being turned againſt 
them, the night following he {truck his tents, and, 
marching ten miles, took poit at Agrim, whither 
Ginkell ſoon followed him. I he Iriſh army conſiſted 
of twenty-five thouſand men. The Englith were no 
more than eighteen thouſand. On the 12th of July 
a deſperate engagement was fought, where, not- 
withſtanding the ſuperiority of the Irith, both as to 
ground and numbers, their general, St. Ruth, be- 
ing killed with a cannon ball, the troops fled, and 
a dreadful carnage enſued, ſeven thouſand being 
lain in the action and purſuit, whillt this deciſive 
victory was obtained by the Engliſh with the loſs 
of only ſeven hundred men. 

The remains of the routed army retired to Li- 
merick, the only place of ſtrength in the kingdom, 
which adhered to the cauſe of James. On the 25th 
of Auguſt, Genkill fat down before the town. On 
the 4th of October following, the town capitulated. 
As it was the deſire of government, to conciliate as 
much as poſſible the attections of the Iriſh, very 
advantageous conditions were granted them. A 
general pardon was extended to all the Iriſh then 
in Ireland, who had taken up arms in the cauſe of 
James, their eſtates and effects were reſtored to 
them, and their attainders and outlawries reverſed ; 
and all ſuch as choſe to quit their country and re- 
tire to France, were freely permitted to do it, and 
themſelves and their effects conveyed thither, at 
the expence of the Engliſh government. No leſs 
than fourteen thouſand Iriſh are ſaid to have em- 
braced this opportunity, quitting, with a ſavage 
fury and joy, their native Jand, and conſenting to 
become, for ever, the ſubjects of a foreign power. 
Such was the ſubſtance of the famous treaty of Li- 
merick, which the iriſh Roman catholics conſider 
as the great charter of cheir civil and religious li- 
berties. 
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berties. A few days after the capitulation, a French 
fleet of eighteen ſhips of the line, with thirty thou- 
ſand arms, and a large ſupply of proviſions and 
ammunition, arrived upon the coaſt, to the great 
mortification of the vanquiſhed Iriſh, who would 
have been enabled, by ſuch aſliſtance, to have 
protracted the war at leaſt through another ſum- 
mer. 

Baron Ginkell, on his return to England, received 

the thanks of the houſe of commons for his great 
tervices, and was created lord Agrim and earl of 
Athlone, in commemoration of his ſervices, and 
of the places in which he had performed them. 
The capitulation of Limerick put an end to the 
Triſh war, and made king William, at length, maſter 
of his three kingdoms, 
While theſe deciſive events paſſed in Ireland, 
Louis XIV. acted on the defenſive; and no action 
of great moment happened between the confederates 
and the French. William forced Marſhall Boufflers 
to raiſe the ſiege of Liege, and on the other hand, 
when he quitted his army at the end of the cam- 
paign, the French defeated one part of it, on its 
march to Cambron ; but retired when they ſaw the 
other part come up to diſpute the victory. 

The year 1692 was lignalized by ſome very im- 
portant events. The reduction of Ireland made the 
French ſenſible, though too late, of their impolitic 
parſimony in loſing a kingdom, which had long 
kept alive their favourite ſchemes of anarchy and 
contention. During the laſt ſummer, inſtead of 
annoying others, as they were accuſtomed to do, 
they had been obliged to act merely upon the defen- 
ſive, both by ſea and land. The French ſaw Wil- 
liam relieved from the impediments, which the 
civil war of Ireland had throw: on his continental 
engagements, and the parliament had a 000 

arge 
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large ſupplies, to enable him to prolſccute the war 
with vigour, and particularly to make France and 


Europe ſenſible, that the maritime powers were ſtill 


lords of the ſea, by fitting out early ſuch a fleet as 
ſhould keep the enemies in awe, while a deſcent 
was made on the coaſt of Normandy, which inva- 
fion the king in his ſpeech to his parliament glanced 
at. The conſideration of the intrinſic weight of 
England in the ſcale of Europe, and of the dig- 
1 which the rank of king beſtowed on the prince 
of Orange, all concurred to convince Louis XIV. 
that he could not venture too much upon the 
chance of dethroning king William, and led him 
to reſolve to make one great effort for an invaſion of 
England, in favour of James. Nor were there 
wanting favourable circumſtances to encourage 
ſuch an attempt. Diſſatisfactions were viſible in 
all parts of the three kingdoms, and to ſuch as 
live under governments, where freedom of ſpeech 
is prohibited, the clamours of a few factious ſpi— 
rits are conſidered as expreſſive of the ſentiments 
of the people at large. Many officers in the army 
were diſguſted, becauſe they thought their ſervices 
overlooked and unrewarded: in the fleet many of 
the officers and ſeamen indulged a partial fondneſs 
for their former ſuperintendant, and who, whilſt in 
that ſituation, had affected to be called © the ſeaman's 
friend.” Thoſe among the Iriſh that had ſupported 
the principles of the revolution, had taken great 
offence at the conceſſions which had been made in fa- 
vour of the vanquiſhed rebels who had exerciſed ſuch 
acts of cruelty and rapine, by the treaty of Limerick. 
They complained, that they themſelves, who had 
foffered for their loyalty to king William, were 
neglected, and obliged to fit down with their loſſes; 
while their enemies, who had ſhed fo much blood 
in oppoſing his government, were indemnified by 
che 
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the articles of capitulation, and even favoured 
with particular indulgences. The Scotch were not 
in a better humour, on account of an act of great 
ſeverity which had been exerciſed upon a diſaff cted 
clan at Gleaco. In England the people grew weary 
of a continental war, which had been carried on at 
a yaſt expence ; to provide money for which, heavy 
taxes had been impoſed ; and theſe new 1mpoſts 
were rendered perpetual, by large ſums having been 
borrowed on the ſecurity of the yearly produce of 
theſe taxes. Although the liberty of England de- 
pended eventually on the reduction of the power 
of the French monarch, yet, as the Enzliſh ſaw not 


his dragoons at their doors, they believe d themſelves ' 


exempted from the effects of his power. Such 
were the diſcontents which had ſeized the three 
kingdoms ; nor was there more unanimity and cor- 
diality among thoſe who compoſed the adminiſtra- 
tion. Halifax, Godolphin, and Marlborough, 
from different cauſes, had become diſguſted with 
the king. The latter of theie had been deprived 
of his employments ſoon after he had done the 
kingdom ſuch ſignal ſervice in the reduction of 
Cork and Kinſale. This diſpleaſure of his prince 
he w-s ſuppoſed to have incurred from the intrigues 
and cabals which his wife carried on, who being 
the ſavourite and confidant of the princeſs Anne, 
had fomented a bitter enmity between that lady 
and the queen her ſiſter. Admiral Ruſſel was, 
about the ſame time, drawn into the cabal, though 
he ſeems at no time cordially to have adopted the 
ſcheme; the princeis Anne, at length, joined her- 
{elf to the diſaffected party. A large flcet, which 
was to conliſt of ſeventy-five ſhips of the line, was 
to fail from France, to countenance and ſupport 
the malecontents in England, and bring over the 
excluded monarch, 
Eu When 
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When the preparations in France were in great 
forwardneſs, James publiſhed a declaration, which 
he found means to have very generally diſperſed 
over the three kingdoms, in which he promiſed 
that he would, in caſe he was reſtored to his throne, 
confer all eccleſiaſtical preferments on members of 
the church of England ſolely; but with reſpect to 
the aſſurances he gave for ſecuring the liberties of 
the nation, his expreſſions, though plauſible, were 
vague and indefinite. With a view to entice all 
men by hopes of impunity, the declaration con- 
tained a general pardon, with a very few exceptions. 
Lord Marlborough was, at his own defire, together 
with the duke of Ormond, excepted from the par- 
don, the more effeCtually to conceal their ſecret 
connections. But the lords Godolphin, Halifax, 
Shrewſbury, and admirai Ruſſe], took not the ſame 
precautions, becauſe they had not the ſame depth 
of diſſimulation *. 

Theſe deſigns were not long unknown to kirg 
William, and imme diately every ſtep was taken to 


oppoſe and counteract them. The naval force of 


England and of Holland was collected in their re— 
ſpective ports, and cruiſers ſent out to obſerve every 
motion made in thoſe of France. All the ſhips at 
home were equipped or repaired, Five new ones, 
of the largeſt ſize, were built, and with ſo mucti 
diſpatch, that one of them, of one hundred ard 
lix guns, went to fea the tenth day after ſhe was 
launched f. The command of both navies was 
committed to admiral Ruſſel. 

Thus, during the ſpring, the three greateſt ma- 
ritime powers of the world exerted every nerve of 
naval ſtrength, and the reſt of Europe ſtood amazed, 
and anxioully expected the event of an expedition, 
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which probably would determine, in whoſe hands 
the dominion of the ſea ſhould be afterwards 
Jouged, 

Several Engliſh menen were recalled from 
Flanders, willii others, tha: had been ordered there, 
vere ſtopped on their march. 1 he militia was raiſed 
all over the kingdom; many ſuſpected perſons were 
ſccured, procla nations iflued againtt others, and 
all papiſts removed ten miles from London: a 
c imp was marked out between Petersfield and 
Portlmouth : orders were given to drive the cattle 
fiſteen miles up the country, upon the fight of a 
French fleet: Scotland was put into the belt ſtate 
of defence. Ireland alone was left to its fate, 
becauſe it was not thought advifcable to take any 
ſteps for diſarming the natives, or give any other 
I1gns of doubt about their loyalty. 

The conduct of Ruſſel in this ſeaſon of intrigue, 
was full of duplicity; nor can it be ſettled, even 
at this diſtance of time, whether he really entered 
into the views of james, or, by pretending an at- 
tachment to him, meant the more effectually to 
ſ-rve the reizning prin'e, by diſcloüng the deſigns 
that were forming agaigſt him; or that, by keeping 
fair with bot parties, he meant to ſerve himſelf, 
which ever {hovid be ſucceisful. In the correſpon- 
dence Which he held wich Ja nes, he entreated him to 
prevent the two Be ets of England and France from 
meeting, and frantiy declared, that as an officer, 
and an Eng ith nin, it behboved him to fire ugon 
the firit French (hi; that came 1n his way, even 
though he thould lee that prince humſelf upon the 
quarter deck. 

One circumſtance is extremely remarkable in the 
tranſactions which we are now relating, which is, 
that winlſt James diitruſted the fines ri of the men 
on whoſe aſſurances he proce:ded, William en- 
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ployed ſome, of whoſe inſincerity he had intelli- 
gence. ' hat the king had very good inte}ligence 
oi his father-in-law's affairs is plain, from his. be- 
haviour to lord Godolphin, after the deſigns of 
France had been fruſtrated. He vpbraided that no- 
bleman with correſponding with the late king; who 
peremptorily denied it: the king thereupon put a 
letter into his hand which Godolphin had written 
to James, and which had been ſtolen from that 
prince's cabinet; deſiring him, at the ſame time, 
to reflect upon the treachery of thoſe in whom he 
confided, and the moderation of him he meant to 
betray. This generous conduct ought to have at- 
tached the miniſter ever after to his maſter. Al- 
though Marlborough, who had been before diſmiſſed 
from his employments, was, about this time, ſent 
to the Tower, yet, not long after, he was reſtored 
to his poſts, and entruſted with very important ſer- 
vices. There 1s great reaſon to believe that rear- 
admiral Carter received private orders from the 
queen to cultivate his connections with James, in 
order to diſcover the deſigns of that prince, and by 
betraying, to diſconcert them“. 
Louis, elated with the diſſentions which pre- 
vailed in England, and which were repreſented to 
him as far more favourable to his deſigns than they 
really were, ſent orders to count 'Tourville, who 
had the command of the grand fleet at Breſt, to ſail 
immediately, before he was joined by the Toulen 
ſquadron, under count d'Eſtree, and fight the Eng- 
liſn fleet, in order to clear the way for the tranſ- 
ports which were to follow him. There were then 
two conſiderable Engliſh ſquadrons at ſea; one un- 
der the command of vir Nalph Delaval, who was 
employed to eſcort a fleet of merchantmen home 
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from the Mediterranean; the other under rear-ad- 
miral Carter, which lay between the Ifle of Jerſey 
and the French coaſt. The Dutch fleet was ſtill in 
harbour, and Ruflel, with the great body of the 
Engliſh fleet, {till lay in the river. 'Tourville made 
repeated efforts to ſail out of Breſt, but was as 
often driven back. Ruſſel was indefatigable in 
forming a junction of the whole ſtrength of both 
States. He therefore plyed it down through the 
ſands with a very ſcanty wind, contrary to the opi— 
nion of many of his officers, and-all the pilots, who 
were againſt hazarding ſo great a fleet in ſo dan- 
gerous an attempt; and yct, to this bold ſtroke of 
the admiral, was owing all his following ſucceſs, 
On the 8th of May the fleet anchored ſafe of Rye; 
proceeding from thence to St. Helens, he was there 
Joined, on the 13th, by Sir Ralph Delaval and rear- 
admiral Carter, with their ſquadrons. The Dutch 
fleet coming up ſoon after, the important junction 
was happily effected, whereupon James's agents in 
England ſent notice of this event to the French 
court, and orders were deſpatched from Paris to 
countermand 'L ourville's ſailing. But theſe orders 
came too late, the fleet had already quitted the har- 
bour, ahd were ſtretched out to ſea. 

The combined fleets of England and Holland 
formed a naval force greater than had ever covered 
the ocean; but it was much ſuſpected in England, 
that ſeveral of the officers were diſaffected, and 
meant to beiray the cauſe which they profeſſed to 
defend. The queen, who was then regent, di- 
rected lord Nottingham to write to the admiral to 
aſſure him, that the queen would change none of 
her officers, and that the imputed the reports that 
had been raiſed againſt them, to the contrivance 
of her and their enemies. Upon this the flag 
officers and captains ſigned a very dutiful and loyal 
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aadreſs, dated from on board the Pritannia at 
St. Helens, May 15, which was preſented by the 
lords of the admiraky to the queen, and inſerted in 
the Gazette, with this judicious and gracious an- 
ſwer. ©] always had ſuch an opinion of the com- 
manders, but 1 am glad this is come to ſatisfy 
others*.” The queen took another prudent ſtep : 
initead of prohibiting James's declaration being 
read, ſhe ordered it to be publiſhed, with an anſwer 
to it, which was drawn up by | loyd, one of the 
ſeven biſhops that had been ſent to the Tower: 
thereby ſubmitting her title to the reaſon of her 
ſubjects, inſtead of appearing averſe to having the 
point canvaſſed. 

On the 18th of May, 1692, the combined fleets 
failed. The French flcet, of about fifty ſhips of the 
line, was at that time at ſca in queſt of the Engliſh, 
and was d*{cried next day, at three o'clock in che 
morning, about ſeven leagues from Barfleur. As the 
French were many leagues to the windward, they 
might eaſily have avoided an engagement; and all 
the flag-officers adviſed Fourville to retire: but he 
ruſhed on. Ruſſel's motions filled him for ſome 
lime with hopes: for Kuffel's Rect was not in order 
until eight o'ciock ; he lay by with his fore top-ſail 
to the maſt until twelve o'ciock, and allowed the 
enemy to come within halt a n:uiket-ſhot of him, 
before he flung out the bloody flag. During this 
interval, the bold advance of I ourville, with 0 
unequal a force, together with the rardineſs of 
Ruilel, raiſed doubts and anxicties in many of the 
Engliſh captains: they looked around, to fee when 
their own officers were to rifc vp againſt them, or 
when the ſhips next to theirs were to quit the line, 
and ſail over to their enemies. 


Gazette, No. 2767. 
Tourviile, 


2 N 5 _—_ * Ea ee ö 
n nr 


N 
2 5 
7 
by q 
E = 
* 
Fe 
tu 
2 
* jo 
4 
15 
+ 
* 
* {3 
2 
BY 
5 


F 


. 


. 


ä 
n 


OA PI LIT OI, TO ROI tO ITT OO A eg 
n i " * * , * a 


2 * 
* F<. 


1 „ 
1 


e 


e 


v 
3 
. 
Ti 
"©. 
I'S 
Ede” 
85 
2 
Ee 
35 
| > Was 
8 
.. 
= - 
3 
FR 4 
NY 
* 
oF. 
al T: 
4 - 
. 
* 
1 
25 
» 
- 
* 
- 
SE, 
wy 4 
8; 
3 
7 
* 
wo 
1 
* 
* 
x 
2 
70 
= 
_ 
vi 
1 
525 
1 
PA 
7 
4 
% 
ay 
* 
was 
ws 
75 
1 
4 f 
2 1 
»— RE 
© 
F 
1 
* 
ra 
* 
x 
n 0p 
KS, 
8 
FF 
ak 
bs 4 
1 
N 
4 
fs 
2 
* 
75 
*%,F 
1 
Y 
3 
1 
* 


be 
= 


CAP. I.] or GREAT BRITAIN. 437 


Tourville, who was in the Royal Sun, carrying 
one hundred and four guns, the fineſt ſhip in Eu- 
rope, palling all the Dutch and Engliſh ſhips which 
he found in his way, ſingled out Ruſſel, and bore 
Fon upon him. But, by the reception which he 
got, he was foon convinced of his miſtake, in think- 
Tg that an Engliſh admiral could, in conliders- 
ton of any interelt upon carth, ſtrike to a French 
one. Yet, though conſcious of the Aer oe of 
his fleet, he was aſhamed to abandon a ſituation 
Which his oficers had in vain «adviſed him to avoid. 
And the reſt of the admira's, and the captains, diſ- 
daining to abandon their commander, joineq 1 in the 
action as faſt as they came up, and maintained it, not 
ſo much hoping to gain honour, as ſtriving to lo e as 
licile as they could. The engagement between the 
two admirals fh:ps laſted an hour and an half, and 
then 1 ourviile was rowed off, being obliged to re- 
tire by the damage which he had ſuſtained in his 
rigging ; but hve French ſhips inſtantly cloſed in, 
and ſaved him. The battle, in the mean time, 
went on, in different parts, with uncertain ſucceſs, 
from the vaſt number of the ſhips engaged, which 
ſometimes gave aid to the diſtreiſed, and, at other 
times, ſnatched victory from thoſe w ho thought they 
were ſure of it. Alemond, the Dutch admiral, 
vho was in the van, and had received orders to get 
round the French ſleet, in order that no part of it 
might eſcape, attempted in vain to obey; and a 
thick fog, at four o'clock in the afternoon, lepa- 
rated the combatants from the view of each other. 
In about two hours the fog cleared up. It was then 
obſerved, that 'l ourville, inſtcad of repairing his 
rigging, had withdrawn to the rear, and that the 
French line was broke in many other places. Rul- 
jel, certain that lourviile would not have retired, 
unleſs j it had been relolved that his fleet was to fly, 

made 
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made a ſignal to chace from all quarters, without 
any regard to order. In one of the engagements 
during this chace, rear-admiral Carter was killed, 
giving orders, with his laſt breath, to the officer 
next in command, to fight the ſhip as long as ſhe 
could ſwim: a proof either that his correſpondence 
with James had been maintained with a view to 
deceive him, or that the laſt paſſion in an k ngliſh- 
man's breaſt is the love of his country. The run- 
ning engagement of the afternoon was, like the re- 
gular one of the forcnoon, interrupted by a fog, 
and afterwards by a calm, and in the end it was 
cloſed by darknels. 

During the night, the two fleets off the ſhallow 
coaſt of France anchorcd clole to each other; yet 
the impetuolity of ſome Engliſh officers carried 
their ſhips through the French fleet, and Sir Clou- 
deſley Shovel, with his diviſion, had got between 
Tourville's ſquadron, and the reſt of the French 
fleet: fo that the ſhips of the three nations lay in 
termingled with each other during the night, wait- 
ing for the morning with impatience, uncertain 
whether they were among{t friends or foes, and 
judging of their diſtances from other ſhips, only by 
the ſignals of diſtreſs which they heard, or the 
flames of the ſhips which were on fire. 

The arrival of the morning brought a renewal 
of the chace. But the French fleet was now re- 
duced to thirty-four ſhips; four having taken fire in 
the engagement, ſome being blown up during the 
night, and the reſt having eſcaped. 1 his day was 
Genalized by no engagement, but by a ſpectacle 
far more 1mportant, that of the Engliſh fleet driving 
the French one, along their own coaſts, and in the 
ſight of innumerable” crouds of their countrymen 
upon the ſhores. The French, in their flight, were 
met by a freſh ſquadron 8 ſixteen ſhips, which 

were 
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were coming to join them“: but theſe ſhips, per- 
ceiving the fate of their friends. turned to flight, 
and ſhared in that diſgrace which they could not 
avert. Fogs, calms, ride s, and the veering of winds, 
ſaved France from the vengeance' of England and 
Holland for one day. 

Upon the third day, Tourville's ſhip, the Royal 
Sun, with his two ſeconds, one of ninety, and the 
other of eighty-four guns, together with ſome fri- 
gates, took refuge upon the coaſt, near Cherburg, 
and eighteen more ot the largeſt ſhips followed 
their examole, near La Hogue; the reſt being more 
tortunate, drove through "the race of Alderney. 
BUILL ordered the main body of the fleet, under 

Sir John Aſhby, to purlue that of the enemy; he left 
Sir Ralph Delavaile, with one ſquadron, to deſtroy 
the ſhips at Cherburg; and ſtationed himſelf, with 
another, to confine thoſe which were at La tiogue. 
As the art of failing was not fo much improved 
then, as it has been fince, Aſhby durit not puiſue 
enemies who pointed him the way through a paſſage, 
which F another admirai, with a {quad ron, and a 
great fcer of tranſports „went througn, in our time 
with caſe, and without the flying tails of an enemy 
to direct him. But Delavalle, next day, burat the 
three ſhips, together wich the frigates, at Cher- 
burg. 

And now, upon the fiſth day, ſome of Delavalle's 
ſhips having advanced, and ſome of Aſnby's having 
returned to join Kuſle!'s ſquadron, Ruſſel made pre- 
parations to deſtroy ihe envin,y's ſhips at La Hogue, 
which were now reduced to thirteen, five of th-m 
having, the day before, in tte hurry and confuſion, 
made their eſcape ecaltward. Ihe French had em- 

Gazette, 23d of May, 1632. 7 Commodore Howe, (now lord 


Howe) hen convoying the trovps commanded by the duke of Ma. 1- 
borough, in the expectition againſt St. Maloes, Junc 1753. 


pluyed 
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ployed all the interval of time, which Ruſſel had 
left them ſince their ſhips had taken refuge, in 
making proviſions to defend them. Ihe ſhips 
themſelves were drawn up as far upon the ſhallows, 
as tides and cables could bring them: they were 
covered with the forts Le Liſſet and De La Hogue ; 
platforms were raiſed on ſhore, and planted wil 
all the artillery of the army; numbers of chaloups, 
filled with officers and men, lined the ſhoals; be- 
hind ſtood ail the French army ready drawn up ; 
and, upon a height between the ſhips and the army, 
king James, the duke of Berwick, mariſchal Belle- 
ris. Tourville, and other great land and {ea- 
officers, placed themſelves to behold the action, 
and to give their orders. All precautions were 
taken, except one which James had ſuggeſted, and 

which was the beſt: for when he ſaw the French 
feamen diſheartened by defeat, flight, purſuit, and 
the neceſſity of taking refuge, he forcto!d, that no 
good could be expected from them; and adviſed, 
but in vain, that a number of the regiments, and 
of the artillery-men, ſhould be put on board the 
ſhips, where they could fight with the ſame ſteadi- 
nels, as if they had bcen in Jand-caſtles, becauſe 
the ſhips were aground. 

Ruſiel gave the charge of the attack to vice-ad- 
miral Rooke; who advanced with ſeveral men of 
war, frigates, and fire ſhips, together with all the 
boats of the flect. But he ſoon found, that the 
men of war could not get wl.hin reach; that the 
frigates could only advance fo far as to cover the 
attack; and that the whole ſervice depended upon 
the boats. In this ſituation he gave only a general 
order for the boats to advance, ſurround the enemy's 
ſhips, and board or burn where they beſt could ; 
leaving all the reſt to the ſpirit of the ſeamen. Ihe 


amen frove with each other, whoſe barge ſhouid 
be 
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be foremoſt, and ſingled out the particular ſhips 
they were to attack, according to their fancy, and 
{ſometimes as a merry mood directed them. They 
made uſe of their oars alone as they advanced, 
without firing upon the platforms, the chaloups, 
or the veſſels aground : ſo ſoon as they got to the 
_ ſides of theſhips, throwing away their muſquets, they 
gave three huzzas, and ſcrambled up the heights 
above them with their cutlaſſes in their hands, and 
many without any arms at all. Some cut the rig- 
ging; others ſet fire to the veſſel; others pointed 
the guns of the ſhips againſt their own chaloups, 
platforms and forts. Few aſſaulted the mariners 
within, becauſe they accounted the ſhips to be their 
only foes. From this circumſtance, the French ma- 
riners often went off undiſturbed in their boats, 
from one ſide of a French ſhip, while the Engliſh 
had entered, and were deſtroying 1t upon the other. 
But at laſt, tired with doing mitchief in detail, the 
aſſailants all joined together ro burn the enemies 
ſhips; and having ſet fire to them, deſcended, with 
the ſame huzzas with which they had boarded. In 
this way they burnt ſix the firſt day. The reſt, to- 
gether with a great number of tranſports, and am- 
munition ſhips, ſhared the ſame fate the next morn- 
ing; the enemies making little reſiſtance, becauſe 
they ſaw it was fruitleſs. Few priſoners were taken ; 
for the officers were poſſeſſed with the idea of the 
ſeamen, that the deſtruction of the ſhips was their 
only object; and ſome of them even made apolo- 
gies to government“ for having incumbered them- 
telves with priſoners. 

Ruſſel ordered ſolemn prayers and a thankſgiving, 
through all his fleet, for the victory, In England, 
a prelent of thirty thouſand pounds was given by 


* Sir Ralph Delayalle's letter in Gazette, May 23, 1692. 
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the queen to the ſeamen, and public funerals were 
beſtowed on thoſe officers whoſe bodies were brought 
on ſhore, particularly rear-admiral Carter, and cap- 
tain Haſtings, of the Sandwich. In France, 
James ſlowly and fadly returned to bury the re— 
membrance of his greatneſs in the convent of La- 
Trappe. All his attempts, and thoſe of his family 


afterwards, to recover the throne of their anceſtors, 


were either diſappointed by the inſincerity of French 

friendſhip, or were the mere efforts of deſpair *. 

The force of the reſpective fleets, in this moſt 
important action, was as follows: 


The RZ D SGU ADR O M. 


Rates. Men. Guns. 
5 Firſt 3835 500 
3 Second 1800 270 

16 Third 6400 1106 
7 Fourth 1860 350 


31 13895 2220 
The Right Hon. Edward Ruſſel, Eſq. admiral. 
Sir Ralph Delaval, vice-admiral. 

Sir Cloudefley Shovel, rear-admiral. 


The BL uE SQUADR ON. 


Rates. Men. Guns. 
1 Firſt 780 100 
7. Second. 4655 636 
18 1hird 7740 1270 
6 Fourth I $00 304 
32 14675 2310 


Sir John Aſhby, admiral, 
George Rooke, Eſq; vice-admiral. 
Richard Carter, Eſq; rear-admiral. 


* Dalrymplc's Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 503, & ſeq. 
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The DUTCH SeCUuADROK: 


Rates. Men. Guns, 
9 Firſt 4515 796 
10 Second 3766 772 
9 Third 2925 640 
8 Fourth i845 406 
36 13081 2614 


Admiral Allemonde. 
Vice-admiral Schoutby Nacht. 


The FRA W en FL Ir. 
The V. ax ne 
Cung, 


26 Ships from go to 6o guns — 1884. 


The CENTRE 


25 Ships, from 104 to 54 guns — 1826 
And 8 fire-ſhips. 


ge Wo WWW 
12 Ships, from 94 to 54 guns — 774 


— , -— —- 


4484 * 


Admiral Ruſſel had therefore 99 ſhips of the line 
under his command, and count Tourville but 63, 
many of which were detached at the time of the 
action; ſo that not more than 44 are ſuppoſed to 
have borne down to engage. 

Although the confederate fleet was conſiderably 
ſtronger than the French, yet the latter were, in 
fact, beaten by an inferior number; for the calm, 
and hazineſs of the weather, prevented many of the 
Dutch ſhips, and of the Blue ſquadron, from taking 
a part in the action: ſo that it is highly probable, 
if the weather had been clear, and a briſk gale of 
K Kk K 2 wind 
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wind had blown, not one French ſhip would have 
eſcaped. As it was, the defeat was one of the moſt 
ſignal that ever happened at ſea. Beſides the Royal 
Sun, of one hundred and four guns; the French 
loſt another ſhip of one hundred guns; one of ninety, 
two of eighty, four of e en ſeventy- ſix, or 
ſeventy- eight; four of ſixty, one of fifty- four, and 
one of fifty-cight: in all, fifteen ſhips of the line. 
If, after all, Sir John Aſhby could have reached 
thoſe that took ſhelter in St. Maloes, it would have 
been a great addition to the glory of the enter- 
rize. 

When the deſtruction of the French men of war 
at La Hogue was fully accompliſhed, and the reſt of 
the fleet had eſcaped either to the eaſtward or the 
weſtward, admiral Ruſſel brought the grand fleet 
back to St. Helens, to repair the damage it had 
ſuſtained ; but, at the fame time he left Sir John 
Aſhby, with twelve Engliſh ſhips of war, and three 
fire-ſhips, in conjunction with a Dutch ſquadron of 
like force, commanded by vice-admiral Callemberg, 
to proceed to Havre-de-Grace, and attempt the de- 
ſtruction of ſuch French ſhips as had taken ſhelter 
there. But they found them too well ſecured to 
give them any annoyance ; and ſuch tempeſtuous 
weather preſently ſucceeded the action, as diſabled 
the ſhips from undertaking any thing * The mo- 
tive for Ruſſel's immediate return into port was, to 
furniſh the fleet with freſh ſupplies of ammunition 
and proviſion, and to take on board a number of 
troops which had been marched down to the ſea- 
ſhore, in order to make a deſcent on the coaſt of 
France, which had been projected by England and 
Holland, with a view to alarm and diſtract the 
enemy in their own dominions. Soon after his 


* Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 469, 470. 
return 
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return he was informed, by a letter from the earl of 
Nottingham, ſecretary of ſtate, that no plan was 
abſolutely formed for the deſtination of the troops, 
but that it was left to be ſett ed by a general coun- 
cil of land and ſea-officers, when the fleet and the 
tranſports ſhould be joined. The reaſon of which, 
according to Dr. Campbell, was, that the miniſters 
were unwilling to take upon themſelves the direc- 
tion of an expedition, which they were apprehenſive 
would miſcarry, but were willing to refer it to the 
land and ſea-officers, that they alone might remain 
accountable for whatever might happen“. A coun- 
cil of land and ſea-officers being held on board the 
Breda, to deliberate on this deſign, it was unani- 
mouſly agreed, that the ſeaſon was too far advanced 
to put it in execution. Notwithſtanding, the ad- 
miral detached Sir John Aſhby with a ſquadron, to 
intercept the remains of the French fleet in their 
paſſage from St. Maloes to Breſt, while he himſelf 
ſet ſail for La Hogue with the reſt of the fleet and 
tranſports; but in a few days the wind ſhifting, he 
was obliged to return to St. Helens, 

The queen hereupon ſent the marquis of Car- 
marthen, lord-preſident of the council, the earls of 
Devonſhire, Dorlet, Nottingham and Rocheſter, 
together with the lords Sidney and Cornwallis, to 
enquire into the cauſe of their return, and to expe- 

dite another embarkation. The admiral clearly 
proved the impracticability of making a deſcent on 
the coaſt of France at that ſeaſon of the year; the 
deſign therefore was laid aſide, and the troops were 
tranſported to Flanders. The higher the hopes of 
the nation had been raiſed by this armament, the 
deeper they felt their diſappointment. The people 
complained that they were plundered and abuſed. 


* Lives of the Admirals, Vol. III. p. 76. 
The 
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The Dutch ſcrupled not to exclaim againſt the 
treachery of the king's counſellors, and to affirm, 
that every thing that was tranſacted at London, was 
ſo ſpeedily communicated to the French court, that 
it was in vain to hope any ſucceſs from deſigns con- 
certed there. Some politicians indeed, thought 
they ſaw the intention of the armament fully an- 
ſwered, and that king William only meant thereby 
to alarm the French, and oblige them to keep great 
bodies of men conſcantly along their coaſts, and to 
be at a vaſt expence in watching the motions of this 
ſmall body of troops, thereby reducing the force 
which they employed in Flanders. 

Another cauſe of national diſcontent proceeded 
from the numerous captures which were made of 
the Engliſh merchant-ſhips by French privateers ; 
and what tended much to aggrayate theſe loſſes, the 
trade had ſuffered much more after the defeat of 
the French fleet off La Hogue, than when they were 
rivals on the ocean; which aroſe from the ſeamen 
being diſmiiſed the king's ſervice, and ſerving on 
board privateers, which being diſperſed over differ- 
ent parts of the Channel, made prize of whatever 
merchantmen came in their way. Art the ſame time 
the grand fleet of England being collected together, 
the admiralty were not able to ſend out frigates to 
cruiſe at proper ſtations, for the protection of trade, 
or to provide it with proper convoys. 

The moſt important event on the Continent, 
during the campaign of 1692, was the taking of Na- 
mur, which Louis made himſelf maſter of *, not- 
withſtanding king William was at the head of an 
army, nearly equal in number to that of France, 
and within cannon-ſhot of the beſiegers. This 
lignal ſucceſs of the French army was owing to the 

* June, 1692, 
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maſterly diſpoſitions of the marſhal duke of ux- 
emburg, who commanded. Soon after was fo 1ght 
the battle of Steenkirk, in which the Engliſh troops: 
acquired great honour by their intrepid bravery, 
but being ill ſupported, were at length obliged to 
give way. Though the French reaped no ſolid 
advantage from this victory, yet it excited tumul- 
tuous joy in Paris. All the faſhionable ornaments 
of both ſexes received the name of Steenkirks ; all 
the new trinkets were made à la Steenterque; and 
every individual, who had been perſonally engaged 
in the action, was received every where with the 
higheſt mark of favour “. 

William, though frequently unſucceſsful, had a 
genius ſo fruitful in reſources, that he often drew 
more advantage from a defeat, than the French did 
from their victories. The French miniſtry how- 
ever did not entirely depend on the fortune of war 
for the execution of their revenge againſt kin 
William; they likewiſe employed aſſaſſins to de- 
prive him of life, in the moſt treacherous manner. 
One Dumont undertook to perpetrate this act of 
baſeneſs. Monſieur de Maintenon, and Paparel, 
paymaſter to the French army, encouraged the 
ſcheme. Nor were theſe attempts entirely diſagree- 
able to the temper of James, who 1s charged with 
having approved the undertaking. The aſſaſſin, to 
accompliſh his deſign, inliſted in the confederate 
army, in order to ſhoot the king of England 
when he ſhould ride out to viſit the lines, while a 
party of horſe from the French camp was to ruſh 
forward to the reſcue of Dumont, as ſoon as he had 
effected his purpoſe. This man was ſutfhciently 
abandoned to form ſuch a ſcheme, but wanted that 
conſummate degree of villany which was neceflary 


* Veltaire's Age of Louis XIV, Vol. I. p. 220. 
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to execute it; he was betrayed by his own fears, 


and having confeſſed his guilt, ſuffered death as a 


traitor. 

About this time the duke of Leinſter arrived at 
Oſtend with the troops that had embarked at 
St. Helens. He was furniſhed with cannon ſent 
down the Meuſe from Maeſtricht; he was reinforced 
by a large detachment from the king's camp at 
Gramont, under the command of general 1 olle- 
mache; he took poſſeſſion of Furnes, was joined by 
the earl of Portland and Mr. D'Auverquerque, and 
a diſpoſition was made for inveſting Dunkirk ; but, 
on farther deliberation, the enterpriſe was thought 
very dangerous, and therefore laid aſide. Furnes 
and Dixmuyde, lately reduced by brigadier Ram- 
ſay, were ſtrengthened with new works, and ſe- 
cured with ſtrong garriſons. The cannon were 
fent back, and the troops returning to Oſtend, re- 
embarked for England. This fruitleſs expedition, 
added to the inglorious iſſue of the campaign, in- 
creaſed the ill- humour of the Britiſh nation “. 

King William returned to England on the 18th 
of October, and on the 4th of November opened 


the ſeſſion of parliament by a ſpeech, in which he 


took notice of the ſignal victory obtained over the 
French at ſea, and lamented the ſubſequent diſap- 
pointments, as well as the bad ſucceſs of the cam- 
Paign by land. Neither the houſe of peers, nor the 
houſe of commons, aſſembled in a good humour ; 
however, one of the earlieſt proceedings of the 
latter was, to paſs a vote of thanks to admiral Ruſ- 
fel, his officers, and ſeamen, for the victory they 
had obtained. They then proceeded to enquire 
why that victory had not been purſued ? why the 
deſcent had not been made? and why the trade had 


® £molIctt's Hiſtory of England, Vol, VIII. p. 457. 
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not been better protected from the enemies cruiſers? 
The admiral having exculpated himſelf, they peti- 
tioned the king, to give directions, for the lords of 
the admiralty to produce copies of all the letters 
and orders which had been ſen: to the admiral: 
they ordered Ruſſel to lay before them his anſwers, 
and the commiſſioners of the tranſports, victuallers, 
and office of ordnance, ro deliver in an :iccount of 
their proceedings. Ruſſel acquitted himſelf to the 
ſatisfaction of the houſe, and ſhifred the blame of 
the miſcarriage upon his enemy the earl of Not- 
tingham, by declaring, that twenty days had 
elapſed between his firit letter to that nobleman, 
and his lordſhip's anſwer. The cearl's friends, of 
whom there were a great number in the houſe, eſ- 
pouſed his cauſe with great vigour, and even recri- 
minated upon Ruſſel, ſo that a very violent debate 
enſued. Both parties agreed, that there had been 
miſmanagement in the ſcheme of a deſcent. Ir 
was moved, that one caule of the miſcarriage was 
the want of giving timely and neceſſary orders, by 
thoſe to whom the management of the affair was 
committed; the houſe divided, and it was carried 
in the affirmative by one voice only. Then Sir 
John Aſhby was examined, as to his failure in exe- 
cuting the orders which he received to deſtroy the 
French ſhips which got into St. Maloes. On 
this head Sir John vindicated himſelf to the 
ſatisfaction of the houſe, and fat the whole mat- 
ter in ſo clear a light, that the ſpeaker, by or- 
der of the houſe, took notice of his ingenuous 
behaviour at the bar, and he was dilmiſſed 
from farther attendance. Then the lords reſolved 
to enquire into the miſcarriage of the purpoſed 
deſcent, and called for all the papers relating to 
that affair; but the aim of the majority was not fo 
much to rectify the errors of the government, as to 

Vol II. L 11 ſcreen 
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ſcreen Nottingham, and cenſure Ruſſel. That no- 
bleman produced his own book of entries, together 
with the whole correſpondence between him and 
the admiral, whom he verbally charged with hav- 
ing contributed to the miſcarriage of the expedition. 
This affair was referred to a committee. Sir John 
Aſhby was examined. The houſe directed the earl 
to draw up the ſubſtance of his charge, and theſe 
papers were afterwards delivered to a committee of 
the commons, at a conference, by the lord-preſi- 
dent, and the reſt of the committee above. They 
were offered for the inſpection of the commons, as 
they concerned ſome members of that houſe, by 
whom they might be informed more fully of the 
particulars they contained. At another conference 
which the commons demanded, their committee 
declared, in the name of the houſe, that they had 
read and well conſidered the papers, which their 
lor:ifhips had ſent them, and which they now re- 
turned: that finding Mr. Ruſſel, one of their mem 
bers, often mentioned in the ſaid papers, they had 
unanimouſly reſolved, that admiral Ruſſel, in his 
command of the fleets, during the laſt ſummer's 
expedition, had behaved with fidelity, courage, and 
conduct. The lords, irritated ai this reſolution, 
and diſappointed in their reſentment againſt Ruſſel, 
deſired a fice conference between the commitiees of 
both houſes, in which the earl of Rocheſter told 
the commons, he was commanded by the houſe of 
lords 10 inform them that their lordſhips looked 
upon the late vote and proceedings of the lower 
houſe in returning their papers, to be irregular and 
unparliamentary, as they had not communicated 
to their lordſhips the lights they had received, and 
the reaſons upon which their vote was founded. A 
paper to the ſame purpoſe was delivered to colonel] 
Granville, who promited to preſent it to the com- 

| mons, 


Cup. I. or GREAT BRITAIN, 431 


mons, and make a faithful report of what his lord- 
ſhip had ſaid. Thus the conference ended, and the 
enquiry was diſcontinued. 

The lower houſe ſeemed to be as much exaſpe- 
rated againſt the earl of Nottingham, as the lords 
were incenſed at Ruſſel. A motion was made, that 
his majeſty ſhould be adviſed to appoint ſuch com- 
miſſioners of the board of admiralty, as were of 
known experience in maritime affairs. Although 
this was overruled, they voted an addreſs to the 
king, praying, that for the future, all orders for 
the management of the fleet, might paſs through 
the hands of the ſaid commiſſioners ; a proteſt, by 
implication, againſt the conduct of the ſecretary. 
The conſideration of ways and means was the next 
object that engroſſed the attention of the lower 
houſe ; they reſolved that a rate of four ſhiliings 
in the pound for one year, ſhould be charged upon 
all lands, according to their yearly value; as alſo 
upon all perſonal eſtates, and upon all offices and 
employments of profit, other than military officers 
in the army or navy. The act founded on this re- 
folution, empowered the king to borrow money on 
the credit of it, at ſeven per cent. They farther 
enabled him to raiſe one million on the general 
credit of the exchequer, by granting annuities : 
they laid ſeveral new duties on a variety of impoſts: 
they renewed the laſt quarterly poll, providing, 
that in caſe it did not produce three hundred thou- 
ſand pounds, the deficiency might be made up by 
borrowing on the general credit of the exchequer : 
they continued the impoſitions on wine, vinegar, 
tobacco, and ſugar, for five years; and thoſe on 
Eaſt-India goods for four years : they laid a new 
impoſition of eight per cent. on the capital ſtock of 
the Eaſt- India Company, eſtimated at ſeven hundred 


and forty-four thouſand pounds; of one per cent. 
L112 on 
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on the African; of five pounds on every ſhare & 
the ſtock belonging to the Hudſon's Bay Company 

and they empowered his majeſty to borrow five 
hundred thouſand pounds on theſe funds, which 
were expreſsly eſtabliſhed for maintaining the war 
with vigour. 

No ſooner were the ſupplies voted, than eve 
exertion was made to prepare a formidable fleet 
early in the ſeaſon. In the month of January, 1693, 
admiral Ruſſel was diveſted of his command; but 
ro qualify this ſtep, he was appointed treaſurer of the 
houſehold. This plainly evinced the triumph of 
the ſecretary, Nottingham, over the commander in 
chief. The command of the fleet was veſted in the 
hands of the admirals Killegrew, Delaval, and 
Shovel. Rooke was created vice-admiral of the 
red, and Aylmer rear-admiral of the ſame diviſion ; 
lord Berkley was vice-admiral of the blue, and 
Mitchell his rear-admiral. The king, to conciliate 
the affections of the officers and ſeamen, went down 
to Portſmouth, where he carefully inſpected, not 
only the fortifications of the place, but the condi- 
tion of the ſhips which lay there. Whilſt on board 


admiral Rooke's ſhip, he conferred the honour of 


knighthood on that officer. Leaving the queen 
regent during his abſence, he ſoon after embarked 
for Flanders. 

The firſt object with the combined fleets of Eng- 
land and Holland, was to block up the French in 
their ports, particularly in Breſt, and thereby re- 
move the annoyance which the commerce of both 
countries had ſuftered from the privateers of France ; 
but a fatal incapacity, or rather a deſtructive ſpirit 
of diſaffection, pervaded the operations of the 
council, and of the admiralty-board. It is even 
faid, that Killegrew and Delaval were too much in 


the intereſt of James, to give an energy to the ope- 


rations 
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rations at ſea*; and Shovel, though well affected 
to the government, could not act in oppoſition to 
his two colleagues. | 

Such were the delays in getting to ſea, that the 
French navy had failed from their harbours before 
the Engliſh had quitted theirs ; ſo that the meaſures 
which had been planned were entirely fruſtra:ed. 
It was not until the middle of May, that the Fng- 
Iiſh fleet aſſembled at St. Helens, and took on board 
five regiments, which were intended for a delcent 
in France, When the Engliſh and Dutch ſquadrons 
Joined, they compoſed a fleet of eighty-three ſhips 
of the line; of which fifry-one ſhips were furniſhed 
by England, but theſe were feebly manned, and ill 
provided with neceſſaries and proviſions ; the States 
tent out thirty-two ſhips of the line f. 

The French had made vaſt preparations in all 
their ports, and had laboured, by well-directed ef- 
forts, to repair the damage which their navy had 
ſuſtained; they bought and armed all the large 
merchantmen 1n every port in the kingdom, there- 
by converting them into ſhips of war. An embargo 
was laid on all the ſhipping in France, until the 
royal fleet was manned, To animate the officers 
and ſeamen, Lovis made a grand naval promotion ; 
and the whole naval force of France conſiſted of 
ſeventy-one capital ſhips, 'beſides bomb-ketches, 
fire-thips, and tenders. Whilſt it was generally 
believed, that with this force the French king medi- 
rated ſome freſh attempt to reſtore the exiled mo- 
narch, his views were really directed to intercept a 
very valuable fleet of merchantmen, bound from 
the ports of England and Holland for the Le- 
vant. Four hundred ſhips, conſiſting of Engliſh, 
Dutch, and Hamburghers, bound for the Straits, 


* Burnet's own Times, + Campbell's Lives of the Admirals, 
Vs), III. P. $9. 
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lay waiting for a convoy in May. On the 19th 
of that month, orders were ſent from the Admi- 
ralty, for the whole grand fleet to convoy thoſe 
ſhips as far as might be found requiſite. The three 
admirals had agreed, that Sir George Rooke ſhould 
command a ſquadron of twenty-three men of war, 
Engliſh and Dutch, to eſcort the trade through the 
Straits, and along the Mediterranean, after the main 
fleet ſhould leave it. 

Though the miniſtry had received no certain in- 
telligence concerning the motions of the French, 
the fleet under count Tourville had actually failed 
from Breſt the 16thof May. It proceeded towards 
the Straits to join the ſquadron expected from 
Toulon, under D'Eſtrees. On the 28th of the 
ſame month, this armament put into Lagos' Bay. 
Whilſt it lay there, Rooke, with his ſquadron, 
and the fleet under his convoy, appeared, the grand 
fleet having ſhamefully left him and the wealth 
which he eſcoried, on the 6th of June, about fifty 
leagues W S. W. of Uſhant, to fall a prey to 
the {uper:: r ſtrength of France. Rooke, deceived 
by falſe intelligence of the ſtrength of the enemy, 
Prepared to engage, but ſoon perceiving his miſ- 
take, he ſtood out to ſea; at the ſame time ſending 
orders to the merchantmen that were near ſhore, 
to put into the neighbouring ports of Faro, St. 
Lucar, and Cadiz. About lix in he evening, ten 
fail of the enemy's fleet, having on board their ad- 
miral and vice-admiral, came up with two of the 
ſternmoſt ſhips, which were Dutch men of war, 
commanded by the captains Schryver and Vander- 
Poel; who finding themſcives under the wind, and 
thereby cut off from all cſcape, tacked in for the 
ſhore, and thus, by dividing the attention of the 
enemy, gave many ſhips an opportunity of eſcap- 
ing. 'The Dutch captains, when attacked, made - 

mo 
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moſt deſperate defence, but were at laſt overpow- 
ered by numbers and taken. An Engliſh ſhip of 
war, and a rich pinnace, were burnt, twenty- nine 
merchaat ſhips were taken, and abou: fifty deſtroy- 
ed; the value of which was eſtimated at a mil- 
lion ſterling. The eſcape of the reſt of tne fleet 
was owing to the injudicious conduct of Tourville, 
who might have ſurrounded and taken the whole. 
Rooke, having called a council of war, found 
his officers divided in their opinions, ſome pro- 
poſed that he ſhould bear away for Ireland, and 
others, that he ſhould attempt to make the har- 
bour of Liſbon. The admiral, however, over- 
ruled theſe meaſures, and determiried to proceed 
to the Madeiras, where he ſafely arrived; and hav- 
ing there taking in wood and water, he ſet ſail for 
Ireland, and arrived at Cork-on the 3d day of Au- 
guſt, with fifty ſail, including ſhips of war and 
trading veſſels. The Dutch, although very great 
ſufferers by this fatal blow, in the account which 
they publiſhed of their loſs, acknowledge, that it 
would have been much greater but for the conduct 
of Sir George Rooke, on whom they beſtow warm 
praiſes. Tourville, inſtead of purſuing Rooke, at- 
tacked ſome of the Spaniſh ports where the ſhips 
had retired. On the 20th of July, he appeared 
before Malaga, threatening to bombard the town, 
if the governor protected the Engliſh and Dutch 
veſſels which lay in the harbour. The Spaniards 
not being intimidated by this threat, Lourville at- 
racked the ſhips which lay in the mole with great 
fury. The ſeamen on board them made a long 
and gallant defence. The French twice attempted 
to burn the Union frigate, but were bravely re- 
pulled. The ſuperiority of numbers at length pre- 
vailed, fo that the maſters of the veſſels were obliged 


to ſink them to prevent their falling into the hands 
of 
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of the enemy, A detachment of fourteen men of 
war, and two bomb-ketches, were then ſent to 
Cadiz, where, however, they effected very little, 
At Gibraltar, after an obſtinate defence, ſeveral rich 
ſhips were burnt and funk, together with a Dutch 
man of war. 

Soon after Rooke had arrived at Cork, he re- 
ceived orders from the three commanding admirals, 
to ſend ſix of the largeſt ſhips, to the fleet which 
then lay near the Scilly iſles, and to ſtation the reſt 
at Kinlale. On the 16th day of Auguſt he joined 
the main fleet, having very fortunately fallen in 
with fifty 1ail of victuallers, which were ſent out 
freighted with proviſions for the fleets ; but tem- 
peſtuous weather having driven them off their 
ſtation, theſe veſſels had miſſed them. The admi- 
rals having cruiſed for a few weeks in the mourh of 
the channel, on the 25th of Auguſt returned to St. 
Helens, where the regiments were debarked that 
had been on board all the ſummer, without attempt- 
ing any thing. On the 19th day of September, 
fifteen Dutch ſhips of the line, and two frigates, fer 
fail for Holland, and twenty-ſix ſail, with ſeven fire- 
fhips, were aſſigned as guardſhips during the winter, 
The naval operations were then ſuppoſed tobe cloſed 
for that year, but it ſoon appeared that there was 
yet a ſecret expedition to be undertaken, in order, 
if poſſible, to allay in ſome meaſure that national 
ferment which ſuch ſevere loſſes and miſcarriages had 
excited. 

1 he art of bombarding maritime towns with 
ſhips, whereby bombs may be thrown from a mov- 
ing veſſel with as much certainty as from the ſolid 
ground, is an invention claimed by France, and 
was now about to be employed in annoying the 
inventor. On the 13th day of November, com- 


modore Benbow ſailed with a ſquadron of twelve 
men 
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men of war, four bomb-ketches, and ten brigan- 
tines and well-boats, put to ſea, and proceeded to 
St. Maloes. They anchored at Quince-fort, when 
three of the bomb veſlels, with the brigantines and 
well-boats, bore in and anchored within half a mile 
of the town. For thirteen days they threw bombs 
into the town, and landing on an ifland near the 
town, they burnt a convent there. On the 19th 
they took the opportunity which a dark night, a 
freſh gale, and a ſtrong tide afforded, to ſend in 
an extraordinary fire-ſhip, of about three hundred 
tons burden, which was ſtyled the infernal, and 
which was intended to have reduced the town to 
aſhes. This dreadful machine, calculated to give 
additional force to the horrors of war, ſtruck upon 
a rock, within piſtol ſhot of the place where it was 
intended to moor her; the engineer was therefore 
obliged to ſet her on fire and retreat. She conti- 
nued burning for ſome time, but at length blew up, 
with an exploſion that was terrible beyond deſcrip- 
tion. The whole town ſhook as if moved by an 
earthquake; three hundred houſes were unroofed 
by it at the ſame inſtant of time : for three leagues 
round, no glaſs nor other brittle ſubſtance could 
withſtand the ſhock. The capſton of the veſſel 
which dealt this deſolation, and which weighed 
two hundred pounds, was carried by the force of 
the powder over the walls, and falling upon a houſe, 
levelled it to the ground. Ihe walls towards the 
ſea were in general thrown down, The wretched 
inhabitants with all their ſenſes aſſailed by ter- 
rors ; the ground ſhaking under them; their houſes 
diſmantled and threatening to cruſh them in their 
ruins ; their ears, deafened with the horrid din that 
burſt forth at the ſame inſtant, felt all the agonies 
of fear, inſomuch as to be totally incapable of 
taking arms and defending themſelves, ſo that they 
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would have fallen an eaſy prey to a ſmall number 
of troops ; but no ſoldiers had been embarked for 
the expedition! The ſailors, however, although 
uniupported, took and demoliſhed Quince - fort. 
The place had greatly annoyed England, by fitting 
out great numbers of privateers, which were hereb 
deſtroyed, and ample revenge taken of the plun- 
derers *. 

Although the affair at St. Maloes had ſpread 
conſternation through the maritime parts of France, 
it was not effectual to quell the diſcontents which 
predominated in England. The nation loud! 
complained, that thoſe who were entruſted with the. 
ſecrets of the cabinet betrayed their truſt, and that 
the naval force of the nation, which, if properly 
exerted, was ſufficient to maintain its preeminence 
at ſea, was debilitated by the miſmanagement and 
treachery of thoſe who ought to give efficacy to its 
opèrations. 

The battle of Landon , in which Luxembourg 
defeated the allies, was the chief event on the Con- 
tinent during the campaign of 1693. In this 
action the duke of Berwick, the natural fon of 
James, by the earl of Marlborough's ſiſter, was 


The French writers ſay, that this was one of thoſe dreadful ma- 
chines, ſtyled Iniernals, which the Dutch made uſe of to deftroy the 
bridge over the Scheldt, when the prince of Parma beſieged Antwerp, 
in the year 1585. The reader will perceive, by the following deſcrip- 
tion, that it was in fact a fire-thip, contrived to operate when moored 
cloſe to the town walls. At the buttom of the hold were a hundred 
barrels of powder; thefe were covered with pitch, ſulphur, roſin, tow, 
ſtraw, and faggots; over which lay beams, bored through to give air 
to the fire; and upon theſe lay three hundred carcaſſes filled with gre- 
nadoes, chain-ſhot, iron bullets, ptſtols loaded, and wrapt in linen 
pitched, broken iron bars, and the bottoms of glaſs bottles. There 
were fix holes, or mouths, to let ont the flames, which were ſo vehe- 
ment, as to conſume the hardeſt ſubſtances; and could be checked by 
nothing bnt the pouring in of hot water. Ihe French report, that the. 
engineer who contrived this veſſel, was blown up in her, becauſe they 
found the body of a man, well dreſled, upon the ſhore, and in his 
pocket-book a journal of the expedition, He was, however, only a 
mate to one of the veſiels,-Cagpbell, T July 29, 1693. 
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taken priſoner by his uncle, brigadier Churchill; 

Ginkell, earl of Athlone, was in imminent danger 
of loſing his life; and general Tollemache brought 
off the greater part of the Engliſh infantry with re- 
markable gallantry and conduct, King William 
made prodigious efforts of courage and activity to 
retrieve the fortune of the day. He was preſent in 
all parts ot the battle; he charged in perſon, both 
on horſeback and on foot, where the danger was 
moſt threatening; his peruke, the ſleeve of his 
coat, and the knot of his ſcarf, were penetrated by 
three different muſket bullets; and he ſaw numbers 
fall beſide him, Even the enemy bore witneſs to 
his undaunted courage ; the prince of Conti, in a 
letter to his princeſs, which was 1ntercepted, de- 
clared, that he Taw the prince of Orange expoſing 
himſelf to the greateſt dangers ; and that ſuch va- 
lour well deſerved the peaceable poſſeſſion of the 
crown he wore, Yet here, as 1n every other battle 
he fought, his diſpoſitions and manceuvres were ſe- 
verely "cenſured, Luxembourg, after he had mi- 
nutely examined the ſituation of the confederates 
before the engagement, is ſaid to have exclaimed, 

c Now, I believe, Waldeck is really dead.“ Al- 
luding to that general's known ſagacity in chooſing 
ground for an encampment. 

All theſe victories procured glory to France, but 
little advantage. The allies were not yet effectually 
worſted. King William always made excellent 
retreats; and about a fortnight after one battle, 
another ſhould have followed, in order to deter— 
mine who ſhould keep the field. Ihe cathedral of 
Paris was hung round with colours that had been 
taken during the war; this led the prince of Conti 
to call Luxembourg The Upholfterer of Notre Dame. 
But whilſt nothing was talked of at Paris but vic- 
tories, Louis XIV. who had formerly conqucred 
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the half of Holland and Flanders, together with 
all Franche Compte, without fighting a ſingle bat- 
tle, now, after ſo many grand efforts, and bloody 
victories, could not penetrate into the United Pro- 
vinces, nor lay ſiege to Bruſſels“. 

The king returned to England the latter end of 
October, eſcorted by a ſmall iquadron of men of 
war, commanded by rear-admiral Mitchel. One 
of che firſt meaſures which he took after his arrival, 
was to reinſtate admiral Ruſſel in the command of 
the fleet, and diſmi!s the earl of Nottingham from his 
poſt. On the 7th day of November 1693, the parli- 
ament met; the King, in his ſpeech, expreſſed his 
reſentment againſt thoſe who were the authors of 
the miſcarriages at ſea ; repreſented the neceſlity 
of increaſing The land forces and the navy, and de- 
manded a ſuitable ſupply for that purpoſe. Soon 
after the meeting of parliament, the houſe of com- 
mons entered upon an enquiry 1nto the miſcarriages 
at ſea, and to conſider of means for preferving the 
trade of the ration. The Turkey Company was 
ſummoned to produce the petitions they had deli- 
vered to the admiralty for convoy; while lord 
Falkland, who ſat at the head of that board, gave 
in copies of all the orders and directions ſent ta 
Sir George Rooke concerning the Straits fleet; to- 
gether with a liſt of all the ſhips at that time in 
commiſſion. It came out, in the courſe of this 
enquiry, that the misfortune which had befallen the 
Smyrna fleet, was, in a great mcalure, owing to, 
the miſconduct of the three admirals who com- 
manded in chief, and to the neglect of the victual- 
ling-office, It was ſtrongly urged, to pals a vote ot 
cenlure on the admirals commanding in chief; buf 
after much debaic it was overtuled, and the atten- 
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tion of the houſe was drawn to other matters. It 
appeared, that the ſum of one million thirty-ſix 
thouſand four hundred and fifteen pounds was due 
for ſeamen's wages. The houſe thereupon paſſed 
a vote of credit for five hundred thouſand pounds, 
towards diſcharging their arrears, and granted two 
millions for the ſervice of the navy in 1694. Lord 
Falkland was likewiſe found to have obtained, by 
indirect means, four thouſand pounds, for which 
offence he was declared guilty of a high miſde- 
meanor, and breach of truſt, and committed pri- 
ſoner to the Tower; from whence he was ſoon after 
diſcharged upon his petition. 

The year 1693, is memorable for the firſt eſta- 
bliſhment of the preſent corporation of the Bank of 
England. Many propoſals and ſchemes had been 
offered to the public for the inſtitution of a national 
Bank. The only conſiderable Banks in Europe then 
ſubſiſting were, thoſe of Amſterdam, Venice, Genoa, 
and Hamburgh. The ends propoſed in forming 
this company were, the accommodation of the com- 
mercial part of the nation, and rendering aſſiſtance 
to government. William Paterſon, a merchant, 
formed the plan of this Bank, which was brought 
to effect by Michael Godfrey, and other active pro- 
jectors. The diſaffected party oppoſed this eſta- 
bliſhment, alledging, it would engroſs the money, 
ſtock, and riches of the kingdom. After very warm 
debates an act was paſſed this ſeſſion, for granting 
ſeveral rates and duties on tonnage of ſhips, and on 
beer, ale, and other liquors, for ſecuring certain re- 
compences, &c. to ſuch perſons as ſhould voluntarily 
advance one million five hundred thouſand pounds: 
it was thereby enacted, that their majeſties might 
grant a commiſſion to take particular ſubſcriptions 
for one million two hundred thouſand pounds, part 
of the ſaid one million five hundred thouland pounds, 
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(the miniſtry being unwilling to truſt the whole. to 
this new ſcheme, ) of any perſons, natives or foreign- 
ers, whom their majeſties were thereby impowered 
to incorporate, with a yearly allowance of one hun- 
dred thouſand pounds, viz. ninety-ſix thouſand 

ounds for intereſt at eight per cent. until redeemed, 
and four thouſand pounds to be allowed the intended 
Bank for charges of management. The corporation 
to haye the name of the Governor and Company of 
the Bank of England. This fund to be redeemable 
ypon a year's notice, after the 1ſt of Auguſt 1705, 
and payment of the principal, and then the corpo- 
ration to ceaſe. The company were enabled to pur- 
chaſe lands; their ſtock was to be transferrable: they 
were reſtrained from owing, at any one time, more 
than one million two hundred thouſand pounds, un- 
leſs empowered by future acts of parliament. The 
dealings of this company were confined to bills of 
exchange, buying and ſelling of bullion, gold, or 
filver ; or the ſale of any merchandize which might 
be pledged to them for money lent thereon, and 
which remained unredeemed at the time agreed 
upon, or within three months after. The corpo- 
ration was reſtrained from lending any money to go- 
vernment by way of loan or anticipation, on any 
branch of the revenue, unleſs warranted ſo to do 
by parliament. This clauſe was probably inſerted 
to guard againſt the evil which aroſe from Charles the 
Second having ſhut up the exchequer, wherein the 
banker's money was depoſited, and which they had, 
from time to time, advanced to him by way of anti- 
cipation of his revenues. The whole ſubſcription 
was filled in ten days after its being opened, and the 
court of directors completed the payment before the 
Expiration of the time preſcribed by the act, although 
they did not call in more than ſeven hundred 2nd 


twenty thouſand pounds of the money ſubſcribed. 
Before 
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Before the parliament roſe, the king, among many 
other appointments, advanced Ruſſel to the head of 
the admiralty-board, in the room of Falkland, and 
ſuperſeded Killegrew and Delaval, placing SirGeorge 
Rooke and Sir John Houblon as joint-commiſſioners 
in their room. 

Whilſt theſe things were tranfacting at home, the 
nation ſuſtained another misfortune at ſea. Sir 
Francis Whceler had been appointed commander 
in chief in the Mediterranean, and had proceeded 
there for the protection of the trade, as well as of 
the Spaniſh ports, with a ſquadron of twenty-five 
men of war and frigates, in conjunction with the 
Dutch vice-admiral Callemberg, and his ſquadron. 
On the 17th day of February, being in the bay of 
Gibraltar, he was overtaken by a violent ſtorm, 
under a tee-ſhore, which he could not poſſibly 
weather; the ground was likewiſe ſo foul that no 
anchor would hold. A great number of ſhips were 
driven in aſhore, and many periſhed. The admi- 
ral's ſhip foundered at ſea, and he and all his crew, 
amounting to five hundred and fifty, periſhed ; two 
Moors alone eſcaped. Two other ſhips of the line, 
three ketches, and fix merchant ſhips, were loſt. 
The remains of the fleet were ſo much ſhattered, 
that inſtead of proſecuting their voyage, they re- 
turned to Cadiz, in order to be refitted, and ſhel- 
tered from the attempts of the French ſquadrons 
which were ſtill at ſca, under the command of Chat- 
teau-Renaut and Gabaret. 

The king had beſtowed great attention during 
the winter, in projecting the operations of the fleet 
in the enſuing ſummer. His councils however were 
betrayed, even by thoſe in whom he molt confided. 
The deſtination of the different ſquadrons was com- 
municated to the French court as ſoon as it was 
formed in the cabinet; nothing but the time of 


their 
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their departure, which depended upon accidents; 
remained a ſecret. The combined fleeis were not 
aſſembled until the end of April. Ruſſel hoiſted 
his flag at Portſmouth, on the twenty-ſeventh day 
of that month, and his avowed deſign was to ſail 
into the Mediterranean, to detend the ports of Spain 
from the French, who had determined upon mak- 
ing the principal effort of the campaign on that ſide. 

But the chief enterprize of the ſeaſon was deſigned 
againſt Breſt. The lord Godolphin, although at 
the head of the treaſury, had informed James ſome 
time before of this important ſecret *. But from 
the uncertainty which attended the failing of the 
fleet, he could not fix the time. General Tolle- 
mache, contrary to the expreſs opinion of Ruſſel, 
occaſioned this ſcheme to be adopted. When the 
admiral hoiſted his flag at St. Helens, the land- 
forces, deſtined for the expedition, were on their 
march, under Tollemache, to Portſmouth. The 
French, who had ſent an army into Catalonia, com- 
manded by the marſhal de Noailles, openly de- 
clared their reſolution of aſſiſting, with their whole 
fleer, the deſigns of that general againſt Barcelona. 
The court of Spain, anxious to preſerve a place of 
ſuch importance, had prevailed on the king of Eng- 
land to ſend the main body of the combined fleet 
to protect the place. It was therefore generally 
believed, that the land-forces under Tollemache 
were deſtined for that ſervice. The alarm concern- 
ing Breſt, which had been raiſed by the intelligence 
ſent by Godolphin to James, had already ſubſided ; 
and the cauſe of apprehenſion was greatly removed, 
by the ſailing of the French fleet from that port on 
the 15th day of April. | 

It 1s now at length brought to light, that the earl 
of Marlborough tranſmitted to the abdicated king, 

* Macpherſon's State Papers. 
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by means of - colonel Sackville, an account of the 
real deſtination of this armament, the day beſore 
Ruſſel ſailed with the combined fleets *. 

On the 3d day of May admiral Ruſſel failed from 
St. Helens with the combined fleets, conſiſting of 
fifty-two Engliſh, and forty-one Dutch ſhips of the 
line, beſides frigates, tfire-ſhips, and other ſmaller 
veſſels. Having received advice of a fleet of 
French merchant-ſhips, which lay near Conquet- 
bay, he detached captain Pritchard, in the Mon- 
mouth, with two fire-ſhips, with orders either to 
take or deſtroy them. Out of fifty-five ſail of veſ- 
ſels, thirty-five were either burnt or ſunk ; theſe 
were coaſters, whoſe general lading was ſalt, wine, 
and brandy. The admiral then returned to St. 
Helens, where he had left Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, 
with a part of the fleet, to take on board the land- 
forces deſtined for a deſcent on France. Finding 
every thing ready, he ſailed again with the whole 
fleet on the 29th day of May. A council of war 
being held on board the Britannia, ſoon after they 
got out to ſea, it was reſolved that the fleet deſign- 
ed againſt Breſt, which was commanded by lord 
Berkley, ſhould immediately proceed thither, Ac- 
cordingly, that ſquadron having parted with the 
grand fleet, anchored on the 7th day of June be- 
tween the bays of Camaret and Bertaume. 1he 
next day nine hundred men were landed in a diſ- 
orderly manner, under the fire of ſome men of war, 
They found the bay lined with intrenchments 
which were filled with French marines. The Eng- 
liſh having for ſome time bravely ſuſtained the 
fire of the enemy, were at length forced to retreat, 
Jo add to the misfortune, it was now ebbing ride, 


* Macpherſon's Hiſtory of England, Vol. II. p. 69. who takes theſe 
fats from king James's MS. Memoirs preſerved in the Scotch College 
at Paris. | 
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and ſeveral boats were left dry on the ſand. Con- 
fuſion and flaughter prevailed. Six hundred ſol- 
diers were ſlain; many were drowned; beſides thoſe 
who were killed on board of the ſhips. Tolle- 
mache himſelf received a wound in his thigh, of 
which he afterwards died at Plymouth. The ſhips 
which covered the landing were greatly ſhattered 
by the batteries which flanked the ſhore. One 
Dutch frigate was ſunk, after loſing her whole crew, 
except an enſign, a drummer, and a private: man. 
The French had profited ſo much by the intelli- 
gence given them by Godolphin and Marlborough, 
that the Engliſh found it expedient to return home, 

without making any farther attempts. | 
The queen ſent orders to the admiral to call a 
council of war, and to deliberate in what manner 
the ſhips and forces might be beſt employed. It 
was there reſolved to make an attempt upon the 
coaſt of Normandy, and the town of Dieppe was 
ſingled out as the object of their vengeance. They 
ſat fail on the ↄth day of July, but meeting with 
foul weather, it was not till the 12th that they be- 
gan to play upon the town, when they bombarded 
it with ſuch fury, that the greateſt part of the 
place was reduced to aſhes. They then proceeded 
to Havre de- Grace, one third of which they 
demoliſhed, together with great part of the walls, 
and deſtroyed numbers of the troops that had 
been poured in to defend the place, as well as of 
inhabitants. But theſe forious aſſaults had ſo ſhat- 
tered the veſſels, that the admiral found it ne- 
ceſſary to deſiſt; but to keep up the alarm which 
theſe attacks had ſpread along the coaſt, the fleet 
appeared off La Hogue; which greatly harraſſed 
the French troops, by drawing them haſtily down 
to that extremity of . Normandy Although the 
fleet by this time was incapable of attempting any 
thing, 
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thing, yet it alarmed the whole coaſt, and filled 
every town with ſuch conſternation, that the inha- 
bitants would have abandoned their dwellings, if 
forces had not been ſcent to reſtrain them. 

Lord Berkley returned from this ſucceſsful expe- 
dition on the 26th day of July. The command of 
the fleet, which conſiſted now only of frigates and 
{mall ſhips, devolved on Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, who 
received poſitive inſtructions to undertake ſome- 
thing againſt Dunkirk. He therefore ſailed into the 
Downs, where he was joined by M. Meeſters, who 
was the inventor of thoſe machines called i2ſernals, 
and who directed their operations. This engineer 
brought with him ſeveral Dutch pilots, who were 
acquainted with the harbour of Dunkirk, and could 
aſſiſt the ſhips in the attack. On the 12th day of 
September, the fleet appeared before Dunkirk ; cap- 
tain Benbow was appointed to conduct the enter- 
prize, under the directions of the engineer. The 
next day the Charles galley was ſent in, with two 
bomb-ketches, and as many of the machines called 
infernals. Theſe latter were fer on fire without 
effect, and the deſign miſcarried. The admiral 
then directed his courſe towards Calais, and in his 
way reduced to aſhes the ancient town of Gravel- 
ines *. Oa the 17th he appeared before Calais, threw 
a great number of ſhells into the town, by which 
about forty houſes were conſumed, but che wind 
blowing hard, accompanicd with a great ſwell of 
the ſea, he was obliged to bear away for the Downs, 
from whence he ſent the bomb-ketches and ma- 
chines into the river Thames. 

During this campaign, the Frenci ſtood on the 
defenſive in Flanders, and having formed an im- 
penetrable line from the Lys to the occan, pre- 


1 Bulchin's Geography. 
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vented William from attacking by land, thoſe ma- 
ritime places which his fleet had inſulted by ſea. 
He, however, beſieged and took the town and 
caſtle of Hui, with which ſucceſs he cloſed the cam- 
aign. 

5 While the war languiſhed in Flanders, the French 
puſhed their operations with vigour on the ſide of 

Spain. In Catalonia, marſhal de Noailles, havin 
forced the paſſage of the river Ter, defeated the 
Spaniſh army intrenched on the farther ſhore*. He 
took Palamos by aſſault ; Geronne and Oſtalric 
fell ſucceſſively into his hands. His deſigns upon 
Barcelona were defeated by the arrival of Ruſſe], 
with the combined fleet in the neighbouring ſeas : 
at his approach T ourville retiring to Toulon. The 
Engliſh, by being maſters at fea, gave a new turn 
to the ſiege, and Noailles preſently abandoned his 
enterprize. While the combined fleet continued 
in the Mediterranean, the French admiral durſt not 
venture to appear at ſea, and all his projects were 
diſconcerted. Ruſſel, after having aſſerted the ho- 
nour of the Britiſh flag in thoſe ſeas during the 
whole ſummer, ſailed in the beginning of Novem- 
ber to Cadiz, where, by an expreſs order from the 
king, he wintered. During his ſtay in this harbour, 
he took ſuch effectual meaſures for preventing Tour- 
ville from paſling the Straits, that he did not think 
proper to attempt it. | 
1 he French had at this time no other colony in 
India but Pondicherry, which Colbert had eſta- 
bliſhed at an immenſe expence; but no advantage 
could be reaped from it for ſeveral years. The 
Dutch this year eaſily took it, and thus ruined the 
commerce of France in India, when in its infancy . 
* May 27, 169}. + June 7. J Voitauc's age cf Louis xlv 

Vol. I. p. 245» | 
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In the month of December, queen 
taken ill of the ſmall-pox, and the ſymptoms gte 
ing dangerous, ſhe prepared herſcif for dc with 
great compoſure. She expired at Keningg on 
the 28th day of December, in the thirty-thira vear 
of her age, and the ſixth of her reign. She was c- 
ceedingly lamented both at home and abroad. I he 
king, in whoſe breaſt the tender paſſions were not 
predominant, yet loved her with a ſtrorg and manly 
affection. He mourned her Joſs with an unfe gned 
ſorrow, and as his affection was founded more on 
eſteem than paſſion, his grief upon her death was 
the more rooted and indelible. For ſome weeks he 
abandoned himſelf entirely to his emotions, ncicher 
admitting any company, nor attending to any buſi- 
neſs of ſtate, Mary, in her perſon, was tall and 
graceful z with an oval face, lively eyes, agreeable 
teatures, a mild aſpect, and an air of dignity, Her 
apprehenſion was clear, her judgment ſolid, and 
her memory tenacious. She was a zealous proteſ- 
tant; diſtinguiſhed by her undiſſembled piety, her 
extenſive charity, the evenneſs of her temper, and 
the mildneſs of her converſation. Her conjugal 


affection ſeems to have been the ruling principle 
of her life. 


Thoſe who thought that a king may be juſtified 


in being a tyrant, but that his people cannot be 
juſtified in reſiſting his tyranny, execrated with great 

bitterneſs the memory of this princeſs, for accepting 
the vacant throne of England upon her father's ab- 
dication, and reigning over thele kingdoms to the 

excluſion of her parent. But if ever the confide- 
ration of public good may be allowed to outweigh 
the ties of blood, and to ſuperſede, in ſuch inſtances 
only in which they claſh, the duties reſulting from 
conſanguinity, the conduct of queen Mary, may be 
conſidered not only as excuſeable, but as meritorious, 


Natur ally 
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Naturaliy unambitiovs, her | patriotiſm | ought not 
to be doubted : it was not the attraction of royalty 
that drew Mary to oppoſe her father; but the full 
conviction that that father had broken the ſolemn 
engagements which he had entered into with his 
people, and was ſtrenuouſly labouring to introduce 
the moſt fatal innovations in religion, and the civil 
government. So circumſtanced, it required no 
diſpenſation of the church to abſolve her from 
her filial obligations; her country demanded the ſa- 
crifice, and the greater duty ſuſpended the leſs. 
Civil and religious liberty were hereby ſecured to a 
people, who were in the moſt imminent danger of 
being deprived of both for ever: all the horrors and 
devaſtations of civil war were hereby prevented, 
and a foundation laid for the happineſs, proſperity, 
and grandeur of - Great-Britain, inſtead of its be- 
coming an inſignificant appendage to the crown of 
France. | 

he princeſs of Denmark was no ſooner informed 
of the queen's dangerous illneſs, than ſhe ſent a 
lady of her bedchamber, ' requeſting that fhe might 
'Fee her. This was declined, but her ſiſter thanked 
her for the concern ſhe had expreſſed, and informed 
her, that the refuſal proceeded from the directions 
which the phyſicians had given, who had ordered 
the queen to be kept as quiet as poſſible. At the 
ſame time ſhe declared, that ſhe died in perfect 
amity with her ſiſter. The city of London, the two 
houſes of parliament, the nation in general, ex- 
preſſed, in warm addreſſes to the throne, their 
-ſenfe of the queen's merit, and their own ſorrow. 
The princeſs Ann was prevailed on by the carl ot 
Sunderland, to write a letter of condolence to the 
king, on the death of his conſort. This princeſs, 
even before her diſgrace, in the year 1692, had be- 


gun a ſecret correſpondence with her father; but 
having 
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having now obtained a nearer proſpect of the crown, 
ſhe was ealily induced to adopt an appearance of 
reconciliation with William. Not long after, ſhe 
vilited the king at Kenlington, where ſhe was re- 
ceived with every mark of kindneſs. He appointed 
the palace of St. James's for her reſidence, and 
preſented her with the moſt valuable of the late 
queen's jewels. 

James made no efforts to recover his kingdom in 
conſequence of this event. He conceived hopes, 
that a government which he thought depended upon 
the popularity of his daughter, would ſhake, and 
unhinge itſelf by her deceale. He was much af- 
fected by the intelligence; but his ſorrow was more 
that of an enthuſiaſt than of a father: he was ra- 
ther grieved at her manner of dying, than at her 
death. The following are the reflections which he 
wrote into his Memoirs on this occaſion: * The 
king received this additional affliction to thoſe which 
he had already undergone. He ſaw a child whom 
he tenderly loved, perſevering to her death, in a 
ſignal ſtate of diſobedience and diſloyalty : he per- 
ceived that ſhe was extolled for a crime as for the 
higheſt merit: he heard her contradictions called 
virtues; and her breach of duty to a parent, a be- 
coming ſacrifice to her religion and her country *.” 


+ Macpherſon's Hiſtery of England, Vol. II. p. 76, from James's 
Memoirs. 


ENS of the SzcoN p VoLUME, 


. 
\ 


